
From: SAPHO.VATEL@ocfl.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Neal.Thomas@ocfl.net; Liz.Johnson@ocfl.net
Subject: EPD"s Comments- All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 8:41:11 AM
Attachments: DOC112414-11242014081321.pdf

ATT00001.txt

In an effort to reduce paper consumption, the Environmental Protection Division (EPD) will
 be sending PDF versions via email of some correspondences from this point on. Attached is
 the referenced items. Permittees wishing to obtain original copies will have the option of picking
 up the permit from the EPD Mercy Drive location (800 Mercy Drive, Orlando), the OneStop
 location (Orange County Administration Building located at 201 South Rosalind Avenue) or have it
 mailed, within 5 working days of this e-mail.   
 
Please address any response to Neal Thomas of the Environmental Permitting and Compliance
 section.  He is available via (407) 836-1400, or neal.thomas@ocfl.net.

 
Florida Public Records Law Notice: Emails to and from Orange County are archived and, unless
 expressly exempt, or confidential by law, are subject to being made available to the public
 upon request.  Users should not have an expectation of confidentiality or privacy.
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PLEASE NOTE: Florida has a very broad public records law (F. S. 119).
All e-mails to and from County Officials are kept as a public record.
Your e-mail communications, including your e-mail address may be
disclosed to the public and media at any time.




From: Monica Bellini
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Facts about train ridership from Amtrak National Facts page and the Office of Management and Budget
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 3:59:13 PM

According to the OMB, the population of the NYC to DC corridor is approximately
 31,942,800 people.  
The population of the Miami/Ft Lauderdale, Palm Beach and Orlando areas are approximately
 9,448,000
The North East corridor is the most heavily traveled AMTRAK but is still no where near full
 on each of its trips during a given day.
In 2013 Amtrak had $2.8 billion in revenue and $4.+billion in expenses nationwide.

Now AAF wants to run 32 trains between Miami and Orlando daily.  The population is 22
 million less than the NY-DC area, and you and the AAF team are saying this is going to be a
 profitable business!!!  Realy?  How can you possibly justify allowing this new railroad to be
 built, when the largest railroad in our country cannot keep itself afloat?  The idea is ludicrous.
 Start looking at the facts and share them with the Floridians.  Prove it to us.

Monica Bellini
A concerned Florida citizen

mailto:bellinimd73@gmail.com
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From: Gordon L. Stewart
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fast Trains
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 6:23:33 PM

Please do NOT support the Fast Train between Orlando and Miami unless you intend to route it around Vero Beach.
 It would absolutely destroy our peaceful enjoyment of our property. The train traffic count through our little
 community would be devastating to our economics as well as the safety of our citizens and offer zero benefit in
 return.

Gordon Stewart
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:glstewart@stewartmg.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Joe Schwab
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FEC Railroad High Speed Trains Negative Impact
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:48:18 PM

I live in Crystal Falls, a gated community about 1/4 mile east of the Florida East Coast
 Railroads right of way in North Indian River County and am concerned about the impacts of
 their proposal to have 32 high speed trains go through the neighborhood on a daily basis.

The nearest fire station and emergency response vehicles are nearby on the west side of the
 railroad tracks and the proposal will negatively impact their response times. The nearest
 hospital is also on the west side of the tracks and access to that facility could be impaired.

I feel that the proposal will have a negative impact on property values due to increased delays
 at crossings, noise and ground vibration.

The railroad tracks also run right through the middle of Vero Beach's historic downtown/arts
 district and will discourage the redevelopment of that area and have a negative economic
 impact.  It will also negatively impact our neighboring cities of Fort Pierce and Stuart for
 similar reasons.

I think high speed rail is a good thing, but not as proposed.  I would urge you to reconsider the
 options of running the trains along the I-95 or Florida Turnpike corridor or CSX's right of
 way.

I am skeptical of a study that was paid for by the party that has the most to gain from using
 their own right of way.

There must be a better path and plan to introduce high speed rail to south Florida.

Sincerely,

Joe Schwab
6630 46th Drive
Vero Beach, Florida 32967

mailto:joeschwab.jrs@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Your Realestate advisor
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Federal impact study
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 11:21:31 AM

1. Please confirm or deny the statement that was made by All Aboard Florida at the public
 comment meeting regarding paying for the maintenance of the crossings.  It was said that FEC
 pays for the maintenance of the crossings "forever" in regular crossings but that if the
 counties request "quiet zones" they will be responsible for the additional maintenance costs
 required due to the additional quiet zone equipment after the 8 year period in which All
 Aboard will pick up the costs?  

2.  What "additional costs" will be born for quiet zone maintenance by the counties after the 8
 year period is up, assuming that the county requests all crossings to be converted to quiet
 zones.

3.  Do homeowners have the legal right to sue All Aboard Florida for diminishing property
 values caused by their project?

Thank you

Jinger Knox
321-288-1689

mailto:jingerk@msn.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Carol Grube
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Federal Railroad Admin draft
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2014 12:42:13 PM

I'm all for public transportation, but 32 trips a day will paralyze the already congested
 Treasure Coast. I doubted from the start that there would be a need for so many trips. Having
 just half that number would lessen the impact to our beach towns. Does AAF really think they
 will fill all those seats? After reading the Ridership Projections in the Federal Railroad
 Administration's draft, it appears that AAF actually believes they will exceed that many trips. 
 That being the case, eventually all vehicular and marine traffic will cease to exist due to even
 more trains added to accommodate the projected increase in ridership. 
 
Regarding AAF's claim of a private enterprise, they should be required to apply for loans from
 a private investor, just like any private company. 1.6 billion in Federal funds (our tax dollars)
 should not be used for a railroad that could eventually destroy the Treasure Coast for the
 people who live and work here, and tourists who vacation here.
 
32 trips a day through Jonathan Dickinson State Park will have a significant effect on wildlife
 and the environment and I don't see a way that AAF can remedy that.
 
Carol C Grube
1953 SW Palm City Rd, Apt G
Stuart, FL 34994

mailto:grubec@hotmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Robin Wiebler - NOAA Federal
To: FRA; FL FWS Ashleigh Blackford; FLCOE Andrew Phillips; AMEC Charlene Stroehlen; AMEC Shannon McMorrow;

 David Dale - NOAA Federal; Sharon Rolfes - NOAA Federal; Jocelyn Karazsia - NOAA Federal; George Getsinger -
 NOAA Federal; Brandon Howard - NOAA Federal; AAF_Comments@vhb.com

Subject: Federal Railroad Administration - All Aboard Florida, NMFS comments
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 2:21:50 PM
Attachments: FederalRailroadAdministration-AllAboardFlorida_DEIS_FWCA_FINAL.pdf

-- 
Administrative Assistant
Habitat Conservation Division Atlantic Branch

PHONE:  843 762-8604
Robin.Wiebler@noaa.gov
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December 3, 2014  F/SER47:BH/pw 


 


(Sent via Electronic Mail) 


 


Mr. John Winkle 


Federal Railroad Administration 


1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 


Washington, DC 20590 


 


Dear Mr. Winkle: 


 


NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reviewed the Federal Railroad Administration’s 


(FRA) draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), dated September 19, 2014.  All Aboard Florida 


(AAF) proposes passenger service between Miami International Airport and Orlando International 


Airport with stops in West Palm Beach, Ft. Lauderdale, and Miami.  The proposed rail system has two 


portions.  The North-South portion would be within the existing 100-foot Florida East Coast Railroad 


(FEC) right-of-way (ROW) between Miami and Cocoa Beach.  The East-West portion would be along 


State Road 528 (SR 528) between Cocoa Beach and Orlando.  On October 24, 2014, NMFS provided the 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers with comments on public notice SAJ-2012-01564 (SP-AWP) regarding 


the essential fish habitat (EFH) impacts along the North-South portion.  This letter will focus on the 


freshwater wetland impacts incurred along the entire project.  Three action alternatives were considered 


with wetland and surface water impacts ranging from 127.7 acres to 157.5 acres.  As the nation’s federal 


trustee for the conservation and management of marine, estuarine, and anadromous fishery resources, the 


following comments and recommendations are provided pursuant to authorities of the Fish and Wildlife 


Coordination Act. 


 


NMFS staff conducted site inspections along the North-South portion of the project on January 23, 2013; 


May 1, 2013; and April 2, 2014.  The proposed railroad corridor will impact wetlands, canals, rivers, and 


other surface waters between Miami and Cocoa along the east coast and from Cocoa to Orlando in 


Central Florida.  Wetland quality ranges from very high to very low in quality and consist of every major 


freshwater wetland habitat type in Central and South Florida.  The highest quality wetlands lie within 


Johnathan Dickenson State Park and along SR 528.  These are largely high functioning forested systems.  


Vegetation within these forested wetlands includes red maple (Acer rubrum), swamp bay (Persea 


palustris), pond pine (Pinus serotina), southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora), swamp tupelo (Nyssa 


sylvatica var. biflora), sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua) loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus), and 


dwarf palmetto (Sabal minor).  The wetlands that would be impacted by the proposed railroad expansion 


provide water quality functions, such as removal of sediments, excess nutrients, and contaminants, that 


benefit and support these aquatic ecosystems.  Through hydrological connections, these wetlands also 


contribute plant material and other useable nutrients (both dissolved and particulate organic matter) into 


aquatic food webs that include recreationally, commercially, and ecologically important species within 


downstream estuaries.   


 


Three action alternatives are studied in the DEIS: Alternative A, Alternative C, and Alternative E.  The 


North-South portion is the same for all three alternatives.  The differences in the alternatives would occur 


along SR 528: Alternative A would locate the new East-West portion of the project within the SR 528 


right-of-way (ROW); Alternative C adjacent to the SR 528 ROW; and Alternative E 100-feet from the SR 


528 ROW.  An approximately 30-foot-wide median exists along SR 528.  Use of the median to facilitate 
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the new railroad should be studied as an alternative.  This could eliminate the majority of wetland impacts 


and would demonstrate that adequate avoidance measures have been met.  Alternative A is NMFS’ 


preferred alternative of those studied since it will result in the smallest acreage (127.7 acres) of impacts to 


wetlands and surface waters.  Chapter 7 of the DEIS states the project impacts would be mitigated at a 


federally approved mitigation bank whose service area overlaps the specific wetland being mitigated.  


This would result in several mitigation banks being used to offset impacts from the project.  This 


approach would also ensure that the lost function and values will be replaced within the same watershed.  


The Jacksonville District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will determine the appropriate amount of credits 


to be purchased based on a functional assessment.  NMFS is available to help the FRA and Jacksonville 


District in evaluating the functional assessment used to determine the number of credits to be purchased. 


 


In addition to the direct impacts from filling wetlands, construction activities may impact adjacent 


wetlands through sedimentation and runoff.  To minimize these impacts, NMFS recommends the 


applicant utilize best management practices, including staked hay bales, silt fencing, mats for construction 


equipment, and re-vegetation of denuded areas, to stabilize the disturbed soils. 


 


NMFS appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments.  Questions should be directed to the 


attention of Mr. Brandon Howard at our West Palm Beach Office, 400 North Congress Avenue, Suite 


120, West Palm Beach, FL 33401.  He also may be reached by telephone at 561 249-1652, or by email at 


Brandon.Howard@noaa.gov. 


        Sincerely, 


 
       / for 


Virginia M. Fay 


Assistant Regional Administrator 


        Habitat Conservation Division 


 


cc: 


 


VHB, AAF_comments@vhb.com 


FRA, John_Winkle@dot.gov 


FWS, Ashleigh_Blackford@fws.gov 


COE, Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil 


AMEC, Charlene.Stroehlen@amec.com 


AMEC, Shannon.McMorrow@amec.com 


F/SER4, David.Dale@noaa.gov 


F/SER47, Karazsia, Getsinger, Howard 


 







From: Lewis Travis
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Feedback
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:05:32 PM

I was in Stuart in the early evening last week. My wife and friends were walking in the downtown area, having a
 nice discussion when a train came through. It was going slowly and it signaled the usual "Two long and two short"
 whistle blasts at each crossing. It had to to go through several crossings in downtown. I was amazed at the volume
 of the whistle blasts! They were so loud that we couldn't hear each other talk.

It occurred to us that there certainly would be a severe disruption in businesses along that street, based upon noise
 alone, if 30 or more trains were to pass through each and every day. This would be a serious quality of life
 impairment, in my judgement.

Lewis F. Travis
Port Saint Lucie

Sent from my iPad

mailto:franklint@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: SALLY ORLANDO
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Feelings on All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 4:01:29 PM

All Aboard Florida
 
I think All Aboard Florida is a Great Idea!!
 
If you don’t like the beach – bridges will be a nightmare.
If you don’t like boating, it is a great idea.
If you don’t enjoy Downtown Stuart, it is a great idea.
If you don’t want to go to Downtown Fort Pierce, it’s a great idea.
 
I think All Aboard Florida will be the demise of life on the Treasure Coast as
 we know and love it.

I feel that All Aboard Florida has ulterior motives. It is really freight they want
 to carry on the tracks on the East Coast of Florida in the future.
 
Concerned Citizen of
Port St. Lucie, FL

mailto:sallytarr@bellsouth.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Robert A. Gay
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: fenton303@me.com
Date: Saturday, November 22, 2014 3:36:19 PM

My Name: Robert A. Gay

My Email: fenton303@me.com

My Address:

414 South Beach Road
Hobe sound, FL 33455

I am totally against the Train. It is financially unsound, not safe. noisy, upsetting to boaters
 and school children….and improperly being paid for….by the very same tax payers who are
 against it. I am one of them.

Please fail.

mailto:fenton303@me.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Laurene McEneny
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FL High-speed Train
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 8:42:30 AM

TO: Mr. John Winkle (Federal Railroad Administration)

RE: Proposed high-speed train

Dear Mr. Winkle -

This email is to inform you that I am another Florida Treasure Coast resident that
 hopes the FRA will strongly consider expanding train service (freight or passenger)
 by using tracks in the center of the state.  
Amtrak currently provides train service between Miami and Orlando two times per
 day (an 8:20 AM and an 11:50 AM).  If there was strong demand for passenger rail
 service between these cities, then I suspect there would be more service offerings.  

If this is ultimately a 'freight play' then I believe the financial engineers behind this
 in NYC (offering a 12% yield in this economy ... so who doesn't smell a rat?!)
  should not be allowed to use taxpayer (federal, state and local) dollars under the
 guise of offering a robust passenger service.

Sincerely,
Laurene McEneny



mailto:laurene.mceneny@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: nrpagano99@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FL Not All Aboard
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:25:42 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
I moved with my two children to Fort Pierce, Florida in 1980 from Fort Lauderdale
 after divorcing my husband.  I came to this area because my parents had moved to
 Port Saint Lucie after retiring from New York.  I settled in here and worked
 in downtown Fort Pierce on Atlantic Ave. very close to the railroad tracks.  I enjoyed
 working downtown as my job required me to walk to the courthouse on a regular
 basis.  I and many other local workers would meet at Chris' Restaurant for lunch.  I
 really enjoy the small town atmosphere here.  I have lived in this area all these years,
 raised my children who are settled in here and raising their children.  The tranquility
 of our lives here will be destroyed if these trains are allowed to roar through the
 center of our town.  We have struggled hard over the years to keep our small town
 from becoming a thriving metropolis. 
 
I am also concerned about safety, emergency vehicles and also our historic buildings.
 
I pray that you will understand how this invasion will drastically damage and forever
 change our way of life.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nancy R. Pagano
5830 Moss Ct., Fort Pierce, FL  34982

mailto:nrpagano99@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Jim Applegate
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fl.Train
Date: Friday, October 10, 2014 6:50:34 PM

Mr. Winkle,
Please do not approve the high speed train thru Florida. This train proposal will ruin our quiet way of
 life. It will destroy our environment along the Indian River Lagoon. It will tie up traffic along our
 roads.
  Every single person you ask is opposed to it. Please join us and oppose it also.
Thank You,
Jim Applegate

mailto:jgapple1@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Michael Corbett
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida "fast train" I am opposed.
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:14:19 AM

Dear Sir/Madam,

As a long time resident of Vero Beach Indian river County Florida, I am disturbed by and very much opposed to the
 proposed  “Fast Train Project” . It offers no benefits to my community, county or indeed the State of Florida. It will
 be a costly project only adding to the tax burden of the average Floridian. In this fast moving technological time we
 live in, adding antiquated train services seems particularly out of place.

Please consider the views of the majority of Floridians who oppose this project.

Michael B. Corbett
1590 Majorca Pl
Verp Beacj.  F: 32967

mailto:mbcmd@earthlink.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: shaykyla@yahoo.com
To: john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov; Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil; David.Keys@noaa.gov;

 Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil; Allan.Nagy@faa.gov; James.Christian@dot.gov; Benito.Cunill@dot.gov;
 Gavin.JamesG@epa.gov; Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov; John_Wrublik@fws.gov; Charles_Kelso@fws.gov;
 CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; BillNelson@senate.gov; Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com;
 Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov; GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov

Subject: Florida All Aboard
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 6:37:41 PM

Dear Mr. Winkle, 

I do not support the Florida All Aboard project. It will bisect Martin
 County, most specifically Stuart, the city I reside in into two
 separate and distinct halves. It will significantly affect our way of
 life. If the project continues with the approvals, our citizens will be
 subjected to an adverse way of life which is not why we moved to Martin
 County. I do  not believe this railway project if for passengers. It is
 for freight, plain and simple. For commerce which does not benefit our
 county in any way shape or form, we are being forced to potentially
 accept a project and fund a project which will endanger the lives of
 our citizens and our visitors. The railway will further aggravate
 medical response teams from accessing Martin Memorial Hospital of which
 locations are restricted by access across the existing tracks. Stop
 forcing commerce agendas at us. We do not support this project in the
 projected target area. 

Kyla Shay Krosin,

Concerned resident of Martin County, Florida
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From: Denise Hartman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida All Aboard
Date: Friday, September 26, 2014 2:06:14 PM

I have lived in the town of Jupiter at my present address for 19 years. I am a recreational boater. We own a sailboat
 that requires bridge openings but do not travel up the Loxahatchee River because it is two shallow.

My community in Jupiter boarders I 95. When we purchased our home we knew the interstate was there and that
 someday it would be widened and would become noisier. A sound barrier was erected but when the wind blows
 from the west  you can here the traffic from the highway.

I am very much in favor of the train.  I am very much aware of climate change and it's effects on my environmental
 surroundings. Tides are higher and beach erosion is more prominent. A rainier and longer wet season has increased
 local and coastal flooding. Our oceans are becoming more acidic. Our community is geared towards retirees and the
 ocean and the leisure activities that are associated with these activities. I believe in climate change and it's long term
 effects on my children and my state and country that I am willing to reduce my carbon foot print  to   the extent that
 I drive a hybrid.

I understand that this train and it's scheduled traffic is geared more towards European and South American Tourists
 and those people arriving in port on cruise ships. It is a very effective and efficient way to move passengers from
 South Florida to Orlando. I also do not believe that the country has the capacity to continue moving large amounts
 of baby boomers and Mellinnials by air.    I am hopeful that this is the beginning of train infrastructure development
 in Florida and the rest of the United States. I find it embarrassing the countries refusal to invest in high speed rail
 and much other needed infrastructure. We are decades behind other developed peers and China will have built
 12,000 miles of high speed rail in less than 15 years., 

Many people site concerns that this will result in increases freight traffic between Miami and points north. There is
 great concern and worry about mega container ships emptying their containers in Miami and then 20,000 containers
 will be hitting our highways and rails heading north.  I do not believe this to be the case. McKinsey and Company
 have stated that because of business preference for just in time delivery that larger container ships will not be as
 profitable or as desirable as believed. The time to unload ships, load them on trains or trucks and then drive north is
 too expensive and time consuming. Miami will never be able to compete effectively with Jacksonville or
 Savannah.   If shipping is required to be moved north of West Palm it will

The highest demand for bridge openings for the is between 10 and 6 pm on weekends during the summer months. In
 my opinion the non opening AIA bridge is as much a hinderance to the free flow of traffic in and out of the
 Loxsahatchee as the 100 year old bascule bridge. Is it possible when upgrades to the track are made to build double
 the current width of the ecisting bridge or add an additional opening  to allow two way traffic during those busy
 weekends. I do not favor raising the elevation of the bridge above current grade because that would hinder and
 destroy the town feel of the current track elevation both from a visual standpoint. Most people would prefer to wait
 in traffic than to visually change the Dixie Highway/A1A corridor in Jupiter.

Lastly since the tracks are on privately owned right of way and have been there for nearly 100 years I do not believe
 that the Towns, and or property owners along the RR right of way have a legal leg to stand on. I would prefer an
 accommodative solution than war. 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:denisesail56@gmail.com
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From: Jancy11@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida All Aboard
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2014 2:24:06 PM

Dear Sir:
 Again this morning I watched the St. Lucie railroad bridge from my living room across the water.
 
Road bridge down to boat traffic and not opening because RR bridge is going up in 5 minutes 7:36 am
RR bridge went up at   7:41 am
South bound train at   7:53 am
Train finished crossing at   8:00 am
RR bridge stayed down
North bound train at   8:16 am
Train finished crossing at   8:22 am
RR bridge goes up at   8:26 am
Road bridge goes up at   8:28 am
Now the boats can go thru 6 headed east bound and 4 west bound
 
The boat traffic held up for 52 minutes.........
This happens almost every weekday morning.
And now they propose adding 2 passenger trains an hour.
This will shut down boat traffic to a stand still.
 
Send the passenger trains West from West Palm Beach to Orlando missing all the coastal areas and
 bottle necks.
 
 Sincerely,
Jack Sailer
1111 SW 5th Terrace
Palm City, FL 34990
 
 

mailto:Jancy11@aol.com
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From: kathyanddon1@comcast.net
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Subject: Florida all aboard
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 10:12:40 AM

Sir,
As a resident of Martin County and a boater I feel I must object to the AAF plans for the high
 speed rail through our county. The DEIS gave no thought to our area, economy, safety, or the
 quality of life we enjoy here.
Too many times I have had to wait for almost 1 hour to cross the Indian River rail bridge. The
 additional train traffic will add an unreasonable amount of wait time and increase the chance
 bf boating accidents as many boats try to navigate through the area in the short amount of
 time allowed between bridge openings. This assumes the bridge will ever open as the times to
 open and close are extremely long. There is a delay of up to 20 minutes from the bridge
 opening and the train getting to the crossing.
All the additional trains will also cause unduly long waits at all the train crossings through out
 the county. This is a safety consideration as the hospital is east of the tracks and many of the
 population is west of the tracks. The delays caused by the closed crossings will impact the
 lives of those on the wrong side of the tracks.
I strongly object to the fact that the EIS completely ignored our area, we receive nothing good
 AAF and the ESI should be discarded, and the project not allowed to move forward.

Respectfully
Don Simons
1688 SE Lake Legacy Way
Stuart, Florida 34997

Sent from XFINITY Connect Mobile App

mailto:kathyanddon1@comcast.net
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov


From: Neil Barney
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida All Aboard
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 2:46:47 PM

Gentlemen:

"Florida All Aboard will be an unmitigated disaster for The Treasure Coast of Florida if it is 
allowed to proceed. Everything from many aspects of safety to property values will be 
negatively affected." 

I'm sure you've already heard the above many times, but the only way you will get a true sense
 of the calamity to come is to visit the area.
Take a week or two to visit the beautiful little towns from Cocoa to West Palm, stand near the 
major crossings and imagine these 110 MPH 
juggernauts passing through...twice an hour!

Many of those towns are already struggling to keep afloat. The most vulnerable ones will 
become ghost towns as the fat cats fly by throwing 'em down in the parlor car. 

My wife and I are already discussing selling our property in beautiful Vero Beach before the 
rush, because everybody tells us it's a done deal, "the fix is in" and there's nothing anyone can 
do. 

Before this happens, I implore you, visit the area. I believe that reason can prevail!   

Thank you,
Neil Barney

mailto:neil.barney@cox.net
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From: Arthur Einstein
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida East Coast RR
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 12:02:28 PM

To whom it may concern

Please add my name to the list of outraged Floridans who oppose Florida East 
Coast’s plan to pollute our communities with more train traffic.

I am an enthusiast fan of high speed rail, if it’s properly done.  

Florida East Coast’s plan could and should be routed to minimize environmental 
and social impact.

All Aboard Florida sticks a finger in the eye of more than a million people who’ll 
be hit with more train traffic and all it brings with it:  more noise, more pollution, 
more traffic congestion, more hazardous driving and boating conditions, added 
expense for improving grade crossings, ripping up our downtowns to add tracks.  
The objections are many and obvious.

The environmental impact statement Florida East Coast commissioned in simply a 
sham.

They have refused to disclose financial projections - and we can only assume, based
 on 
experience elsewhere, that passenger service will be a loss leader - and that 
increased freight traffic, lumbering through our towns,  is the goal.

People I meet, who are being “flipped off” by Big Choo Choo object to our 
communities being trampled by a company who is proposing to provide a service 
but in fact will be creating slum corridors through our towns.

(signed)  Arthur Einstein Jr

Arthur Einstein
"Not such a bad guy once you get to know him"
914-772-8378
http://loyaltybuilders.com/blog  
http://theartofeinstein.typepad.com 
http://arthureinstein.com
http://packardadbook.com

mailto:arturony@me.com
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From: Denise Gogarty
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida fast train
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 1:49:59 PM

Dear John Winkle,

  Please deny this travesty of train service from Miami to Orlando through all our seaside communities
 from which we will get all the aggravation, noise, traffic congestion and  disruption with no benefit
 whatsoever.  If such a service is necessary it must be through sparsely settled areas in the central part of
 the state and NOT in Martin and St Lucie and Broward Counties.

  I hope and trust that you will do the humane thing.
Denise Gogarty
Stuart, Florida

mailto:dgogarty@aol.com
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From: kathygin@yahoo.com
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Subject: Florida has a limited number of natural resources but we have water - please conduct a public hearing regarding

 this proposal that threatens our wetlands
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:30:30 PM

My Name: Kathy Siano

My Email: kathygin@yahoo.com

My Address:

2025 Mimosa Ave.

Florida has only a limited number of natural resources. We don't have oil or copper mines or endless forests. What we do have is water.
 And, water is one thing we can't live without. That's why we ask that you conduct public hearings immediately on the All Aboard Florida
 proposal that threatens our precious wetlands. These areas are part of our most valuable natural resource and AAF is likely to
 contaminate these wetlands by running 32 diesel passenger trains through them every day.

How are the herons, the egrets and other wildlife supposed to survive the constant noise, vibrations and diesel fuel exhaust from these
 trains? In combination with the expected increase in freight traffic, birds and animals will be bombarded every day with more than 50
 man-made invasions. In the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and their own documents All Aboard Florida constantly
 claims they will improve quality of life. Whose life are they talking about? Surely not the birds who live in the wetlands, nor the humans
 who depend on underground water sources for every day living.

Water is one of our state's few natural resources. We must preserve this forever. Please do not permit All Aboard Florida to invade our
 wetlands without even allowing the public to offer a countering point-of-view based on facts. Schedule public hearings on the wetlands
 to let our voices be heard.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Kathy Siano

mailto:kathygin@yahoo.com
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov


From: John Dratch
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Thomas Hardy; bsolari@ircgov.com; jd32963@comcast.net
Subject: Florida High Speed Rail - Project Status, AAF"s Proposal For High Speed Trains
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 2:56:09 PM

It appears that significant issues about 32 High Speed Trains running thru
Indian River County and beyond, specifically Vero Beach and Sebastian and
North to Coco Beach
have been written off as not being of much concern to AAF. "It is however
much concern to the residents, the Government, Cities and County as has been
expressed at meetings, in the press etc".

Considering the numerous crossings in both Vero  Beach and Sebastian there
has been no consideration given to the distances between each road/train
crossings.
It would appear that due to these distances two or more crossing will be
shut down at the same time due to the speed of the trains and the short
distances between the crossings.
There has been no consideration for time of day in the proposal. Rush hour
in the AM's and PM"s were not given any consideration. There is considerable
traffic on the roads crossing the tracks at this time of the day.

The AAF has not given any consideration to alternative routes for the
trains.
Consider the attached web site which outlines a Vision Plan for the State of
Florida for High Speed Rails.

On the plan is a connection between Fort Pierce and Orlando via the Florida
Turnpike.
Lands can be made available by the State for this route and would eliminate
the cost of building a rail system across the Beeline ( 528).
This alternative is in keeping with the Vision Plan and would eliminate all
the concerns for High Speed Trains running thru congested city areas from
Fort Pierce North to Coco.
It would eliminate all the costs associated with having to spend money on
securing all the street crossings, eliminate the horns and the necessary
upgrades to the existing tracks.
AAF's current plan does nothing for protecting the tracks before and after
the road crossings where people on foot and animals cross these tracks all
the time.
Slow speed freight trains give those crossing the tracks time to get out of
the way. This is not true for trains traveling at 110 miles per hour.

This alternative route for AAF's High Speed Trains make a lot of sense and
could be a cost effective alternative and solve the problem of the
objections raised by many.
Bring this alternative to the table and give it serious consideration.

"Give our communities a break and do the right thing".

John Dratch, Vero Beach

http://www.floridabullettrain.com/fhsra/2_projectstatus.html

mailto:jd32963@comcast.net
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From: Michael Carroll
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Artis Slappey; Charlie Crist; Congressman Bill Young; Governor Rick Scott;

 District3@cityofpsl.com; karen.sweeney@myfloridahouse.gov
Cc: GG (h); jaybell1937@hotmail.com
Subject: Florida High Speed Rail circa 2050 AD and 2100 AD in Port St Lucie
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 10:44:06 PM
Attachments: Port St Lucie Railway Station.msg

Michael C Carroll, President
news@mccinn.com

MCC INNovations, Inc
www.mccinn.com

772-237-6552
Thursday 6th November 2014

 
Dear Concerned Parties:
 
Per Florida high speed rail meeting at Port St Lucie Civic Center, Florida, 11/6/2014, the following is
 being resubmitted as per 3/23/2012 email.
 
Sincerely,
Michael C Carroll
 
 
Attachment:

Michael C Carroll, President
772-237-6552

MCC INNovations, Inc
news@mccinn.com

Friday 23rd March 2012
 
 
Dear Friends and Public Officials:
 
In consideration of the recent FEC decision to provide private railway service to South Florida I have
 revised the former Treasure Coast Rail and Cruise Service proposal (TCRCS
 www.mccinn.com/Blog.html blog post 1/23/2012) into the Port St Lucie Railway Station (PSL-RS)
 proposal (www.mccinn.com/Blog.html blog post 3/23/2012). The PSL-RS provides the best options
 for the fastest growing area in the region, St Lucie County which forecasted plus 500,000 2050
 population is slated to more than double Martin County's. Foresight and long-term planning urges a
 mass transit facility that can provide maximum throughput and capacity to serve the growing St
 Lucie County's future and to this end, the development of a PSL-RS at Walton road is proposed.
 
The location of this station provides the best infrastructure connection via Walton Rd to the
 proposed Cross-town Pkwy extension and SE Green River Pkwy. Both parkways provide ease of area
 access including I-95 and the Florida Turnpike. This factor will prove indispensible for a community
 that exceeds 500,000 in the future and that is projected to exceed 1 million by the turn of the
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Dear Friends and Public Officials:





 





In consideration of the recent FEC decision to provide private railway service to South Florida I have revised the former Treasure Coast Rail and Cruise Service proposal (TCRCS www.mccinn.com/Blog.html blog post 1/23/2012) into the Port St Lucie Railway Station (PSL-RS) proposal (www.mccinn.com/Blog.html blog post 3/23/2012). The PSL-RS provides the best options for the fastest growing area in the region, St Lucie County which forecasted plus 500,000 2050 population is slated to more than double Martin County's. Foresight and long-term planning urges a mass transit facility that can provide maximum throughput and capacity to serve the growing St Lucie County's future and to this end, the development of a PSL-RS at Walton road is proposed. 





 





The location of this station provides the best infrastructure connection via Walton Rd to the proposed Cross-town Pkwy extension and SE Green River Pkwy. Both parkways provide ease of area access including I-95 and the Florida Turnpike. This factor will prove indispensible for a community that exceeds 500,000 in the future and that is projected to exceed 1 million by the turn of the century. It is imperative that a mass transit connection be developed with the capacity that a Walton Road design can provide for the future needs of the area.





 





 





Sincerely, 





Michael C Carroll












 century. It is imperative that a mass transit connection be developed with the capacity that a
 Walton Road design can provide for the future needs of the area.
 
 
Sincerely,
Michael C Carroll
 



From: Ronald Christensen
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida high speed rail
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:09:50 PM

John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration.

Stuart and Martin County are areas of many people with heavy auto and heavy boat
 traffic all day. The 32 plus many more rail trips per day mostly in the busy hours will
 cause major delays for everyone including emergency vehicles responding to rescue
 calls and the hospital.  
I was a railroad worker in my younger years and worked on rebuilding rail beds that
 had destroyed by flooding in the mid 50's. I am no expert or engineer, my experience
 tells me this is a fools project without question. This will result in a major catastrophe
 (disaster) in our future.
These  road beds and bridges were not built for 100 mph plus trains 32 plus times a
 day, anyone who thinks otherwise does not understand. These rail lines and bridges
 must be rebuilt in areas away from the heavy populated areas now being used.
For those that benefit from this many more will suffer in delays and inconvenience
 daily not counting the catastrophe that will happen.
All countries that have gone with new high speed trains have not used old engineered
 road beds and bridges and some have had major catastrophes.

YOUR PLANS MUST ALTERED, CAUTION MUST BE USED ALONG WITH 
 COMMON SENSE.

                                           Ron C  Christensen
                                                 Palm City, Florida. 34990

mailto:ronc2579@yahoo.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: maryely314@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida High Speed Train
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 11:30:23 AM

32 trains each day vibrating through the historic towns on the Treasure Coast  has to
 deter from the area.  St. Lucie village is going to be ruined by this.  Probably nobody
 associated with the company even knows what these towns are like.  Stuart, Jupiter,
 Ft. Pierce, St. Lucie Village , Vero Beach, and Sebastian are beautiful places with
 many historic buildings the have gone to great lengths to preserve.   This doesn't
 address the safety factor of our emergency vehicles  being delayed at crossings.
 
Nobody seems to have addressed the threat to native wildlife.  An animal wouldn't
 have much of a chance against several tons of steel going 100 miles an hour.  The
 area between Stuart  and Ft.; Pierce  contains the Savannahs  Wildlife preserve and
 the route is right through it.  I believe the western route towards Orlando is through
 the St. John's River Preserve.   I've only been there once, but saw an eagle catching
 fish.  A longer stay would, I'm sure have revealed much more native wildlife.  These
 animals have been squeezed into preserves which are now under threat.  
 
Mary Ely
314 NW Rebecca Avenue
Port St Lucie, Fl 34983
 
 

mailto:maryely314@comcast.net
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From: peggy fisher
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida NOT All Aboard!
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 9:13:47 PM

Florida NOT All Aboard
East Coast
Sep 1, 2014 — To the Editor, Press Journal

Taxpayers should be delighted U.S. Rep Bill Posey has raised the
 subject of what appropriate interest rate the US Government should
 attach to the All Aboard Florida loan.

An accurate answer can be found in the recent loan of $405 million
 which was recently made to AAF, underwritten by Wall Street
 investment companies --- 12% for a five year loan. If a 30 year loan is
 desired the interest rate should be 22.8% our 1.9 times the rate of a 5
 year loan. This ratio is exactly what the market says the US Treasury
 must pay for a 30 year versus 5 year borrowing (3.158% and 1.63%).
 Next the government must decide if AAF can pay the $428 million a
 year debt service required by a $1.875 billion, 30 year loan with a
 22.8% rate.

If 32 trains a day, every day of the year each have 400 passengers,
 AAF would need $91.60 from each passenger merely to repay the loan!

Would our Governor, 2 US Senators and 25 Congressman make this
 loan?

If not would they please follow the good example of Congressmen
 Posey and Murphy ---- write their own letters to the Comptroller
 General about this disaster of a loan application by AAF.

 
 
 

Cheers from Vero Beach,
Peggy Fisher & Tora Too! (pictured below)
Seaside Scoop  Publisher
9360 Seagrape Dr.

mailto:writingbyfisher@bellsouth.net
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Vero Beach, FL 32963
772-388-4920

 
Turn the wheel of your life. Make complete revolutions. Celebrate every turning. And
 persevere with joy.
—Deng Ming-Dao Writer
 
 

          
If you’d like to receive inspiration from the sea via free, monthly Seaside Scoop enews
 reaching readers spanning FL, 43 states and 55 countries abroad with words-for-the-month,
 health, fitness & finance tips, humor, conservation, animal-focused fun, movie & restaurant
 reviews,  the Dating Game Catwalk & much more, please email:
 writingbyfisher@bellsouth.net

 
 

mailto:writingbyfisher@bellsouth.net


From: Gene
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida NOT All Aboard
Date: Sunday, November 2, 2014 4:20:04 PM

Allowing these high speed trains AND increased freight trains to run through the towns on the
 Treasure Coast will be one of , if not the Worst thing for the Florida people as far as safety
 and their current lifestyle. Not only will property values drop , probably drastically but it will
 literally kill the marine industry along the routes as bridges will be down more than up,safety
 vehicles will not be able to reach patients or get them to MUCH needed hospital care nor will
 other emergency personnel be able to get to where they are needed.
I know of three people from our neighborhood that have already sold or are trying to sell their
 houses do to the threat of the train FIASCO. 
There are tracks available west of the coast cities and towns that could be used with little or no
 issues other than the fact that they would have to rent the tracks.

Thank You; Maria & Gene Faatz

                  Palm City,Fl.  

mailto:gene07419@gmail.com
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From: Karen Kerwin
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida Not All Aboard
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 6:25:34 PM

We do not need any more train traffic on the FEC tracks.
  A sound, logical plan would be to use the CSX tracks,
 utilizing more stable tracks and disturbing less citizens
 of their quality of life.  

Karen Kerwin
Hobe Sound, FL 

mailto:kak33455@bellsouth.net
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From: Marcya Brodasky
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida NOT All Aboard
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 8:48:30 PM

John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration

Please do not let FAA expand their plan for a high speed train through the treasure coast.  It will 
destroy the small historic towns north of West Palm Beach.  This area is not Miami or Ft. 
Lauderdale or West Palm Beach.  The developers have already had their way with these areas.  If
 FAA really wanted a high speed train from Miami to Orlando, it would follow the inland route, ie. 
the Florida turnpike, not along the east coast to Cocoa, then to Orlando.  If there are ulterior 
motives here by AAF involving freight as have been suggested in numerous editorials and 
comments, that’s all the more reason for you to prevent that from happening to our small, coastal 
towns.  Increased freight needs to be moved inland away from our small, historic, recreational 
areas along the coast for safety reasons, if not lifestyle ones.  How could the Federal Railroad 
Administration approve such a destructive proposal by AAF??!!!  So many incorrect statistics in 
that EIS!!  Recreational boating and commercial fishing and commercial boat traffic from the gulf 
coast to the east coast will be negatively impacted to the point where it may never recover. If you 
care about life along the Florida east coast, do not let AAF happen!!!  If there were no alternatives 
available, that would be one thing.  But there are alternatives...please make AAF use them...make
 them work with Amtrac and CSX.  A passenger train from Jacksonville to Miami through the east 
coast of FL could be a good thing if it let tourists and residents travel easily along the coastal 
towns.  Freight has NO place through these areas.  PLEASE STOP AAF!!!

Thank you for listening-

Marcya Brodasky
3447 SE Fairway Oaks Trail
Stuart, FL 34997

mailto:summflamingo@comcast.net
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From: Tresha Donahue
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida Not All Aboard
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:25:46 PM

I have been vacationing in Stuart for over 20 years and have recently relocated full
 time to Hutchinson Island.  I have experienced the freight trains causing delays in
 downtown Stuart and Port Salerno from land and water.  It would be a tremendous
 risk for emergency vehicles to be delayed by these additional trains not to mention
 the potential dangers of the high speeds that these trains would be traveling.  Since
 relocating, I have driven to Sarasota and to Tampa. There is a lot of land that is not
 populated, which doesn't go thru the water towns.  The idea of locating these tracks
 along the Florida Tpke seems like a much better idea. Another question that I am
 puzzled about is the need for the frequency of these trains since Amtrak already
 covers this territory and is underutilized.

This will be a problem for emergency vehicles along with long delays for the
 homeowners and visitors to our area.  The noise alone charging thru local towns will
 be a huge deterrent.  I can't imagine driving thru downtown Stuart while one of these
 trains is going thru.  The traffic will be backed up for blocks and blocks.   Also, we
 just voted on a bill which didn't pass that would have used an additional tax to pay for
 improvements to roads and bridges.  How is all this additional weight and speed
 going to effect the bridges and what will be the wear and tear on the additional
 openings of these bridges?  

There must be a better way to run these rail lines if they are even necessary to begin
 with at all.

Tresha Donahue
1550 NE Ocean Blvd.
Stuart, FL  34996
treshadonahue@yahoo.com

mailto:treshadonahue@yahoo.com
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From: Denny Donahue
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida Not All Aboard
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:36:42 PM

My wife and I relocated to Stuart in May after having vacationed here for over 20
 years.  We experienced the delays caused by the opening and closing of the
 causeways to Hutchinson Island before the permanent higher structures were built.
  The idea of all the additional trains and the high speeds which they will be travelling
 will create a huge congestion and safety problem.  The emergency vehicles will be
 delayed when seconds count.  The traffic in downtown Stuart will dramatically effect
 the local businesses and cause long lines of traffic backed up at roads and on
 bridges.  It will be a deterrent to tourism both on land and on the water.

Denny Donahue
1550 NE Ocean Blvd.
Stuart, FL  34996
DDonahue336@yahoo.com

mailto:ddonahue336@yahoo.com
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From: Joseph Davis
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida NOT all aboard
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 10:09:28 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am strongly opposed to the high speed rail proposal Miami to Orlando. To bring 32 trains per day through our
 town of Jupiter is an insane idea. Please look hard at the impact on the environment and consider how this destroys
 the quality of life for Jupiter residents. Look at the noise pollution, car and boating traffic grid lock, and air
 pollution. The Loxahatchee river is crossed and cut off by these railroad tracks.  The railroad bridge was built in the
 1920's it cuts of f access to the waterway. The people of Jupiter choose to live in this beautiful place to get away
 from trains and buses and the noise of a big city. Look hard at the 90 degree turn just after Riverside drive, this is a
 dangerous turn and trains must slow way down to negotiate this safely this adds to the time in takes to clear the
 tracks for boats and cars.
If this proposal is to be adopted it can only work if they use the tracks west of town. This only mays sense given that
 the impact is far less on the environment and population.
Thank you for reading my concerns,
Joe Davis
18723 Rio Vista Dr.
Tequesta, FL 33469

Sent from my iPad

mailto:perfectparts@me.com
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From: A Scott
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida NOT All Aboard
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 6:20:05 PM

Dear Railroad Analysts:

We are seeking your help to stop a project that is important to all Floridians. As
 you may know, All Aboard Florida has applied to the Federal Railroad
 Administration for the largest federal railroad loan ($1.5 billion) in history. The
 purpose of the loan is to start a passenger railroad service from Miami to
 Orlando. The loan application is based on false premises and would result in an
 irresponsible waste of taxpayer money.

The great flaw in the application is that passenger railroad services have never
 been profitable. Yet All Aboard Florida has claimed that it would be profitable
 and privately funded with no financial burden to the State of Florida. Simply
 stated, there is no precedent for the claims made by All Aboard Florida.

Also important is the experience here in Florida. First, we already have a
 passenger service from Miami to Orlando. It is AMTRAK’s Sunset Limited, and
 it survives with large federal subsidies. Furthermore, the State of Florida has
 gone to a great effort to study the feasibility of three other railroad passenger
 services for Florida — and turned them down because it was determined that they
 lacked economic feasibility. The first was the Florida Overland Express, the so-
called Bullet Train in the 1990s. In 2004, a constitutional amendment to Florida’s
 constitution was repealed based on the endorsement of Governor Jeb Bush to kill
 a proposal for a second passenger service. Finally, in 2010, Governor Rick Scott
 rejected federal funds of $1.25 billion for another proposed passenger service
 because it would be “far too costly for taxpayers” and “the risk far outweighed
 the benefits.” These considered judgments were based on serious state studies.

An editorial in the Palm Beach Post on May 17, 2014 went right to the heart of
 the matter. It called All Aboard Florida’s business plan “odd,” and quoted an
 economist as saying it “was pie in the sky.” On top of this a thoughtful article by
 the well-known author Carl Hiaasen pointed out that All Aboard Florida has sued
 to keep its ridership surveys a secret. All Aboard Florida is trying to foist upon us
 a pig in a poke. In the coming weeks the Federal Railroad Administration will
 issue an Environmental Impact Study and give the public an opportunity to
 comment on the loan application. Please give your attention to this matter and
 lend us your support. The project lacks any objective basis and the loan should be
 rejected. We are counting on you to protect the public interest.

Concerned Jupiter, Florida Resident,
Alohalani Scott

mailto:akaaloha@gmail.com
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From: Marianne G. Kaiser
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida Not All Aboard
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 5:43:36 PM

The proposed All Aboard Florida rail line through St Lucie county will be very detrimental to our quality of life as
 well as the emergency first responders. Please do not approve their request to run through St lucie county. We ate
 very opposed to this very important issue.
Thank you.
Marianne Kaiser

mailto:mariannek387@comcast.net
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From: stephen Morrill
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@DOT.Gov
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: Florida Passenger Rail Project
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 4:20:46 PM

Dear Sir;
Please allow me to introduce myself, as an interested party in the proposed new “commuter”
 rail service through Eastern Florida.  My comments are that of a residence owner (2011-
present) in Stuart, FL at 2972 Fairway West, where I have much enjoyed the winter weather. 
  I oppose this intrusion into the serenity of our Florida East Coast lifestyle.  If passed, I would
 consider options to leave the area.
When an unbiased assessment considers all factors of disruption, pollution (noise, air and
 ground), inconvenience vs benefit to the area, there appears no reasonable debate.  This
 project provides no material benefit to Stuart, Martin County, St. Lucie County, and the many
 counties and communities through which it plans to pass.  No rail service for us, just
 headaches.
Home prices will fall, tax bases will diminish and cities, towns, and counties will suffer. 
 Communities will need to add police to monitor traffic and citizen concerns and add
 emergency responders against the potential of a rail accident in densely populated areas.
In my 67 years on this Earth, my memory fails to recall such a travesty of judgment to allow
 this project any public debate.
Please examine the true negative impact this rail project would have on our precious East
 Coast, and determine the rail transportation should be redesigned and relocated out in rural
 areas where it would be far less disruptive.
Sincerely,
Stephen Morrill2972 Fairway West
Stuart, FL 34997
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From: Katherine Neurohr
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida Trains
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 1:00:03 PM

Dear Sirs:

Please do not run the train along the coastal region of Florida.  There are multiple rail and
 street crossings that run through highly populated areas here in Stuart.
This kind of transit would ruin the atmosphere of our community,  pose a safety threat to our
 tourists and negatively impact our property values.

Please make the rail lines run further to the west, where there is mostly cattle grazing lands.

Katherine Neurohr, Realtor
Real Estate of Florida
2391 SE Ocean Blvd.
Stuart, FL 34996
((772) 334-1110 Office
((772) 334-1120 Fax
(( 772) 631-0681 Cell
 KatherineSellsHomes@gmail.com
www.BuyHomesinStuart.com

mailto:katherinesellshomes@gmail.com
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From: few1291@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida"s All Aboard passenger train, Orlando-Miami
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 12:00:33 PM

My wife and I, our 4 sons, 4 daughters in-law, and 10 grand children all vote against the proposed train service.  We
 are residents of Martin County, FL.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:few1291@aol.com
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From: David Renne
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Florida"s high speed passenger rail
Date: Sunday, November 9, 2014 10:15:49 AM

RE:  Florida's High-Speed Passenger Rail

As a resident of Vero Beach, Florida, I am opposed to All Aboard Florida traversing our
 county with no benefit to its citizens and long term negative consequences. 

Coming from the northeast i have only seen property desolation and degradation along rail
 road tracks.  I have concerns that the quality of life in our Treasure Coast communities will be
 significantly lowered if this program is allowed to occur.  This project is clearly not for the
 greater good of most citizens of Florida -- it is for the greater good the corporation and
 financiers supporting it. It would be terrible if the unintended consequences of this project
 adversely affected those communities outside of Miami and Orlando. 

Please think of the majority of residents and not just the chosen few before making this
 decision. 

Sent from my iPad

mailto:davidrenne05@yahoo.com
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From: Your Realestate advisor
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Follow up questions on impact statement All Aboard
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 1:29:27 PM

I have the following questions which I can not find answers for in your impact statement
 regarding All Aboard Florida:
 
1.  You have stated in public comments that there will be a "reduction of noise". How do you
 account for this? Is it only through the use of "quiet zones" and is there an offset for the
 additional noise created by the addition of 36 trips at high speed?  Could you please respond
 with the actual formula used to make this statement?
 
2.  There is little or no mention made of the vibration studies, other than quote the amount of
 affected properties.  Did this report take the vibration regulations into account or is it for
 another office like the epa?  Do these increased limits not have an "environmental affect" and
 were they not studied as needed to be mitigated?
 
3.  Please explain the formula that was used to determine that 1.5 million riders would be
 saving 1.2 million vehicles on the road?
 
4.  Where will I find the reference within the report regarding "lowered property values" and
 please tell me the formulation for this.  
 
 
The EIS will assess the primary and secondary (or induced)

social and economic impacts of the Project, which may include relocating residences and

businesses, changes in business patterns, employment, local school enrollment,

community infrastructure, property values, and tax valuation/revenues
 
While the report does make small mention to tax valuation, it has little to no information
 about the effect of property values.  
 
5.  Can you please explain who is responsible for the quality control of this study, the
 completeness and accuracy of the information contained therein, and how I may contact this
 individual or group of individuals.
 
Thank you for your attention to this issues as it will have a wide lasting impact on our
 community.

Jinger Knox

mailto:jingerk@msn.com
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321-288-1689
 



From: Rosalie Hagel
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Following Release of DEIS
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 5:40:32 PM

My family and I are totally in favor of this project - as a resident of Broward County - I'm
 looking forward to the opportunity to travel more easily and conveniently between Miami and
 Orlando. Further, I think All Aboard Florida has done an outstanding job educating the
 community and taking all appropriate measures to create the safest and most efficient service
 possible, while being thoughtful to residents and businesses along the route. This is one of the
 BEST things to happen to Florida in a very long time!!

mailto:prhh29@gmail.com
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From: Escues
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Lucy Escue
Subject: For John Winkle
Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 5:29:34 PM

Hello,

 

Real simply, AAF will destroy the Treasure Coast.  Imagine in excess of 50 trains per day (passenger
 and freight) passing through this area.  Just last week, I was held up at the intersection of Monterey
 Road and Dixie highway for 28 minutes....for 1 train!!

 

AAF has consistently stretched the truth.  It is simply a real estate venture in Miami, Fort Lauderdale
 and West Palm Beach to develop property that Fortress owns.  Here is a key question to think
 about.....why should Fortress get a loan to build of all things, an 80 story building in Miami?  What
 has that got to do with transportation?

 

Send the train through rural areas west of the Treasure Coast.  This makes the most sense and is the
 safest option.  This whole project is a mistake waiting to happen.  The ridership will not materialize
 as projected and a couple years later there will be no running trains but real estate ventures will be
 making money for Fortress.  Many of the folks that AAF claims will be riders will rent cars. 

 

Please look at this very closely.  This project is not in the best interest of the citizens or the state.  It
 is a boondoggle that needs shut down by not allowing it to happen.  Let's have the government
 work for the people, not a disreputable business that continues to provide false and misleading info
 and even sued the state to prevent the release of very basic information!!

 

Thanks,

 

Bill Escue

-- 
The Escues
772-286-5376

mailto:escues@sbcglobal.net
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From: Jerry
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fort Pierce
Date: Saturday, November 15, 2014 11:10:38 AM

I do not know how anyone in their right mind could say that this would be good for Fort Pierce. Over 20 trains per
 day running
through downtown with all of the noise and blocking traffic. This would be bad for the entire Treasure Coast and of
 no benefit at
all for the Treasure Coast.

jerry@apachesupplyinc.com
910-251-1488

mailto:jerry@apachesupplyinc.com
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From: Kelly Gvozdenovich
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FRA Response - Brown
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 3:30:17 PM
Attachments: FRA brown.pdf

On Behalf of Nelle W. Temple Brown: Please see attached response to FRA - regarding the
 DEIS 

Sincerely,

Kelly A. Gvozdenovich
Loblolly POA / Residential Services / CARE FL
email: kellyg@loblollyinfo.com
Phone: 772-545-2532
Fax: 772-546-1062

mailto:kellyg@mail.loblollyinfo.com
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From: Kelly Gvozdenovich
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FRA response - Wakefield
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 3:45:14 PM
Attachments: FRA WAKEFIELD.pdf

On behalf of Mrs. Wakefield: Please see response to the FRA in regards to the DEIS for AAF 

Sincerely,

Kelly A. Gvozdenovich
Loblolly POA / Residential Services / CARE FL
email: kellyg@loblollyinfo.com
Phone: 772-545-2532
Fax: 772-546-1062

mailto:kellyg@mail.loblollyinfo.com
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From: Rgibbons5343
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: rich.ampbell@scripps.com
Subject: FRA"s draft Enviro Impact Statement 09-19-2014
Date: Saturday, September 20, 2014 10:52:09 AM

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Room W-3831
Washington DC 20590

Dear Administrator Winkle,

Please register my opposition to the proposed "All Aboard Florida" (AAF) rail plans for
 coastal Florida.

From excerpts of your Statement quoted in today's MC Scripps Treasure Coast
 Newspaper, it appears that on all controversial points (rail crossings, navigation
 impacts, safety concerns, noise & vibration), you merely make declarative
 statements affirming AAF's position on these important concerns.

Where is the actual evidence, citations of engineering & safety studies, environmental
 impact evidence that backup your claims? 

Please send me a copy of the Draft Statement or at least a Link to the Appendix or
 List of Studies actually conducted by the FRA to justify your tentative conclusions. 

Having resided and worked in Martin County for 6 years in real-estate related
 profession, I am opposed to AAF's plan and route for the following reasons:

1. Residents who live East of the rail crossings (East of Hwy A1A) lives will be in
 danger in emergency's by additional delays which reduce access to Hospitals and
 health care; Fire and Law Enforcement access to residents East of the rail crossings
 will be delayed and reduced, thus endangering the safety and survival of these
 thousands of residents.

2. Navigation, Marine Safety and local Economy: Boaters, Marine Businesses and
 vital Tourism will be hampered and negatively impacted by additional bridge closings
 and delays. Safe access to our harbors and rivers will be greatly reduced, thus
 hampering economic growth and safety of our recreational and commercial boaters.

3. Infrastructure: Despite your bland statements, the Bridges will not long tolerate
 such additional openings and closings.  They are old and worn, and cannot
 reasonably be expected to accommodate this 300% increase in rail traffic. It is
 unlikely that AAF will re-build and update the rail bed to safely accommodate speeds
 of 90-100 MPH. It is unlikely that grade-level crossings will safely handle these
 speeds, and unlikely that nearby buildings, historic structures will be insulated from

mailto:rgibbons5343@comcast.net
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 this increased Noise and Vibration. 

4. Property Values & Quality of Life: The above impacts of AAF will surely decrease
 the value of residential and commercial properties with proximity to this massive
 increase in rail impacts. With the much greater inconvenience (and reduced safety),
 resident's quality of life will be greatly reduced.

5. FRA & US Govt loans to AAF are a blatant raid on tax-payer funds, and should not
 be approved.

6. I recommend you disapprove AAfFs current plans and route, and that you
 encourage AAF to build a safe rail route WEST of the Florida Turnpike.

In conclusion: I am strongly opposed to AAF and look forward to receiving evidence
 of the studies and engineering/safety analyses on which you base your apparent
 approval of AAF.

Sincerely,

Robert A. Gibbons
5343 SE Miles Grant Rd, # G-103
Stuart FL 34997

(772) 600-7990



From: paul sweetnam
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: freight line
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 11:46:41 AM

My name is Paul Sweetnam and I live in a retirement community called Pelican Pointe in Sebastian, FL.  We bought
 this home as our forever home after many years of hard work.  All this is now threatened by the "all aboard"
 proposal to add passenger service to Miami.  I believe this is all a ploy to use this set of rails for the  transport of
 freight after the Panama Canal is widened.  Please do not allow "all aboard" to disrupt our lives!  Paul Sweetnam,
 5835 Marina Drive #5, Sebastian, Fl  722-918-8845

mailto:sweetnampaul@yahoo.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: JOANN LIEBERMAN
To: AAF-comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@DOT.Gov; wdavis@ircgov.com; jflescher@ircgov.com;

 tzorc@ircgov.com; pobryan@ircgov.com; bsolari@ircgov.com
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: from Joann Lieberman
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:26:34 AM

I am a resident of Indian River County and I also own a condo in Laguna Condominiums that I rent out.  This
 complex faces  Indian River Blvd. but the development goes west and approaches US1 near 41st St. in Vero Beach. 
 That makes it quite close to the RR tracks that are being considered for the high speed rail from Miami to Orlando.
I was looking into buying another condo in this area as a rental property but will not do this if the train being
 proposed is allowed.  That is just ONE of the many reasons why I am against this proposal.
  I lived in Miami for 20 some years and we moved to Vero because of the small town atmosphere, the quiet and the
 quaintness.  I believe that all the results of this proposal passing have not been completely researched.
I also want to know why Vero should have this brought through  our community when we receive None of the
 benefits.
  I would like a moratorium on this until more information about the specific effect this will have on our town and
 county.
Joann Lieberman
8580 Seacrest Dr.
Vero Beach, FL 32963
772-589-6054
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From: Susie Cassens
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Susie Cassens
Subject: From Susie Cassens on All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:29:24 PM

Susie Cassens
1876 Shinn Rd.
Fort Pierce, Fl 34945
 
Please address these issues with the All Aboard Florida Project:
 
1.How does this project "contribute to the economic recovery efforts" of the City of Fort
 Pierce?
 
2. How will All Aboard Florida deal with the motor vehicle congestion at Train Stops caused
 by the passage of their trains?  
 
3. Fort Pierce has been using millions of local and Federal (CBDG) monies as a tool for
 economic restructuring via Historic Preservation.  How will All Aboard Florida mitigate for
 damage which may occur to these structures as a result of their business?
 
4. How will All Aboard Florida address measurement of Air Quality Standards according to
 the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency? And if they are found not to be in compliance
 then how will this be addressed?
 
5. How is the All Aboard Florida Project considered to be "merit based" when a similar
 Service exists (Amtrak) for the Miami to Orlando Route?
 
6. If All Aboard Florida is found to damage the Tourism Industry for the City of Fort Pierce
 because of congestion and disruption of traffic hindering economic recovery efforts of the
 Fort Pierce Area. How will they be held accountable?
 
7. What is the Evacuation Plan for All Aboard Florida during Hurricanes and People being
 evacuated from the Islands to the Mainland?
 
8.  If All Aboard Florida is found to be a constant disruption to emergency vehicles then how
 will this be corrected?
 
9. If All Aboard Florida is shown to have a negative impact on the Wildlife of any
 environmentally sensitive areas how will it be addressed and corrected?
 
 
 
Thank you,
 
Susie Cassens
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" REWARDS NAZI SIEMENS IN HOLOCAUST
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:30:25 PM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 

From: defendjerusalem@mindspring.com [mailto:defendjerusalem@mindspring.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 01, 2014 10:50 PM
Subject: "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" REWARDS NAZI SIEMENS IN HOLOCAUST
 

 

 

 

"All Aboard Florida" Rewards Nazi Siemens in Holocaust

 
 

 

Mike Reininger
Pres. and CEO
"All Aboard Florida"

How Could You?

Shalom International had 20 rallies in the last two months to support Israel and to oppose Hamas/ISIS and all Islamic Nazis. We rallied in Coral Gables,
 Pinecrest, Ft. Laud., Boca Raton, Buffalo, Rochester, NYC at UN, at the White House and also spoke to 20 media in this process.  Next week will be our 700th
 rally/event and over 2250 news media since Oct. 2007 and 850 rallies and 3500 media since 1989, including going to 31 'death camps' and doing major events
 at 13 of them.

When I got back to S. Fla., we discovered that "All Aboard Florida's" picking of Siemen's to supply your trains, was truely one of the most contemptible and low
 class rewards you could have made to the very Nazis and their role in the Holocaust and Floridians are going to pay for it and be implicated in this disaster.

No wonder you cowardly avoided our letters in March of 2013 on this very issue. The conspiracy was already in with your collaboration.

"FROM HITLER TO HAMAS/ISIS AND 'ALL ABOARD FLORIDA", THE HOLOCAUST CONTINUES".

Siemens was one of the most corrupt companies then and today and its role in the gas chambers, slave labor and a host of crimes against humanity and the
 Jewish people, its production of VI and V2 rockets and role with U-Boats and how many houndreds of thousands of lives it cost is beyond contemptible politics
 to reward this outrage.

Seven million Jews were exterminated. A gas chamber was just found near Sobibor death camp in Poland, this Sept. 2014, also enclosed. 

Over 60 millions were killed in WWII, but neither Germany, nor Europe were deNazified and so the sweeping anti Semitism today across Europe is how the
 Holocaust began in the first place.

And you pick one of the worst German companies and offenders in the Holocaust to run "All Aboard Florida". What a slap in the face to all of Siemens and
 Hitler's victims.

The very Arab/Muslim Nazis aligned with Hitler to "Kill All Jews" are the very enemies Israel and America and this planet are facing today.

The lesson of the Holocaust was that the Jews were expendible and still are and then all were vulnerable and 1938 is being repeated by those very forces in the
 UN, EU, Vatican and Obama/Hillary/Kerry siding with the terrorists committed to killing all 'infidels' and "All Aboard Florida" now is funding and rewarding the
 very companies complicit with the slave labor of 14millions worked to death or led to the gas chambers they built and used and exterminated so very many
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 millions in the worst crime in history.

Germany's "Final Solution Of The Jews" was industrialized mass murder and Siemens was one of the leading companies behind it, you've chosen for "All Aboard
 Florida" and is really "All Aboard Auschwitz."

"FROM ALL ABOARD AUSCHWITZ TO ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" YOU ARE GUILTY OF THIS HORROR IN ALLOWING THE CRIMINALS TO BE REWARDED
 AND NOT PAYING THEIR DUES TO THEIR VICTIMS."

SIEMENS with $104billion in revenues offered $12millions to survivors in it's 'generous gesture of good will' and 'deepest regrets.' This is the group that Hitler
 addressed at its factory in Nov. 1933 denouncing Jews and "All Aboard Florida" rewards a contract with Siemens and its mass murder history with 400 satellite
 plants as part of this Holocaust and hundreds of thousands of slaves and lives taken.

There were 42,500 places of mass murder that the Nazis did  in their killing spree. The mass murderers were allowed to escape and then given pensions by the
 German and others. The same happened to the slave labor companies of which Siemens was the worst of the worst.
Today, the 'death camps' are the world's largest Jewish cemeteries with giant crosses on Jewish graves, the Holocaust itself trivialized and the these sacred
 grounds commercialized. At Dachau, near Munich, where 40,000 were murdered and the Germans deny the use of the gas chamber, which was used,
 McDonald's was handing out flyers where burgers and fries could be purchased.
At Auschwitz, where millions were murdered, 90% Jews, there is a post office, crosses, disco, banking, restaurants at this extermination camp where Siemens
 was a key player. Of course, only a good Nazi would have an appetite after going through Auschwitz/Birkenau.

The survivors were ignored. In 2014 Germany offered $1billion to Ghetto Survivors that only goes back to 1999 while ignoring the previous 50 yrs. So much for
 Germany caring about any of it. Only 3 cents on a dollar has ever been compensated to survivors. In the U.S. there are 125,000 survivors with half below the
 poverty level and struggling, again and again.

Enclosed is testimony in Congress this Sept. 2014, in case anyone thinks the issue isn't of concern today. Obama offers the survivors $15 million, while giving
 $2billion to Hamas and Fatah, both committed to Israel's destruction and in total violation of U.S. Code Title 18: "No Material Support to Terrorists."

On the eve of Yom Kipper, praying for atonement for 5775 yrs. and our "Covenant with G-d" to this land that millions of Jews were slaughtered for, the world
 again is attacking Judaism and demanding that Israel give up this "Covenant" and to divide itself and Jerusalem, Jewish for 3000 yrs. and give it to the very
 Arabs with Hitler to "Kill All Jews" and who danced in the streets after '9/11'. There is no end to attacking Jews, Judaism, Israel and "All Aboard Florida" has now
 added its agenda to this ever going crisis.  

The murderers know that they can get away with it and now the world is paying for it Big Time.

They kept bashing Jews and Israel and ignored that the very Islamic and German Nazis they allowed to be horrid.... would become a threat to themselves and
 now may well be too late as it was in 1938, when no one thought the Nazis would survive and they did and it swept Europe and around the world and is still a
 threat we all face.

In the last 4 yrs., Shalom International has helped in 15 events for Holocaust Survivors Foundation, USA, against Allianz Nazi Insurance that owes Survivors
 $2billion. Allianz insured the death camps and all the Nazi horror and has stolen policy monies to do golf tournaments in Boca Raton and elsewhere, while
 ignoring the survivors.

This is the German conscience. Also enclosed is a company associated with Allianz also suffering major losses.

In today's monies, the Nazis stole over $320billions let alone 7 million Jewish lives, including 1 1/2 million Jewish children.

One of the leaders in stealing Jewish companies and offering pennies on the dollar was Siemens. This process was called "Aryanization" and again "All Aboard
 Florida" is in collusion with this outrage and grand theft besides the mass murder.

Over 2000 German companies participated in the Holocaust and "All Aboard Florida" chose one of the worst to partner with. It is beyond explanation or excuses.

But when you sell your soul to the Devil, only more negatives can take place.

There is no forgiveness for what Siemens did and no country or organization can make amends.  Siemens has yet to fully compensate survivors and children for
 all times or to even offer explanations for its participation in the Holocaust on so very many levels.

Look at all the lives lost with  Germany bombing England and Antwerp with the hundreds and thousands of V1 and V2 bombs made by slave labor in camps run
 by Siemens or the millions of lives lost in response.

Look at all the ships sunk by 1500 U-Boats that slave labor with Siemens helped to build, besides using the hair of Jews and others exterminated in gas
 chambers and then burned. Over 75,000 lives lost here.

There is no way to add up all of the pain, suffering, torture, horror and mass murder that was trivialized by Germany, EU, Allianz, Siemens etc. and now "All
 Aboard Florida"......covering it all up.

We will now take our protest to the  state, nation and world to stop this outrage.

No company that participated in the Holocaust should be getting $billion contracts and who have yet to compensate survivors which is just one of the issues, let
 alone the immorality of it all.

The criminals get rewarded while their victims are still losing.

SHAME ON "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA".  

Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net
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Subject: Check out AOL.com Article - Archaeologists find hidden gas chamber in concent 

Click here: AOL.com Article - Archaeologists find hidden gas chamber in concentration camp
 

 

Subject: Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA"-No French or German Trains in Holocaust that didn't compensate Survivors 

We sent this by e-mail to the website of Florida Not On Board:

We wrote (them"All Aboard Florida") in March and April, not to have French or German trains that participated in the Holocaust and didn't compensate survivors.
 They have ignored us on these issues or Allianz German insurance that owes survivors $2.5billion and refuse to even meet with survivors. Please call me at
 305-864-5110 and we can send you all the letters we have put out to a number of key people from  Gov. Scott, to both U.S. Senators, to members of Congress
 and your State Sen. Negron as well as Federal Rail Administration.  This issue of $billion contracts given to those who participated in mass murder and no
 compensation to survivors is not just a Fla. issue but in NY, MD, Calif. and a national crisis of cashing in.  Please let us know how we can help you. Bob
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA"-No French or German Trains in Holocaust that didn't compensate Survivors 

Dear Joseph Szabo, Administrator, Federal Rail Administration

Sir:  We are very concerned with any policy that is allowing $Billion contracts to any French and German Rail Company that participated in transporting millions
 of Jews to the death camps in the Holocaust and have yet to compensate any of the survivors or heirs.

We tried to reach "All Aboard Florida" in March and April to respond and they could care less and have ignored us completely.  If they are this immoral, who can
 trust them on any level and this isn't just about 'free enterprise' but the values of this nation not to support the criminals, but to cater to their victims.

We need a national policy that any French, German, etc. railroad company that participated in the Holocaust..... MUST compensate survivors and heirs in
 perpetuity, before any company can do business in the U.S..

This is basic decency and please tell us we can achieve such an action for the Federal Rail Administration that will oversee "All About Florida" and how we can
 help you.

Enclosed are letters to "All About Florida", they never responded to and to others also involved with this issue.

We look forward to hearing from you in this emergency.

Yours in Shalom,

Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

I am also sending this to yvette.taylor@dot.gov who is administrator of Region 4, which includes Florida and this project.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Sherlean Purvis and Michael Kenny-Congressman Murphy

Dear Sherlean: Very nice talking with you today and below are the many issues in other letters that reflect our concerns regarding "All Aboard Florida" and what
 Congressman Murphy can do about it, which we also outlined in our letter to Congresswoman Frankel.

"All Aboard Florida"'s indifference to our concerns on French and German Trains that were used to transport millions of Jews to their deaths and never
 compensated the Holocausr survivors, reflects the immorality and dishonesty of this company, which should sound the alarm to anyone doing business with
 them.

How do we help the victims instead of the criminals?  That is the issue.

Please give this to Michael Kenny and we are happy to help Congressman Murphy to pursue the issues below on a national level.

Looking forward to your early response.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst

http://www.aol.com/article/2014/09/20/archaeologists-find-hidden-gas-chamber-in-concentration-camp/20965314/?icid=maing-grid7%7clegacy%7cdl7%7csec1_lnk2%26pLid%3D532866
http://www.defendjerusalem.net/
mailto:yvette.taylor@dot.gov


Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Felicia Goldstein -Rep. Lois Frankel:

Very nice talking with you today and I appreciate your telling me that if "All Aboard Florida" can't get U.S. tax dollars that China will back them as they
 have the rights for the project itself.

There are times when free enterprise needs to also be responsible. When GM, Chase, Ford, IBM participated with Hitler in the Holocaust, do they have
 an obligation to compensate survivors and heirs?  When Audi mentions last week, they had 20,000 slave laborers in the Holocaust and not a dime in
 compensation, is that to be ignored or responsibility to be dealt with?

With 125,000 survivors in U.S. and 1/2 below poverty level and 20,000 in Fla., what are we to do about any of this with Germany, France,etc. owing
 $Billions and ignoring the survivors and heirs and what is Congress doing about any of it? Rewarding the criminals and to hell with their victims?

This is what Congresswoman Frankel can do about it. Take a leadership role for this national issue. French and German trains are not just for Fla., but
 for NY, MD, Calif, and across America with companies who participated in the Holocaust getting $Billion contracts while not compensating survivors and
 heirs. This is criminal.

1. No company can do business until these issues are resolved and that includes other countries regarding investments, pensions, annuities, etc.

2. No company can do sports etc. until Holocaust survivors and heirs are compensated in perpetuity.

3. Teach the Holocaust nationally in every state so as not to repeat the past. Recently, 54% of the world has no clue, while antisemitism is unleashed
 around the world again.

4. Allow Holocaust survivors to sue Allianz etc. who owe $2.5billion to survivors while doing golf tournaments in Boca Raton. American Jewish Congress
 and Anti-defamation League belong to Claims Conference and have lobbied Congress against investigating the abuse and grand theft of $57millions
 from Survivors, in just this one case. Survivors are ONLY group in America not allowed to sue. Why?

5. All Floridians are picking up the tab for "All Aboard Florida" and yet the trains won't even stop there. Using French and German trains is more insult to
 injury and is  immoral. 

These are not complicated issues and leadership is the missing link to take these moral issues and implement policy.

"All Aboard Florida" reflect the immorality of the company that can't be trusted on any level.

Please let us know how we can help you.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject:  Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" 

Dear Michelle McGovern- Sen. Nelson's Office:

Very nice talking with you today and we need action for the situation is out of control and we'll gladly help.

I know Sen. Nelson is concerned about the "All Aboard Florida" Project and we want to add our concerns on dealing with an untrustworthy
 company who can't even respond to the issues we addressed to them regarding not using French and German trains that participated in the
 Holocaust of shipping millions of Jews to the death camps,but refuse to compensate Holocaust Survivors. The death camps were insured by
 Allianz, who does golf tournaments in Boca Raton with the $2.5billion they owe survivors and yet they refuse to compensate survivors from
 death benefit policies Allianz and others sold.  Why can't the survivors sue Allianz and others? Why doesn't Congress support the survivors
 instead of those who committed the mass murders that Germany gives pensions to and ignores the survivors until they will all be dead? There
 were 42,500 mass killing spots of Jews.  The figure is 7 million Jews killed not 6 million.

We have helped to organize 15 protests against Allianz in Boca Raton with the Holocaust Survivor Foundation, USA and NYC in the last 4 yrs.
 Since 1989, we have done nearly 900 rallies/events and been to 31 death camps and have done over 3500 media. Our latest rally was in
 Jerusalem on May 26, 2014, when Pope Francis was at Yad Vashem and we were asking for everything stolen in Holocaust and for 1500 yrs. to
 be returned to the Jewish community, to open the books on Hitler's Pope and the Vatican Bank and 'rat line', that helped thousands of Nazis
 killers to escape including 30,000 to Argentina; to stop commercializing the 'death camps', the world's largest Jewish cemeteries and sacred
 grounds and return them to the Jewish nation, while the Pope was equating the barrier wall Israel set up to keep out terrorists, with the Warsaw
 Ghetto where 400,000 Jews were sent to be exterminated at Treblinka. The Pope also called the Mufti of Jerusalem, his 'brother.' Two years
 ago, this Mufti called for 'killing all Jews' and the Mufti before him was part of the Holocaust with Hitler to 'kill all Jews.'

It is all connected and time is running out on all of it. We are all in great danger once again.

The Obama administration offers $15millions for 125,000 Holocaust survivors, with 1/2 below the poverty level, while giving $2billion to
 Fatah/Hamas committed to Israel's destruction and in total violation of Title 18 of U.S. Code on giving any 'material support to terrorists'. 

The Obama administration taps everyone's phone and read everyone's email to 'stop terrorism', yet gives up 5 major Taliban terrorists, with
 bloody hands for thousands of deaths, for one American 'we don't leave behind' yet 30%-70% of the homeless are Veterans who are also dying
 because of neglect at the VA hospitals. Was this American a diserter or worse, a collaborator? 

This is the same administration that said along with Hillary in 2011, that Assad of Syria was a 'reformer' and now 200,000 dead and 9 million
 refugees.  This is the same administration that dumps on the Jewish religion and the Jewish people's Covenant with G-d for 5000 yrs. and
 Jerusalem, Jewish for 3000 yrs., that Obama wants to divide and give to the very Arabs aligned with Hitler to 'kill all Jews' and still do, while
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 dancing in the streets after '9/11'. Without the Old Testament, there is no New Testament or Koran. The War Against Jihadist Nazis isn't over,
 nor will it be unless America wakes up and stops Iran from getting its nukes with those negotiations falling apart, among so many others.
 Obama supports Allianz and not the survivors.

The Claims Conference, which is supposed to give survivors what piddling compensation Germany was offering, stole, in just one case of abuse,
 $57million that belong to survivors, yet Congress
supports the Claims Conference over the survivors.

Why is America rewarding those who committed the Holocaust instead of their victims?

Our position in letters below to a number of people of concern and to "All Aboard Florida" is that a company that can't even respond to the issues
 we raised, is dishonest and can't be trusted and we'll gladly testify in Congress for a national policy that doesn't allow any company that
 participated in the Holocaust to do business in the U.S., until they have fully compensated survivors and heirs.

These monies are what Germany, France and others owe but have been ignored waiting for the survivors to die off and to our national shame.

We hope that Sen. Nelson will move on these issues on care, compensation, committments and no business with those who participated in the
 Holocaust and didn't and won't compensate. These are key moral issues that must be addressed.

I eagerly await your response and to meet with the Senator to address these emergency issues.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" 

This was sent today from me to Sen. Rubio's office via his web site.

Sen. Rubio:
There are thousands of Holocaust Survivors in Fla. with 1/2 of them below the poverty level. Nationally, there are 125,000 survivors. While
 Germany gave pensions to mass murderers they ignored the survivors and where is America in all of this?
We asked "All Aboard Florida" not to use French/German trains that participated in Holocaust but have refused to compensate survivors and
 heirs. "All Aboard Florida" hasn't the honesty to even respond to this crisis. This is a national disgrace to reward $billions to those who shipped
 Jews to the Death Camps, insured by Allianz who do golf tournaments in Boca Raton, but won't meet with survivors they owe $2.5billion to,
 among other issues. No contracts for any company involved in Holocaust who refused compensation for slave labor or any of the other horrors
 that destroyed 7 million Jews and others. A national policy would make a major difference since these issues are part of transportation issues in
 Md., NY, Fla., Calif. etc.. Every public official needs to address this emergency. Would appreciate your staff calling me about this and what we
 can do to testify and help in this policy.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" 

Dear Ms. Delaney, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council:

Very nice talking with you today and I'm enclosing our letter  to Sen. Negron and letter to "All Aboard Florida" and other key letters regarding this
 company, we can't trust, Allianz and the Holocaust.

If they'll ignore these issues of concern we presented, this shows a great lack of honesty and not worth doing business with. If they would ignore
 the Holocaust and French and German trains that participated in it, as well as Allianz Insurance for all aspects of what needs to be insured, let
 alone travel insurance, than how can anyone do business with them on any level?

We understand that those not getting any benefits, but are paying for it in many ways, have to be concerned with what doesn't smell right to
 begin with.

$Billion contracts with those companies with an active role in the Holocaust and shipping Jews and others to the 'death camps', insured by
 Allianz, is giving the Nazis a victory, we cannot support on any level.

I understand that the TCRPC is concerned with land use and right of way and environmental issues among many others, but all of these issues
 also have to be using insurance as protection for all involved, should this project be actualized. 

So for the record, the enclosed information is for your Council to also consider these issues.  NY and Maryland are also dealing with these
 issues.

Since "All Aboard Florida's" arrogance, in their mode of operations to completely ignore us, we are not supporting their project.

Thank you for your kind attention to our concerns.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ms. Delaney received the info and is sending me her AAF file as well. Bob
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: NO FRENCH/GERMAN TRAINS IN THE HOLOCAUST FOR ALL ABOARD FLORIDA AND NOW OUR OPPOSITION TO ALL
 ABOARD FLORIDA. 
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Dear Sen. Joe Negron of Stuart, Fla.

You questioned "All Aboard Florida" seeking $1.5billion taxpayer backed federal
 loans for this so-called 'privately' funded project.

We are also questioning the integrity of Mr. Reininger and "All Aboard Florida",
 who have ignored our requests concerning not purchasing either French or
 German trains that participated in the Holocaust,as well as not using Allianz
 insurance that owes Holocaust Surviviors $2.5billion and won't even meet with
 them or even publish names of death benefit policies they stole from the
 survivors, while using those monies for Golf Tournaments in Boca Raton, we
 have protested against these last four years.

We wrote  to "All Aboard Florida", in March 2014 and then again in April and have
 been completely ignored and no response at all about our concerns or demands
 for 'justice'.

This tells us a lot about the company and those in charge.

We are asking for your help to make sure that any company that participated in
 the Holocaust and has ignored survivors and heirs in perpetuity, regarding
 compensations, is not getting huge contracts or even being allowed to do
 business in Fla.; is being funded with tax-payers grants; is being invested in
 through pensions or annuities, but is held accountable for the mass murder and
 atrocities they participated in and allow the survivors to keep on struggling.

There are 125,000 survivors in the U.S. and 1/2 of them are below the poverty
 line, which means this special needs group also adds to the tax payers with
 Medicade and other services, which the French and German governments and
 companies should be paying since they actively participated in this mass murder
 of 7 million Jews; enslaved 14 millions that worked them to death and led to the
 gas chambers and that so many mass murderers were allowed to go free and
 Germany even giving pensions to these murderers while ignoring their victims,
 still struggling to survive.

Florida is home to many thousands of these survivors (20,000) and to ignore their
 pleas for justice only adds to the nightmare they have already endured, while
 aiding the very forces of evil that America lost 400,000 to stop. We just
 remembered the 70th Anniversary of 'D-Day' and yet so much still needs to be
 resolved and why we write you to stand with us on these issues.

A letter below is directed to a State Senator in Maryland who is behind such
 legislation. We have also included letters on Allianz and Norwegian Cruise Lines
 using Allianz travel insurance and still no reply from them either.

We aren't picking on you Senator, as we will also address these issues in the
 Governor's race and all members of the Fla. Legislature as well as members of
 Congress, the Federal Rail Administration, the U.S. Coast Guard and the
 Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council and other Planning Councils.

We have  heard nothing from those running for Gov. and that too is a tragedy.
 Why is any of this morality a difficulty for anyone?

Our model isn't to keep rewarding the criminals, but to support their victims and to
 stop repeating the same mistakes that led to the Holocaust and with a major rise
 in antisemitism in Europe again, this is no time to forgive and forget, but hold
 everyone accountable and responsible.

We look forward to hearing from you on this urgent matter.



I would be happy to meet with you on all of this. We are meeting with the German
 Consul in Miami this Thurs. on these matters. 

Yours in Shalom,

Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

     ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subject: NO
 FRENCH/GERMAN TRAINS
 IN THE HOLOCAUST FOR
 ALL ABOARD FLORIDA

 

 
Mike Reininger Pres. and
 CEO of
All Aboard Florida:
 
Dear Mr. Reininger:
 
Since 1989, Shalom
 International and Defend
 Jerusalem have done 810
 rallies/events and 3500
 media to fight Nazism,
 terrorism and anti-semitism
 and to bring 'justice' to
 Holocaust Survivors. We also
 support Keeping Israel and
 Jerusalem United and  we
 promote our 5000 yr.
 "Covenant" with G-d who
 gave us this 'Holyland' and 
 not be divided and given to
 the very Arabs alligned with
 Hitler to "Kill All Jews", who 
 now cowardly deny the
 Holocaust and who danced in
 the streets after '9/11'. No
 small undertaking.
 
I've enclosed 3 letters below
 regarding these issues and
 campaigns we are involved
 with that are all related. 
 
Should German, French and
 other Governments and
 Corporations from those
 countries, that participated in
 the Holocaust, be allowed to
 do business in the U.S. who 
 have failed to compensate
 Holocaust Survivors and
 heirs, for their Crimes Against
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 the Jewish people and other
 victims?
 
Would All Aboard Florida want
 to be smeared by association
 and profiteering from the
 Holocaust?
 
Rewarding the criminals
 instead of supporting their
 victims is the issue here.
 
How is it possible for any
 corporation to make money
 with any company that
 actively participated in the
 extermination of 7 million
 Jewish men, women and 1
 1/2 million Jewish children?
 
All Aboard Florida has an
 ambitious program to link up
 Miami and Orlando with
 a high speed rail system,
 which we support.
 
What we don't support and
 will oppose, is allowing SNCF
 French Railroad, which
 deported 78,000 Jews to the
 'death camps'  in the
 Holocaust, getting your
 contract for this rail system,
 or its subsidiary, Keolis
 Transit and rewarding them
 for their participation in this
 mass murder.
 
The French were willing to
 turn over their Jews and
 Jews from Europe who had
 escaped to France, over to
 the Germans, who hadn't
 even asked for them at this
 point, but would eventually go
 to the extermination camps,
 while SNCF has refused to
 open up this terrible history of
 its past, let alone to
 compensate Survivors or
 their heirs, to their own
 disgrace and anyone doing
 business with them.
 
Rewarding them with multi-
$Billion contracts only adds
 insult to injury and is a black
 eye for Florida and what you
 are trying to accomplish with
 All Aboard Florida. This is a
 no-win situation for SNCF's
 criminal behavior, denials
 and ignoring what must be
 addressed.
 
Isn't there a Made In America
 train and engine system that
 you could look at or anyone
 else to deal with, to
 accomplish your goals,
 without trivializing the
 Holocaust and all of its



 victims?
 
Just this week, the French
 returned 3 paintings stolen in
 the Holocaust to its owners or
 representatives, among the
 many thousands of art works
 stolen.
 Germany last year, kept
 secret over 1500 art works
 stolen and found in 2012.
 
All we are asking, is that any
 country participating in the
 Holocaust or corporations
 from that country, not be
 rewarded for their
 treacherous , treasonous and
 murderous politics and that
 they have a moral
 responsibility to pay
 Survivors and heirs, to
 provide home care and
 education to the youth on the
 Holocaust, especially with the
 out of control anti-semitism
 on the rise all across Europe
 today, again.
 
Allianz German Insurance is
 another example of a
 company to stay away from
 in terms of travel insurance,
 or any insurance, for your
 operation. They alone, owe
 Holocaust Survivors,
 $2.5billion they stole and as
 much as $20billion owed to
 Survivors from other
 insurance companies that
 reneged on their policies they
 sold to Jews and then the
 Jews were shipped off to the
 death camps. Allianz is the
 20th largest company in the
 world, yet cowardly refuses to
 list the names of those they
 sold policies to. Allianz
 insured the Nazis and their
 Holocaust and the 'death
 camps' and Hitler's
 Economics Minister was
 Allianz' CEO.
 
If the issue is to forgive and
 forget, then what prevents
 the next Holocaust? What is
 the point if there is no
 'justice'?
 
If the model is that a company
 can get away with mass
 murder, than why wouldn't
 any crook or killer do the
 mayhem they do, without any
 remorse or hesitation?
 
There is much at stake today,
 not just in the past horrors we
 must not repeat, but in how
 we are going to survive in the
 future. It isn't by embracing



 those Nazis and collaborators
 such as SNCF and
 subsidiaries.
 
We would like to meet with
 you about this as soon as
 possible and discuss what
 can be done on a host of
 issues relating to this before
 we put a whole campaign
 together to oppose
 SNCF/Keolis getting your
 business.
 
Yours in Shalom,
 
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
Defend Jerusalem
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net
 
 
 
 

 

----------------------------------------
----------------------------------------
----------------------------------------
----------------------------------------
----------------------------------------
------------------------------------

Dear Bob,
Our efforts with NCL have not
 concluded with their very correct
 apology.
I am working with an anti-
discrimination lawyer and below
 you will find his last message to
 NCL.
Jack
 
Ms. Mathews,
 
I write further to my last
 E-mail inquiring whether
 Norwegian Cruise Lines
 intends to fully refund
 those Israeli passengers
 who suffered the
 indignity of being
 prevented from
 disembarking in Tunis
 while gentile passengers
 were permitted to
 disembark.
 
If there were any non-
Israeli Jewish
 passengers, they, too,
 would have a claim
 against Norwegian
 Cruise Lines for racial
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 discrimination.  In
 Shaare Tefila
 Congregation v. Cobb,
 481 U.S. 615 (1987), the
 Supreme Court, per
 Justice White writing for
 a unanimous Court, held
 that Jews are a race for
 purpose of civil rights
 statutes. In addition, the
 law is well settled that a
 member of an affected
 class has standing to
 present a claim for
 discriminatory treatment
 of like members of the
 affected class. That
 means Jewish
 passenger would have a
 claim against Norwegian
 for its capitulation to
 Tunisian authorities
 regarding fellow Jews
 from Israel prevented
 from disembarking in
 Tunis.
 
The court in Walker v.
 Carnival Cruise Lines,
 107 F.Supp.2d 1135,
 1145 (N.D.Cal.2000)
 emphasized “[t]he value
 society places upon
 eradicating
 discrimination and
 ensuring civil rights
 plaintiffs … have their
 day in Court.”
 
Hence, my question: will
 Norwegian refund ticket
 costs to Israeli victims?
 
Sam
 
From: shalominternational
 [mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com]
 
Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014
 10:47 PM
To: zzzz-allianz-samuel
Cc: zzz-lipskar
Subject: Shalom
 International/Defend Jerusalem
 Thanks and Challenges to NCL
 

 

Kevin Sheehan
CEO Norwegian Caribbean

mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com


 Lines
c/o publicrelations@ncl.com
 
Dear Mr. Sheehan:
 
Shalom International/Defend
 Jerusalem wishes to
 congratulate NCL in taking
 action to cancel cruises to
 Tunisia, which refused entry
 to Israeli nationals who were
 passengers on the
 Norwegian Jade.
 
You were quoted in today's
 Miami Herald,3/12/14, as
 saying: "We want to send a
 strong message to Tunisia
 and ports around the world
 that we will not tolerate such
 random acts of
 discrimination against our
 guests"."We are outraged by
 this act and the fact that we
 were not notified in advance
 of this practice. We
 apologize sincerely to our
 guests who were afffected
 and want them to know that
 we have taken the
 appropriate action in
 response."
 
We appreciate your direction
 in this matter and your
 offering complimentary trips
 to those affected and wish to
 urge such consideration for
 other accute matters in this
 letter to you.
 
1. Recently the Norwegian
 YMCA decided to boycott
 Israel and to blackmail Israel
 into dividing Jerusalem,
 Jewish for 3000 yrs. and the
 "Holyland", that has been
 Jewish for 5000 yrs.
    and give it to the very
 Arabs alligned with Hitler to
 'kill all Jews' and who
 danced in the streets on
 '9/11'.
 
   This "Eternal Covenant" is
 what G-d Gave the Jewish
 people;the land the League
 of Nations gave the Jewish
 people in the 1920s and
 millions of Jews were
 murdered for. Since NCR is
 one of Norway's leading
 corporations, we would urge
 your efforts to stop this level
 of discrimination, that is the
 same level of hatred that
 was offered by Tunisia and
 on the same issues. Without
 the Old Testament, there is
 no New Testament or
 Koran.  Boycotting Norway
 and corporations is in
 discussion.
 
2. The Letters below to
 Sen.Carter Conway in
 Maryland and to Mark
 Williams of PGA Tours,
 reflects  very critical issues
 of corporations like Allianz
 German Insurance that
 owes Holocaust Survivors
 $2.5billion on policies they
 sold to Jews and then stole
 the monies from them, being
 allowed to do business and
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 golf tournaments and
 reneging on their
 committments to honor
 those policies. Allianz
 insured the 'death camps'
 and Nazi Holocaust, but
 have been unwilling to even
 meet with the survivors,
 release lists of names they
 sold policies to and are
 blocking to allow the
 survivors to even sue. 
 Allianz is the 20th largest
 corporation in the world and
 its CEO was Hitler's
 Economics Minister.
 
     What concerns us is that
 NCL is selling travel
 insurance from Allianz who
 refuses to meet its
 obligations to the Holocaust
 Survivors.
 
     Is there no one else you
 can use regarding travel
 insurance?
                                                                                                                                                               
 ;                         Will you use
 your influence on Allianz in
 terms of NCL's statement on
 discrimination, that you
 won't do business with
 Allianz until they do what is
 morally right in this matter.
 
     Other insurance
 companies involved in
 stealing from Holocaust
 Survivors and heirs totals
 $20billions.
 
3. There are 500,000
 Survivors globally and
 125,000 in U.S., 90,000 in
 Israel and here in S. Fla. we
 have very many thousands,
 1/2 living below the poverty
 level and desperately in
 need of help.
    We'd like to meet with you
 on all of the above, how
 NCL can help the Holocaust
 Survivors regarding
 health/dental/psychological
 and home care, retirement
 settlements, as part of your
 charitable contributions
 programs and also how we
 can educate the world and
 all ports of call for NCL, on
 the Holocaust and the
 dangerous rise in anti-
semitism sweeping across
 Europe again and influenced
 again by the same anti-
semitism, anti-Israeli politics
 just experienced in Tunisia.
 
We eagerly await your
 response.
 
 
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
------------------------ 
From: shalominternational 
Sent: Mar 11, 2014 3:39 PM 
To:
 joan.carter.conway@senate.state.md.us
 
Cc: mb 
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Subject: Survivor/Shalom
 International Protest Against
 Allianz 

Dear Sen. Carter Conway:
 
We wish to congratulate you
 on your very important
 SB754, in holding
 corporations accountable for
 their participation in the
 Holocaust and mass murder
 and yet to compensate
 either survivors or heirs 70
 yrs. later, only adding insult
 to injury none of us should
 be rewarding.
 
Enclosed is some info on
 Allianz Nazi Insurance,
 which owes survivors
 $2.5billion and won't even
 release the names of those
 holding policies with them.
 The entire insurance
 industry owes $20billions to
 the survivors and perhaps
 you might consider adding
 this to your bill somehow.
 Allianz insured the Nazis,
 the 'death camps' and
 Hitler's Economic Minister
 was the Pres. of Allianz. 
 
Today, Allianz is 20th largest
 corporation in the world and
 still treats the survivors like
 garbage. 
 
Please let us know how we
 can work with you. Perhaps,
 another issue is to make
 sure that no state pensions
 etc. go towards these
 companies, until they finally
 do what is right by the
 survivors and heirs. 
 
Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
---------------------------------------
--------------

Subject: Survivor/Shalom
 International Protest Against
 Allianz 

Mark Williams: This story
 was also in today's Miami
 Herald and also will in
 Jewish Journal in S. Fla.
 with many thousands of
 readers as part of this
 campaign. Will send you
 more info. Putting the Golf
 Cart and profits over the
 lives of Holocaust Survivors
 is bad business and
 immoral. Bob

Subject: FW:
 Survivor/Shalom
 International Protest Against
 Allianz 

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/


Chuck,
 
The Holocaust Survivors
 Foundation USA protested
 Allianz and AAA again on
 the final round of the golf
 tournament this past
 Sunday. Below the photo,
 there is an article about
 the protest published in
 the Jewish Journal, a
 popular newspaper among
 South Florida Jewish
 people, including the
 “snowbirds”. I can’t guess
 how many are AAA
 members or have family
 and friends who are, but
 the word is already
 spreading. Jewish people
 are accustomed to anti-
Semitism and all too often
 overlook incidents. But
 they are very sensitive to
 issues involving the
 Holocaust and won’t
 tolerate abuse of survivors.
 Those who condone,
 collaborate or enable
 companies like Allianz will
 carry the stain of that
 relationship for a very long
 time.
 
Ron Dolinsky
 
From: shalominternational
 [mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com]
 
Sent: Tuesday, February 11,
 2014 1:20 AM
To: nj
Cc: ny-ava
Subject: Survivor/Shalom
 International Protest
 Against Allianz
 

Survivors
 seek $2.5
 billion in
 Holocaust-
era debts
 from Allianz

mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com


Protesters outside the Broken Sound Golf Course in Boca Raton on Feb. 3, protesting the Allianz Golf
 Tournament. Local activists believe Allianz, a German insurance company which was involved with the
 Nazis during World War II, still owes much more in insurance claims to Holocaust survivors and
 descendants of those who perished in the Holocaust. (Staff photo/Janeris Marte / February 3, 2014)

By Randall P.
 Lieberman, Staff
 Writer
4:45 p.m. EST,
 February 10, 2014
Holocaust survivor
 Jack Rubin is still
 waiting for Allianz to
 make a fair deal.
Rubin, 85, of
 Boynton Beach, is
 an executive board
 member of the
 Holocaust Survivors
 Foundation USA,
 which has organized
 a protest of the
 Allianz Golf
 Tournament in Boca
 Raton every year for
 the past four years.
 The protest is to
 convince Allianz to
 pay back all of the
 proceeds of unpaid
 Holocaust-era
 insurance claims to
 Jewish Holocaust
 survivors and
 descendants of
 Jewish Holocaust
 victims.
Rubin led about a
 dozen protesters
 outside the Broken
 Sound Golf Course
 on Monday, Feb. 3,
 on the first day of
 the tournament, an
 official PGA
 Champions (50 and
 older) Golf Tour
 event held every
 year at Broken
 Sound. On Sunday,
 Feb. 9, on the
 event's final day,
 there were close to
 40 protesters.
Rubin said: "We
 Holocaust survivors
 are getting old.
 We're tired of
 coming out here
 every year. We want
 Allianz to sit down
 with us and finally
 make us a fair deal
 for what we are
 owed."

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/florida-jewish-journal/news/palm-beach-county-news/fl-jjps-allianz-0212-2-20140210%2c0%2c7789231%2cprint.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/economy-business-finance/allianz-ag-holding-ORCRP000561.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/boyntonbeach?track=tax-boyntonbeach
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton


Added Holocaust
 survivor Moric
 Jusovic, 85, of
 Delray Beach: "A lot
 of the survivors are
 dying off or getting
 too weak to come
 out. It seems like it
 is Allianz's goal to
 just wait until we die
 off. What they are
 doing is so unfair.
 They say they are
 paying all legitimate
 claims, but they
 have the audacity to
 ask for documents
 which are
 impossible to
 produce."
Allianz, a German
 insurance company,
 does not deny it
 owes insurance
 claims to Jewish
 Holocaust survivors,
 and descendants of
 Jews who were
 killed in the
 Holocaust, for
 insurance policies
 purchased by
 European Jews
 during World War II.
 The only question is:
 Has the company
 paid its fair share of
 what it owes?
As part of a
 statement released
 by Allianz
 spokeswoman
 Sabia Schwarzer,
 she said: "Allianz's
 history and
 involvement in Nazi
 Germany has, with
 the company's full
 support, been very
 well documented,
 particularly in Gerald
 D. Feldman's
 groundbreaking
 book, 'Allianz and
 the German
 Insurance Business
 1933-1945.' This
 book, published
 back in 2001, also
 details the work of
 the company in
 settling claims in the
 post-war period.
 While we cannot
 undo any aspect of
 our company's
 history, we can learn
 from it and work to
 make sure the
 horrors of the
 Holocaust are never
 again repeated."
Schwarzer also said
 that Allianz
 continues to pay its
 fair share of what it
 owes. However, the
 protesters all
 disagreed, and an
 independent source
 said that Allianz had
 paid at most three
 percent of what it
 owes on Jewish
 Holocaust-related
 claims.

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/delraybeach?track=tax-delraybeach
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/wars-interventions/world-war-ii-%281939-1945%29-EVHST00000110.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/nazi-party-ORCIG00000044.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/nazi-party-ORCIG00000044.topic


Sidney Zabludoff, an
 economist who
 worked for the White
 House, CIA and
 Treasury
 Department for
 more than thirty
 years, said by
 phone: "Upon
 retirement in 1995, I
 was part of the
 International
 Commission on
 Holocaust-era
 Insurance Claims,
 which focused on
 issues related to the
 restitution of Jewish
 assets stolen during
 the Holocaust era. I
 was the principal
 analyst for the
 Jewish claims. I
 figured out the worth
 of all the portfolios
 held by the
 European insurance
 companies. In
 today's value,
 Allianz's share of
 the Jewish claims
 would be about $2.5
 billion, yet they've
 paid out only about
 $50 million."
The rest of
 Schwarzer's
 statement reads:
 "Allianz has been
 active in settling the
 insurance claims of
 Holocaust victims
 and their families
 ever since the end
 of the Second World
 War, both in
 cooperation with the
 Allied and German
 governments and,
 more recently —
 together with the
 U.S. and Israeli
 governments, the
 Jewish Claims
 Conference and
 others — through
 the International
 Commission on
 Holocaust-era
 Insurance Claims
 (ICHEIC). To this
 day, Allianz
 continues to pay any
 verifiably unsettled
 claims, whether
 submitted directly or
 through the New
 York State
 Holocaust Claims
 Processing Office,
 which has taken the
 lead in investigating
 and processing
 claims and
 advocating for
 claimants since
 ICHEIC completed
 its work in 2007.
Protester David
 Dubbin, of Boca
 Raton, said
 Schwarzer's
 statement is
 disingenuous.
"I ask you how many
 death certificates

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/espionage-intelligence/central-intelligence-agency-ORGOV000009.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/economy-business-finance/economy/u.s.-department-of-the-treasury-ORGOV000051.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/economy-business-finance/economy/u.s.-department-of-the-treasury-ORGOV000051.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton


 were issued by the
 Nazis and how
 many Jews were
 allowed to bring
 their insurance
 papers to the
 concentration
 camps," David
 Dubbin said. "The
 answer, of course, is
 none. When Allianz
 says verifiable
 claims, they are
 holding out for
 original papers,
 which is how they
 are getting away
 with not paying the
 full number of claims
 they should. They
 should publish a list
 of all their European
 policy holders during
 the war and let any
 descendants collect
 who can show proof
 of identity."
Samuel Dubbin, of
 Miami, David's
 brother and the
 counsel to the
 Holocaust Survivors
 Foundation USA,
 added: "In 2011, the
 protests received a
 lot of press
 coverage and the
 protests put
 pressure on Allianz.
 Wolfgang Ischinger
 [Allianz's global
 head of government
 relations] agreed to
 come here to South
 Florida and talk to
 the Holocaust
 survivor leadership
 on his next trip to
 the United States. A
 few months later, he
 reneged. We
 encourage Ischinger
 to finally address
 our Holocaust
 survivors and show
 Allianz's
 commitment to
 honoring its
 insurance
 contracts."
The survivors
 pointed to a 2011
 letter the Foundation
 faxed to Ischinger to
 request what Allianz
 could do to settle
 the situation more
 fairly:
"Allianz still needs to
 come clean with
 complete disclosure
 of policy holder
 information; to make
 payment of claims at
 fair value (not the
 10% value approved
 by ICHEIC); to
 support full legal
 rights for Holocaust
 survivors and their
 heirs; and to
 contribute
 immediately
 significant resources
 to assist Holocaust
 survivors in need,



 not through the
 Claims Conference,
 but via agencies
 known and
 respected by grass-
roots survivor
 leaders."
Samuel Dubbin said
 the survivors were
 not satisfied with
 Ischinger's 2011
 response letter, as it
 did not directly
 respond to any of
 the Foundation's
 concerns. However,
 the survivors did
 expect he would
 honor a commitment
 to meet with them in
 person, which was
 never fulfilled, so
 they will continue to
 protest Allianz until
 Ischinger meets with
 the survivors and
 reaches an
 acceptable
 agreement.
The Jewish Journal
 will follow up with
 both sides to see if
 Ischinger agrees to
 meet with the
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FW: Thursday's House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee Hearing
Robert Kunst
4:48 PM
Cc: Robert Kunst

 
 

Chairwoman Ros-Lehtinen’s opening remarks:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Survivors Continue to Endure Hardships Long After the Atrocities of the Holocaust;
 Congress and the U.S. Government Must Do More to Ensure They Receive Their Long

 Overdue Justice, Says Ros-Lehtinen

(WASHINGTON) – U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Chairman of the Middle East and North Africa
 Subcommittee, made the following statement today at a joint Middle East and North Africa and Europe, Eurasia, and
 Emerging Threats Subcommittee hearing entitled, “The Struggles of Recovering Assets for Holocaust Survivors.”

http://outlook.com/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/


 Statement by Ros-Lehtinen:
“This is a hearing we never should have to hold, yet it is a topic that must be addressed, as Holocaust survivors around
 the world continue to suffer injustices of the past and their needs and well-being go neglected. 
 I want to acknowledge our late Congressman, the Chairman of this Committee, Tom Lantos, whose painting adorns the
 wall, a Holocaust survivor with whom I worked closely during his time here on the committee. 
 Six million Jews were murdered at the hands of the Nazis during the Holocaust and millions more suffered unspeakable
 atrocities committed against them and their loved ones. All of their properties and belongings were stolen, as the Nazis
 deported them to ghettos and concentration camps, where most of them died of starvation, exhaustion, torture or in gas
 chambers.
 The toll the Holocaust has taken on survivors is unimaginable and it is unforgiveable, but we cannot forget that it takes
 a tremendous toll on the second generation as well, as we will hear from our brave witnesses.
 Today there are less than half a million survivors of humanity’s darkest period, with nearly half of all Survivors
 worldwide living at or below the poverty level. And it is painful to see those who have suffered so greatly continue to
 struggle day in and day out – as if they had not suffered enough.
 And with the average age of Holocaust survivors estimated at 82, time is truly running out for us to bring them some
 form of justice, some kind of closure so that they can live out the rest of their days in dignity and comfort. I believe that
 more can and must be done.
 Holocaust survivors are barred—barred—from suing in federal courts those insurance companies that failed to pay out
 Holocaust-era policies. At the very minimum – given that no money can ever replace the experience of suffering under
 the Nazis – at the very minimum, we should let the survivors and their families have their day in court.
 Another avenue for the survivors was the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims (ICHEIC),
 which closed in 2007 – no matter how many times they say, it’s never closed. This system was flawed due to problems
 with accountability and oversight which led to—listen to this—84% of the claims being rejected. 
 These survivors and their families need to be made whole; and this is why it is vital for Germany and other nations to
 fulfill their obligations, and for insurance companies that have been running out the clock in a deliberate attempt to
 avoid paying out rightful claims, to be held accountable and to finally pay for what they owe these survivors.
These countries and these greedy insurance companies owe these survivors. This is what is rightfully theirs and what has
 been denied to them for decades, forcing them to relive this atrocity over and over again. And it is not just these
 insurance companies and foreign governments that have let our Holocaust Survivors down, we need to take a closer
 look at what more our own Government, the United States Government, can be doing as well. 
 As a Member of Congress who represents Holocaust survivors, I hear from my constitutions that we in Congress must
 do more; folks like Joe Sachs, like David Mermelstein, folks we will hear from today, they tell me that all the time. I have
 heard repeatedly concerns from some of my constituents regarding the failure, the deception, the lies of the Claims
 Conference and how, though this is intended to help survivors receive fair compensation, it has been an impediment in
 the process. 
 Just like so many other senior citizens, Survivors need extensive medical care. They are likely to have greater health
 needs than the general population and are more likely to face a number of certain illnesses such as chronic depression,
 cognitive impairments, osteoporosis, post-traumatic stress syndrome. It is therefore vital for survivors to receive the
 financial, medical and social support that so many so desperately need. 
 Struggling to make ends meet and still fighting to correct the injustices of the past, it is important to hear from
 Holocaust Survivors and their relatives as they share their stories and the daily struggles that they face as they seek to
 live out the remainders of their lives in security and dignity – is that too much to ask?
 ICHEIC has let Holocaust survivors down no matter how the members of ICHEIC spin this, so it is up to us in Congress
 to step-up and help the survivors. 
 Thank you and I’m looking forward to hearing from our witnesses, and I’d like to point out that we have a person in the
 audience who is very interested in this, I’m sorry if I don’t pronounce your name correctly, Yael Fuchs, who’s the
 Assistant Attorney General, Charity’s Buru of the State of New York Office of the Attorney General. Thank you very
 much and they’ve been closely following the plight of Survivors and want to seek justice for them.
 And with that I turn to a fighter for Holocaust Survivors and from his early days as college activist and even before,
 Congressman Ted Deutch. Thank you Ted.” 
#####

 

 

http://miamiherald.typepad.com/nakedpolitics/2014/09/south-florida-advocate-pushes-congress-for-
action-in-assisting-poor-ailing-holocaust-survivors.html
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Samuel J. Dubbin, P.A.

Dubbin & Kravetz, LLP

1200 Anastasia Avenue

Suite 300

Coral Gables, Florida 33134

(305) 357-9004

(305) 815-8060 (cell)

(305) 371-4701 (fax)

sdubbin@dubbinkravetz.com

 

From: Sam Dubbin

 

All:

 

Yesterday’s hearing was very successful.   Rep. Ros-Lehtinen and Rep. Deutch were both enthusiastic after
 the hearing about preparing a letter to the German government demanding full support for survivors’ needs,
 and promised to get to work on it next week. 

 

Some of the video is included in this link to the website.  I am also attaching the witnesses’ prepared
 statements.

 

http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing/joint-subcommittee-hearing-struggles-recovering-assets-holocaust-
survivors 

 

Many thanks to Jack, Klaire, Dr. Barbara Paris, and Ivar’s daughter Genie Lieberman for all of their effort and
 hard work.   I also want to thank those of you who contributed statements and letters to be included in the
 hearing record, which we will work with the Committee on next week. 

 

 

 

Subject: IMPORTANT NEWS -- House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee Hearing on September 18

 

Dear All:

 

As you know, we have been trying for several months to have a hearing in the U.S. House of Representatives on the broad range of issues affecting survivors and their families,
 with an emphasis on the needs of indigent survivors and the lack of sufficient funding from Germany to provide the care survivors and their families need.   The hearing will
 take place on Thursday, September 18, at 3 PM, in Room 2172 of the Rayburn House Office Building, the main Foreign Affairs Committee room.    We owe a tremendous

mailto:sdubbin@dubbinkravetz.com
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing/joint-subcommittee-hearing-struggles-recovering-assets-holocaust-survivors
http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing/joint-subcommittee-hearing-struggles-recovering-assets-holocaust-survivors


 debt of thanks to Congressmen lleana Ros-Lehtinen and Ted Deutch, Chairman and Ranking Member of the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa,
 who pressed the Committee Chairman and Parliamentarian to give the survivors and their families a voice on these vital issues.    I encourage everyone from the Maryland-DC-
VA area to try to attend this hearing, and bring as many survivors, family members, and supporters as you can. 

 

Here is the lineup of witnesses:  

Jack Rubin, HSF Executive Committee Member, will address survivors’ needs and inadequacy of current funding and systems, and Germany’s failure to take full responsibility for
 the needs of survivors in their final years.   Jack is on the survivors’ advisory committee of the Jewish Family and Children’s Services of Palm Beach County.

 

Barbara Paris, M.D., is the Vice-Chair Medicine & Director of Geriatrics at Maimonides Medical Center, Brooklyn NY.  Her practice is substantially devoted to the care of
 Holocaust survivors, and who also treats and interacts with many adult 2Gs as well.   She is also the daughter in law of survivors.

 

Klaire Firestone, President of the “Second Generation,” in Los Angeles, and a member of the Coordinating Council of Generations of the Shoah International (GSI), to address the
 broad range of issues affecting survivors and their families.

 

Genie Lieberman, daughter of HSF Executive Committee Member Ivar Segalowitz z’l, will talk about Ivar’s efforts to recover the insurance policies sold by Allianz and its affiliates
 to his family members, whose names appeared on the ICHEIC web site, yet Allianz and ICHEIC denied everything and left Ivar – like tens of thousands of survivors  and heirs –
 without any remedy.   She will also speak on behalf of her brother Ralph.   

 

Thanks to all of you who helped in numerous ways to advance this important hearing.   Now, even more work is needed.   I am encouraging all of you, with your children,
 grandchildren, and friends, to make sure that there is broad dissemination of the survivors’ and families’ point of view, using as many of the modern communications tools and
 media as we possibly can.  I have heard from some of you about this already, which is very encouraging.    Whatever ideas you have are welcome. 

 

Sam

 

Samuel J. Dubbin, P.A.

Dubbin & Kravetz, LLP

1200 Anastasia Avenue

Suite 300

Coral Gables, Florida 33134

(305) 357-9004

(305) 815-8060 (cell)

(305) 371-4701 (fax)

sdubbin@dubbinkravetz.com
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http://finance.yahoo.com/news/pimco-may-suffer-over-200b-
101941029.html

Pimco may suffer over $200B in outflows: Deutsche
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Deutsche Bank research argued that each 100 billion euro in outflows is equivalent to around 9 percent of third party assets under

 management (AUM), which reduces Pimco's parent company Allianz (XETRA:ALV-DE)'s earnings by around 2 percent.

 

> >
> >Does the Holocaust Still Matter?
> >Does the Holocaust Still Matter?
> >Crucial lessons for humanity to remember always.
> >by Rabbi Emanuel Feldman
> >
> >One rule of thumb by which to measure the significance of the Holocaust is that it clearly matters to the enemies of the Jewish people – so much so that many
 would like to blot out its memory entirely.
> >
> >They are impatient with us: Why do you Jews dwell on the Holocaust? Why not forget it and go forward? The very same mindset that was not disturbed while
 six million were butchered now resents our remembering those same six million. Forget about it, they say, and move on. What good does it do to keep
 remembering it?
> >
> >There are a number of reasons for these attempts to blot out and even to deny the Holocaust: 
> >
> > Its memory gives spiritual strength to the Jewish people. 
> >
> > It undergirds the existence of the State of Israel. 
> >
> > It creates sympathy for the Jewish people. 
> >
> > It makes heroes of the Jewish people who were able to live through such tragedy and not only survive but flourish. 
> >
> > Because the deniers refuse to face the dark potential that lies within mankind and within themselves. 
> >
> > And, perhaps primarily, because once the Holocaust is forgotten, their own complicity in it – at the very least by their silent acquiescence – will also be
 forgotten, and they will feel exonerated.
> >
> > But the Holocaust matters very much because of the many lessons that are derived from this black period in history.
> >
> > Man is not born good. He becomes good by learning there is another beside him and an Other above him. 
> >
> >Among these lessons is the fact that evil and unwarranted hatred are a reality that exists in our world. The human being has an infinite capacity for evil that,
 left unchecked, can destroy the world. The view that goodness is a built-in and natural quality in mankind is not only Pollyannaish, it is dangerous and untrue.
> >
> >The Torah itself tells us that the "impulse of man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen 8:21). Man is not born good. He has to become good – by forging his
 character, by bending his baser instincts, by learning that there is another beside him and an Other above him.
> >
> >The Holocaust shows what can become of human beings when they permit the beast within them to control them.
> >
> >It teaches us that we must be alert to the existence of evil, both in others and in our own selves. Once we are aware of its reality, we can work to uproot it.
 The mitzvot of the Torah are designed to help the spiritual qualities within us dominate the beast within.
> >
> >Further, we learn from this tragedy that to be silent in the face of evil is to acquiesce in it, encourage it, and help it grow strong. History teaches us that evil
 triumphs when good people remain silent. But when good people rise up against evil, evil will ultimately perish and the good will prevail.
> >
> > Never doubt the evil intentions of tyrants. 
> >
> >By appeasing Nazi Germany in the 1930's, by turning a blind eye toward its policies of discrimination, hatred, and ultimately the wholesale murder of Jews,
 the so-called free world encouraged the Nazis to continue their evil ways – with the result that not only were six million Jews brutally killed, but countless others
 destroyed, and untold human suffering engendered. We made the mistake of not believing what they were saying. Early on, they stated precisely what their
 plans were. The world should not have been surprised.
> >
> >One should never doubt the evil intentions of tyrants. Today, when we hear talk about destroying Israel and driving her people into the sea, it would be folly to
 discount it.
> >
> >From the Holocaust we also learn that evil, hatred, and anti-Semitism are not always the result of ignorance, but that even a highly educated, cultured, and
 sophisticated society can fall under the sway of evil. Germany was a leader in science, art, education, literature, philosophy, music – but none of this cultural
 superiority was a guarantee against the cruelty and bestiality that marked its behavior. The guards at Auschwitz listened to Bach while their victims were gassed
 to death.
> >
> >The Holocaust underscores a curious fact: whenever we find great evil in the world, it is invariably directed against the Jewish people. The worst tyrants in
 history have one goal in common: to destroy the Jews. Stalin and Hitler of the last century are only the most recent entries in the endless exhibition of virulent
 anti-Jewishness. Somehow, the enemies of freedom, peace, love, goodness, and morality have also been the enemies of the Jews.
> >
> >Why do tyrants unleash their fury against the Jews? Because there is within Judaism a certain sense of sanctity and Godliness whose very existence is a
 challenge to the very essence of tyranny. Hatred of the Jew is actually hatred of God and the morality, ethics and self-discipline that He – through the Torah –
 has tried to introduce into the world.
> >
> >A people is judged not by its friends but by its enemies. Though it is most painful, the Jews bear the enmity of the world's tyrants with pride and courage. For
 this enmity only demonstrates that the Jew represents a different scale of values in the universe, and constitutes a formidable challenge to the dominion of evil.
> >
> >Thus the Holocaust matters very much. Remembering it not only honors the martyrs who fell in the cause of the Jewish people, it also underscores the
 awareness that despite its ravages, we still flourish as a dynamic people. And this fortifies us and strengthens our faith in God's promises about the eternity of
 the Jewish people.
> >



> >Memory is an integral aspect of being alive, the glue of one's self-identity. Memory is also an integral element in the life of a people, for a people that forgets
 its past has no future.
> >
> >How much more so is this true of the Jews, who for most of history had no land, no flag, no armies, no protection. We had only our Torah, our God – and our
 national memory.
> >
> >Because the Jews are a people that remembers, we never forgot our origins. "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand fail..." says King David
 (Psalms 137:5). We never forgot Jerusalem, we never forgot our history. Had we forgotten, we would long ago have ceased to exist as a people. Wherever we
 wandered in our exile, our prayers have been directed towards Jerusalem. We do not forget, and even at the moments of our greatest joy – at our weddings –
 we shatter a glass to remind ourselves that as long as our Temple is not rebuilt and restored, our happiness is incomplete.
> >
> >Even today, when we approach the remaining vestige of our ancient Temple, we rend our garments like those in mourning. And we have special days of
 fasting to mark the various stages of Jerusalem's destruction – not because we wish to dwell on our past sadness, but because we know what happens when a
 people forgets its past. It is the Jewish national memory that partially explains the mysterious survival of our people despite all odds against it. That memory is
 an integral part of Jewish existence is seen by the frequency of its use in the Bible. The term zikaron, "remembrance", appears over 20 times in the Five Books
 of Moses, and there are over 300 variations of the term zachor, "remember," in the Bible.
> >
> > The Holocaust reminds us of certain truths that, if forgotten, can destroy civilization. 
> >
> >So vital is it not to forget evil, that of the many commandments dealing with remembering, one of the most emphatic is the requirement to remember the tribe
 of Amalek who tried to destroy Israel in its wanderings in the Wilderness.
> >
> >Why is it so crucial not to forget Amalek and to blot out its memory? Because Amalek represents the epitome of evil, the force that seeks to destroy every
 vestige of God in the universe, including the carriers of God's teachings, the Jewish people. We are bidden never to forget this and to battle against it in every
 generation (Exod. 17: 14-16; Deut. 25:17). The spirit of Amalek still lives, and it was certainly its spirit that gave strength to the perpetrators of the Holocaust.
> >
> >Get Aish.com's Free Email Updates.
> >
> >The Holocaust reminds us of certain truths that, if forgotten, can destroy civilization. And it reminds Jews that the purpose of the Torah is to change man from
 a beast and transform him into a human being, and that only in connecting with God can evil be pre-empted in the world.
> >
> >We forget it at our peril.
> >
> >For more articles, visit Aish.com's Holocaust Studies section.
> >
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Sign on gate into Auschwitz main camp reads "Arbeit Macht Frei"
Ravensbrück Concentration Camp:

> History & Overview
> Ravensbrück: Table of Contents | Timeline of Persecution | Photographs

> Print Friendly and PDF
> 
> 
> 

> Ravensbrück was a concentration camp for women, which had 34 satellite divisions. Located alongside Lake Schwedt, about 50 miles north of Berlin, Ravensbrück
 opened on May 15, 1939, and, three days later, the first group of 867 women arrived from Lichtenburg in Saxony, a fortress that had been used as a women's camp

 from March 1938 until May 1939. The first prisoners were mostly of German anti-fascists, either Social Democrats or Communists — some coincidentally Jewish, and
 Jehovah's Witnesses. A high wall with electrified barbed wire enclosed the women in the camp.

> 
> Ravensbrück housed Jews, Gypsies, Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Germans and prisoners of other nationalities. Designed to accommodate 6,000 prisoners, the



 number of inmates grew from 2,000 in 1939 to 10,800 in 1942. Between May 1939 and June 1944, an estimated 43,000 women were brought to Ravensbrück. During
 the next nine months, an estimated 90,000 more came. The most serious overcrowding occurred after the evacuation of Auschwitz in January 1945, when an unknown

 but significant number of Jewish women arrived at Ravensbrück. Toward the end of the war, transports from Auschwitz and other camps in the East increased the
 population to its maximum, some 32,000 women.

> Human Statistics
> 

> The prisoners were organized into categories, each with a distinctive colorcoded triangle, as well as by nationality. Political prisoners (including resistance fighters
 and Soviet prisoners o fwar) wore red triangles; Jehovah's Witnesses wore purple triangles; “asocials” (including lesbians, prostitutes, and Gypsies) wore black

 triangles; and criminals (common criminals or those who broke Nazi imposed laws) wore green triangles. Jewish women wore yellow triangles, but if they were also
 political prisoners, they wore a red triangle and yellow triangle that formed a Star of David, or a yellow stripe on top of the red triangle. A letter within the triangle

 signified the prisoner's nationality.
> 

> Exact statistics are impossible to obtain, because the Nazis burned many records before they fled. The camp memorial’s estimated figure of 132,000 includes about
 48,500 Polish women, the largest national group imprisoned in the camp. There were 28,000 women from the Soviet Union, almost 24,000 from Germany and Austria,

 nearly 8,000 French women, and thousands from other countries in Europe. There were even British and American women imprisoned at the camp. While no exact
 records are available, an estimated twenty percent of the total population was Jewish — more than 20,000 women.

> 
> Some of the Ravensbrück prisoners arrived at the camp with their children or gave birth there. The statistics on the arrival of children and the birth of babies are

 incomplete and we will never know the full extent of the horrors inflicted on children and newborns. Most of the newborns only lived briefly and then were murdered
 by the Nazi doctors and nurses. The ledgers suggest that 882 children were deported to Ravensbrück.

> 
> Camp Life

> 
> In the camp's early days, conditions were hygienic and the prisoners were issued clean uniforms. By the end of the war, conditions had deteriorated significantly.
 Barracks built for 250 women later housed 1,500 or 2,000, with three to four to a bed. Thousands of women did not even have part of a bed, and were lying on the

 floor, without even a blanket. When 500 Jewish women arrived from Hungary in the fall of 1944, they were placed in a huge tent with a straw floor and died in
 masses. A plague of lice and danger of disease from the water made life in the barracks even more unbearable.

> 
> The women were awakened for roll call by 4:00 a.m. Before roll call, as many as 500 women stood in the latrine around three “toilets” with no doors. After standing

 outside until everyone was accounted for, they drank their imitation coffee and went off to work. They returned to their assigned barracks for their noontime soup
 and again in the evening, when the soup was repeated, On Sundays the women were not required to work, and socialized in the barracks or outside to the limited

 extent possible.
> 

> The regime was strict, punishment was inflicted, and harsh labor was required. Solitary confinement in the dark and airless prison cells of the “Bunker,” the usual
 punishment for acts considered sabotage or resistance, was often accompanied by severe beatings or other torture. Other routine torture methods included attacks by
 SS dogs. In addition to the “Bunker,” there was a barrack separated from the camp by a fence, which served as a punishment block. SS Reichsführer and Head of the

 German Police, Heinrich Himmler, ordered whippings beginning in April 1942. A prisoner categorized as a criminal carried out the orders, and received extra
 rations. The camp doctor was required to be present at each punishment, to confirm it had been carried out. Himmler later ordered whipping to be used only as a

 “last resort.”
> 

> Slave Labor
> 

> The major private firm that used slave labor at Ravensbrück was the Siemens Electric Company, today the second largest electric company in the world. In a
 separate camp adjoining the main one, Siemens “employed” the women to make electrical components for V-1 and V-2 rockets.

> 
> Ravensbrück was one of the Nazi's main depositories for confiscated clothing and furs, and had an SS-owned factory for remodeling leather and textiles, a subsidiary

 of Dachau Enterprises, There was also a tailor shop that made the prisoners' striped uniforms and uniforms for the SS, and fur coats for the Waffen-SS and the
 Wehrmacht, In another shop the prisoners wove carpets from reeds. Women also did outside work, such as construction of buildings and roads. They were used like

 animals, with twelve to fourteen of them pulling a huge roller to pave the streets,
> 

> Some of the women worked in camp administration and some worked outside the camp, for example, in the nearby town of Fürstenberg. Those too old or disabled to
 perform other duties knitted for the army or cleaned the barracks and latrines, The women usually worked for twelve hours a day, under conditions of extreme

 exploitation.
> 

> Medical Experimentation
> 

> Beginning in 1942, medical experiments were performed on the inmates; some women were infected with gas gangrene or bacterial inflammations, while others were
 forced to receive bone transplants and bone amputations. Other experiments involved sulfonamide and sterilization techniques. Pregnant Jewish women were sent to

 the gas chambers, while abortions were performed on non-Jews. The most infamous experiments used Polish women as “guinea pigs” to simulate battlefield leg
 wounds of German soldiers. Most of these women died or were murdered afterward, and those who survived were crippled and disfigured. .

> 
> Between 1942-1943, Ravensbrück served as a training camp for 3,500 female SS supervisors who went on to maltreat, torture, and murder women in other camps.

> 
> Prisoners that were sentenced to death in 1942 were sent to separate institutions or death camps. Some women, including those incapable of work and Jewish

 political prisoners, were gassed at a euthanasia center set up in the psychiatric facility of Bernberg. By 1943, a crematorium was built at Ravensbrück, near the camp
 for minors, which housed about 1,000 girls.

> 
> Slave Labor

> 
> Another 70,000 prisoners were brought to Ravensbrück in 1944, most of whom were transferred to the 70 subcamps, although the main camp housed 26,700 female

 prisoners in that year. An estimated 106,000 female prisoners passed through Ravensbrück by 1945.
> 

> The Nazi's utilization of slave labor to win the war resulted in Ravensbrück’s expansion into a virtual empire of slave labor subcamps. Products that were
 manufactured by women in these subcamps included aircraft components, weapons, munitions, and explosives.

> 
> Conditions varied from camp to camp, depending on the size of the camp, changing circumstances as World War II progressed, and the disposition of the personnel

 in charge. In addition to the Siemens Electric Company, other prestigious and known companies that employed slave labor in Ravensbrück's sub-camps included
 AEG and Daimler-Benz. More than 55 years after the end of the war, Siemens and other companies were finally beginning to agree to accept responsibility and pay

 some compensation to their former slave laborers from Ravensbrück.
> 

> Gas Chambers
> 

> In February 1945, a gas chamber was constructed at Ravensbrück and, by April 1945, between 2,200 and 2,300 were killed in the gas chamber. The majority of those
 killed by gas in the camp were Hungarian, mostly Jewish, then Polish, then Russian. Women prisoners working as scribes counted a total number of 3,660 names on
 lists for “Mittwerda;” the Nazi code name for the gas chamber. However, since some of the transports went directly from the satellite camps to the gas chamber, the

 number of women murdered in the camp's gas chamber is estimated to be 5,000 to 6,000.



> 
> The so-called “youth concentration camp” Uckermark, less than a mile from Ravensbrück, was sometimes the conduit to the gas chamber. The SS used this adjacent

 camp for old, sick, and weakened women who had been selected as “unable to work;” and were sometimes given poisonous “white powder.” Women who were
 sentenced to death for acts such as espionage at times were shot in a special corridor between buildings, and other women received lethal injections.

> 
> In March 1945, an evacuation order was given to the inmates of Ravensbrück and 24,500 prisoners were sent to Mecklenburg. In early April 1945, 500 prisoners

 were handed over to the Swedish and Danish Red Cross and 2,500 German prisoners were set free.
> 

> In the summer of 1945 [sic - probably 19431], Heinrich Himmler issued a directive to create brothels in concentration camps. Eighteen to twenty-four women were
 taken from Ravensbrück to each camp where a brothel was established. The women were all “volunteers.” They were promised they would have to work for six

 months.
> 

> The prisoners could do little to fight back against their captors, but they did engage in various forms of spiritual resistance, such as holding classes in language,
 history, and geography classes; improvising theater and music; drawing the reality of camp life; and sharing recipes and preparing imaginary meals, Through such

 activities, the women helped each other survive. While there could not have been armed resistance under the circumstances of Ravensbrück, there was sabotage
 during production of rocket components at the Siemens factory, There were also efforts by prisoners who worked in the offices to keep secret records of arrivals,

 punishments, and deaths, During the early years of the camp, there was even a secret newspaper.
> 

> Liberation
> 

> The Soviets liberated the camp on April 29-30, 1945, and found approximately 3,500 extremely ill prisoners living at the camp; the Nazis had sent the other
 remaining women on a death march. It is estimated that 50,000 women died at Ravensbrück, either from harsh living conditions, slave labor or were put to death.

> 
> Count Folke Bernadotte, vice president of the Swedish Red Cross, had convinced Himmler to allow the International Red Cross to rescue some prisoners from

 Ravensbrück and other camps and bring them to Sweden, The Swedish Red Cross was first allowed to rescue Scandinavians on March 5, followed by women from
 France, Poland, and the Benelux countries.

> 
> Through the intervention of the Swedish section of the World Jewish Congress, Bernadotte requested that Jewish prisoners also be sent to Sweden. Himmler agreed,

 and between April 22 and April 28, about 7,500 women — an estimated 1,000 of them Jewish — were liberated from Ravensbrück. They were then ferried from
 Copenhagen to Malmö in neutral Sweden, Once there, they received clothing, food, and medical attention and were then sent to recuperate in different locations.

 Afterward, most of the non-Jewish women returned to their homelands. The Jewish women sought out surviving family members in their former homelands, but most
 immigrated to Israel or the Americas, and some settled in Sweden.

> 
> 

> Jadwiga Dzido shows her scarred leg to the court at the Doctors Trial, while expert witness Dr. Alexander explains the nature of the medical experiment performed
 on her at Ravensbruck.

> War Crimes Trials
> 

> Trials for the people charged with war crimes at Ravensbrück were held in Hamburg, in the British Zone. Many of the war criminals were doctors and nurses who
 participated in the medical experiments. Dorothea Binz was the brutal SS head overseer of Ravensbrück from August 1943 until April 1945. She received a death
 sentence and was executed at the Hameln Prison on May 2, 1947. Irma Grese was a “graduate” of the Ravensbrück training camp, who was sentenced to death by

 hanging and executed in 1945 for her crimes at Auschwitz. Hermine Braunsteiner Ryan, a guard and supervisor of guards at Ravensbrück, Auschwitz, and Majdanek
 entered the United States after World War II and was extradited to Germany in 1981 by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

> 
> The camp was generally off limits for visitors from the West until after the Berlin wall fell in November 1989. The original barracks were razed by the Soviet Army

 after World War II, and new barracks were built for the Soviet troops stationed in the camp until 1993. They were there as part of the Soviet Union's Cold War
 antimissile program. During this time, the former SS headquarters, punishment block, and crematorium housed memorial exhibits. After the reunification of

 Germany, the camp's site was refurbished and readied for the April 1995 ceremonies that marked the fiftieth anniversary of liberation. Although the lake looks
 picturesque, it contains the women’s ashes from the camp crematorium’s three ovens.

> 
> Sources: Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies; Holocaust. Israel Pocket Library, Jerusalem: Keter Books, 1974; Kogon, Eugen. The Theory And Practice Of

 Hell. NY: Berkley Publishing Group, 1998, p. 135; Encyclopedia Britannica; Encyclopedia of the Holocaust; Simon Wiesenthal Center Online.
> 

> 1Heinrich Himmler developed an idea to provide hardworking prisoners with incentives in the camp system. He expressed his thoughts in a letter to Otto Pohl of the
 SS Economic Division on March 5, 1943: “I consider it necessary to provide in the most liberal way hard-working prisoners with women in brothels.” Pohl, in turn,

 directed these instructions to commandants such as Rudolf Höss at Auschwitz. Brothel vouchers were to be issued only to prisoners of special value—and certainly not
 to Jews. (Source: Nuremberg Trial Proc
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Jewish slave laborers in the Buchenwald concentration
 camp near Weimar, 16 April 1945. Second row, seventh

 from left is Elie Wiesel.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Siemens retreats over Nazi name

German engineering giant Siemens has hastily abandoned
 plans to register the trademark "Zyklon", the same name as
 the Zyklon B poison gas used in Nazi extermination camps,

 BBC News Online has learnt. 
A year ago, Bosch Siemens Hausgeraete (BSH), the firm's

 consumer products joint venture, filed two applications with
 the US Patent & Trademark Office for the Zyklon name

 across a range of home products, including gas ovens. 

Siemens should know better... This is a major, major
 scandal 

 
Dr Shimon Samuels

Simon Wiesenthal Center  
Jewish groups have condemned the move, in particular

 because Siemens used slave labour during the Nazi period. 

"We are very sorry if this trademark application has caused
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 any offence," Bosch Siemens spokeswoman Eva Delabre
 told BBC News Online, confirming that the firm had never

 used and had now no intention of using the name in the US.
 

Last month, UK sports goods maker Umbro apologised after
 complaints that it named one of its sports shoes Zyklon. 

Name blame 

Zyklon B, originally an insecticide, was widely used in gas
 chambers in the latter stages of the Nazi Holocaust. 

 
Siemens already uses the Zyklon name in Germany

 

The word Zyklon means "Cyclone" in German, and is
 already applied to some Siemens vacuum cleaners in its
 home market. It uses a technology similar to the bagless

 "cyclone" vacuum cleaners pioneered by UK inventor
 James Dyson. 

But while the name may have been chosen innocently, it
 was condemned as insensitive by observers. 

"Siemens should know better because it was directly
 complicit in the use of slave labour," said Dr Shimon

 Samuels, head of the European arm of the Simon
 Wiesenthal Center, a Jewish human rights organisation. 

"This is a major, major scandal." 

Hasty retreat 



A reader had alerted BBC News Online to the Zyklon
 trademark application. 

When BBC News Online queried Bosch Siemens about its
 plans for the Zyklon product range, the company quickly
 made an about-turn, saying that "today BSH has begun
 taking the necessary steps to withdraw its trademark

 applications" for Zyklon. 

Compensation claims 

Like many other large German firms, Siemens is now
 involved in plans to compensate victims of the Nazi regime. 

The German Government is still working on ways to deliver
 about £3.5bn in reparations to victims and their families. 

Efforts to distribute compensation have been complicated
 by a mass of private lawsuits, mainly in US courts, alleging
 use of slave labour and other forms of profiteering from the

 Holocaust. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2233890.stm
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SIEMENS-WERKEN / SIEMENS FACTORIES

Play video
Siemens Products: Ravensbrück, Buchenwald and
 Auschwitz Concentration Camps.The Crematorium
 ovens at Buchenwald still bear the Siemens name .
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siemens_AG "Siemens
 should…
00:03:35
Added on 9/21/08
1,552 views
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From: kunstforcongress@hotmail.com
CC: kunstforcongress@hotmail.com

Subject: Holocaust and Siemens
Date: Mon, 15 Sep 2014 21:37:04 -0400

Siemens

Siemens was a leading corporate
 participant in Hitler’s “death through work program;” with

 slave labor factories at the following death camps:
 Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Flossenberg, Gross Rosen,

 Mauthausen, Neuengamme, Ravensbruck,
 & Sachsenhausen

In late 1944, at the height of World War II, Siemens’ total
 workforce of 244,000 included 50,000 people who had been

 put to work against their will. The overall number of
 people who served as forced labor at Siemens during the

 war years was even higher.

http://holocaustonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/siemens.jpg


The major private firm that used slave labor at Ravensbrück
 was the Siemens Electric Company, today the second

 largest electric company in the world. In a separate camp
 adjoining the main one, Siemens “employed” the women to

 make electrical components for V-1 and V-2 rockets. The
 women usually worked for twelve hours a day, under

 conditions of extreme exploitation. Women also worked at
 some of the most difficult tasks, including construction.
 They were used like animals, with twelve to fourteen of

 them pulling a huge roller to pave the streets,
In addition to the profitable business of working people to
 death at Nazi concentration camps, Siemens did quite well

 in the so-called “Aryanization Program,” which was
 essentially the expropriation of Jewish businesses for
 resale at bargain basement prices to approved German

 companies
Siemens general director during the Holocaust, Rudolf

 Bingel, was one of the senior German business leaders
 active in the notorious Himmlerkreis, the Circle of Friends

 of Reichsfuhrer SS Heinrich Himmler. The companies
 represented in Himmler’s circle became pacesetters in
 Aryanization, exploitation of concentration camp labor,
 seizure of foreign companies in the occupied territories,

 and similar business ventures that depended on SS
 cooperation.

The National Socialist economy and the war years (1933 –
 1945)

Siemens
Corporate history: They admit that “ Siemens’ total

 workforce of 244,000 included some 50,000 people who had
 been put to work against their will. The overall number of
 men and women who served as forced labor at Siemens

 during the war years was, however, higher”
Exhibition:

https://www.siemens.com/history/en/history/1933_1945_the_national_socialist_economy_and_the_war_years.htm
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The Nazi Era
Forced Labor

Siemens
Presentation: Siemens – An Examination of Ethics and

 Responsibility
Prezi

Slave Labor
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies

University of Minnesota
Siemens opens Nazi camp file
The Jewish Chronicle Online

Siemens follows V.W.’s lead in starting slave laborers fund
JTA

YouTube Video:
SIEMENS FACTORIES
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SIEMENS: Monopoly with Sinister Nazi Past

Posted on April 17, 2013 by rtuc

German monopoly Siemens AG. 
Siemens, headquartered in Munich and operating in 190

 countries, is moving its entire energy research operation
 from Ontario to its existing office in Calgary. The provincial

 agreement with Siemens fits well with the government’s
 plans to tie university research more closely to the needs of
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 the monopolies — Siemens is already researching oilsands
 emissions. The agreement also aligns with Alberta’s

 “International Strategy,” part of which is to further sell out
 the province by increasing direct foreign investment.

After the signing, Lukaszuk praised Siemens as a company
 with “reputation” and “profile” but carefully omitted the
 content of that reputation and profile. In 2007 and 2008,
 Siemens was hit with multi-million dollar fines for price
 fixing and bribery. On a much more sinister note, in the

 1930s, Siemens helped fund the rise of the Nazi Party and
 the secret rearmament of Germany. During the Second

 World War, Siemens backed the Hitler regime in return for
 lucrative contracts, contributed to the aggressive war effort

 and participated in the “Nazification” of the economy.
 Siemens had many factories in and around notorious
 concentration camps to build electric switches for the
 military. In Auschwitz, tens of thousands of prisoners

 worked in a Siemens factory that supplied the camp with
 electricity.

During the final years of the war, Siemens moved its
 manufacturing to regions unaffected by Allied bombings.
 By the end of the war, Siemens was operating almost 400

 alternative or relocated manufacturing plants, which
 supplied electrical parts to concentration camps.

 Malnutrition and death were common in the camp factories.
 The factories were created, run, and supplied by the SS,
 which under Himmler’s command was responsible for

 crimes against humanity during World War II, in conjunction
 with company officials. During this time, Siemens used
 forced and slave labour at Ravensbrück concentration
 camp and in the Auschwitz subcamp of Bobrek, among

 others.
After 1945, Hermann von Siemens, head of the company,

 was charged with war crimes. The charges were later



 dropped and he was reinstated to help the Anglo-American
 imperialists rebuild Germany as a bulwark against the

 Soviet Union, which had led the world’s people in defeating
 the Nazis. Recent events have reawakened Siemens’ Nazi
 past. In 1998, Siemens was forced to set up a special fund
 to pay millions of dollars in compensation to people used

 as slave labourers during the Nazi era. In 2002, public
 opinion forced Siemens to abandon its plan to register the

 trademark “Zyklon” for a new line of products including gas
 ovens, the same name as the poison gas — Zyklon B —

 used to exterminate prisoners in Nazi death camps.
--------------------------------------------------

————–

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siemens
Ravensbrueck.

The major private firm that used slave labor at Ravensbrück
 was the Siemens Electric Company, today the second

 largest electric company in the world. In a separate camp
 adjoining the main one, Siemens “employed” the women to

 make electrical components for V-1 and V-2 rockets.

During the second World War, Siemens supported the Hitler
 regime, contributed to the war effort and participated in the
 “Nazification” of the economy. Siemens had many factories
 in and around notorious concentration camps[8][9] to build

 electric switches for military uses.[10] In one example,
 almost 100,000 men and women from Auschwitz worked in
 a Siemens factory inside the camp, supplying the electricity

 to the camp.

A series of depositions, trials, and appeals brought to light
 the conduct of Siemens during the Nazi regime.

 Contemporary scholars have been uncovering some of the

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siemens


 atrocities of Siemens during this time, including forced and
 slave labor at Ravensbrück and in the Auschwitz subcamp

 of Bobrek, among others. Additionally, the company
 supplied electrical parts to concentration camps and death
 camps. The factories had poor working conditions, where

 malnutrition and death were common. Also, the scholarship
 has shown that the camp factories were created, run, and
 supplied by the SS, in conjunction with company officials,

 sometimes high-level officials. [11]
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West German Industry and the Challenge of the Nazi Past,
 1945-1955

Author(s): Wiesen, S. Jonathan
Reviewer(s): Stallbaumer-Beishline, L. M.

Published by EH.Net and H-Business (June 2002) 
S. Jonathan Wiesen, West German Industry and the

 Challenge of the Nazi Past, 
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pp. $39.95 (cloth) ISBN: 0-8078-2634-0. 

Reviewed for H-BUSINESS and EH.NET by L. M.
 Stallbaumer-Beishline, Associate 

Professor of History, Bloomsburg University of
 Pennsylvania 

How do businessmen or corporate executives come to
 terms with accusations of 

criminality? S. Jonathan Wiesen (Assistant Professor at
 Southern Illinois 

University at Carbondale) raises this question in his study of
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 West German 
industry’s publicity and public relations efforts in the first

 decade after the 
Second World War. Because industrialists were reinventing

 their public image as 
entrepreneurs (“Unternehmer”), it is assumed that they were

 repressing memories 
of the Nazi past. However, Wiesen convincingly illustrates

 that industrialists 
were pre-occupied with the Nazi past by going behind the

 scenes to discover how 
they developed their public relations tactics through such

 venues as industrial 
organizations, publications, and trade fairs. While Wiesen is

 primarily 
interested in formal, institutional behavior, he also

 scrutinizes the endeavors 
of individual industrialists. He raises questions of universal

 importance about 
the place of morality in corporate behavior and how memory

 can be engineered 
and promoted. 

To illustrate the urgency, indeed obsession, felt by
 industrialists to explain 

their Nazi past, Wiesen cites the example of the German
 electrical firm, 

Siemens & Halske. The company’s managing board,
 although surrounded by the 

ruins of war in July 1945, composed manuscripts to explain
 its corporate 

behavior. Why the urgent need? Siemens wanted to deny
 war crime allegations 

being leveled against it by the Allied powers and to remind
 the public of the 



significant role that the company would play in the
 reconstruction of Germany. 

By analyzing how the manuscript was drafted and edited,
 Wiesen reveals a number 

of rationalizations offered by many industrialists: they were
 simply doing 

business, held no political views (yet attempted to resist
 Nazi policies), 

could not avoid using forced labor, and at least in the case
 of Siemens, 

“worker friendly.” (p. 38) Wiesen is critical of Siemens’s
 behavior, yet places 

it in the context of its time and demonstrates the urgent
 need that the Siemens 

directorate felt to explain its Nazi past. 
The bulk of Wiesen’s monograph is devoted to how industry

 came to promote a 
collective identity in order to soften Allied occupation

 policies, to improve 
its public image with domestic and foreign trading partners,

 and to check the 
growing power of organized labor. Initially, these attempts

 were ad hoc 
responses to immediate needs. For example, heavy industry

 supported the 
creation of the so-called Industry Office, that was devoted to

 the collection 
and organization of documents that could be used by

 German defendants in Allied 
tribunals and in denazification procedures. Yet, Wiesen also

 demonstrates that 
industrialists were sensitive to charges of crude apologetics

 as evidenced by 
his examination of Ruhr industrialists’s cautious attitude



 towards the 
publication of August Heinrichsbauer’s Schwerindustrie und

 Politik. 
The more significant development in promoting collective

 identity was the 
decision of the Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie

 (BDI or Federation of 
German Industry) and the Bundesvereinigung deutscher

 Arbeitgeberverbande (BdA 
or Federation of German Employwers’ Associations) to fund

 the public relations 
organization that eventually became known as the

 Deutsches Industrieinstitut 
(DI, later renamed the Institut der Deutschen Wirtschaft). The

 first director 
of the DI was Fritz Hellwig, who was one of the “new breed

 of image makers” 
that included in its ranks, Fritz Berg, Carl Hundhausen, and

 Herbert Gross, all 
of whom promoted American business concepts of publicity

 and public relations. 
In its numerous publications, references to the Nazi past

 were intended to 
portray the businessman as a victim of the totalitarian

 regime. The Di’s 
tactics proves that it was tacitly admitting the damage done

 to its reputation 
during the Nazi era. Far from ignoring the Nazi past, the DI

 acknowledged its 
existence and in response was putting forth the image of the

 businessman as 
Unternehmer and the “unsung hero of industrial capitalism.”

 (p. 118) How the DI 
and other publicists promoted this image (e.g. through trade



 fairs and 
publications) and its efforts to woo organized labor through

 the promise of a 
middle-class standard of living is then examined in

 subsequent chapters. 
While the DI formally represented industry, it did not

 preclude individual 
firms from attempting to improve their public images. For

 example, Wiesen 
explores two ill-fated publications commissioned by

 Vereinigte Stahlwerke: a 
twenty-fifth anniversary commemorative history of the

 company and a biography 
of Albert Voegler. In each case, Wiesen clearly demonstrates

 in fascinating 
detail that these were crude attempts at “corporate

 whitewash” by describing 
why the volumes were initially conceived, how they were

 edited by those 
involved in the project, and why the initial enthusiasm for

 both works died 
down. A more ambitious project was undertaken by Alfried

 Krupp, in 
collaboration with conservatives in the United States, when

 he was approached 
to subsidize the research and writing of Louis Lochner’s

 Tycoons and Tyrants: 
German Industry from Hitler to Adenauer. Lochner

 essentially portrayed German 
industrialists as embattled businessmen, who should now

 be allowed to rebuild 
Germany through free enterprise. By examining the motives

 behind this project, 
Wiesen again demonstrates that industry was trying to



 reinvent itself, because 
it was pre-occupied with the Nazi past.

Wiesen’s study is a compelling analysis of how West
 German industry’s 

development of public relations was a response to the
 immediate Nazi past. 

Because Wiesen is concerned with formal, institutional
 memory, particularly 

represented by the DI, he uses terms such as industry,
 business, and big 

business interchangeably. Yet the DI represented a broad
 range of companies 

from relatively small family firms to large conglomerations,
 so one is still 

left wondering if the voice of the DI leadership was
 representative. Wiesen 

raises questions about ethics and morality that are useful to
 business 

historians generally. He judiciously points out the hypocrisy
 of 

industrialists’s claims that they were victims of a totalitarian
 regime. 

Moreover, Wiesen’s study points out the need for more
 research on 

twentieth-century German business history: the relationship
 between capitalism, 

fascism, and business ethics. Why did industrialists have
 little or no moral 

compunction in such activities as exploiting forced labor or
 involving itself 

in “aryanization”? Why did conservatives in the United
 States so readily 

identify with their business counterparts in Germany after
 the war? What was 



the impact of West German industry’s attempts to reinvent
 its public image? 

Wiesen hints at the possible impact, but he is reluctant to
 discuss German 

attempts at “coming to terms with the past”
 (Vergangenheitsbewaeltigung) 

because this has only been measured in absolute terms of
 success or lack 

thereof. Rigid standards leave no room for the gray areas
 Wiesen discovered. 

Yet, the concept might still serve a useful heuristic purpose.
 Wiesen’s study 

is a convincingly well-research monograph that business
 and German historians 

will find incredibly useful. 
L. M. Stallbaumer-Beishline is an Associate Professor of

 History at Bloomsburg 
University of Pennsylvania, where she teaches modern

 German history and is 
researching a monograph on the Flick Concern during the

 Nazi era.
Subject(s): Industry: Manufacturing and Construction

Geographic Area(s): Europe
Time Period(s): 20th Century: WWII and post-WWII
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 ovens at Buchenwald still bear the Siemens name .
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siemens_AG "Siemens
 should…
00:03:35
Added on 9/21/08
1,552 views

https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
http://www.youtube.com/


 

 

Siemens

Siemens was a leading corporate
 participant in Hitler’s “death through work program;” with

 slave labor factories at the following death camps:
 Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Flossenberg, Gross Rosen,

 Mauthausen, Neuengamme, Ravensbruck,
 & Sachsenhausen

In late 1944, at the height of World War II, Siemens’ total
 workforce of 244,000 included 50,000 people who had been

 put to work against their will. The overall number of
 people who served as forced labor at Siemens during the

 war years was even higher.
The major private firm that used slave labor at Ravensbrück

 was the Siemens Electric Company, today the second
 largest electric company in the world. In a separate camp

http://holocaustonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/siemens.jpg


 adjoining the main one, Siemens “employed” the women to
 make electrical components for V-1 and V-2 rockets. The

 women usually worked for twelve hours a day, under
 conditions of extreme exploitation. Women also worked at
 some of the most difficult tasks, including construction.
 They were used like animals, with twelve to fourteen of

 them pulling a huge roller to pave the streets,
In addition to the profitable business of working people to
 death at Nazi concentration camps, Siemens did quite well

 in the so-called “Aryanization Program,” which was
 essentially the expropriation of Jewish businesses for
 resale at bargain basement prices to approved German

 companies
Siemens general director during the Holocaust, Rudolf

 Bingel, was one of the senior German business leaders
 active in the notorious Himmlerkreis, the Circle of Friends

 of Reichsfuhrer SS Heinrich Himmler. The companies
 represented in Himmler’s circle became pacesetters in
 Aryanization, exploitation of concentration camp labor,
 seizure of foreign companies in the occupied territories,

 and similar business ventures that depended on SS
 cooperation.

The National Socialist economy and the war years (1933 –
 1945)

Siemens
Corporate history: They admit that “ Siemens’ total

 workforce of 244,000 included some 50,000 people who had
 been put to work against their will. The overall number of
 men and women who served as forced labor at Siemens

 during the war years was, however, higher”
Exhibition:

The Nazi Era
Forced Labor

Siemens

https://www.siemens.com/history/en/history/1933_1945_the_national_socialist_economy_and_the_war_years.htm
https://www.siemens.com/history/en/history/1933_1945_the_national_socialist_economy_and_the_war_years.htm
http://www.vg100.de/en/ns-zeit.htm
http://www.vg100.de/en/ns-zeit.htm
http://www.vg100.de/en/ns-zeit.htm
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Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies
University of Minnesota

Siemens opens Nazi camp file
The Jewish Chronicle Online

Siemens follows V.W.’s lead in starting slave laborers fund
JTA

YouTube Video:
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   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---     Siemens - Ah, yes. Siemens, more than any other

 company, owes it all to the Nazis. Although the company
 has existed in one form or another all the way back to the
 19th Century, Siemens was in deep trouble after WWI and

 the Great Depression… that is, until those crazy Nazi
 allowed Siemens to fill its factories full of slave laborers
 from the Camps. After that, Siemens is responsible for

 everything from Germany’s Railways, Communications,
 power generation, munitions manufacture, you name it. As
 Cracked.com puts it: “At the height of the Nazi terror during

 the 1940s, it was not atypical for a slave worker to build
 electrical switches for Siemens in the morning and be

 snuffed out in a Siemens-made gas chamber in the
 afternoon.” Even the destruction of four fifths of the

 companies factories during WWII was not enough to keep
 Siemens down. Siemens has already been forced to settle a
 major lawsuit in 1998 brought by Holocaust survivors, but
 even with that $1.2 billion price tag in 2002 Siemens was in

http://prezi.com/luetho8eatdp/siemens-an-examination-of-ethics-and-responsibility/
http://prezi.com/luetho8eatdp/siemens-an-examination-of-ethics-and-responsibility/
http://chgs.umn.edu/museum/exhibitions/ravensbruck/slaveLabor.html
http://www.thejc.com/news/world-news/46062/siemens-opens-nazi-camp-file
http://www.jta.org/1998/09/24/life-religion/features/siemens-follows-v-w-s-lead-in-starting-slave-laborers-fund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3gDhUBglbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3gDhUBglbE
http://www.cracked.com/article_15767_third-reich-fortune-500-five-popular-brands-nazis-gave-us.html
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Holocaust+litigation:+asking+the+courts+to+right+a+historic+wrong-a063795747


 the news again, after it tried to trademark the term “Zyklon”
 (which means “cyclone” in German) to be used in products

 such as vacuum cleaners (Hmm…) and Gas Ovens (holy
 shit!) in Germany.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--
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Siemens: An Examination of Ethics and Responsibility
Early History
World War II

Scandal and Corruption
1975-present

Espionage
A Business Built to Bribe

Cash Desks
Conclusion

Corporate ethics policies are only as good as the
 management's commitment to instilling an ethical company

 culture. Siemens has become a global powerhouse with

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2233890.stm
http://prezi.com/user/anncollura/
http://prezi.com/login/?next=/luetho8eatdp/
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 360,000 employees; there are bound to be some bad apples,
 but it is imperative that the company move away from

 keeping all of their apples in a "bad barrel" where
 corruption is a rampant way of life. Encouraging ethical

 behavior as they move into the future will insure success
 and mitigate liability.

Complicity, Atrocities, and Siemens's role in the Nazi
 agenda

1930's - 1945
Connecting the world through communication

Improving Transportation
Effects of the First World War

Developing German infrastructure
Advances in transportation (3)

Devastation of WWI and the rebuilding of the company (4)
The dynamo-electric principle (2)

Linking the planet (2)
Factories in Auschwitz, Ravensbruck, and Nuremberg

 concentration camps, among others (5), (7)
Lawsuits and court documents reveal extent of atrocities (8),

 (9)
50,000 active Siemens “employees” were working against

 their will in late 1944 (6)
Helped Develop V2 Rocket in 1944
Thousands of military casualties 

Thousands more slave laborer deaths (10)
1945 – Hermann von Siemens

Arrested in 1945 (11) 

Slave Labor Compensation
Established $12M fund for remuneration (12) 



The Siemens-Schuckert Werke (SSW) D.I was accepted for
 production, and on 25th November 1916 an initial order for
 150 machines was placed. Production was somewhat tardy,
 airframes being held up for their engines and a later order

 (21st March 1917) for 100 machines was cancelled, as it was
 found that by mid 1917 performance of the S.S.W. D I was

 no longer up to requirements.
http://www.wwiaviation.com/Siemens-Schuckert.html

Adolf Hitler speaking on Nov 10, 1933 at a Siemens plant
 (V1)

The complaints in multiple lawsuits allege that before and
 during World War II Siemens was a major German

 corporation manufacturing, among other things, electronics
 and communications equipment essential to the ability of
 the Third Reich to wage its war of conquest. The shortage
 of manpower in Germany became acute and in order to fill

 the needs of German industry there was developed a
 system of involuntary forced laborers. These slave laborers
 were drawn from the conquered nations, Russian prisoners

 of war and the concentration camps.
This image is of The Shannon Scheme in Ireland. Siemens

 was hired to carry out this large project due to its
 advancements in engineering and reputation for success in

 building large plants.

http://www.asce.org/People-and-
Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-

Scheme/

The relief sought in the Siemens cases is (i) an accounting
 to Siemens' slave laborers for any profits or economic
 benefits derived by Siemens or any of its wholly-owned

 American subsidiaries from the knowing, systematic use of
 slave labor; (ii) payment to the slave laborers and their heirs

http://www.wwiaviation.com/Siemens-Schuckert.html
http://www.asce.org/People-and-Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-Scheme/
http://www.asce.org/People-and-Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-Scheme/
http://www.asce.org/People-and-Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-Scheme/


 the reasonable value of their services to Siemens; (iii)
 compensatory and punitive damages for Siemens' knowing
 use of slave labor and imposing barbaric working and living

 conditions; (iv) impressing a constructive trust upon all
 assets owned or controlled by Siemens that are traceable to
 the systematic use of slave labor, together with reasonable
 interest thereon; (v) reasonable attorneys' fees and experts'

 fees; and (vi) costs of suit.
http://www.siemens.com/history/en/news/1209_hermann-

von-siemens.htm
Economy or Genocide?

According to the Wannsee Protocol, death was the desired
 result of Jewish labor, not economic productivity. Slaves

 are expected to obey and work. Jews, conceived of in
 Germany as being evil and destructive to the moral and

 social order, were expected to suffer and die. Slaves are to
 be fed adequately and kept healthy, so that they can

 produce. Jews were purposely starved, so that they would
 weaken and die.

Bribery
Contract Tampering

Security Issues
Cartel Accusations

Iran
Siemens led the construction of the Bushehr nuclear facility

 beginning in 1975

Zyklon Trademark
2002 (19)

Zyklon B was the poisonous gas used in Nazi extermination
 camps 

Siemens filed two applications with the US Patent &

http://www.siemens.com/history/en/news/1209_hermann-von-siemens.htm
http://www.siemens.com/history/en/news/1209_hermann-von-siemens.htm


 Trademark for products with Zyklon brand 

Product line included home appliances including gas ovens 

Siemens retreated once scrutinized for this insensitive
 oversight 

Athens Olympic Games
2004

After the 1979 revolution Siemens was forced to abandon
 the project due to the sanctions against Iran

Siemens used third parties to continue to ship parts to
 Bushehr 

Most recently, Siemens software was targeted by the
 Stuxnet virus in 2010 

Spy Equipment in Iran
-- Nokia Siemens provided Iran with monitoring equipment

-- Used to monitor data and voice communications for
 certain words and phrases

-- Activists say the government is using it to crack down on
 dissenters

-- Siemens insists equipment is used for lawful intercept

Siemens had a lobbyist that worked closely with the
 Department of National Defence in the past (18).

The Canadian government changed the bidding terms to
 favor Siemens over MIL Systems and Fleetway Inc.

Siemens was bidding on a multi-million dollar contract to
 service warships for the Canadian Navy (17).

Nigeria
Iraq

UN Oil-For-Food program



Enel is Italy's largest power company and the second largest
 utility listed in Europe by installed capacity. The Enel group

 operates in 40 countries.
In total, 42 Oil for Food contracts were entered into, and
 secret kickback payments of approximately $1.7 million
 were made to Iraqi controlled accounts in order to avoid

 detection by the U.N. Total revenues on the contracts were
 over $124 million with profits of approximately $38,226,537.

 The payments were characterized as after sales service
 fees; however, no services were actually rendered. The
 ASSFs were effectively bribes paid to the Iraqi regime,
 which Siemens improperly disguised on its books and
 records by rnischaracterizing the bribes as legitimate

 commissions.
http://www.sec.gov/litigation/complaints/2008/comp20829.pdf

Argentina
2008

2008: Siemens and Argentine subsidiary plead guilty to
 violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act

Bribery accusations in national identity card program

Unsavory political alliances

Companies paid $1.15 billion more to settle charges brought
 by SEC and Munich prosecutors

Brazil
2013

Paulo Stark, chief executive of Siemens’ Brazilian unit, said
 in a statement that the company is cooperating with anti-

trust officials as they investigate charges that Siemens and
 other companies formed a cartel that raised the price of



 contracts to build and operate train and subway lines
 between 1990 and 2007.

Brazil Metro in Sao Paulo: 
http://www.smartplanet.com/blog/bulletin/siemens-accused-

of-public-transit-cartel-in-brazil/26687

Germany
2008

The Federal Intelligence Service (BND) had a representative
 on the board at Siemens. 

Siemens became the largest supplier of technology like
 wiretap-proof phones for the BND.

Siemens supplied surveillance and wiretap equipment to
 several other countries, which the BND used to its

 advantage.

The BND potentially had access to codes that would let
 them spy on other countries' networks.

2001
Security system C4I used at Games (20) 

Bribed Greek officers of the government to win contract for
 security at Games (20) 

System did not work properly (21) 

Agreement with Ministry of Defense cost 250 million Euro
 (21) 

Payment Intermediaries
Consultants



Barschecks
Bearer Checks
Slush Funds

Confidential Payment System
Internal Commission Accounts

Securities and Exchange Commission Charges
2011

2011: SEC announces civil bribery charges against 7
 executives, and criminal charges against 6 of them

10 year bribery scheme to win billion dollar contract; once
 contract was canceled, more bribes were paid to cover up

 the initial bribes

Shell companies, Swiss bank accounts, smuggling, cover
 ups

Cleaning House: NPR Interviews Peter Solmssen
Management, Leadership, and Change

Peter Löscher and Peter Solmssen
Business Conduct Guidelines

2009
Monitoring and Enforcement (39)

Investigation

Amnesty
Prosecution

Streamlined organizational structure
Values: Innovative-Excellent-Responsible

Bribery & Corruption
Legal Challenges

Management
Policy



Culture and Commitment
Werner von Siemens

Siemens & Halske Pointer Telegraph (1)
Company Origins

Development of German Infrastructure 
To play video: click Pause button in bottom left corner of

 Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left corner of
 YouTube video 

To play video: click Pause button in bottom left corner of
 Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left corner of

 YouTube video 
To play video: click Pause button in bottom left corner of

 Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left corner of
 YouTube video 

References
Siemens Executives Charged in Wrongdoing

Uriel Sharef – A former managing board member at Siemens
 from July 2000 to December 2007. He met in the United

 States with payment intermediaries and agreed to pay $27
 million in bribes to Argentine officials in connection with

 the DNI contract.
Siemens Executives Charged in Wrongdoing

Andres Truppel –CFO of Siemens Argentina from 1996 to
 2002. He regularly communicated with Argentine

 government officials regarding illicit bribe payments and
 participated in U.S.based meetings where bribes were

 negotiated and promised.
Siemens Executives Charged in Wrongdoing

Stephan Signer –Replaced Bock as Commercial Head of
 Major Projects for SBS and later became Head of Business

 Operations and Finance at Siemens IT Solutions and
 Services. He authorized the payment of bribes to

 government officials in Argentina.
Bernd Regendantz –CFO of SBS from February 2002 to 2004.



 He authorized two bribe payments totaling approximately
 $10 million on Siemens' behalf.

Carlos Sergi –A former board member of Siemens Argentina
 and a business consultant for Siemens Argentina. His
 primary role was to serve as a payment intermediary

 between Siemens and Argentine government officials in
 connection with the DNI contract.

Ulrich Bock – Former Commercial Head of Major Projects for
 Siemens Business Services (SBS) from October 1995 to
 2001. As the officer responsible for the DNI contract, he

 authorized bribe payments to Argentine government
 officials.

Herbert Steffen –CEO of Siemens Argentina from 1983 to
 1989 and again in 1991, and Group President of Siemens

 Transportation Systems from 1996 to 2003. Due to his
 longstanding connections in Argentina and Latin America,

 Steffen was recruited by Sharef and met directly with
 Argentine officials and offered bribe payments on behalf of

 Siemens.
Siemens is alleged to have paid $10.3 million to two

 Brazilian officials as part of a vast corruption scheme in
 public contracts with the transit authority. (28)

Outside law firm found widespread corruption steered out of
 Germany

"Go where the evidence takes you"
"Tell us the whole story and we will not fire you or punish

 you"
130 people stepped forward with information

People who were caught and did not ask for amnesty were
 fired and prosecuted

Bribery was a big part of the Siemens culture until 2007

"Clean business is good business"
"The management of Siemens throughout the world shall



 actively foster the widespread distribution of the Business
 Conduct Guidelines and see to it that they are

 implemented."

http://www.siemens.com/sustainability/pool/cr-
framework/business_conduct_guidelines_e.pdf

"Employees may not obtain competitive intelligence by
 using industrial espionage, bribery, theft or electronic

 eavesdropping, or communicate knowingly false
 information about a competitor or its products or services."

Change and Communication
New rules and Compliance Department overhaul

500 Compliance Officers hired
Compliance hotline and external reporting system

Training
To play video: click Pause button in bottom left corner of

 Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left corner of
 YouTube video 

Compliance Helpdesk
Continuous Evaluation

Employee Survey
Incentives

Prevent-Detect-Respond
Vigilance and Integrity

Italy
http://www.npr.org/2012/05/01/151745671/companies-can-

recovery-from-bribery-scandals
Early History

Second World War
Scandals and Corruption

Bribery, Culture, Management, Policy
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" REWARDS NAZI SIEMENS IN HOLOCAUST
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:29:38 PM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 

From: defendjerusalem@mindspring.com [mailto:defendjerusalem@mindspring.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 12:52 PM
Subject: "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" REWARDS NAZI SIEMENS IN HOLOCAUST
 
 

 

Subject: "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" REWARDS NAZI SIEMENS IN HOLOCAUST 

 

 
Dear Commissioner Trudie Infantini:

Below is a statement from you regarding concerns about "All Aboard Florida".

Below that is our statement to the CEO of "All Aboard Florida" and their bringing Siemens to run their trains.

Siemens was one of Germany's worst and corrupt and vile companies in the Holocaust and enclosed is a tragic history of their role in slave
 labor, gas chambers and a host of horrors they participated in, in the Holocaust.

Since March 2013, we've asked "All Aboard Florida" NOT to use either French or German companies that participated in this mass murder
 of 7 million Jews and millions of others.

AAF has refused to even talk about it, covering up for their involvement with Siemens which is a slap in the face to all of Florida and all of us
 taxpayers to reward this Nazi past and present corruption policies.

I will be addressing the Brevard County Commission on Oct. 21, between 10:30 AM and Noon, to get a resolution to stop Siemens
 participation as well as the deception of AAF itself that goes to the heart of all the other issues that AAF, that can't be trusted on any level.

Your support for a resolution on this matter would be most important to back your own reservations as well as to consider these issues of
 Siemens and not rewarding them for their heinous participation in the Holocaust.

"From All Aboard Auschwitz to All Aboard Florida", we must not give $billion contracts to the criminals and who ignored their own victims.

I eagerly await your response to this issue.

We've also asked and will make this issue visible at the Governor's Debate at Broward Community College at 5 P.M. on Oct. 15, 2014, in Ft.
 Laud.

No company that participated in the Holocaust and still needs to compensate survivors should be allowed to do business in Fla..

These train issues are also key in the states of Maryland and New York.

Yours in Shalom,

Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------
> Subject: [SpaceCoastPatriots] Comm. Trudie Infantini: AAF rail plan raises red flags.
> To: wesurroundthemmerrittisland-list@meetup.com
> Date: Thursday, October 2, 2014, 9:05 AM
> Florida Today:Guest column: All Aboard Florida
> rail plan raises red flagsCounty Commissioner Trudie Infantini,
> Guest columnist5:22 p.m. EDT October 1,
> 2014 45CONNECT 2TWEETLINKEDIN 13COMMENTEMAILMOREHave you
> heard about All Aboard Florida (AAF), a subsidiary of
> Florida East Coast Industries (FECI)?AAF is
> planning high-speed, passenger rail service from Miami to

mailto:rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
http://www.defendjerusalem.net/
mailto:wesurroundthemmerrittisland-list@meetup.com


> Orlando via the East Coast corridor, including Brevard
> County. AAF officials talk of a three-hour adventure. Sound
> good?The plan is to run 32 trains a day, at speeds as
> high as 110 miles per hour from Miami to Cocoa, then west
> through Brevard alongside State Road 528 to the Orlando
> airport.How many trains a day are too many?
> AAF and FECI say they can do whatever they want on the rail
> lines they own. But what mechanism is in place to protect
> the public from 32 trains increasing to who knows how many,
> 100, 200 passenger and freight trains running through the
> county?This activity could virtually cut off the east from
> the west parts of town, impede emergency services and reduce
> commerce due to the relentless flow of trains. And will the
> rail cars move from passenger to the more lucrative and
> consistent freight when revenue falls short of
> expectations?A ridership study performed for AAF in
> 2012 projected annual revenue at $145 million. Yet, the
> private loan interest is 12 percent or $192 million
> annually. Therefore, it is reasonable to predict, based on
> AAF's study, additional revenue will have to come from
> somewhere. Is freight the answer?The
> expansion at the Panama Canal will be a game changer for the
> mega container ships transporting cargo. Freight travel will
> automatically increase on the coastal tracks as a result of
> the expansions at the Port of Miami and the Panama Canal.
> Will this additional freight pass through the center of the
> state on the existing track to get to Orlando? Or, will it
> travel on the newly renovated and expanded track running
> along the heavily populated coast?Risk and
> liability are a concern. Although FECI may not have plans
> for AAF to convert from passenger service, it plans to
> invest $1 billion for its 400-acre rail yard in Miami-Dade
> County called South Florida Logistics Services. This freight
> facility is likely the most financially lucrative of
> FECI's business ventures.Is this the reason for the
> major improvements to the track? Additional hazardous
> materials, crude oil or other dangerous cargo could soon be
> added to our rails with greater frequency.Since
> SunRail commuter trains began service in the Orlando area in
> May, there have been four vehicle-versus-train collisions.
> Regardless of fault, driver impatience and high-speed rail
> do not mix. SunRail trains travel approximately 65 to 79
> mph.What precautions will be taken to prevent the risk
> to pedestrians and vehicular traffic when All Aboard Florida
> trains are traveling at 110 mph? The training necessary to
> handle a high-speed rail passenger accident are clearly
> different from what is needed to respond to a low-speed
> freight incident.My suggestion is to upgrade the
> existing track in the center of the state. The upgrades will
> prevent the high-speed passenger train and additional
> freight from being transported in the densely populated
> coastal region. All Aboard Florida has no plans to add stops
> in Brevard County on its Miami-to-Orlando route. Potential
> tourists will be "fast-passed," as if at a theme
> park, through our county en route to Orlando. Therefore,
> there is no point in going through Brevard
> County.So many questions remain unanswered. Who has the
> authority to say how many trains are too many? Uninterrupted
> frequency of trains flowing along the coastal track will
> diminish commerce and back up traffic. Underperforming
> passenger service may push freight service as the financial
> life-saver of the company. The trains' speed may result
> in fatal vehicle-versus-train collisions.The
> frequency and speed of the passenger and freight train
> service, as well as the content and increased volume of
> cargo, are my biggest concerns.Infantini
> represents District 3 on the Brevard County
> Commission. 45CONNECT 2TWEETLINKEDIN 13COMMENTEMAILMORE
> Sent from my iPad
 
 

 

"All Aboard Florida" Rewards Nazi Siemens in Holocaust

 
 

 

Mike Reininger
Pres. and CEO
"All Aboard Florida"

How Could You?

Shalom International had 20 rallies in the last two months to support Israel and to oppose Hamas/ISIS and all Islamic Nazis. We rallied in
 Coral Gables, Pinecrest, Ft. Laud., Boca Raton, Buffalo, Rochester, NYC at UN, at the White House and also spoke to 20 media in this
 process.  Next week will be our 700th rally/event and over 2250 news media since Oct. 2007 and 850 rallies and 3500 media since 1989,
 including going to 31 'death camps' and doing major events at 13 of them.

When I got back to S. Fla., we discovered that "All Aboard Florida's" picking of Siemen's to supply your trains, was truely one of the most
 contemptible and low class rewards you could have made to the very Nazis and their role in the Holocaust and Floridians are going to pay
 for it and be implicated in this disaster.

https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/


No wonder you cowardly avoided our letters in March of 2013 on this very issue. The conspiracy was already in with your collaboration.

"FROM HITLER TO HAMAS/ISIS AND 'ALL ABOARD FLORIDA", THE HOLOCAUST CONTINUES".

Siemens was one of the most corrupt companies then and today and its role in the gas chambers, slave labor and a host of crimes against
 humanity and the Jewish people, its production of VI and V2 rockets and role with U-Boats and how many houndreds of thousands of lives
 it cost is beyond contemptible politics to reward this outrage.

Seven million Jews were exterminated. A gas chamber was just found near Sobibor death camp in Poland, this Sept. 2014, also enclosed. 

Over 60 millions were killed in WWII, but neither Germany, nor Europe were deNazified and so the sweeping anti Semitism today across
 Europe is how the Holocaust began in the first place.

And you pick one of the worst German companies and offenders in the Holocaust to run "All Aboard Florida". What a slap in the face to all of
 Siemens and Hitler's victims.

The very Arab/Muslim Nazis aligned with Hitler to "Kill All Jews" are the very enemies Israel and America and this planet are facing today.

The lesson of the Holocaust was that the Jews were expendible and still are and then all were vulnerable and 1938 is being repeated by
 those very forces in the UN, EU, Vatican and Obama/Hillary/Kerry siding with the terrorists committed to killing all 'infidels' and "All Aboard
 Florida" now is funding and rewarding the very companies complicit with the slave labor of 14millions worked to death or led to the gas
 chambers they built and used and exterminated so very many millions in the worst crime in history.

Germany's "Final Solution Of The Jews" was industrialized mass murder and Siemens was one of the leading companies behind it, you've
 chosen for "All Aboard Florida" and is really "All Aboard Auschwitz."

"FROM ALL ABOARD AUSCHWITZ TO ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" YOU ARE GUILTY OF THIS HORROR IN ALLOWING THE CRIMINALS
 TO BE REWARDED AND NOT PAYING THEIR DUES TO THEIR VICTIMS."

SIEMENS with $104billion in revenues offered $12millions to survivors in it's 'generous gesture of good will' and 'deepest regrets.' This is
 the group that Hitler addressed at its factory in Nov. 1933 denouncing Jews and "All Aboard Florida" rewards a contract with Siemens and
 its mass murder history with 400 satellite plants as part of this Holocaust and hundreds of thousands of slaves and lives taken.

There were 42,500 places of mass murder that the Nazis did  in their killing spree. The mass murderers were allowed to escape and then
 given pensions by the German and others. The same happened to the slave labor companies of which Siemens was the worst of the worst.
Today, the 'death camps' are the world's largest Jewish cemeteries with giant crosses on Jewish graves, the Holocaust itself trivialized and
 the these sacred grounds commercialized. At Dachau, near Munich, where 40,000 were murdered and the Germans deny the use of the
 gas chamber, which was used, McDonald's was handing out flyers where burgers and fries could be purchased.
At Auschwitz, where millions were murdered, 90% Jews, there is a post office, crosses, disco, banking, restaurants at this extermination
 camp where Siemens was a key player. Of course, only a good Nazi would have an appetite after going through Auschwitz/Birkenau.

The survivors were ignored. In 2014 Germany offered $1billion to Ghetto Survivors that only goes back to 1999 while ignoring the previous
 50 yrs. So much for Germany caring about any of it. Only 3 cents on a dollar has ever been compensated to survivors. In the U.S. there are
 125,000 survivors with half below the poverty level and struggling, again and again.

Enclosed is testimony in Congress this Sept. 2014, in case anyone thinks the issue isn't of concern today. Obama offers the survivors $15
 million, while giving $2billion to Hamas and Fatah, both committed to Israel's destruction and in total violation of U.S. Code Title 18: "No
 Material Support to Terrorists."

On the eve of Yom Kipper, praying for atonement for 5775 yrs. and our "Covenant with G-d" to this land that millions of Jews were
 slaughtered for, the world again is attacking Judaism and demanding that Israel give up this "Covenant" and to divide itself and Jerusalem,
 Jewish for 3000 yrs. and give it to the very Arabs with Hitler to "Kill All Jews" and who danced in the streets after '9/11'. There is no end to
 attacking Jews, Judaism, Israel and "All Aboard Florida" has now added its agenda to this ever going crisis.  

The murderers know that they can get away with it and now the world is paying for it Big Time.

They kept bashing Jews and Israel and ignored that the very Islamic and German Nazis they allowed to be horrid.... would become a threat
 to themselves and now may well be too late as it was in 1938, when no one thought the Nazis would survive and they did and it swept
 Europe and around the world and is still a threat we all face.

In the last 4 yrs., Shalom International has helped in 15 events for Holocaust Survivors Foundation, USA, against Allianz Nazi Insurance
 that owes Survivors $2billion. Allianz insured the death camps and all the Nazi horror and has stolen policy monies to do golf tournaments
 in Boca Raton and elsewhere, while ignoring the survivors.

This is the German conscience. Also enclosed is a company associated with Allianz also suffering major losses.

In today's monies, the Nazis stole over $320billions let alone 7 million Jewish lives, including 1 1/2 million Jewish children.

One of the leaders in stealing Jewish companies and offering pennies on the dollar was Siemens. This process was called "Aryanization"
 and again "All Aboard Florida" is in collusion with this outrage and grand theft besides the mass murder.

Over 2000 German companies participated in the Holocaust and "All Aboard Florida" chose one of the worst to partner with. It is beyond
 explanation or excuses.

But when you sell your soul to the Devil, only more negatives can take place.

There is no forgiveness for what Siemens did and no country or organization can make amends.  Siemens has yet to fully compensate
 survivors and children for all times or to even offer explanations for its participation in the Holocaust on so very many levels.

Look at all the lives lost with  Germany bombing England and Antwerp with the hundreds and thousands of V1 and V2 bombs made by
 slave labor in camps run by Siemens or the millions of lives lost in response.

Look at all the ships sunk by 1500 U-Boats that slave labor with Siemens helped to build, besides using the hair of Jews and others
 exterminated in gas chambers and then burned. Over 75,000 lives lost here.

There is no way to add up all of the pain, suffering, torture, horror and mass murder that was trivialized by Germany, EU, Allianz, Siemens



 etc. and now "All Aboard Florida"......covering it all up.

We will now take our protest to the  state, nation and world to stop this outrage.

No company that participated in the Holocaust should be getting $billion contracts and who have yet to compensate survivors which is just
 one of the issues, let alone the immorality of it all.

The criminals get rewarded while their victims are still losing.

SHAME ON "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA".  

Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
       

 

Subject: Check out AOL.com Article - Archaeologists find hidden gas chamber in concent 

Click here: AOL.com Article - Archaeologists find hidden gas chamber in concentration camp
 

 

Subject: Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA"-No French or German Trains in Holocaust that didn't compensate
 Survivors 

We sent this by e-mail to the website of Florida Not On Board:

We wrote (them"All Aboard Florida") in March and April, not to have French or German trains that participated in the Holocaust and didn't
 compensate survivors. They have ignored us on these issues or Allianz German insurance that owes survivors $2.5billion and refuse to
 even meet with survivors. Please call me at 305-864-5110 and we can send you all the letters we have put out to a number of key people
 from  Gov. Scott, to both U.S. Senators, to members of Congress and your State Sen. Negron as well as Federal Rail Administration.  This
 issue of $billion contracts given to those who participated in mass murder and no compensation to survivors is not just a Fla. issue but in
 NY, MD, Calif. and a national crisis of cashing in.  Please let us know how we can help you. Bob
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA"-No French or German Trains in Holocaust that didn't compensate
 Survivors 

Dear Joseph Szabo, Administrator, Federal Rail Administration

Sir:  We are very concerned with any policy that is allowing $Billion contracts to any French and German Rail Company that participated in
 transporting millions of Jews to the death camps in the Holocaust and have yet to compensate any of the survivors or heirs.

We tried to reach "All Aboard Florida" in March and April to respond and they could care less and have ignored us completely.  If they are
 this immoral, who can trust them on any level and this isn't just about 'free enterprise' but the values of this nation not to support the
 criminals, but to cater to their victims.

We need a national policy that any French, German, etc. railroad company that participated in the Holocaust..... MUST compensate
 survivors and heirs in perpetuity, before any company can do business in the U.S..

This is basic decency and please tell us we can achieve such an action for the Federal Rail Administration that will oversee "All About
 Florida" and how we can help you.

Enclosed are letters to "All About Florida", they never responded to and to others also involved with this issue.

We look forward to hearing from you in this emergency.

Yours in Shalom,

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/
http://www.aol.com/article/2014/09/20/archaeologists-find-hidden-gas-chamber-in-concentration-camp/20965314/?icid=maing-grid7%7clegacy%7cdl7%7csec1_lnk2%26pLid%3D532866


Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

I am also sending this to yvette.taylor@dot.gov who is administrator of Region 4, which includes Florida and this project.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sherlean Purvis and Michael Kenny-Congressman Murphy

Dear Sherlean: Very nice talking with you today and below are the many issues in other letters that reflect our concerns regarding "All
 Aboard Florida" and what Congressman Murphy can do about it, which we also outlined in our letter to Congresswoman Frankel.

"All Aboard Florida"'s indifference to our concerns on French and German Trains that were used to transport millions of Jews to their deaths
 and never compensated the Holocausr survivors, reflects the immorality and dishonesty of this company, which should sound the alarm to
 anyone doing business with them.

How do we help the victims instead of the criminals?  That is the issue.

Please give this to Michael Kenny and we are happy to help Congressman Murphy to pursue the issues below on a national level.

Looking forward to your early response.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Felicia Goldstein -Rep. Lois Frankel:

Very nice talking with you today and I appreciate your telling me that if "All Aboard Florida" can't get U.S. tax dollars that China will
 back them as they have the rights for the project itself.

There are times when free enterprise needs to also be responsible. When GM, Chase, Ford, IBM participated with Hitler in the
 Holocaust, do they have an obligation to compensate survivors and heirs?  When Audi mentions last week, they had 20,000 slave
 laborers in the Holocaust and not a dime in compensation, is that to be ignored or responsibility to be dealt with?

With 125,000 survivors in U.S. and 1/2 below poverty level and 20,000 in Fla., what are we to do about any of this with Germany,
 France,etc. owing $Billions and ignoring the survivors and heirs and what is Congress doing about any of it? Rewarding the
 criminals and to hell with their victims?

This is what Congresswoman Frankel can do about it. Take a leadership role for this national issue. French and German trains are
 not just for Fla., but for NY, MD, Calif, and across America with companies who participated in the Holocaust getting $Billion
 contracts while not compensating survivors and heirs. This is criminal.

1. No company can do business until these issues are resolved and that includes other countries regarding investments, pensions,
 annuities, etc.

2. No company can do sports etc. until Holocaust survivors and heirs are compensated in perpetuity.

3. Teach the Holocaust nationally in every state so as not to repeat the past. Recently, 54% of the world has no clue, while
 antisemitism is unleashed around the world again.

4. Allow Holocaust survivors to sue Allianz etc. who owe $2.5billion to survivors while doing golf tournaments in Boca Raton.
 American Jewish Congress and Anti-defamation League belong to Claims Conference and have lobbied Congress against
 investigating the abuse and grand theft of $57millions from Survivors, in just this one case. Survivors are ONLY group in America
 not allowed to sue. Why?

5. All Floridians are picking up the tab for "All Aboard Florida" and yet the trains won't even stop there. Using French and German
 trains is more insult to injury and is  immoral. 

These are not complicated issues and leadership is the missing link to take these moral issues and implement policy.

"All Aboard Florida" reflect the immorality of the company that can't be trusted on any level.

Please let us know how we can help you.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject:  Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" 

Dear Michelle McGovern- Sen. Nelson's Office:

Very nice talking with you today and we need action for the situation is out of control and we'll gladly help.

I know Sen. Nelson is concerned about the "All Aboard Florida" Project and we want to add our concerns on dealing with an
 untrustworthy company who can't even respond to the issues we addressed to them regarding not using French and

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/
mailto:yvette.taylor@dot.gov
http://www.defendjerusalem.net/


 German trains that participated in the Holocaust of shipping millions of Jews to the death camps,but refuse to compensate
 Holocaust Survivors. The death camps were insured by Allianz, who does golf tournaments in Boca Raton with the
 $2.5billion they owe survivors and yet they refuse to compensate survivors from death benefit policies Allianz and others
 sold.  Why can't the survivors sue Allianz and others? Why doesn't Congress support the survivors instead of those who
 committed the mass murders that Germany gives pensions to and ignores the survivors until they will all be dead? There
 were 42,500 mass killing spots of Jews.  The figure is 7 million Jews killed not 6 million.

We have helped to organize 15 protests against Allianz in Boca Raton with the Holocaust Survivor Foundation, USA and
 NYC in the last 4 yrs. Since 1989, we have done nearly 900 rallies/events and been to 31 death camps and have done
 over 3500 media. Our latest rally was in Jerusalem on May 26, 2014, when Pope Francis was at Yad Vashem and we were
 asking for everything stolen in Holocaust and for 1500 yrs. to be returned to the Jewish community, to open the books on
 Hitler's Pope and the Vatican Bank and 'rat line', that helped thousands of Nazis killers to escape including 30,000 to
 Argentina; to stop commercializing the 'death camps', the world's largest Jewish cemeteries and sacred grounds and return
 them to the Jewish nation, while the Pope was equating the barrier wall Israel set up to keep out terrorists, with the Warsaw
 Ghetto where 400,000 Jews were sent to be exterminated at Treblinka. The Pope also called the Mufti of Jerusalem, his
 'brother.' Two years ago, this Mufti called for 'killing all Jews' and the Mufti before him was part of the Holocaust with Hitler
 to 'kill all Jews.'

It is all connected and time is running out on all of it. We are all in great danger once again.

The Obama administration offers $15millions for 125,000 Holocaust survivors, with 1/2 below the poverty level, while giving
 $2billion to Fatah/Hamas committed to Israel's destruction and in total violation of Title 18 of U.S. Code on giving any
 'material support to terrorists'. 

The Obama administration taps everyone's phone and read everyone's email to 'stop terrorism', yet gives up 5 major
 Taliban terrorists, with bloody hands for thousands of deaths, for one American 'we don't leave behind' yet 30%-70% of the
 homeless are Veterans who are also dying because of neglect at the VA hospitals. Was this American a diserter or worse,
 a collaborator? 

This is the same administration that said along with Hillary in 2011, that Assad of Syria was a 'reformer' and now 200,000
 dead and 9 million refugees.  This is the same administration that dumps on the Jewish religion and the Jewish people's
 Covenant with G-d for 5000 yrs. and Jerusalem, Jewish for 3000 yrs., that Obama wants to divide and give to the very
 Arabs aligned with Hitler to 'kill all Jews' and still do, while dancing in the streets after '9/11'. Without the Old Testament,
 there is no New Testament or Koran. The War Against Jihadist Nazis isn't over, nor will it be unless America wakes up and
 stops Iran from getting its nukes with those negotiations falling apart, among so many others. Obama supports Allianz and
 not the survivors.

The Claims Conference, which is supposed to give survivors what piddling compensation Germany was offering, stole, in
 just one case of abuse, $57million that belong to survivors, yet Congress
supports the Claims Conference over the survivors.

Why is America rewarding those who committed the Holocaust instead of their victims?

Our position in letters below to a number of people of concern and to "All Aboard Florida" is that a company that can't even
 respond to the issues we raised, is dishonest and can't be trusted and we'll gladly testify in Congress for a national policy
 that doesn't allow any company that participated in the Holocaust to do business in the U.S., until they have fully
 compensated survivors and heirs.

These monies are what Germany, France and others owe but have been ignored waiting for the survivors to die off and to
 our national shame.

We hope that Sen. Nelson will move on these issues on care, compensation, committments and no business with those
 who participated in the Holocaust and didn't and won't compensate. These are key moral issues that must be addressed.

I eagerly await your response and to meet with the Senator to address these emergency issues.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: Many More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" 

This was sent today from me to Sen. Rubio's office via his web site.

Sen. Rubio:
There are thousands of Holocaust Survivors in Fla. with 1/2 of them below the poverty level. Nationally, there are 125,000
 survivors. While Germany gave pensions to mass murderers they ignored the survivors and where is America in all of this?
We asked "All Aboard Florida" not to use French/German trains that participated in Holocaust but have refused to
 compensate survivors and heirs. "All Aboard Florida" hasn't the honesty to even respond to this crisis. This is a national
 disgrace to reward $billions to those who shipped Jews to the Death Camps, insured by Allianz who do golf tournaments in
 Boca Raton, but won't meet with survivors they owe $2.5billion to, among other issues. No contracts for any company
 involved in Holocaust who refused compensation for slave labor or any of the other horrors that destroyed 7 million Jews
 and others. A national policy would make a major difference since these issues are part of transportation issues in Md., NY,
 Fla., Calif. etc.. Every public official needs to address this emergency. Would appreciate your staff calling me about this
 and what we can do to testify and help in this policy.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: More Reasons to oppose "ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" 

Dear Ms. Delaney, Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council:

Very nice talking with you today and I'm enclosing our letter  to Sen. Negron and letter to "All Aboard Florida" and other key
 letters regarding this company, we can't trust, Allianz and the Holocaust.

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/


If they'll ignore these issues of concern we presented, this shows a great lack of honesty and not worth doing business with.
 If they would ignore the Holocaust and French and German trains that participated in it, as well as Allianz Insurance for all
 aspects of what needs to be insured, let alone travel insurance, than how can anyone do business with them on any level?

We understand that those not getting any benefits, but are paying for it in many ways, have to be concerned with what
 doesn't smell right to begin with.

$Billion contracts with those companies with an active role in the Holocaust and shipping Jews and others to the 'death
 camps', insured by Allianz, is giving the Nazis a victory, we cannot support on any level.

I understand that the TCRPC is concerned with land use and right of way and environmental issues among many others,
 but all of these issues also have to be using insurance as protection for all involved, should this project be actualized. 

So for the record, the enclosed information is for your Council to also consider these issues.  NY and Maryland are also
 dealing with these issues.

Since "All Aboard Florida's" arrogance, in their mode of operations to completely ignore us, we are not supporting their
 project.

Thank you for your kind attention to our concerns.

Yours in Shalom,
Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ms. Delaney received the info and is sending me her AAF file as well. Bob
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Subject: NO FRENCH/GERMAN TRAINS IN THE HOLOCAUST FOR ALL ABOARD FLORIDA AND NOW OUR
 OPPOSITION TO ALL ABOARD FLORIDA. 

Dear Sen. Joe Negron of Stuart, Fla.

You questioned "All Aboard Florida" seeking $1.5billion taxpayer
 backed federal loans for this so-called 'privately' funded project.

We are also questioning the integrity of Mr. Reininger and "All
 Aboard Florida", who have ignored our requests concerning not
 purchasing either French or German trains that participated in the
 Holocaust,as well as not using Allianz insurance that owes
 Holocaust Surviviors $2.5billion and won't even meet with them or
 even publish names of death benefit policies they stole from the
 survivors, while using those monies for Golf Tournaments in Boca
 Raton, we have protested against these last four years.

We wrote  to "All Aboard Florida", in March 2014 and then again in
 April and have been completely ignored and no response at all
 about our concerns or demands for 'justice'.

This tells us a lot about the company and those in charge.

We are asking for your help to make sure that any company that
 participated in the Holocaust and has ignored survivors and heirs
 in perpetuity, regarding compensations, is not getting huge
 contracts or even being allowed to do business in Fla.; is being
 funded with tax-payers grants; is being invested in through
 pensions or annuities, but is held accountable for the mass murder
 and atrocities they participated in and allow the survivors to keep
 on struggling.

There are 125,000 survivors in the U.S. and 1/2 of them are below
 the poverty line, which means this special needs group also adds
 to the tax payers with Medicade and other services, which the
 French and German governments and companies should be
 paying since they actively participated in this mass murder of 7
 million Jews; enslaved 14 millions that worked them to death and
 led to the gas chambers and that so many mass murderers were



 allowed to go free and Germany even giving pensions to these
 murderers while ignoring their victims, still struggling to survive.

Florida is home to many thousands of these survivors (20,000) and
 to ignore their pleas for justice only adds to the nightmare they
 have already endured, while aiding the very forces of evil that
 America lost 400,000 to stop. We just remembered the 70th
 Anniversary of 'D-Day' and yet so much still needs to be resolved
 and why we write you to stand with us on these issues.

A letter below is directed to a State Senator in Maryland who is
 behind such legislation. We have also included letters on Allianz
 and Norwegian Cruise Lines using Allianz travel insurance and still
 no reply from them either.

We aren't picking on you Senator, as we will also address these
 issues in the Governor's race and all members of the Fla.
 Legislature as well as members of Congress, the Federal Rail
 Administration, the U.S. Coast Guard and the Treasure Coast
 Regional Planning Council and other Planning Councils.

We have  heard nothing from those running for Gov. and that too is
 a tragedy. Why is any of this morality a difficulty for anyone?

Our model isn't to keep rewarding the criminals, but to support their
 victims and to stop repeating the same mistakes that led to the
 Holocaust and with a major rise in antisemitism in Europe again,
 this is no time to forgive and forget, but hold everyone accountable
 and responsible.

We look forward to hearing from you on this urgent matter.

I would be happy to meet with you on all of this. We are meeting
 with the German Consul in Miami this Thurs. on these matters. 

Yours in Shalom,

Bob Kunst
Pres., Shalom International
305-864-5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

     ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------

Subject: NO
 FRENCH/GERMAN
 TRAINS IN
 THE
 HOLOCAUST
 FOR ALL
 ABOARD
 FLORIDA

 

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/


 
Mike
 Reininger
 Pres. and
 CEO of
All Aboard
 Florida:
 
Dear Mr.
 Reininger:
 
Since 1989,
 Shalom
 International
 and Defend
 Jerusalem
 have done
 810
 rallies/events
 and 3500
 media to
 fight
 Nazism,
 terrorism
 and anti-
semitism and
 to bring
 'justice' to
 Holocaust
 Survivors.
 We also
 support
 Keeping
 Israel and
 Jerusalem
 United and 
 we promote
 our 5000 yr.
 "Covenant"
 with G-d
 who gave us
 this
 'Holyland'
 and  not be
 divided and
 given to the
 very Arabs
 alligned with
 Hitler to "Kill
 All Jews",
 who  now
 cowardly
 deny the
 Holocaust and
 who danced
 in the
 streets after
 '9/11'. No
 small
 undertaking.
 
I've enclosed
 3 letters
 below
 regarding
 these issues
 and
 campaigns
 we are
 involved
 with that are
 all related. 
 
Should



 German,
 French and
 other
 Governments
 and
 Corporations
 from those
 countries,
 that
 participated
 in the
 Holocaust,
 be allowed
 to do
 business in
 the U.S.
 who  have
 failed to
 compensate
 Holocaust
 Survivors
 and heirs,
 for their
 Crimes
 Against the
 Jewish
 people and
 other
 victims?
 
Would All
 Aboard
 Florida want
 to be
 smeared by
 association
 and
 profiteering
 from the
 Holocaust?
 
Rewarding
 the criminals
 instead of
 supporting
 their victims
 is the issue
 here.
 
How is it
 possible for
 any
 corporation
 to make
 money with
 any
 company
 that actively
 participated
 in the
 extermination
 of 7 million
 Jewish men,
 women and
 1 1/2 million
 Jewish
 children?
 
All Aboard
 Florida has
 an ambitious
 program to
 link up
 Miami and



 Orlando with
 a high
 speed rail
 system,
 which we
 support.
 
What we
 don't
 support and
 will oppose,
 is allowing
 SNCF
 French
 Railroad,
 which
 deported
 78,000 Jews
 to the 'death
 camps'  in
 the
 Holocaust,
 getting your
 contract for
 this rail
 system, or
 its
 subsidiary,
 Keolis
 Transit and
 rewarding
 them for
 their
 participation
 in this mass
 murder.
 
The French
 were willing
 to turn over
 their Jews
 and Jews
 from Europe
 who had
 escaped to
 France, over
 to the
 Germans,
 who hadn't
 even asked
 for them at
 this
 point, but
 would eventually
 go to the
 extermination
 camps,
 while SNCF
 has refused
 to open up
 this terrible
 history of its
 past, let
 alone to
 compensate
 Survivors or
 their heirs,
 to their own
 disgrace
 and anyone
 doing
 business
 with them.
 



Rewarding
 them with
 multi-$Billion
 contracts
 only adds
 insult to
 injury and is
 a black eye
 for Florida
 and what
 you are
 trying to
 accomplish
 with All
 Aboard
 Florida. This
 is a no-win
 situation for
 SNCF's
 criminal
 behavior,
 denials and
 ignoring
 what must
 be
 addressed.
 
Isn't there a
 Made In
 America
 train and
 engine
 system that
 you could
 look at or
 anyone else
 to deal with,
 to
 accomplish
 your goals,
 without
 trivializing
 the
 Holocaust
 and all of its
 victims?
 
Just this
 week, the
 French
 returned 3
 paintings
 stolen in the
 Holocaust to
 its owners or
 representatives,
 among the
 many
 thousands
 of art works
 stolen.
 Germany
 last year,
 kept secret
 over 1500
 art works
 stolen and
 found in
 2012.
 
All we are
 asking, is
 that any
 country



 participating
 in the
 Holocaust or
 corporations
 from that
 country, not
 be rewarded
 for their
 treacherous ,
 treasonous
 and
 murderous politics
 and that
 they have a
 moral
 responsibility
 to pay
 Survivors
 and heirs, to
 provide
 home care
 and
 education to
 the youth on
 the
 Holocaust,
 especially
 with the out
 of control
 anti-
semitism on
 the rise all
 across
 Europe
 today,
 again.
 
Allianz
 German
 Insurance is
 another
 example of
 a company
 to stay away
 from in
 terms of
 travel
 insurance,
 or any
 insurance, for
 your
 operation.
 They alone,
 owe
 Holocaust
 Survivors,
 $2.5billion
 they stole
 and as
 much as
 $20billion
 owed to
 Survivors
 from other
 insurance
 companies
 that reneged
 on their
 policies they
 sold to Jews
 and then the
 Jews were
 shipped off
 to the death



 camps.
 Allianz is the
 20th largest
 company in
 the world,
 yet cowardly
 refuses to
 list the
 names of
 those they
 sold policies
 to. Allianz
 insured the
 Nazis and
 their
 Holocaust
 and the
 'death
 camps' and
 Hitler's
 Economics
 Minister was
 Allianz'
 CEO.
 
If the issue is
 to forgive
 and forget,
 then what
 prevents the
 next
 Holocaust?
 What is the
 point if there
 is no
 'justice'?
 
If the model
 is that a
 company
 can get
 away with
 mass
 murder, than
 why wouldn't
 any crook or
 killer do the
 mayhem
 they do,
 without any
 remorse or
 hesitation?
 
There is
 much at
 stake today,
 not just in
 the past
 horrors we
 must not
 repeat, but
 in how we
 are going to
 survive in
 the future. It
 isn't by
 embracing
 those Nazis
 and
 collaborators
 such as
 SNCF and
 subsidiaries.
 



We would
 like to meet
 with you
 about this as
 soon as
 possible and
 discuss
 what can be
 done on a
 host of
 issues
 relating to
 this before
 we put a
 whole
 campaign
 together to
 oppose
 SNCF/Keolis
 getting your
 business.
 
Yours in
 Shalom,
 
Bob Kunst
Pres.,
 Shalom
 International
Defend
 Jerusalem
305-864-
5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

 
 
 
 

 

------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
------------------
--

Dear Bob,
Our efforts
 with NCL have
 not concluded
 with their very
 correct
 apology.
I am working
 with an anti-
discrimination
 lawyer and
 below you will
 find his last
 message to
 NCL.

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/


Jack
 
Ms.
 Mathews,
 
I write
 further to
 my last E-
mail
 inquiring
 whether
 Norwegian
 Cruise
 Lines
 intends to
 fully
 refund
 those
 Israeli
 passengers
 who
 suffered
 the
 indignity
 of being
 prevented
 from
 disembarking
 in Tunis
 while
 gentile
 passengers
 were
 permitted
 to
 disembark.
 
If there
 were any
 non-Israeli
 Jewish
 passengers,
 they, too,
 would
 have a
 claim
 against
 Norwegian
 Cruise
 Lines for
 racial
 discrimination. 
 In Shaare
 Tefila
 Congregation
 v. Cobb,
 481 U.S.
 615
 (1987),



 the
 Supreme
 Court, per
 Justice
 White
 writing for
 a
 unanimous
 Court,
 held that
 Jews are
 a race for
 purpose of
 civil rights
 statutes.
 In
 addition,
 the law is
 well
 settled
 that a
 member
 of an
 affected
 class has
 standing
 to present
 a claim for
 discriminatory
 treatment
 of like
 members
 of the
 affected
 class.
 That
 means
 Jewish
 passenger
 would
 have a
 claim
 against
 Norwegian
 for its
 capitulation
 to
 Tunisian
 authorities
 regarding
 fellow
 Jews from
 Israel
 prevented
 from
 disembarking
 in Tunis.
 



The court
 in Walker
 v. Carnival
 Cruise
 Lines, 107
 F.Supp.2d
 1135,
 1145
 (N.D.Cal.2000)
 emphasized
 “[t]he
 value
 society
 places
 upon
 eradicating
 discrimination
 and
 ensuring
 civil rights
 plaintiffs
 … have
 their day
 in Court.”
 
Hence, my
 question:
 will
 Norwegian
 refund
 ticket
 costs to
 Israeli
 victims?
 
Sam
 
From:
 shalominternational
 [mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com]
 
Sent:
 Wednesday,
 March 12, 2014
 10:47 PM
To: zzzz-allianz-
samuel
Cc: zzz-lipskar
Subject:
 Shalom
 International/Defend
 Jerusalem
 Thanks and
 Challenges to
 NCL
 

 

Kevin
 Sheehan

CEO
 Norwegian
 Caribbean
 Lines
c/o

mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com


 publicrelations@ncl.com

 
Dear
 Mr.
 Sheehan:

 
Shalom
 International/Defend
 Jerusalem
 wishes
 to
 congratulate
 NCL in
 taking
 action
 to
 cancel
 cruises
 to
 Tunisia,
 which
 refused
 entry to
 Israeli
 nationals
 who
 were
 passengers
 on the
 Norwegian
 Jade.
 
You
 were
 quoted
 in
 today's
 Miami
 Herald,3/12/14,
 as
 saying:
 "We
 want to
 send a
 strong
 message
 to
 Tunisia
 and
 ports
 around
 the
 world
 that we
 will not
 tolerate
 such
 random
 acts of
 discrimination
 against
 our
 guests"."We
 are
 outraged
 by this
 act and
 the fact
 that we
 were
 not
 notified
 in
 advance
 of this
 practice.
 We
 apologize
 sincerely
 to our
 guests
 who
 were
 afffected
 and
 want

mailto:publicrelations@ncl.com


 them to
 know
 that we
 have
 taken
 the
 appropriate
 action
 in
 response."

 
We
 appreciate
 your
 direction
 in this
 matter
 and
 your
 offering
 complimentary
 trips to
 those
 affected and
 wish to
 urge
 such
 consideration
 for
 other
 accute
 matters
 in this
 letter to
 you.
 
1.
 Recently
 the
 Norwegian
 YMCA
 decided
 to
 boycott
 Israel
 and to
 blackmail
 Israel
 into
 dividing
 Jerusalem,
 Jewish
 for
 3000
 yrs. and
 the
 "Holyland",
 that has
 been
 Jewish
 for
 5000
 yrs.
    and
 give it
 to the
 very
 Arabs
 alligned
 with
 Hitler to
 'kill all
 Jews'
 and
 who
 danced
 in the
 streets
 on
 '9/11'.
 
   This
 "Eternal
 Covenant" is
 what G-
d Gave



 the
 Jewish
 people;the
 land the
 League
 of
 Nations
 gave
 the
 Jewish
 people
 in the
 1920s and
 millions
 of Jews
 were
 murdered
 for.
 Since
 NCR is
 one of
 Norway's
 leading
 corporations,
 we
 would
 urge
 your
 efforts
 to stop
 this
 level of
 discrimination,
 that is
 the
 same
 level of
 hatred
 that
 was
 offered
 by
 Tunisia
 and on
 the
 same
 issues.
 Without
 the Old
 Testament,
 there is
 no New
 Testament
 or
 Koran. 
 Boycotting
 Norway
 and
 corporations is
 in
 discussion.

 
2. The
 Letters
 below
 to
 Sen.Carter
 Conway
 in
 Maryland
 and to
 Mark
 Williams
 of PGA
 Tours,
 reflects 
 very
 critical
 issues
 of
 corporations
 like
 Allianz
 German
 Insurance
 that
 owes



 Holocaust
 Survivors
 $2.5billion
 on
 policies
 they
 sold to
 Jews
 and
 then
 stole
 the
 monies
 from
 them,
 being
 allowed
 to do
 business
 and golf
 tournaments
 and
 reneging
 on their
 committments
 to
 honor
 those
 policies.
 Allianz
 insured
 the
 'death
 camps'
 and
 Nazi
 Holocaust,
 but
 have
 been
 unwilling
 to even
 meet
 with the
 survivors,
 release
 lists of
 names
 they
 sold
 policies
 to and
 are
 blocking
 to allow
 the
 survivors
 to even
 sue. 
 Allianz
 is the
 20th
 largest
 corporation
 in the
 world
 and its
 CEO
 was
 Hitler's
 Economics
 Minister.

 
     What
 concerns
 us is
 that
 NCL is
 selling
 travel
 insurance
 from
 Allianz
 who
 refuses
 to meet



 its
 obligations
 to the
 Holocaust
 Survivors.

 
     Is
 there
 no one
 else
 you can
 use
 regarding
 travel
 insurance?

                                                                                                                                                               
 ;                        
 Will you
 use
 your
 influence
 on
 Allianz
 in terms
 of
 NCL's
 statement
 on
 discrimination,
 that you
 won't
 do
 business
 with
 Allianz
 until
 they do
 what is
 morally
 right in
 this
 matter.
 
    
 Other
 insurance
 companies
 involved
 in
 stealing
 from
 Holocaust
 Survivors
 and
 heirs
 totals
 $20billions.

 
3. There
 are
 500,000
 Survivors
 globally
 and
 125,000
 in U.S.,
 90,000
 in Israel
 and
 here in
 S. Fla.
 we
 have
 very
 many
 thousands,
 1/2
 living
 below
 the
 poverty
 level
 and
 desperately
 in need



 of help.
    We'd
 like to
 meet
 with
 you on
 all of
 the
 above,
 how
 NCL
 can
 help the
 Holocaust
 Survivors
 regarding
 health/dental/psychological
 and
 home
 care,
 retirement
 settlements, as
 part of
 your
 charitable
 contributions
 programs and
 also
 how we
 can
 educate
 the
 world
 and all
 ports of
 call for
 NCL,
 on the
 Holocaust
 and the
 dangerous
 rise in
 anti-
semitism
 sweeping
 across
 Europe
 again
 and
 influenced
 again
 by the
 same
 anti-
semitism,
 anti-
Israeli
 politics
 just
 experienced
 in
 Tunisia.
 
We
 eagerly
 await
 your
 response.

 
 
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------



-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
----- 
From:
 shalominternational
 
Sent:
 Mar 11,
 2014
 3:39
 PM 
To:
 joan.carter.conway@senate.state.md.us
 
Cc: mb 
Subject:
 Survivor/Shalom
 International
 Protest
 Against
 Allianz 

Dear
 Sen.
 Carter
 Conway:

 
We wish
 to
 congratulate
 you on
 your
 very
 important
 SB754,
 in
 holding
 corporations
 accountable
 for their
 participation
 in the
 Holocaust
 and
 mass
 murder
 and yet
 to
 compensate
 either
 survivors
 or heirs
 70 yrs.
 later,
 only
 adding
 insult to
 injury
 none of
 us
 should
 be
 rewarding.

 
Enclosed
 is some
 info on
 Allianz
 Nazi
 Insurance,
 which
 owes
 survivors
 $2.5billion
 and
 won't
 even
 release
 the
 names
 of those

mailto:joan.carter.conway@senate.state.md.us


 holding
 policies
 with
 them.
 The
 entire
 insurance
 industry
 owes
 $20billions
 to the
 survivors
 and
 perhaps
 you
 might
 consider
 adding
 this to
 your bill
 somehow.
 Allianz
 insured
 the
 Nazis,
 the
 'death
 camps'
 and
 Hitler's
 Economic
 Minister
 was the
 Pres. of
 Allianz. 
 
Today,
 Allianz
 is 20th
 largest
 corporation
 in the
 world
 and still
 treats
 the
 survivors
 like
 garbage.
 
 
Please
 let us
 know
 how we
 can
 work
 with
 you.
 Perhaps,
 another
 issue is
 to make
 sure
 that no
 state
 pensions
 etc. go
 towards
 these
 companies,
 until
 they
 finally
 do what
 is right
 by the
 survivors
 and
 heirs. 
 
Yours in
 Shalom,

Bob
 Kunst
Pres.,



 Shalom
 International

305-
864-
5110
www.defendjerusalem.net

-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
-----------
------

Subject:
 Survivor/Shalom
 International
 Protest
 Against
 Allianz 

Mark
 Williams:
 This
 story
 was
 also in
 today's
 Miami
 Herald
 and
 also will
 in
 Jewish
 Journal
 in S.
 Fla.
 with
 many
 thousands
 of
 readers
 as part
 of this
 campaign.
 Will
 send
 you
 more
 info.
 Putting
 the Golf
 Cart
 and
 profits
 over
 the
 lives of
 Holocaust
 Survivors
 is bad
 business
 and
 immoral. Bob

Subject:

http://www.defendjerusalem.net/


 FW:
 Survivor/Shalom
 International
 Protest
 Against
 Allianz 

Chuck,
 
The
 Holocaust
 Survivors
 Foundation
 USA
 protested
 Allianz
 and
 AAA
 again
 on the
 final
 round
 of the
 golf
 tournament
 this
 past
 Sunday.
 Below
 the
 photo,
 there is
 an
 article
 about
 the
 protest
 published
 in the
 Jewish
 Journal,
 a
 popular
 newspaper
 among
 South
 Florida
 Jewish
 people,
 including
 the
 “snowbirds”.
 I can’t
 guess
 how
 many
 are
 AAA
 members
 or have
 family
 and
 friends
 who
 are,
 but the
 word is
 already
 spreading.
 Jewish
 people



 are
 accustomed
 to anti-
Semitism
 and all
 too
 often
 overlook
 incidents.
 But
 they
 are
 very
 sensitive
 to
 issues
 involving
 the
 Holocaust
 and
 won’t
 tolerate
 abuse
 of
 survivors.
 Those
 who
 condone,
 collaborate
 or
 enable
 companies
 like
 Allianz
 will
 carry
 the
 stain of
 that
 relationship
 for a
 very
 long
 time.
 
Ron
 Dolinsky
 
From:
 shalominternational
 [mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com]
 
Sent:
 Tuesday,
 February
 11,
 2014
 1:20
 AM
To: nj
Cc: ny-
ava
Subject:
 Survivor/Shalom
 International
 Protest
 Against
 Allianz
 

mailto:shalominternational@mindspring.com


Survivors
 seek
 $2.5
 billion
 in
 Holocaust-
era
 debts
 from
 Allianz
 

Protesters outside the Broken Sound Golf Course in Boca Raton on Feb. 3, protesting the Allianz Golf
 Tournament. Local activists believe Allianz, a German insurance company which was involved with the
 Nazis during World War II, still owes much more in insurance claims to Holocaust survivors and
 descendants of those who perished in the Holocaust. (Staff photo/Janeris Marte / February 3, 2014)

By
 Randall
 P.
 Lieberman,
 Staff
 Writer
 
4:45
 p.m.
 EST,
 
February
 10,
 2014
Holocaust
 survivor
 Jack
 Rubin
 is
 still
 waiting
 for
 
Allianz
 to
 make
 a
 fair
 deal.

Rubin,
 85,
 of
 
Boynton
 Beach,
 is
 an
 executive
 board
 member
 of
 the
 Holocaust
 Survivors

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/florida-jewish-journal/news/palm-beach-county-news/fl-jjps-allianz-0212-2-20140210%2c0%2c7789231%2cprint.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/economy-business-finance/allianz-ag-holding-ORCRP000561.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/boyntonbeach?track=tax-boyntonbeach
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/boyntonbeach?track=tax-boyntonbeach


 Foundation
 USA,
 which
 has
 organized
 a
 protest
 of
 the
 Allianz
 Golf
 Tournament
 in
 
Boca
 Raton
 every
 year
 for
 the
 past
 four
 years.
 The
 protest
 is
 to
 convince
 Allianz
 to
 pay
 back
 all
 of
 the
 proceeds
 of
 unpaid
 Holocaust-
era
 insurance
 claims
 to
 Jewish
 Holocaust
 survivors
 and
 descendants
 of
 Jewish
 Holocaust
 victims.

Rubin
 led
 about
 a
 dozen
 protesters
 outside
 the
 Broken
 Sound
 Golf
 Course
 on
 Monday,
 Feb.
 3,
 on
 the
 first
 day
 of
 the
 tournament,
 an
 official
 PGA
 Champions
 (50
 and
 older)
 Golf
 Tour
 event
 held
 every

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton


 year
 at
 Broken
 Sound.
 On
 Sunday,
 Feb.
 9,
 on
 the
 event's
 final
 day,
 there
 were
 close
 to
 40
 protesters.

Rubin
 said:
 "We
 Holocaust
 survivors
 are
 getting
 old.
 We're
 tired
 of
 coming
 out
 here
 every
 year.
 We
 want
 Allianz
 to
 sit
 down
 with
 us
 and
 finally
 make
 us
 a
 fair
 deal
 for
 what
 we
 are
 owed."

Added
 Holocaust
 survivor
 Moric
 Jusovic,
 85,
 of
 
Delray
 Beach:
 "A
 lot
 of
 the
 survivors
 are
 dying
 off
 or
 getting
 too
 weak
 to
 come
 out.
 It
 seems
 like
 it
 is

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/delraybeach?track=tax-delraybeach
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/delraybeach?track=tax-delraybeach


 Allianz's
 goal
 to
 just
 wait
 until
 we
 die
 off.
 What
 they
 are
 doing
 is
 so
 unfair.
 They
 say
 they
 are
 paying
 all
 legitimate
 claims,
 but
 they
 have
 the
 audacity
 to
 ask
 for
 documents
 which
 are
 impossible
 to
 produce."
Allianz,
 a
 German
 insurance
 company,
 does
 not
 deny
 it
 owes
 insurance
 claims
 to
 Jewish
 Holocaust
 survivors,
 and
 descendants
 of
 Jews
 who
 were
 killed
 in
 the
 Holocaust,
 for
 insurance
 policies
 purchased
 by
 European
 Jews
 during
 
World
 War
 II.
 The
 only
 question
 is:
 Has
 the
 company
 paid
 its
 fair
 share
 of

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/wars-interventions/world-war-ii-%281939-1945%29-EVHST00000110.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/wars-interventions/world-war-ii-%281939-1945%29-EVHST00000110.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/unrest-conflicts-war/wars-interventions/world-war-ii-%281939-1945%29-EVHST00000110.topic


 what
 it
 owes?

As
 part
 of
 a
 statement
 released
 by
 Allianz
 spokeswoman
 Sabia
 Schwarzer,
 she
 said:
 "Allianz's
 history
 and
 involvement
 in
 
Nazi
 Germany
 has,
 with
 the
 company's
 full
 support,
 been
 very
 well
 documented,
 particularly
 in
 Gerald
 D.
 Feldman's
 groundbreaking
 book,
 'Allianz
 and
 the
 German
 Insurance
 Business
 1933-
1945.'
 This
 book,
 published
 back
 in
 2001,
 also
 details
 the
 work
 of
 the
 company
 in
 settling
 claims
 in
 the
 post-
war
 period.
 While
 we
 cannot
 undo
 any
 aspect
 of
 our
 company's
 history,
 we
 can
 learn
 from
 it
 and

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/nazi-party-ORCIG00000044.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/parties-movements/nazi-party-ORCIG00000044.topic


 work
 to
 make
 sure
 the
 horrors
 of
 the
 Holocaust
 are
 never
 again
 repeated."

Schwarzer
 also
 said
 that
 Allianz
 continues
 to
 pay
 its
 fair
 share
 of
 what
 it
 owes.
 However,
 the
 protesters
 all
 disagreed,
 and
 an
 independent
 source
 said
 that
 Allianz
 had
 paid
 at
 most
 three
 percent
 of
 what
 it
 owes
 on
 Jewish
 Holocaust-
related
 claims.

Sidney
 Zabludoff,
 an
 economist
 who
 worked
 for
 the
 White
 House,
 
CIA
 and
 
Treasury
 Department
 for
 more
 than
 thirty
 years,
 said
 by
 phone:
 "Upon
 retirement
 in
 1995,
 I
 was
 part

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/politics/espionage-intelligence/central-intelligence-agency-ORGOV000009.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/economy-business-finance/economy/u.s.-department-of-the-treasury-ORGOV000051.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/economy-business-finance/economy/u.s.-department-of-the-treasury-ORGOV000051.topic


 of
 the
 International
 Commission
 on
 Holocaust-
era
 Insurance
 Claims,
 which
 focused
 on
 issues
 related
 to
 the
 restitution
 of
 Jewish
 assets
 stolen
 during
 the
 Holocaust
 era.
 I
 was
 the
 principal
 analyst
 for
 the
 Jewish
 claims.
 I
 figured
 out
 the
 worth
 of
 all
 the
 portfolios
 held
 by
 the
 European
 insurance
 companies.
 In
 today's
 value,
 Allianz's
 share
 of
 the
 Jewish
 claims
 would
 be
 about
 $2.5
 billion,
 yet
 they've
 paid
 out
 only
 about
 $50
 million."

The
 rest
 of
 Schwarzer's
 statement
 reads:
 "Allianz
 has
 been
 active
 in
 settling
 the
 insurance
 claims



 of
 Holocaust
 victims
 and
 their
 families
 ever
 since
 the
 end
 of
 the
 Second
 World
 War,
 both
 in
 cooperation
 with
 the
 Allied
 and
 German
 governments
 and,
 more
 recently
 —
 together
 with
 the
 U.S.
 and
 Israeli
 governments,
 the
 Jewish
 Claims
 Conference
 and
 others
 —
 through
 the
 International
 Commission
 on
 Holocaust-
era
 Insurance
 Claims
 (ICHEIC).
 To
 this
 day,
 Allianz
 continues
 to
 pay
 any
 verifiably
 unsettled
 claims,
 whether
 submitted
 directly
 or
 through
 the
 New
 York
 State
 Holocaust
 Claims
 Processing
 Office,
 which
 has
 taken
 the
 lead
 in
 investigating
 and
 processing
 claims
 and
 advocating



 for
 claimants
 since
 ICHEIC
 completed
 its
 work
 in
 2007.

Protester
 David
 Dubbin,
 of
 
Boca
 Raton,
 said
 Schwarzer's
 statement
 is
 disingenuous.

"I
 ask
 you
 how
 many
 death
 certificates
 were
 issued
 by
 the
 Nazis
 and
 how
 many
 Jews
 were
 allowed
 to
 bring
 their
 insurance
 papers
 to
 the
 concentration
 camps,"
 David
 Dubbin
 said.
 "The
 answer,
 of
 course,
 is
 none.
 When
 Allianz
 says
 verifiable
 claims,
 they
 are
 holding
 out
 for
 original
 papers,
 which
 is
 how
 they
 are
 getting
 away
 with
 not
 paying
 the
 full
 number
 of
 claims
 they

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/community/news/bocaraton?track=tax-bocaraton


 should.
 They
 should
 publish
 a
 list
 of
 all
 their
 European
 policy
 holders
 during
 the
 war
 and
 let
 any
 descendants
 collect
 who
 can
 show
 proof
 of
 identity."

Samuel
 Dubbin,
 of
 Miami,
 David's
 brother
 and
 the
 counsel
 to
 the
 Holocaust
 Survivors
 Foundation
 USA,
 added:
 "In
 2011,
 the
 protests
 received
 a
 lot
 of
 press
 coverage
 and
 the
 protests
 put
 pressure
 on
 Allianz.
 Wolfgang
 Ischinger
 [Allianz's
 global
 head
 of
 government
 relations]
 agreed
 to
 come
 here
 to
 South
 Florida
 and
 talk
 to
 the
 Holocaust
 survivor
 leadership
 on
 his
 next
 trip
 to
 the



 United
 States.
 A
 few
 months
 later,
 he
 reneged.
 We
 encourage
 Ischinger
 to
 finally
 address
 our
 Holocaust
 survivors
 and
 show
 Allianz's
 commitment
 to
 honoring
 its
 insurance
 contracts."

The
 survivors
 pointed
 to
 a
 2011
 letter
 the
 Foundation
 faxed
 to
 Ischinger
 to
 request
 what
 Allianz
 could
 do
 to
 settle
 the
 situation
 more
 fairly:

"Allianz
 still
 needs
 to
 come
 clean
 with
 complete
 disclosure
 of
 policy
 holder
 information;
 to
 make
 payment
 of
 claims
 at
 fair
 value
 (not
 the
 10%
 value
 approved
 by
 ICHEIC);
 to
 support
 full
 legal
 rights
 for
 Holocaust



 survivors
 and
 their
 heirs;
 and
 to
 contribute
 immediately
 significant
 resources
 to
 assist
 Holocaust
 survivors
 in
 need,
 not
 through
 the
 Claims
 Conference,
 but
 via
 agencies
 known
 and
 respected
 by
 grass-
roots
 survivor
 leaders."

Samuel
 Dubbin
 said
 the
 survivors
 were
 not
 satisfied
 with
 Ischinger's
 2011
 response
 letter,
 as
 it
 did
 not
 directly
 respond
 to
 any
 of
 the
 Foundation's
 concerns.
 However,
 the
 survivors
 did
 expect
 he
 would
 honor
 a
 commitment
 to
 meet
 with
 them
 in
 person,
 which
 was
 never
 fulfilled,
 so
 they
 will
 continue
 to
 protest
 Allianz
 until
 Ischinger
 meets



 with
 the
 survivors
 and
 reaches
 an
 acceptable
 agreement.

The
 
Jewish
 Journal
 will
 follow
 up
 with
 both
 sides
 to
 see
 if
 Ischinger
 agrees
 to
 meet
 with
 the
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FW: Thursday's House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee Hearing
Robert Kunst
4:48 PM
Cc: Robert Kunst

 
 

Chairwoman Ros-Lehtinen’s opening remarks:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Survivors Continue to Endure Hardships Long After the Atrocities of the
 Holocaust; Congress and the U.S. Government Must Do More to Ensure They

 Receive Their Long Overdue Justice, Says Ros-Lehtinen

(WASHINGTON) – U.S. Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Chairman of the Middle East and North
 Africa Subcommittee, made the following statement today at a joint Middle East and North Africa and
 Europe, Eurasia, and Emerging Threats Subcommittee hearing entitled, “The Struggles of Recovering
 Assets for Holocaust Survivors.” Statement by Ros-Lehtinen:
“This is a hearing we never should have to hold, yet it is a topic that must be addressed, as Holocaust
 survivors around the world continue to suffer injustices of the past and their needs and well-being go
 neglected. 
 I want to acknowledge our late Congressman, the Chairman of this Committee, Tom Lantos, whose

http://outlook.com/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/
https://blu177.mail.live.com/ol/


 painting adorns the wall, a Holocaust survivor with whom I worked closely during his time here on the
 committee. 
 Six million Jews were murdered at the hands of the Nazis during the Holocaust and millions more
 suffered unspeakable atrocities committed against them and their loved ones. All of their properties and
 belongings were stolen, as the Nazis deported them to ghettos and concentration camps, where most of
 them died of starvation, exhaustion, torture or in gas chambers.
 The toll the Holocaust has taken on survivors is unimaginable and it is unforgiveable, but we cannot
 forget that it takes a tremendous toll on the second generation as well, as we will hear from our brave
 witnesses.
 Today there are less than half a million survivors of humanity’s darkest period, with nearly half of all
 Survivors worldwide living at or below the poverty level. And it is painful to see those who have suffered
 so greatly continue to struggle day in and day out – as if they had not suffered enough.
 And with the average age of Holocaust survivors estimated at 82, time is truly running out for us to bring
 them some form of justice, some kind of closure so that they can live out the rest of their days in dignity
 and comfort. I believe that more can and must be done.
 Holocaust survivors are barred—barred—from suing in federal courts those insurance companies that
 failed to pay out Holocaust-era policies. At the very minimum – given that no money can ever replace
 the experience of suffering under the Nazis – at the very minimum, we should let the survivors and their
 families have their day in court.
 Another avenue for the survivors was the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims
 (ICHEIC), which closed in 2007 – no matter how many times they say, it’s never closed. This system was
 flawed due to problems with accountability and oversight which led to—listen to this—84% of the claims
 being rejected. 
 These survivors and their families need to be made whole; and this is why it is vital for Germany and
 other nations to fulfill their obligations, and for insurance companies that have been running out the
 clock in a deliberate attempt to avoid paying out rightful claims, to be held accountable and to finally
 pay for what they owe these survivors.
These countries and these greedy insurance companies owe these survivors. This is what is rightfully
 theirs and what has been denied to them for decades, forcing them to relive this atrocity over and over
 again. And it is not just these insurance companies and foreign governments that have let our Holocaust
 Survivors down, we need to take a closer look at what more our own Government, the United States
 Government, can be doing as well. 
 As a Member of Congress who represents Holocaust survivors, I hear from my constitutions that we in
 Congress must do more; folks like Joe Sachs, like David Mermelstein, folks we will hear from today, they
 tell me that all the time. I have heard repeatedly concerns from some of my constituents regarding the
 failure, the deception, the lies of the Claims Conference and how, though this is intended to help
 survivors receive fair compensation, it has been an impediment in the process. 
 Just like so many other senior citizens, Survivors need extensive medical care. They are likely to have
 greater health needs than the general population and are more likely to face a number of certain
 illnesses such as chronic depression, cognitive impairments, osteoporosis, post-traumatic stress
 syndrome. It is therefore vital for survivors to receive the financial, medical and social support that so
 many so desperately need. 
 Struggling to make ends meet and still fighting to correct the injustices of the past, it is important to hear
 from Holocaust Survivors and their relatives as they share their stories and the daily struggles that they
 face as they seek to live out the remainders of their lives in security and dignity – is that too much to
 ask?
 ICHEIC has let Holocaust survivors down no matter how the members of ICHEIC spin this, so it is up to
 us in Congress to step-up and help the survivors. 
 Thank you and I’m looking forward to hearing from our witnesses, and I’d like to point out that we have
 a person in the audience who is very interested in this, I’m sorry if I don’t pronounce your name
 correctly, Yael Fuchs, who’s the Assistant Attorney General, Charity’s Buru of the State of New York
 Office of the Attorney General. Thank you very much and they’ve been closely following the plight of
 Survivors and want to seek justice for them.
 And with that I turn to a fighter for Holocaust Survivors and from his early days as college activist and
 even before, Congressman Ted Deutch. Thank you Ted.” 
#####
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From: Sam Dubbin

 

All:

 

Yesterday’s hearing was very successful.   Rep. Ros-Lehtinen and Rep. Deutch were both
 enthusiastic after the hearing about preparing a letter to the German government demanding
 full support for survivors’ needs, and promised to get to work on it next week. 

 

Some of the video is included in this link to the website.  I am also attaching the witnesses’
 prepared statements.

 

http://foreignaffairs.house.gov/hearing/joint-subcommittee-hearing-struggles-recovering-assets-
holocaust-survivors 

 

Many thanks to Jack, Klaire, Dr. Barbara Paris, and Ivar’s daughter Genie Lieberman for all of
 their effort and hard work.   I also want to thank those of you who contributed statements and
 letters to be included in the hearing record, which we will work with the Committee on next
 week. 

 

 

 

Subject: IMPORTANT NEWS -- House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee Hearing on September 18

 

Dear All:
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As you know, we have been trying for several months to have a hearing in the U.S. House of Representatives on the broad range of issues affecting
 survivors and their families, with an emphasis on the needs of indigent survivors and the lack of sufficient funding from Germany to provide the care
 survivors and their families need.   The hearing will take place on Thursday, September 18, at 3 PM, in Room 2172 of the Rayburn House Office
 Building, the main Foreign Affairs Committee room.    We owe a tremendous debt of thanks to Congressmen lleana Ros-Lehtinen and Ted Deutch,
 Chairman and Ranking Member of the Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and North Africa, who pressed the Committee Chairman and
 Parliamentarian to give the survivors and their families a voice on these vital issues.    I encourage everyone from the Maryland-DC-VA area to try to
 attend this hearing, and bring as many survivors, family members, and supporters as you can. 

 

Here is the lineup of witnesses:  

Jack Rubin, HSF Executive Committee Member, will address survivors’ needs and inadequacy of current funding and systems, and Germany’s failure to
 take full responsibility for the needs of survivors in their final years.   Jack is on the survivors’ advisory committee of the Jewish Family and Children’s
 Services of Palm Beach County.

 

Barbara Paris, M.D., is the Vice-Chair Medicine & Director of Geriatrics at Maimonides Medical Center, Brooklyn NY.  Her practice is substantially devoted
 to the care of Holocaust survivors, and who also treats and interacts with many adult 2Gs as well.   She is also the daughter in law of survivors.

 

Klaire Firestone, President of the “Second Generation,” in Los Angeles, and a member of the Coordinating Council of Generations of the Shoah
 International (GSI), to address the broad range of issues affecting survivors and their families.

 

Genie Lieberman, daughter of HSF Executive Committee Member Ivar Segalowitz z’l, will talk about Ivar’s efforts to recover the insurance policies sold by
 Allianz and its affiliates to his family members, whose names appeared on the ICHEIC web site, yet Allianz and ICHEIC denied everything and left Ivar – like
 tens of thousands of survivors  and heirs – without any remedy.   She will also speak on behalf of her brother Ralph.   

 

Thanks to all of you who helped in numerous ways to advance this important hearing.   Now, even more work is needed.   I am encouraging all of you,
 with your children, grandchildren, and friends, to make sure that there is broad dissemination of the survivors’ and families’ point of view, using as many
 of the modern communications tools and media as we possibly can.  I have heard from some of you about this already, which is very encouraging.   
 Whatever ideas you have are welcome. 

 

Sam

 

Samuel J. Dubbin, P.A.

Dubbin & Kravetz, LLP

1200 Anastasia Avenue

Suite 300

Coral Gables, Florida 33134

(305) 357-9004

(305) 815-8060 (cell)

(305) 371-4701 (fax)

sdubbin@dubbinkravetz.com
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Pimco may suffer over $200B in outflows: Deutsche
Deutsche Bank research argued that each 100 billion euro in outflows is equivalent to around 9 percent of third party

 assets under management (AUM), which reduces Pimco's parent company Allianz (XETRA:ALV-DE)'s earnings by

 around 2 percent.

 

> >
> >Does the Holocaust Still Matter?
> >Does the Holocaust Still Matter?
> >Crucial lessons for humanity to remember always.
> >by Rabbi Emanuel Feldman
> >
> >One rule of thumb by which to measure the significance of the Holocaust is that it clearly matters to the enemies of the Jewish people –
 so much so that many would like to blot out its memory entirely.
> >
> >They are impatient with us: Why do you Jews dwell on the Holocaust? Why not forget it and go forward? The very same mindset that
 was not disturbed while six million were butchered now resents our remembering those same six million. Forget about it, they say, and
 move on. What good does it do to keep remembering it?
> >
> >There are a number of reasons for these attempts to blot out and even to deny the Holocaust: 
> >
> > Its memory gives spiritual strength to the Jewish people. 
> >
> > It undergirds the existence of the State of Israel. 
> >
> > It creates sympathy for the Jewish people. 
> >
> > It makes heroes of the Jewish people who were able to live through such tragedy and not only survive but flourish. 
> >
> > Because the deniers refuse to face the dark potential that lies within mankind and within themselves. 
> >
> > And, perhaps primarily, because once the Holocaust is forgotten, their own complicity in it – at the very least by their silent acquiescence
 – will also be forgotten, and they will feel exonerated.
> >
> > But the Holocaust matters very much because of the many lessons that are derived from this black period in history.
> >
> > Man is not born good. He becomes good by learning there is another beside him and an Other above him. 
> >
> >Among these lessons is the fact that evil and unwarranted hatred are a reality that exists in our world. The human being has an infinite
 capacity for evil that, left unchecked, can destroy the world. The view that goodness is a built-in and natural quality in mankind is not only
 Pollyannaish, it is dangerous and untrue.
> >
> >The Torah itself tells us that the "impulse of man's heart is evil from his youth" (Gen 8:21). Man is not born good. He has to become good
 – by forging his character, by bending his baser instincts, by learning that there is another beside him and an Other above him.
> >
> >The Holocaust shows what can become of human beings when they permit the beast within them to control them.
> >
> >It teaches us that we must be alert to the existence of evil, both in others and in our own selves. Once we are aware of its reality, we can
 work to uproot it. The mitzvot of the Torah are designed to help the spiritual qualities within us dominate the beast within.
> >
> >Further, we learn from this tragedy that to be silent in the face of evil is to acquiesce in it, encourage it, and help it grow strong. History
 teaches us that evil triumphs when good people remain silent. But when good people rise up against evil, evil will ultimately perish and the
 good will prevail.
> >
> > Never doubt the evil intentions of tyrants. 
> >
> >By appeasing Nazi Germany in the 1930's, by turning a blind eye toward its policies of discrimination, hatred, and ultimately the
 wholesale murder of Jews, the so-called free world encouraged the Nazis to continue their evil ways – with the result that not only were six
 million Jews brutally killed, but countless others destroyed, and untold human suffering engendered. We made the mistake of not believing
 what they were saying. Early on, they stated precisely what their plans were. The world should not have been surprised.
> >
> >One should never doubt the evil intentions of tyrants. Today, when we hear talk about destroying Israel and driving her people into the
 sea, it would be folly to discount it.
> >
> >From the Holocaust we also learn that evil, hatred, and anti-Semitism are not always the result of ignorance, but that even a highly
 educated, cultured, and sophisticated society can fall under the sway of evil. Germany was a leader in science, art, education, literature,
 philosophy, music – but none of this cultural superiority was a guarantee against the cruelty and bestiality that marked its behavior. The
 guards at Auschwitz listened to Bach while their victims were gassed to death.
> >
> >The Holocaust underscores a curious fact: whenever we find great evil in the world, it is invariably directed against the Jewish people.
 The worst tyrants in history have one goal in common: to destroy the Jews. Stalin and Hitler of the last century are only the most recent
 entries in the endless exhibition of virulent anti-Jewishness. Somehow, the enemies of freedom, peace, love, goodness, and morality have
 also been the enemies of the Jews.
> >
> >Why do tyrants unleash their fury against the Jews? Because there is within Judaism a certain sense of sanctity and Godliness whose
 very existence is a challenge to the very essence of tyranny. Hatred of the Jew is actually hatred of God and the morality, ethics and self-
discipline that He – through the Torah – has tried to introduce into the world.



> >
> >A people is judged not by its friends but by its enemies. Though it is most painful, the Jews bear the enmity of the world's tyrants with
 pride and courage. For this enmity only demonstrates that the Jew represents a different scale of values in the universe, and constitutes a
 formidable challenge to the dominion of evil.
> >
> >Thus the Holocaust matters very much. Remembering it not only honors the martyrs who fell in the cause of the Jewish people, it also
 underscores the awareness that despite its ravages, we still flourish as a dynamic people. And this fortifies us and strengthens our faith in
 God's promises about the eternity of the Jewish people.
> >
> >Memory is an integral aspect of being alive, the glue of one's self-identity. Memory is also an integral element in the life of a people, for a
 people that forgets its past has no future.
> >
> >How much more so is this true of the Jews, who for most of history had no land, no flag, no armies, no protection. We had only our
 Torah, our God – and our national memory.
> >
> >Because the Jews are a people that remembers, we never forgot our origins. "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand fail..."
 says King David (Psalms 137:5). We never forgot Jerusalem, we never forgot our history. Had we forgotten, we would long ago have
 ceased to exist as a people. Wherever we wandered in our exile, our prayers have been directed towards Jerusalem. We do not forget, and
 even at the moments of our greatest joy – at our weddings – we shatter a glass to remind ourselves that as long as our Temple is not
 rebuilt and restored, our happiness is incomplete.
> >
> >Even today, when we approach the remaining vestige of our ancient Temple, we rend our garments like those in mourning. And we have
 special days of fasting to mark the various stages of Jerusalem's destruction – not because we wish to dwell on our past sadness, but
 because we know what happens when a people forgets its past. It is the Jewish national memory that partially explains the mysterious
 survival of our people despite all odds against it. That memory is an integral part of Jewish existence is seen by the frequency of its use in
 the Bible. The term zikaron, "remembrance", appears over 20 times in the Five Books of Moses, and there are over 300 variations of the
 term zachor, "remember," in the Bible.
> >
> > The Holocaust reminds us of certain truths that, if forgotten, can destroy civilization. 
> >
> >So vital is it not to forget evil, that of the many commandments dealing with remembering, one of the most emphatic is the requirement to
 remember the tribe of Amalek who tried to destroy Israel in its wanderings in the Wilderness.
> >
> >Why is it so crucial not to forget Amalek and to blot out its memory? Because Amalek represents the epitome of evil, the force that seeks
 to destroy every vestige of God in the universe, including the carriers of God's teachings, the Jewish people. We are bidden never to forget
 this and to battle against it in every generation (Exod. 17: 14-16; Deut. 25:17). The spirit of Amalek still lives, and it was certainly its spirit
 that gave strength to the perpetrators of the Holocaust.
> >
> >Get Aish.com's Free Email Updates.
> >
> >The Holocaust reminds us of certain truths that, if forgotten, can destroy civilization. And it reminds Jews that the purpose of the Torah is
 to change man from a beast and transform him into a human being, and that only in connecting with God can evil be pre-empted in the
 world.
> >
> >We forget it at our peril.
> >
> >For more articles, visit Aish.com's Holocaust Studies section.
> >
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Sign on gate into Auschwitz main camp reads "Arbeit Macht Frei"
Ravensbrück Concentration Camp:

> History & Overview



> Ravensbrück: Table of Contents | Timeline of Persecution | Photographs
> Print Friendly and PDF

> 
> 
> 

> Ravensbrück was a concentration camp for women, which had 34 satellite divisions. Located alongside Lake Schwedt, about 50 miles north of
 Berlin, Ravensbrück opened on May 15, 1939, and, three days later, the first group of 867 women arrived from Lichtenburg in Saxony, a

 fortress that had been used as a women's camp from March 1938 until May 1939. The first prisoners were mostly of German anti-fascists, either
 Social Democrats or Communists — some coincidentally Jewish, and Jehovah's Witnesses. A high wall with electrified barbed wire enclosed the

 women in the camp.
> 

> Ravensbrück housed Jews, Gypsies, Poles, Russians, Ukrainians, Germans and prisoners of other nationalities. Designed to accommodate 6,000
 prisoners, the number of inmates grew from 2,000 in 1939 to 10,800 in 1942. Between May 1939 and June 1944, an estimated 43,000 women were

 brought to Ravensbrück. During the next nine months, an estimated 90,000 more came. The most serious overcrowding occurred after the
 evacuation of Auschwitz in January 1945, when an unknown but significant number of Jewish women arrived at Ravensbrück. Toward the end

 of the war, transports from Auschwitz and other camps in the East increased the population to its maximum, some 32,000 women.
> Human Statistics

> 
> The prisoners were organized into categories, each with a distinctive colorcoded triangle, as well as by nationality. Political prisoners (including

 resistance fighters and Soviet prisoners o fwar) wore red triangles; Jehovah's Witnesses wore purple triangles; “asocials” (including lesbians,
 prostitutes, and Gypsies) wore black triangles; and criminals (common criminals or those who broke Nazi imposed laws) wore green triangles.
 Jewish women wore yellow triangles, but if they were also political prisoners, they wore a red triangle and yellow triangle that formed a Star of

 David, or a yellow stripe on top of the red triangle. A letter within the triangle signified the prisoner's nationality.
> 

> Exact statistics are impossible to obtain, because the Nazis burned many records before they fled. The camp memorial’s estimated figure of
 132,000 includes about 48,500 Polish women, the largest national group imprisoned in the camp. There were 28,000 women from the Soviet

 Union, almost 24,000 from Germany and Austria, nearly 8,000 French women, and thousands from other countries in Europe. There were even
 British and American women imprisoned at the camp. While no exact records are available, an estimated twenty percent of the total population

 was Jewish — more than 20,000 women.
> 

> Some of the Ravensbrück prisoners arrived at the camp with their children or gave birth there. The statistics on the arrival of children and the
 birth of babies are incomplete and we will never know the full extent of the horrors inflicted on children and newborns. Most of the newborns

 only lived briefly and then were murdered by the Nazi doctors and nurses. The ledgers suggest that 882 children were deported to Ravensbrück.
> 

> Camp Life
> 

> In the camp's early days, conditions were hygienic and the prisoners were issued clean uniforms. By the end of the war, conditions had
 deteriorated significantly. Barracks built for 250 women later housed 1,500 or 2,000, with three to four to a bed. Thousands of women did not

 even have part of a bed, and were lying on the floor, without even a blanket. When 500 Jewish women arrived from Hungary in the fall of 1944,
 they were placed in a huge tent with a straw floor and died in masses. A plague of lice and danger of disease from the water made life in the

 barracks even more unbearable.
> 

> The women were awakened for roll call by 4:00 a.m. Before roll call, as many as 500 women stood in the latrine around three “toilets” with no
 doors. After standing outside until everyone was accounted for, they drank their imitation coffee and went off to work. They returned to their
 assigned barracks for their noontime soup and again in the evening, when the soup was repeated, On Sundays the women were not required to

 work, and socialized in the barracks or outside to the limited extent possible.
> 

> The regime was strict, punishment was inflicted, and harsh labor was required. Solitary confinement in the dark and airless prison cells of the
 “Bunker,” the usual punishment for acts considered sabotage or resistance, was often accompanied by severe beatings or other torture. Other
 routine torture methods included attacks by SS dogs. In addition to the “Bunker,” there was a barrack separated from the camp by a fence,

 which served as a punishment block. SS Reichsführer and Head of the German Police, Heinrich Himmler, ordered whippings beginning in April
 1942. A prisoner categorized as a criminal carried out the orders, and received extra rations. The camp doctor was required to be present at

 each punishment, to confirm it had been carried out. Himmler later ordered whipping to be used only as a “last resort.”
> 

> Slave Labor
> 

> The major private firm that used slave labor at Ravensbrück was the Siemens Electric Company, today the second largest electric company in
 the world. In a separate camp adjoining the main one, Siemens “employed” the women to make electrical components for V-1 and V-2 rockets.

> 
> Ravensbrück was one of the Nazi's main depositories for confiscated clothing and furs, and had an SS-owned factory for remodeling leather

 and textiles, a subsidiary of Dachau Enterprises, There was also a tailor shop that made the prisoners' striped uniforms and uniforms for the SS,
 and fur coats for the Waffen-SS and the Wehrmacht, In another shop the prisoners wove carpets from reeds. Women also did outside work,
 such as construction of buildings and roads. They were used like animals, with twelve to fourteen of them pulling a huge roller to pave the

 streets,
> 

> Some of the women worked in camp administration and some worked outside the camp, for example, in the nearby town of Fürstenberg. Those
 too old or disabled to perform other duties knitted for the army or cleaned the barracks and latrines, The women usually worked for twelve

 hours a day, under conditions of extreme exploitation.
> 

> Medical Experimentation
> 

> Beginning in 1942, medical experiments were performed on the inmates; some women were infected with gas gangrene or bacterial
 inflammations, while others were forced to receive bone transplants and bone amputations. Other experiments involved sulfonamide and
 sterilization techniques. Pregnant Jewish women were sent to the gas chambers, while abortions were performed on non-Jews. The most

 infamous experiments used Polish women as “guinea pigs” to simulate battlefield leg wounds of German soldiers. Most of these women died or
 were murdered afterward, and those who survived were crippled and disfigured. .

> 
> Between 1942-1943, Ravensbrück served as a training camp for 3,500 female SS supervisors who went on to maltreat, torture, and murder

 women in other camps.
> 

> Prisoners that were sentenced to death in 1942 were sent to separate institutions or death camps. Some women, including those incapable of
 work and Jewish political prisoners, were gassed at a euthanasia center set up in the psychiatric facility of Bernberg. By 1943, a crematorium

 was built at Ravensbrück, near the camp for minors, which housed about 1,000 girls.
> 

> Slave Labor
> 

> Another 70,000 prisoners were brought to Ravensbrück in 1944, most of whom were transferred to the 70 subcamps, although the main camp
 housed 26,700 female prisoners in that year. An estimated 106,000 female prisoners passed through Ravensbrück by 1945.



> 
> The Nazi's utilization of slave labor to win the war resulted in Ravensbrück’s expansion into a virtual empire of slave labor subcamps.

 Products that were manufactured by women in these subcamps included aircraft components, weapons, munitions, and explosives.
> 

> Conditions varied from camp to camp, depending on the size of the camp, changing circumstances as World War II progressed, and the
 disposition of the personnel in charge. In addition to the Siemens Electric Company, other prestigious and known companies that employed slave
 labor in Ravensbrück's sub-camps included AEG and Daimler-Benz. More than 55 years after the end of the war, Siemens and other companies

 were finally beginning to agree to accept responsibility and pay some compensation to their former slave laborers from Ravensbrück.
> 

> Gas Chambers
> 

> In February 1945, a gas chamber was constructed at Ravensbrück and, by April 1945, between 2,200 and 2,300 were killed in the gas chamber.
 The majority of those killed by gas in the camp were Hungarian, mostly Jewish, then Polish, then Russian. Women prisoners working as scribes
 counted a total number of 3,660 names on lists for “Mittwerda;” the Nazi code name for the gas chamber. However, since some of the transports
 went directly from the satellite camps to the gas chamber, the number of women murdered in the camp's gas chamber is estimated to be 5,000 to

 6,000.
> 

> The so-called “youth concentration camp” Uckermark, less than a mile from Ravensbrück, was sometimes the conduit to the gas chamber. The
 SS used this adjacent camp for old, sick, and weakened women who had been selected as “unable to work;” and were sometimes given poisonous
 “white powder.” Women who were sentenced to death for acts such as espionage at times were shot in a special corridor between buildings, and

 other women received lethal injections.
> 

> In March 1945, an evacuation order was given to the inmates of Ravensbrück and 24,500 prisoners were sent to Mecklenburg. In early April
 1945, 500 prisoners were handed over to the Swedish and Danish Red Cross and 2,500 German prisoners were set free.

> 
> In the summer of 1945 [sic - probably 19431], Heinrich Himmler issued a directive to create brothels in concentration camps. Eighteen to

 twenty-four women were taken from Ravensbrück to each camp where a brothel was established. The women were all “volunteers.” They were
 promised they would have to work for six months.

> 
> The prisoners could do little to fight back against their captors, but they did engage in various forms of spiritual resistance, such as holding
 classes in language, history, and geography classes; improvising theater and music; drawing the reality of camp life; and sharing recipes and
 preparing imaginary meals, Through such activities, the women helped each other survive. While there could not have been armed resistance
 under the circumstances of Ravensbrück, there was sabotage during production of rocket components at the Siemens factory, There were also
 efforts by prisoners who worked in the offices to keep secret records of arrivals, punishments, and deaths, During the early years of the camp,

 there was even a secret newspaper.
> 

> Liberation
> 

> The Soviets liberated the camp on April 29-30, 1945, and found approximately 3,500 extremely ill prisoners living at the camp; the Nazis had
 sent the other remaining women on a death march. It is estimated that 50,000 women died at Ravensbrück, either from harsh living conditions,

 slave labor or were put to death.
> 

> Count Folke Bernadotte, vice president of the Swedish Red Cross, had convinced Himmler to allow the International Red Cross to rescue some
 prisoners from Ravensbrück and other camps and bring them to Sweden, The Swedish Red Cross was first allowed to rescue Scandinavians on

 March 5, followed by women from France, Poland, and the Benelux countries.
> 

> Through the intervention of the Swedish section of the World Jewish Congress, Bernadotte requested that Jewish prisoners also be sent to
 Sweden. Himmler agreed, and between April 22 and April 28, about 7,500 women — an estimated 1,000 of them Jewish — were liberated from

 Ravensbrück. They were then ferried from Copenhagen to Malmö in neutral Sweden, Once there, they received clothing, food, and medical
 attention and were then sent to recuperate in different locations. Afterward, most of the non-Jewish women returned to their homelands. The

 Jewish women sought out surviving family members in their former homelands, but most immigrated to Israel or the Americas, and some settled
 in Sweden.

> 
> 

> Jadwiga Dzido shows her scarred leg to the court at the Doctors Trial, while expert witness Dr. Alexander explains the nature of the medical
 experiment performed on her at Ravensbruck.

> War Crimes Trials
> 

> Trials for the people charged with war crimes at Ravensbrück were held in Hamburg, in the British Zone. Many of the war criminals were
 doctors and nurses who participated in the medical experiments. Dorothea Binz was the brutal SS head overseer of Ravensbrück from August

 1943 until April 1945. She received a death sentence and was executed at the Hameln Prison on May 2, 1947. Irma Grese was a “graduate” of the
 Ravensbrück training camp, who was sentenced to death by hanging and executed in 1945 for her crimes at Auschwitz. Hermine Braunsteiner

 Ryan, a guard and supervisor of guards at Ravensbrück, Auschwitz, and Majdanek entered the United States after World War II and was
 extradited to Germany in 1981 by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

> 
> The camp was generally off limits for visitors from the West until after the Berlin wall fell in November 1989. The original barracks were razed
 by the Soviet Army after World War II, and new barracks were built for the Soviet troops stationed in the camp until 1993. They were there as
 part of the Soviet Union's Cold War antimissile program. During this time, the former SS headquarters, punishment block, and crematorium
 housed memorial exhibits. After the reunification of Germany, the camp's site was refurbished and readied for the April 1995 ceremonies that
 marked the fiftieth anniversary of liberation. Although the lake looks picturesque, it contains the women’s ashes from the camp crematorium’s

 three ovens.
> 

> Sources: Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies; Holocaust. Israel Pocket Library, Jerusalem: Keter Books, 1974; Kogon, Eugen. The
 Theory And Practice Of Hell. NY: Berkley Publishing Group, 1998, p. 135; Encyclopedia Britannica; Encyclopedia of the Holocaust; Simon

 Wiesenthal Center Online.
> 

> 1Heinrich Himmler developed an idea to provide hardworking prisoners with incentives in the camp system. He expressed his thoughts in a
 letter to Otto Pohl of the SS Economic Division on March 5, 1943: “I consider it necessary to provide in the most liberal way hard-working
 prisoners with women in brothels.” Pohl, in turn, directed these instructions to commandants such as Rudolf Höss at Auschwitz. Brothel

 vouchers were to be issued only to prisoners of special value—and certainly not to Jews. (Source: Nuremberg Trial Proc
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Jewish slave laborers in the Buchenwald
 concentration camp near Weimar, 16 April 1945.

 Second row, seventh from left is Elie Wiesel.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------

Siemens retreats over Nazi name

German engineering giant Siemens has hastily
 abandoned plans to register the trademark

 "Zyklon", the same name as the Zyklon B poison
 gas used in Nazi extermination camps, BBC News

 Online has learnt. 
A year ago, Bosch Siemens Hausgeraete (BSH), the
 firm's consumer products joint venture, filed two

 applications with the US Patent & Trademark Office
 for the Zyklon name across a range of home

 products, including gas ovens. 
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Siemens should know better... This is a major, major
 scandal 

 
Dr Shimon Samuels

Simon Wiesenthal Center  
Jewish groups have condemned the move, in

 particular because Siemens used slave labour
 during the Nazi period. 

"We are very sorry if this trademark application has
 caused any offence," Bosch Siemens

 spokeswoman Eva Delabre told BBC News Online,
 confirming that the firm had never used and had
 now no intention of using the name in the US. 

Last month, UK sports goods maker Umbro
 apologised after complaints that it named one of its

 sports shoes Zyklon. 

Name blame 

Zyklon B, originally an insecticide, was widely used
 in gas chambers in the latter stages of the Nazi

 Holocaust. 

 
Siemens already uses the Zyklon name in Germany

 

The word Zyklon means "Cyclone" in German, and is
 already applied to some Siemens vacuum cleaners
 in its home market. It uses a technology similar to
 the bagless "cyclone" vacuum cleaners pioneered

 by UK inventor James Dyson. 



But while the name may have been chosen
 innocently, it was condemned as insensitive by

 observers. 

"Siemens should know better because it was
 directly complicit in the use of slave labour," said
 Dr Shimon Samuels, head of the European arm of

 the Simon Wiesenthal Center, a Jewish human
 rights organisation. 

"This is a major, major scandal." 

Hasty retreat 

A reader had alerted BBC News Online to the Zyklon
 trademark application. 

When BBC News Online queried Bosch Siemens
 about its plans for the Zyklon product range, the

 company quickly made an about-turn, saying that
 "today BSH has begun taking the necessary steps
 to withdraw its trademark applications" for Zyklon. 

Compensation claims 

Like many other large German firms, Siemens is now
 involved in plans to compensate victims of the Nazi

 regime. 

The German Government is still working on ways to
 deliver about £3.5bn in reparations to victims and

 their families. 

Efforts to distribute compensation have been



 complicated by a mass of private lawsuits, mainly in
 US courts, alleging use of slave labour and other

 forms of profiteering from the Holocaust. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2233890.stm
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 death camps: Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Flossenberg,
 Gross Rosen, Mauthausen, Neuengamme,

 Ravensbruck, & Sachsenhausen
In late 1944, at the height of World War II, Siemens’
 total workforce of 244,000 included 50,000 people
 who had been put to work against their will. The
 overall number of people who served as forced
 labor at Siemens during the war years was even

 higher.
The major private firm that used slave labor at

 Ravensbrück was the Siemens Electric Company,
 today the second largest electric company in the
 world. In a separate camp adjoining the main one,

 Siemens “employed” the women to make electrical
 components for V-1 and V-2 rockets. The women

 usually worked for twelve hours a day, under
 conditions of extreme exploitation. Women also

 worked at some of the most difficult tasks,
 including construction. They were used like

 animals, with twelve to fourteen of them pulling a
 huge roller to pave the streets,

In addition to the profitable business of working
 people to death at Nazi concentration camps,

 Siemens did quite well in the so-called
 “Aryanization Program,” which was essentially the

 expropriation of Jewish businesses for resale at
 bargain basement prices to approved German

 companies
Siemens general director during the Holocaust,
 Rudolf Bingel, was one of the senior German

 business leaders active in the notorious
 Himmlerkreis, the Circle of Friends of Reichsfuhrer

 SS Heinrich Himmler. The companies represented in
 Himmler’s circle became pacesetters in

 Aryanization, exploitation of concentration camp



 labor, seizure of foreign companies in the occupied
 territories, and similar business ventures that

 depended on SS cooperation.
The National Socialist economy and the war years
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Siemens
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 workforce of 244,000 included some 50,000 people

 who had been put to work against their will. The
 overall number of men and women who served as
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 however, higher”
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SIEMENS: Monopoly with Sinister Nazi Past

Posted on April 17, 2013 by rtuc

German monopoly Siemens AG. 
Siemens, headquartered in Munich and operating in
 190 countries, is moving its entire energy research

 operation from Ontario to its existing office in
 Calgary. The provincial agreement with Siemens fits

 well with the government’s plans to tie university
 research more closely to the needs of the

 monopolies — Siemens is already researching
 oilsands emissions. The agreement also aligns with
 Alberta’s “International Strategy,” part of which is
 to further sell out the province by increasing direct

 foreign investment.
After the signing, Lukaszuk praised Siemens as a

 company with “reputation” and “profile” but
 carefully omitted the content of that reputation and

 profile. In 2007 and 2008, Siemens was hit with
 multi-million dollar fines for price fixing and bribery.

 On a much more sinister note, in the 1930s,
 Siemens helped fund the rise of the Nazi Party and

 the secret rearmament of Germany. During the
 Second World War, Siemens backed the Hitler

 regime in return for lucrative contracts, contributed
 to the aggressive war effort and participated in the
 “Nazification” of the economy. Siemens had many
 factories in and around notorious concentration

 camps to build electric switches for the military. In
 Auschwitz, tens of thousands of prisoners worked
 in a Siemens factory that supplied the camp with
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 electricity.
During the final years of the war, Siemens moved its

 manufacturing to regions unaffected by Allied
 bombings. By the end of the war, Siemens was
 operating almost 400 alternative or relocated

 manufacturing plants, which supplied electrical
 parts to concentration camps. Malnutrition and
 death were common in the camp factories. The

 factories were created, run, and supplied by the SS,
 which under Himmler’s command was responsible
 for crimes against humanity during World War II, in

 conjunction with company officials. During this
 time, Siemens used forced and slave labour at
 Ravensbrück concentration camp and in the

 Auschwitz subcamp of Bobrek, among others.
After 1945, Hermann von Siemens, head of the
 company, was charged with war crimes. The

 charges were later dropped and he was reinstated
 to help the Anglo-American imperialists rebuild
 Germany as a bulwark against the Soviet Union,
 which had led the world’s people in defeating the
 Nazis. Recent events have reawakened Siemens’

 Nazi past. In 1998, Siemens was forced to set up a
 special fund to pay millions of dollars in

 compensation to people used as slave labourers
 during the Nazi era. In 2002, public opinion forced

 Siemens to abandon its plan to register the
 trademark “Zyklon” for a new line of products

 including gas ovens, the same name as the poison
 gas — Zyklon B — used to exterminate prisoners in

 Nazi death camps.
--------------------------------------------------

————–
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Ravensbrueck.

The major private firm that used slave labor at
 Ravensbrück was the Siemens Electric Company,
 today the second largest electric company in the
 world. In a separate camp adjoining the main one,

 Siemens “employed” the women to make electrical
 components for V-1 and V-2 rockets.

During the second World War, Siemens supported
 the Hitler regime, contributed to the war effort and
 participated in the “Nazification” of the economy.

 Siemens had many factories in and around
 notorious concentration camps[8][9] to build
 electric switches for military uses.[10] In one

 example, almost 100,000 men and women from
 Auschwitz worked in a Siemens factory inside the

 camp, supplying the electricity to the camp.

A series of depositions, trials, and appeals brought
 to light the conduct of Siemens during the Nazi

 regime. Contemporary scholars have been
 uncovering some of the atrocities of Siemens

 during this time, including forced and slave labor at
 Ravensbrück and in the Auschwitz subcamp of

 Bobrek, among others. Additionally, the company
 supplied electrical parts to concentration camps

 and death camps. The factories had poor working
 conditions, where malnutrition and death were

 common. Also, the scholarship has shown that the
 camp factories were created, run, and supplied by

 the SS, in conjunction with company officials,
 sometimes high-level officials. [11]
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 Stallbaumer-Beishline, Associate 

Professor of History, Bloomsburg University of
 Pennsylvania 

How do businessmen or corporate executives come
 to terms with accusations of 

criminality? S. Jonathan Wiesen (Assistant
 Professor at Southern Illinois 

University at Carbondale) raises this question in his
 study of West German 

industry’s publicity and public relations efforts in
 the first decade after the 

Second World War. Because industrialists were
 reinventing their public image as 

entrepreneurs (“Unternehmer”), it is assumed that
 they were repressing memories 

of the Nazi past. However, Wiesen convincingly
 illustrates that industrialists 

were pre-occupied with the Nazi past by going
 behind the scenes to discover how 

they developed their public relations tactics through
 such venues as industrial 
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organizations, publications, and trade fairs. While
 Wiesen is primarily 

interested in formal, institutional behavior, he also
 scrutinizes the endeavors 

of individual industrialists. He raises questions of
 universal importance about 

the place of morality in corporate behavior and how
 memory can be engineered 

and promoted. 
To illustrate the urgency, indeed obsession, felt by

 industrialists to explain 
their Nazi past, Wiesen cites the example of the

 German electrical firm, 
Siemens & Halske. The company’s managing board,

 although surrounded by the 
ruins of war in July 1945, composed manuscripts to

 explain its corporate 
behavior. Why the urgent need? Siemens wanted to

 deny war crime allegations 
being leveled against it by the Allied powers and to

 remind the public of the 
significant role that the company would play in the

 reconstruction of Germany. 
By analyzing how the manuscript was drafted and

 edited, Wiesen reveals a number 
of rationalizations offered by many industrialists:

 they were simply doing 
business, held no political views (yet attempted to

 resist Nazi policies), 
could not avoid using forced labor, and at least in

 the case of Siemens, 
“worker friendly.” (p. 38) Wiesen is critical of

 Siemens’s behavior, yet places 
it in the context of its time and demonstrates the

 urgent need that the Siemens 



directorate felt to explain its Nazi past. 
The bulk of Wiesen’s monograph is devoted to how

 industry came to promote a 
collective identity in order to soften Allied

 occupation policies, to improve 
its public image with domestic and foreign trading

 partners, and to check the 
growing power of organized labor. Initially, these

 attempts were ad hoc 
responses to immediate needs. For example, heavy

 industry supported the 
creation of the so-called Industry Office, that was

 devoted to the collection 
and organization of documents that could be used

 by German defendants in Allied 
tribunals and in denazification procedures. Yet,

 Wiesen also demonstrates that 
industrialists were sensitive to charges of crude

 apologetics as evidenced by 
his examination of Ruhr industrialists’s cautious

 attitude towards the 
publication of August Heinrichsbauer’s

 Schwerindustrie und Politik. 
The more significant development in promoting

 collective identity was the 
decision of the Bundesverband der Deutschen

 Industrie (BDI or Federation of 
German Industry) and the Bundesvereinigung

 deutscher Arbeitgeberverbande (BdA 
or Federation of German Employwers’ Associations)

 to fund the public relations 
organization that eventually became known as the

 Deutsches Industrieinstitut 
(DI, later renamed the Institut der Deutschen

 Wirtschaft). The first director 



of the DI was Fritz Hellwig, who was one of the “new
 breed of image makers” 

that included in its ranks, Fritz Berg, Carl
 Hundhausen, and Herbert Gross, all 

of whom promoted American business concepts of
 publicity and public relations. 

In its numerous publications, references to the Nazi
 past were intended to 

portray the businessman as a victim of the
 totalitarian regime. The Di’s 

tactics proves that it was tacitly admitting the
 damage done to its reputation 

during the Nazi era. Far from ignoring the Nazi past,
 the DI acknowledged its 

existence and in response was putting forth the
 image of the businessman as 

Unternehmer and the “unsung hero of industrial
 capitalism.” (p. 118) How the DI 

and other publicists promoted this image (e.g.
 through trade fairs and 

publications) and its efforts to woo organized labor
 through the promise of a 

middle-class standard of living is then examined in
 subsequent chapters. 

While the DI formally represented industry, it did not
 preclude individual 

firms from attempting to improve their public
 images. For example, Wiesen 

explores two ill-fated publications commissioned by
 Vereinigte Stahlwerke: a 

twenty-fifth anniversary commemorative history of
 the company and a biography 

of Albert Voegler. In each case, Wiesen clearly
 demonstrates in fascinating 

detail that these were crude attempts at “corporate



 whitewash” by describing 
why the volumes were initially conceived, how they

 were edited by those 
involved in the project, and why the initial

 enthusiasm for both works died 
down. A more ambitious project was undertaken by

 Alfried Krupp, in 
collaboration with conservatives in the United

 States, when he was approached 
to subsidize the research and writing of Louis

 Lochner’s Tycoons and Tyrants: 
German Industry from Hitler to Adenauer. Lochner

 essentially portrayed German 
industrialists as embattled businessmen, who

 should now be allowed to rebuild 
Germany through free enterprise. By examining the

 motives behind this project, 
Wiesen again demonstrates that industry was trying

 to reinvent itself, because 
it was pre-occupied with the Nazi past.

Wiesen’s study is a compelling analysis of how West
 German industry’s 

development of public relations was a response to
 the immediate Nazi past. 

Because Wiesen is concerned with formal,
 institutional memory, particularly 

represented by the DI, he uses terms such as
 industry, business, and big 

business interchangeably. Yet the DI represented a
 broad range of companies 

from relatively small family firms to large
 conglomerations, so one is still 

left wondering if the voice of the DI leadership was
 representative. Wiesen 

raises questions about ethics and morality that are



 useful to business 
historians generally. He judiciously points out the

 hypocrisy of 
industrialists’s claims that they were victims of a

 totalitarian regime. 
Moreover, Wiesen’s study points out the need for

 more research on 
twentieth-century German business history: the

 relationship between capitalism, 
fascism, and business ethics. Why did industrialists

 have little or no moral 
compunction in such activities as exploiting forced

 labor or involving itself 
in “aryanization”? Why did conservatives in the

 United States so readily 
identify with their business counterparts in Germany

 after the war? What was 
the impact of West German industry’s attempts to

 reinvent its public image? 
Wiesen hints at the possible impact, but he is

 reluctant to discuss German 
attempts at “coming to terms with the past”

 (Vergangenheitsbewaeltigung) 
because this has only been measured in absolute

 terms of success or lack 
thereof. Rigid standards leave no room for the gray

 areas Wiesen discovered. 
Yet, the concept might still serve a useful heuristic

 purpose. Wiesen’s study 
is a convincingly well-research monograph that

 business and German historians 
will find incredibly useful. 

L. M. Stallbaumer-Beishline is an Associate
 Professor of History at Bloomsburg 

University of Pennsylvania, where she teaches



 modern German history and is 
researching a monograph on the Flick Concern

 during the Nazi era.
Subject(s): Industry: Manufacturing and Construction

Geographic Area(s): Europe
Time Period(s): 20th Century: WWII and post-WWII
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Siemens was a leading corporate
 participant in Hitler’s “death through work

 program;” with slave labor factories at the following
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 Gross Rosen, Mauthausen, Neuengamme,
 Ravensbruck, & Sachsenhausen
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In late 1944, at the height of World War II, Siemens’
 total workforce of 244,000 included 50,000 people
 who had been put to work against their will. The
 overall number of people who served as forced
 labor at Siemens during the war years was even

 higher.
The major private firm that used slave labor at

 Ravensbrück was the Siemens Electric Company,
 today the second largest electric company in the
 world. In a separate camp adjoining the main one,

 Siemens “employed” the women to make electrical
 components for V-1 and V-2 rockets. The women

 usually worked for twelve hours a day, under
 conditions of extreme exploitation. Women also

 worked at some of the most difficult tasks,
 including construction. They were used like

 animals, with twelve to fourteen of them pulling a
 huge roller to pave the streets,

In addition to the profitable business of working
 people to death at Nazi concentration camps,

 Siemens did quite well in the so-called
 “Aryanization Program,” which was essentially the

 expropriation of Jewish businesses for resale at
 bargain basement prices to approved German

 companies
Siemens general director during the Holocaust,
 Rudolf Bingel, was one of the senior German

 business leaders active in the notorious
 Himmlerkreis, the Circle of Friends of Reichsfuhrer

 SS Heinrich Himmler. The companies represented in
 Himmler’s circle became pacesetters in

 Aryanization, exploitation of concentration camp
 labor, seizure of foreign companies in the occupied

 territories, and similar business ventures that
 depended on SS cooperation.
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--------------     Siemens - Ah, yes. Siemens, more than

 any other company, owes it all to the Nazis.
 Although the company has existed in one form or

 another all the way back to the 19th Century,
 Siemens was in deep trouble after WWI and the
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 Great Depression… that is, until those crazy Nazi
 allowed Siemens to fill its factories full of slave
 laborers from the Camps. After that, Siemens is

 responsible for everything from Germany’s
 Railways, Communications, power generation,

 munitions manufacture, you name it. As
 Cracked.com puts it: “At the height of the Nazi
 terror during the 1940s, it was not atypical for a

 slave worker to build electrical switches for
 Siemens in the morning and be snuffed out in a

 Siemens-made gas chamber in the afternoon.” Even
 the destruction of four fifths of the companies
 factories during WWII was not enough to keep

 Siemens down. Siemens has already been forced to
 settle a major lawsuit in 1998 brought by Holocaust
 survivors, but even with that $1.2 billion price tag in
 2002 Siemens was in the news again, after it tried to

 trademark the term “Zyklon” (which means
 “cyclone” in German) to be used in products such
 as vacuum cleaners (Hmm…) and Gas Ovens (holy

 shit!) in Germany.
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Early History
World War II

Scandal and Corruption
1975-present

Espionage
A Business Built to Bribe

Cash Desks
Conclusion

Corporate ethics policies are only as good as the
 management's commitment to instilling an ethical
 company culture. Siemens has become a global
 powerhouse with 360,000 employees; there are

 bound to be some bad apples, but it is imperative
 that the company move away from keeping all of

 their apples in a "bad barrel" where corruption is a
 rampant way of life. Encouraging ethical behavior

 as they move into the future will insure success and
 mitigate liability.

Complicity, Atrocities, and Siemens's role in the
 Nazi agenda
1930's - 1945
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Devastation of WWI and the rebuilding of the
 company (4)

The dynamo-electric principle (2)

Linking the planet (2)
Factories in Auschwitz, Ravensbruck, and

 Nuremberg concentration camps, among others (5),
 (7)

Lawsuits and court documents reveal extent of
 atrocities (8), (9)

50,000 active Siemens “employees” were working
 against their will in late 1944 (6)

Helped Develop V2 Rocket in 1944
Thousands of military casualties 

Thousands more slave laborer deaths (10)
1945 – Hermann von Siemens

Arrested in 1945 (11) 

Slave Labor Compensation
Established $12M fund for remuneration (12) 
The Siemens-Schuckert Werke (SSW) D.I was

 accepted for production, and on 25th November
 1916 an initial order for 150 machines was placed.
 Production was somewhat tardy, airframes being
 held up for their engines and a later order (21st

 March 1917) for 100 machines was cancelled, as it
 was found that by mid 1917 performance of the
 S.S.W. D I was no longer up to requirements.
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Adolf Hitler speaking on Nov 10, 1933 at a Siemens
 plant (V1)

The complaints in multiple lawsuits allege that
 before and during World War II Siemens was a
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 major German corporation manufacturing, among
 other things, electronics and communications

 equipment essential to the ability of the Third Reich
 to wage its war of conquest. The shortage of

 manpower in Germany became acute and in order
 to fill the needs of German industry there was

 developed a system of involuntary forced laborers.
 These slave laborers were drawn from the

 conquered nations, Russian prisoners of war and
 the concentration camps.

This image is of The Shannon Scheme in Ireland.
 Siemens was hired to carry out this large project

 due to its advancements in engineering and
 reputation for success in building large plants.

http://www.asce.org/People-and-
Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-

Hydroelectric-Scheme/

The relief sought in the Siemens cases is (i) an
 accounting to Siemens' slave laborers for any

 profits or economic benefits derived by Siemens or
 any of its wholly-owned American subsidiaries from

 the knowing, systematic use of slave labor; (ii)
 payment to the slave laborers and their heirs the

 reasonable value of their services to Siemens; (iii)
 compensatory and punitive damages for Siemens'
 knowing use of slave labor and imposing barbaric

 working and living conditions; (iv) impressing a
 constructive trust upon all assets owned or

 controlled by Siemens that are traceable to the
 systematic use of slave labor, together with
 reasonable interest thereon; (v) reasonable

 attorneys' fees and experts' fees; and (vi) costs of
 suit.

http://www.asce.org/People-and-Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-Scheme/
http://www.asce.org/People-and-Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-Scheme/
http://www.asce.org/People-and-Projects/Projects/Landmarks/Shannon-Hydroelectric-Scheme/


http://www.siemens.com/history/en/news/1209_hermann-
von-siemens.htm

Economy or Genocide?
According to the Wannsee Protocol, death was the

 desired result of Jewish labor, not economic
 productivity. Slaves are expected to obey and work.

 Jews, conceived of in Germany as being evil and
 destructive to the moral and social order, were
 expected to suffer and die. Slaves are to be fed
 adequately and kept healthy, so that they can

 produce. Jews were purposely starved, so that they
 would weaken and die.

Bribery
Contract Tampering

Security Issues
Cartel Accusations

Iran
Siemens led the construction of the Bushehr nuclear

 facility beginning in 1975

Zyklon Trademark
2002 (19)

Zyklon B was the poisonous gas used in Nazi
 extermination camps 

Siemens filed two applications with the US Patent &
 Trademark for products with Zyklon brand 

Product line included home appliances including
 gas ovens 

Siemens retreated once scrutinized for this
 insensitive oversight 

http://www.siemens.com/history/en/news/1209_hermann-von-siemens.htm
http://www.siemens.com/history/en/news/1209_hermann-von-siemens.htm


Athens Olympic Games
2004

After the 1979 revolution Siemens was forced to
 abandon the project due to the sanctions against

 Iran
Siemens used third parties to continue to ship parts

 to Bushehr 

Most recently, Siemens software was targeted by the
 Stuxnet virus in 2010 

Spy Equipment in Iran
-- Nokia Siemens provided Iran with monitoring

 equipment
-- Used to monitor data and voice communications

 for certain words and phrases
-- Activists say the government is using it to crack

 down on dissenters
-- Siemens insists equipment is used for lawful

 intercept

Siemens had a lobbyist that worked closely with the
 Department of National Defence in the past (18).
The Canadian government changed the bidding
 terms to favor Siemens over MIL Systems and

 Fleetway Inc.
Siemens was bidding on a multi-million dollar

 contract to service warships for the Canadian Navy
 (17).

Nigeria
Iraq

UN Oil-For-Food program
Enel is Italy's largest power company and the

 second largest utility listed in Europe by installed
 capacity. The Enel group operates in 40 countries.



In total, 42 Oil for Food contracts were entered into,
 and secret kickback payments of approximately

 $1.7 million were made to Iraqi controlled accounts
 in order to avoid detection by the U.N. Total

 revenues on the contracts were over $124 million
 with profits of approximately $38,226,537. The

 payments were characterized as after sales service
 fees; however, no services were actually rendered.
 The ASSFs were effectively bribes paid to the Iraqi
 regime, which Siemens improperly disguised on its
 books and records by rnischaracterizing the bribes

 as legitimate commissions.
http://www.sec.gov/litigation/complaints/2008/comp20829.pdf

Argentina
2008

2008: Siemens and Argentine subsidiary plead guilty
 to violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act

Bribery accusations in national identity card
 program

Unsavory political alliances

Companies paid $1.15 billion more to settle charges
 brought by SEC and Munich prosecutors

Brazil
2013

Paulo Stark, chief executive of Siemens’ Brazilian
 unit, said in a statement that the company is
 cooperating with anti-trust officials as they
 investigate charges that Siemens and other

 companies formed a cartel that raised the price of
 contracts to build and operate train and subway



 lines between 1990 and 2007.
Brazil Metro in Sao Paulo: 

http://www.smartplanet.com/blog/bulletin/siemens-
accused-of-public-transit-cartel-in-brazil/26687

Germany
2008

The Federal Intelligence Service (BND) had a
 representative on the board at Siemens. 

Siemens became the largest supplier of technology
 like wiretap-proof phones for the BND.

Siemens supplied surveillance and wiretap
 equipment to several other countries, which the

 BND used to its advantage.

The BND potentially had access to codes that would
 let them spy on other countries' networks.

2001
Security system C4I used at Games (20) 

Bribed Greek officers of the government to win
 contract for security at Games (20) 

System did not work properly (21) 

Agreement with Ministry of Defense cost 250 million
 Euro (21) 

Payment Intermediaries
Consultants
Barschecks

Bearer Checks



Slush Funds
Confidential Payment System

Internal Commission Accounts
Securities and Exchange Commission Charges

2011
2011: SEC announces civil bribery charges against 7
 executives, and criminal charges against 6 of them

10 year bribery scheme to win billion dollar contract;
 once contract was canceled, more bribes were paid

 to cover up the initial bribes

Shell companies, Swiss bank accounts, smuggling,
 cover ups

Cleaning House: NPR Interviews Peter Solmssen
Management, Leadership, and Change

Peter Löscher and Peter Solmssen
Business Conduct Guidelines

2009
Monitoring and Enforcement (39)

Investigation

Amnesty
Prosecution

Streamlined organizational structure
Values: Innovative-Excellent-Responsible

Bribery & Corruption
Legal Challenges

Management
Policy

Culture and Commitment
Werner von Siemens

Siemens & Halske Pointer Telegraph (1)



Company Origins
Development of German Infrastructure 

To play video: click Pause button in bottom left
 corner of Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left

 corner of YouTube video 
To play video: click Pause button in bottom left

 corner of Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left
 corner of YouTube video 
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 corner of YouTube video 
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Siemens Executives Charged in Wrongdoing
Uriel Sharef – A former managing board member at
 Siemens from July 2000 to December 2007. He met
 in the United States with payment intermediaries

 and agreed to pay $27 million in bribes to Argentine
 officials in connection with the DNI contract.
Siemens Executives Charged in Wrongdoing

Andres Truppel –CFO of Siemens Argentina from
 1996 to 2002. He regularly communicated with

 Argentine government officials regarding illicit bribe
 payments and participated in U.S.based meetings

 where bribes were negotiated and promised.
Siemens Executives Charged in Wrongdoing

Stephan Signer –Replaced Bock as Commercial
 Head of Major Projects for SBS and later became

 Head of Business Operations and Finance at
 Siemens IT Solutions and Services. He authorized
 the payment of bribes to government officials in

 Argentina.
Bernd Regendantz –CFO of SBS from February 2002
 to 2004. He authorized two bribe payments totaling

 approximately $10 million on Siemens' behalf.
Carlos Sergi –A former board member of Siemens



 Argentina and a business consultant for Siemens
 Argentina. His primary role was to serve as a
 payment intermediary between Siemens and

 Argentine government officials in connection with
 the DNI contract.

Ulrich Bock – Former Commercial Head of Major
 Projects for Siemens Business Services (SBS) from
 October 1995 to 2001. As the officer responsible for
 the DNI contract, he authorized bribe payments to

 Argentine government officials.
Herbert Steffen –CEO of Siemens Argentina from

 1983 to 1989 and again in 1991, and Group
 President of Siemens Transportation Systems from
 1996 to 2003. Due to his longstanding connections

 in Argentina and Latin America, Steffen was
 recruited by Sharef and met directly with Argentine

 officials and offered bribe payments on behalf of
 Siemens.

Siemens is alleged to have paid $10.3 million to two
 Brazilian officials as part of a vast corruption
 scheme in public contracts with the transit

 authority. (28)
Outside law firm found widespread corruption

 steered out of Germany
"Go where the evidence takes you"

"Tell us the whole story and we will not fire you or
 punish you"

130 people stepped forward with information
People who were caught and did not ask for

 amnesty were fired and prosecuted
Bribery was a big part of the Siemens culture until

 2007

"Clean business is good business"
"The management of Siemens throughout the world



 shall actively foster the widespread distribution of
 the Business Conduct Guidelines and see to it that

 they are implemented."

http://www.siemens.com/sustainability/pool/cr-
framework/business_conduct_guidelines_e.pdf

"Employees may not obtain competitive intelligence
 by using industrial espionage, bribery, theft or

 electronic eavesdropping, or communicate
 knowingly false information about a competitor or

 its products or services."
Change and Communication

New rules and Compliance Department overhaul
500 Compliance Officers hired

Compliance hotline and external reporting system
Training

To play video: click Pause button in bottom left
 corner of Prezi, then click Play button on bottom left

 corner of YouTube video 
Compliance Helpdesk
Continuous Evaluation

Employee Survey
Incentives

Prevent-Detect-Respond
Vigilance and Integrity

Italy
http://www.npr.org/2012/05/01/151745671/companies-

can-recovery-from-bribery-scandals
Early History

Second World War
Scandals and Corruption

Bribery, Culture, Management, Policy
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: "NO NAZI TRAINS IN FLORIDA"
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:28:18 PM

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov

-----Original Message-----
From: defendjerusalem@mindspring.com [mailto:defendjerusalem@mindspring.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 11:08 PM
Subject: "NO NAZI TRAINS IN FLORIDA"

>Subject: "NO NAZI TRAINS IN FLORIDA"
>
>Driving up from Miami Beach to Melbourne on 10/20/14, an NBC report was on Nazi killers in the Holocaust,
 getting Social Security checks in the U.S. and that the State Department said they could keep those checks, in the
 $millions, if they left the country.
>
>Instead of prosecuting these murderers they were rewarded by the U.S. and paid for by taxpayers.  It didn't make
 Florida Today newspaper.
>
>This was, however, in the papers I gave to the Brevard County Commissioners, who treated me with disdain and
 contempt and allowed me to wait for 6 1/2 hours before I was allowed to speak against "All Aboard Florida"
 picking Siemens, one of the worst German companies in the Holocaust involving massive slave labor, the Death
 Camps, gas chambers and a host of issues that is enclosed. If there was one company they shouldn't have picked it
 was Siemens to run their trains, given all the other choices out there.
>
>But the game was obviously 'rigged' from the beginning.
>
>While I had negotiated to address the commissioners two weeks ago, when I arrived at 8:45AM,  there was a large
 crowd and many with "I'm All Aboard" stickers and some with tee-shirts with the same message.
>
>It turned out that 43 would speak in 3 hours and I was not invited to address my issues on Siemens with this crowd
 or the media there. Talk about the cowards and collaborators on the commission.
>
>K.C. Traylor of Florida Not All Aboard presented 32,000 signatures but the commissioners cared less and
 purposely ignored this grassroots impact to support AAF's desire to sell bonds with this vote and All Aboard
 Florida had brought up students and others from S. Fla. with weak, almost stupid statements on why this $1.6billion
 project should be supported.

mailto:rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:defendjerusalem@mindspring.com


>
>Yet AAF's presentation and approach was mediocre and a zero in terms of a quality presentation and I kept
 thinking how is it possible for this project to have any support when locals asked for more time and research, totally
 ignored by the commission, in pushing all of this that could easily fly back in their faces and Brevard not even
 getting a station, but all the problems and then AAF offering $500,000 for quiet zones, when many more dollars
 will be needed to accomodate it all.
>
>The Commissioners and AAF were an embarassment.
>
>Apparently this commission has that reputation from a number of other issues.  In the 3-2 vote for AAF,
 Commissioner Fisher, who is black, defended that anyone who owns the property (tracks) can do what they want
 with it and a couple of black ministers said this project would mean jobs, which ignores that building a railroad is a
 specialized field and not just anyone is going to get those jobs. As to private property, I would remind Mr. Fisher,
 that in Miami Beach we protected the Art Deco district, now worth $Billions and didn't allow the developers to tear
 it all down for more high rise insanity blocking out the sun.
>
>Commissioner Anderson said his concerns had been met by AAF, but never discussed what they were in this and
 his cover-up.
>"Queen Mary", who is leaving the commission, wanted her vote to be her 'legacy' and selling out the community
 and Fla. will indeed be her 'legacy'. How pathetic.
>
>Commissioner Nelson, who is also leaving, said he wanted the new commission to handle it and Trudie, the one
 commissioner who is more open in her opposition to AAF, was also, I thought much tamer and more timid in her
 questions than in statements previously made in print by her. She too was a disappointment.
>
>When I finally got to speak, on SCG tv, it was after 3P.M. I started with showing my poster: "SIEMENS-FROM
 ALL ABOARD AUSCHWITZ TO ALL ABOARD FLORIDA" and believe me, these commissioners were not
 prepared to deal with the Nazi mass murder reputation of Siemens or that Reininger of AAF, who was at this
 meeting and then left after getting what he wanted, never responded to our request not to use French or German
 trains who had participated in the Holocaust and never compensated survivors and heirs which was sent in March
 and in several other appeals he ignored, showing his lack of integrity and honesty.
>
>His explanations were also just mush while he was stating that the bond holders would be considered before the
 residents of Brevard County or any Florida taxpayer, which I thought any legitimate commissioner would have
 taken issue with on behalf of their constituents.
>
>The whole project stinks and for many reasons that this 'speed train' that will be backed by the taxpayers on behalf
 of those bonds, will somehow mean 32 trains from Miami to Orlando as if this is an extension of Disneyworld's
 Monorail.
>
>I said to the commissioners that the time they let me wait to speak, I could have driven from Miami Beach to
 Orlando and in one more hour, I could have returned, so what was their point in who is going to ride this 'thing'? let
 alone treating me this way.
>
>I advised them that many projects by promoters have been pushed only to have the voters tricked and deceived.
 For example, the 1000 ft. observation tower for Downtown Miami that was voted for and then the developer comes
 back and wants %5-8million from the taxpayers and that was only a couple of weeks ago.
>
>That we could have saved the treasured Orange Bowl Stadium, but instead bought this 'pig in a poke' for
 $700millions and a low class Billionaire and his Pres. telling the community what fools we were for doing it and so
 the boycott for a mediocre team and lousy management and this facility for the Miami Marlins, mostly empty and
 the development in Little Havana they promised, never materialized and more happened for the locals when the
 Orange Bowl Stadium was there.
>
>I had served with Miami-Dade MAPP on transit in the last few years and previously in the 1970's on the issue of
 mass transit and giving over 100 hours to deal with the present Dade County Metrorail system. I had recommended
 its extension to the Miami International Airport way back then and it was ignored and only last year it was finally



 done and cost the taxpayers so many more unnecessary $millions.
>
>Why would the Brevard Commissioners etc. ad nauseum want any legitimate input on a deal already done?
>
>But what can you say to those in public office who only operate from $dollars dancing on their brains and little
 else but the greed that foments so much of the distrust to them on every level of office and from a public that can't
 stand it anymore.
>
>Siemens is so guilty on so many levels of bribery, corruption besides the Holocaust that they have paid in fines
 more than the All Aboard Florida agenda to begin with and why would they be chosen to give Florida this
 reputation of supporting Nazi trains and not compensating survivors and heirs and the same for Allianz also in this
 paper below and also now the Social Security scandal of paying off Nazi killers.
>
>Where does it end?
>
>How can you tell today's youth not to commit murder or rape or be a terrorist, when those who did previously did
 this horror get rewarded and literally get away with murder and then get paid for it no less?
>
>They never learn, but I demanded more than my five minutes and asked these politicos to tell All Aboard Florida
 not to use Siemens and their Nazi past and present awefulness and these commissioners were like deer in headlights
 and stunned that anyone would ask them to behave morally and actually support the victims of Siemens.
>
>I asked them to take a stand that no company in Brevard that participated in the Holocaust and never compensated
 survivors and heirs be allowed to do business and to be a model for this effort for the state.  The look on their faces,
 asking them to be moral, was mindboggling. It was worth the whole experience because the issues are so corrupt
 and so full of it and I know that hitting them with this approach is not one they want to deal with or can deal with.
>
>The rest is all rigged by the same low lifes in public office that can easily be bought off and care less about anyone
 other than themselves.
>
>I want to thank Patti who drove 10 hours from N. Caroline to join and sit with me for over 5 hours and bear
 witness to this whole sham and scam from AAF and the Brevard Commissioners, WHO WERE ALL ABORED AS
 WELL.
>
>Afterwards we ate and talked on how we need a very different approach from the 3 hours of testimonials and
 previous activism to stop this monstrous operation.
>
>"NO NAZI TRAINS IN FLORIDA" and 'SIEMEN: FROM ALL ABOARD AUSCHWITZ TO ALL ABOARD
 FLORIDA" are legitimate issues that AAF and their politicals  cannot answer to and only showing that AAF etc.
 can't be trusted to begin with on any level of this project, if they can't get passed this issue of rewarding the Nazis
 and again attacking their victims with this insult to injury.
>
>We have many thousands of Holocaust survivors in Fla. and they require special needs besides Medicade and why
 isn't Siemens doing their fair share on any level? With half of the survivors below poverty level, this continues the
 crimes against them and humanity.
>
>The Brevard Commissioners or All Aboard Florida or Siemens could care less.
>
>In another tragedy today, 10/22/14, an Islamic Nazi convert kills a soldier at their Memorial to Canadians who
 gave life and limb to stop the Nazis in WWII. This was in Ottawa and the third event since last Friday. On Monday,
 two Canadian soldiers were run over and one killed and that Islamic Nazi connected with ISIS was also killed, as
 was today's attacker.
>
>No mention of security for AAF trains who might well be transporting ISIS all over the place.
>
>Yesterday's event wore me out and obviously another strategy is necessary.
>



>I have been invited to address the Brevard 9/12/.net group at 6:30 P.M.on Nov. 6 at Kol Maschiach
 Synogague,1621 Lake Washington Road in Melbourne and to protest at the Brevard County Commission at Noon
 on Nov. 7, 2014 at this betrayal from them and that we don't want Siemens or any Nazi trains running in Florida or
 Nazi stations either.
>
>Enclosed, is also a list of meetings we will be at to expose and oppose Siemens and All Aboard Auschwitz to All
 Aboard Florida.
>
>What makes this so scandalous is that there are at least 9 bus companies that run daily from Miami to Orlando and
 running from as low as $25 to $54 and maybe other great deals as well.
>
>One can fly from Ft. Laud. to Orlando for $55 or round trip for $80 or so and six airlines with many flights from S.
 Fla. to Orlando.
>
>AMTRAK from Miami to Orlando costs $43 to $95 depending on advanced reservations as well as the airlines.
 AMTRAK goes 79MPH and All Aboard Florida will go 110 MPH for $1.6billion and all that inconvenience and
 host of issues on why folks oppose this project along the East Coast to begin with, when if it should be built at all,
 could go along other existing tracks that are inland or along the Fla. Turnpike, but AAF doesn't want to spend their
 real monies on this.
>
>Renting a car could cost as little as $4.95 a day out of Ft. Laud. and allow the renters all the leisure of having a car
 they will need to get around either in Orlando or Miami and many wonderful spots to visit in-between.
>
>What is All Aboard Florida's point, except that reason isn't the issue when the scam is in and big bucks can be
 made, no matter how many folks it hurts.
>
>Then add insult to injury with Siemens and its Nazi past being rewarded is so disgusting and why would Fla. put
 up with this crap on every level?
>
>Please get this information to your networks, show up at these meetings; help to donate to: "Defend Jerusalem",
 P.O.Box 402263, Miami Beach, Fla. 33140 so that we can order signs and stickers and buttons with the above
 messages. Attend rallies being planned and don't give up, which AAF is depending on and the ONLY way they can
 win.
>
>'NO NAZI TRAINS IN FLORIDA', ISN'T THE CAMPAIGN THAT THE BOND HOLDERS IN NY WANT TO
 SEE AND HEAR FROM THE VAST MAJORITY OF FLORIDIANS WHO DON'T WANT THIS ALL
 ABOARD FLORIDA ABOMINATION.
>
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>------------
>
>
>MIAMI October 27, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Miami-Dade College - Wolfson
>Campus | James K. Batten Room - 2106 | 300 NE 2nd Avenue Miami, FL
>33132
>
>BROWARD October 28, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Broward County Convention
>Center | 1950 Eisenhower Blvd. | Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
>
>WEST PALM BEACH October 29, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM West Palm Beach
>Marriott| 1001 Okeechobee Boulevard|  West Palm Beach, FL 33401
>
>STUART October 30, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM The Kane Center | 900 SE
>Salerno Road | Stuart, FL 34997
>
>VERO BEACH November 5, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Indian River State



>College | Richardson Hall | 6155 College Lane| Vero Beach, FL 32966
>
>PORT ST. LUCIE November 6, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Port St. Lucie Civic
>Center | 9221 SE Civic Center Place, Port St Lucie, FL 34952
>
>COCOA November 12, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Cocoa Civic Center | 430
>Delannoy Avenue | Cocoa, FL 32922
>
>ORLANDO November 13, 2014 3:30 PM - 7:00 PM Wyndham Orlando Resort
>I-Drive| 8001 International Drive | Orlando, Florida, 32819
>
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>----------
>
>Subject: "FROM ALL ABOARD AUSCHWITZ TO ALL ABOARD FLORIDA"-WHY?
>
>Dear Sam Dubbin:
>Holocaust Survivors Foundation, USA:
>
>I will be bringing this issue on Social Security checks going to Nazi War killers, as part of my presentation to the
 Brevard County Commission, 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way in Viera, Fla. tomorrow, Oct. 21, 2014 from 10Am
 to Noon.
>
>I will have copies of your statement from Haaretz with me, to give to the commissioners and media there as well.
 We are planning on going to at least 12 other commission meetings around Florida to present this case and also the
 checks to the Nazis from Social Security. What an outrage.
>
>Yours in Shalom,
>Bob Kunst
>Pres., Shalom International
>305-864-5110
>www.defendjerusalem.net>-----------------------------------------------
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>-----------------------------------
>Subject: U.S. Paid Nazi murderers $millions
>
>Dear All:
>
>
>
>Sam Sokol of the Jerusalem Post just sent me this link to this AP story in Haaretz, below.  He asked for a comment
 and I wanted to send this around and see if any of you are interested in providing a comment.  I am not sure of his
 deadline.
>
>
>http://www.haaretz.com/mobile/1.621643?v=103079500F2F70AFC53AF71C4A0080
>E3 U.S. paid expelled Nazis millions in Social Security, investigation
>finds Payments made to SS guards and war criminals, underwritten by
>American taxpayers, flowed through a legal loophole that gave the Justice Department leverage to persuade
 suspects to leave the U.S.
>
>In this July 28, 2014, photo, Jakob Denzinger looks from his window in
>Osijek, eastern Croatia In this July 28, 2014, photo, Jakob Denzinger
>looks from his apartment window in Osijek, eastern Croatia. / Photo by
>AP
>

http://www.haaretz.com/mobile/1.621643?v=103079500F2F70AFC53AF71C4A0080


>By The Associated Press
>
>Published 01:33 20.10.14
>
>Dozens of suspected Nazi war criminals and SS guards collected millions of dollars in U.S. Social Security
 benefits after being forced out of the United States, an Associated Press investigation has found.
>
>The payments, underwritten by American taxpayers, flowed through a legal loophole that gave the U.S. Justice
 Department leverage to persuade Nazi suspects to leave the U.S. If they agreed to go, or simply fled before
 deportation, they could keep their Social Security, according to interviews and internal U.S. government records.
>
>Martin Hartmann Martin Hartmann reached an agreement with the U.S.
>Department of Justice in 2007 to return to Germany when it was found
>out he w... / Photo by AP
>
>Among those receiving benefits were armed SS troops who guarded the network of Nazi concentration and death
 camps; a rocket scientist who used slave laborers to advance his research in the Third Reich; and a Nazi
 collaborator who engineered the arrest and execution of thousands of Jews in Poland.
>
>There are at least four living beneficiaries. They include Martin Hartmann, a former SS guard at the
 Sachsenhausen camp in Germany, and Jakob Denzinger, who patrolled the grounds at the Auschwitz camp complex
 in Poland.
>
>Hartmann moved to Berlin in 2007 from Arizona just before being stripped of his U.S. citizenship. Denzinger fled
 to Germany from Ohio in 1989 after learning denaturalization proceedings against him were underway. He soon
 resettled in Croatia and now lives in a spacious apartment on the right bank of the Drava River in Osijek. Denzinger
 would not discuss his situation when questioned by an AP reporter; Denzinger's son, who lives in the U.S.,
 confirmed his father receives Social Security payments and said he deserved them.
>
>The deals allowed the Justice Department's former Nazi-hunting unit, the Office of Special Investigations, to skirt
 lengthy deportation hearings and increased the number of Nazis it expelled from the U.S.
>
>But internal U.S. government records obtained by the AP reveal heated objections from the State Department to
 OSI's practices. Social Security benefits became tools, U.S. diplomatic officials said, to secure agreements in which
 Nazi suspects would accept the loss of citizenship and voluntarily leave the United States.
>
>"It's absolutely outrageous that Nazi war criminals are continuing to receive Social Security benefits when they
 have been outlawed from our country for many, many, many years," said U.S. Rep. Carolyn Maloney of New York,
 a senior Democratic member of the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee. She said she plans to
 introduce legislation to close the loophole.
>
>Since 1979, the AP analysis found, at least 38 of 66 suspects removed from the country kept their Social Security
 benefits.
>
>The Social Security Administration expressed outrage in 1997 over the use of benefits, the documents show, and
 blowback in foreign capitals reverberated at the highest levels of government.
>
>Austrian authorities were furious upon learning after the fact about a deal made with Martin Bartesch, a former SS
 guard at the Mauthausen concentration camp in Austria. In 1987, Bartesch landed, unannounced, at the airport in
 Vienna. Two days later, under the terms of the deal, his U.S. citizenship was revoked.
>
>The Romanian-born Bartesch, who had emigrated to the U.S. in 1955, was suddenly stateless and Austria's
 problem. Bartesch continued to receive Social Security benefits until he died in 1989.
>
>"It was not upfront, it was not transparent, it was not a legitimate process," said James Hergen, an assistant legal
 adviser at the State Department from 1982 until 2007. "This was not the way America should behave. We should
 not be dumping our refuse, for lack of a better word, on friendly states."



>
>Neal Sher, a former OSI director, said the State Department cared more about diplomatic niceties than holding
 former members of Adolf Hitler's war machine accountable.
>
>Amid the objections, the practice known as "Nazi dumping" stopped. But the benefits loophole wasn't closed.
>
>Justice Department spokesman Peter Carr said in an emailed statement that Social Security payments never were
 employed to persuade Nazi suspects to depart voluntarily.
>
>The Social Security Administration refused the AP's request for the total number of Nazi suspects who received
 benefits and the dollar amounts of those payments.
>
>Spokesman William "BJ" Jarrett said the agency does not track data specific to Nazi cases.
>
>A further barrier, Jarrett said, is that there is no exception in U.S. privacy law that "allows us to disclose
 information because the individual is a Nazi war criminal or an accused Nazi war criminal."
>
>The department also declined to make the acting commissioner, Carolyn Colvin, or another senior agency official
 available for an interview.
>
>Rabbi Marvin Hier, the founder and head of the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles, said the loophole should
 be closed.
>
>"Someone receiving an American pension could live very well in Europe or wherever they settled," Hier said.
 "We, in effect, were rewarding them. It didn't make any sense."
>
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>-----------------------------------------------------------------------
>------------
>
>
>
>Subject: "FROM ALL ABOARD AUSCHWITZ TO ALL ABOARD FLORIDA"-WHY?
>
>Dear Commissioners:
>
>I come to you today for moral and ethical purposes, tragically lacking in "All Aboard Florida" choosing Siemens to
 run its speed trains from Miami to Orlando and Tampa.
>
>Siemens was one of the worst German companies in the Holocaust.  There were 14 millions slaves worked to death
 or led to the gas chambers and Siemens, who Hitler had addressed in 1933 in degrading Jews then, was one of the
 leading slave labor companies with hundreds of thousands in Auschwitz and 400 other facilities.
>
>Their company emblem is still on the gas chambers at Buchenwald where 150,000 were murdered.  Tens of
 thousands more were killed in Ravensbruk where over 250,000 were enslaved and working on VI-V2 rockets and
 UBoats which helped to kill hundreds of thousands additionally. Ravensbruk was a women's death camp, where
 3500 SS women trained; where brothels were shipped to SS everywhere; where death marches took place, where
 clothing and furs from all the seven million Jews the Nazis killed were shipped. The Soviets liberated this camp on
 4/29-30/45 and only 3500 sick were left. Besides gas chambers, medical experiments took place on thousands of
 victims and euthanasia was carried out en masse and Siemens Electric was the #1 user of this madness and horror
 here AMONG THE 400 PLACES THEY RAN.
>
>There were 42,500 places of mass murder in the Holocaust with 500,000 participating in this industrial German
 killing of the Jews and others.
>
>Siemens was a key player with its CEO part of Heinrich Himmler's inner circle, planning the final solution of the
 Jews.



>
>For 55 yrs. Siemens ingored its role in the Holocaust and Auschwitz-Birkenau where millions were murdered; at
 Buchenwald where 150,000 were killed as well as Sashsenhausen and that number at Flossenburg death camp.
>
>In 2002, Siemens even wanted to trademark "Zyklon" for its vacuum cleaner, when "Zyklon B" was the gas that
 murdered millions of Jews and others with. After protests Siemens backed off.
>
>Siemens was key to the 'Aryanization" program of expropriating Jewish properties and profiteering on paying
 pennies to the Deutch Mark in whatever they stole.
>
>Siemens rejected responsibilities for compensation to Survivors and Heirs in 1997 and in 1998 offered less than
 $12millions. Siemens in the #2 largest corporation in the world with $104billions last year. Germany itself offered
 $1billion in 2014,for 'ghetto slaves', but only going back to 1999 and ignoring the previous 50 yrs. and all that
 suffering still.
>
>Holocaust survivors testified before Congress on Sept. 18, 2014 on the plight of 125,000 Survivors in U.S. and
 many thousands in Fla. with 50% below the poverty level that Obama offered $15million to, while giving illegally,
 $2billion to Fatah/Hamas both committed to Israel's destruction. Title 18 prohibits 'material support' to terrorists
 and the latest war with Hamas and Israel was the latest in many horrors from the State Dept.
>
>Now in Oct. 2014, it's revealed how $millions of tax dollars was paid to Nazi killers living in the U.S. with Social
 Security checks and instead of prosecuting them, they were asked to leave. We're talking of 10,000 Nazis war
 criminals here. Out of 8000 who ran Auschwitz-Birkenau, only 50 were put on trial. What happened to the rest who
 were allowed to go free, got paid pensions and these Social Security checks while their victims, the survivors, were
 thrown a bone or ignored completely.
>
>Hitler told everyone what he would do and people denied it till it was too late. Now the cowards deny it ever took
 place and those companies who participated in it are rewarded with $1.5billion in taxpayer backed bonds with "All
 Aboard Florida", who we asked in March of 2013 not to hire French or German train companies that participated in
 the Holocaust and didn't compensate survivors or heirs.  The same issues are key in Maryland and in New York on
 the same issues of German and French trains.
>
>Mr. Reininger of All Aboard Florida, ignored a number of letters we sent. Why didn't he want any resistance to his
 game with Siemens?  There are other train companies around the world to consider. Why Siemens, with its own
 disgusting track record and disgraceful bribary and corruptions practices all over the world and still doing it in
 Argentina,Greece, Brazil and other countries going into the 2003 and later years? What if all that Siemens was
 fined was given to their victims. We're talking over $1.5billion in fines.
>
>What about Siemens in Iran, Iraq and its spy operations, while ISIS is the result of the same Islamic Nazi insanity
 aligned with Hitler to 'kill all Jews' and all Christians, all Hindus, all Bhuddists and each other and all 'infidels'?
 ISIS, Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad, Boca Haram, Taliban, Al Qaeda, Muslim Brotherhood,etc. all want all of us
 dead. What is it that we don't get except to keep denying this reality and threat?
>
>Why is any company that was part of the mass killing machine in the Holocaust allowed to do business or do
 sports in Fla. without compensating survivors and heirs? Over 2000 German companies got away with mass
 murder. Allianz Nazi insurance for all the death camps, owes Survivors $2billion in death benefits they stole and
 profiteered with and holds golf tournaments in Boca Raton and won't even talk to the survivors. Shalom
 International has done 15 events with Holocaust Survivor Foundation, USA on these issues and an Allianz
 subsidiary, Pimco, in 2014 just lost over $200billion, while Allianz keeps playing these games against Holocaust
 Survivors.
>
>If we keep rewarding the criminals instead of their victims, why wouldn't there be another Holocaust?
>
>2015 will be the 70th anniversary of the liberation of these death camps and yet antisemitism and hate is again
 racing through Europe; the UN, EU, the Vatican, Obama, are all demanding that Israel deny its "Covenant with G-
d" for 5000 yrs. and millions of Jews were murdered for and give it to the very Islamic Nazis who were with Hitler
 to 'kill all Jews' and still do, besides dancing in the streets after '9/11'. There is no New Testament or Koran without



 the Old Testament. Judaism is 2300 yrs. older than Islam and the world keeps attacking Jews, Judaism, Israel etc.
>
>Iran is building its nukes to destroy Israel and America with and Siemens is part of this new Holocaust. Why?
>
>"Treblinka's Last Witness", will be aired on WLRN in Miami on Oct. 28,2014 and shows where 900,000 Jews
 were exterminated from there and only one survivor. Over 400,000 shipped from the Warsaw Ghetto alone.
>
>We are bearing witness, not only not to forget or to forgive, but not to keep repeating the same insanity that led to
 60million killed in WWII and Siemens a leading and despicable player in all of it.  The worst criminal event in
 history and Siemens was an active part of all of it, so why are they being rewarded and every Floridian, whose tax
 dollars are backing this project, being smeared with this Nazi brush at the same time?
>
>Lack of Morality and Ethics in corporate and political behavior and mass murder and bribing internationally for
 train and other contracts. That is the Siemens story and so why aren't we supporting their victims instead of those
 committing these crimes?
>
>Germany and Europe were never denazified. We are paying the price again today with threats to our very security
 on so many levels.
>
>Why are we supporting Siemens UN's Oil For Food Program where Siemens made over $38 millions with 42
 illegal contracts just in this scandal and this is many times what they offered to their victims in the Holocaust?
>
>Siemens only offered to open its archives in March 2011 on its role in the Holocaust with 2.5 linier miles of files,
 400,000 photos and 3000 films and so what has been described above may be only the tip of the horrors they were
 involved with and now All Aboard Florida wants to reward?
>
>Siemens isn't the victim. Siemens is the criminal, perpetrator and profiteer on everyone's miseries and the 'Final
 Solution Of The Jews."
>
>We are asking this Commission to demand that Siemens not be rewarded this contract when other companies can
 also do the job and that All Aboard Florida, has been so dishonest on this issue, that the question is: can they be
 trusted on this entire project?
>
>Also, take a stand against any company, as they have in Md. and NY, not to allow any company that participated in
 the Holocaust and hasn't compensated survivors and heirs to do any business until these issues are resolved.
>
>I thank you for your kind attention to this appeal.
>
>Yours in Shalom,
>Bob Kunst
>President, Shalom International
>305-864-5110
>www.defendjerusalem.net
>
>We have been to 31 death camps including those mentioned here and for the 50th anniversary of the liberation of
 those camps. We have now done 854 rallies and events and 3550 media since 1989. The poster here: "Siemens-
From All Aboard Auschwitz to All Aboard Florida" appeared at the Fla. Governor's debate on Oct. 15, 2014 at BCC
 and again at the Torch of Friendship, Downtown Miami on Oct. 19, 2014 as we begin a major campaign to expose
 and oppose Siemens and All Aboard Florida.
>
>



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: A quick plea
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:19:11 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Shields [mailto:shieldsy0625@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 8:33 PM
To: AAF-comments@vhb.com; Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: A quick plea

I live in Palm City, Martin County, right next to 1-95 in a beautiful community. If the train uses the current RR trx
 east of Dixie Hwy., theoretically, I won't be effected right? Wrong. Stuart Florida is a beautiful, hometown city full
 of community peace. The new train will kill what life we have in Stuart. It dissects the town next to a historical
 park, playground, middle school, elementary school and numerous churches as well as halt maritime traffic with the
 rusty bridge.
    Please move the train out west . We all know it's for hauling shipments coming into Port of Miami. We already
 have Tri-Rail which is pitiful and doesn't really work. From West Palm go West and North.
Summary...I would rather have the train out West of 95 with me than for it to ruin Stuart and other towns up the
 coast.
Please move this train!!'

Respectfully,

Elizabeth Plasencia

Sent from my iPhone
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: Jean Fusaro DeFrancis
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF - train will ruin Stuart
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 1:17:52 PM

 
> Subject: AAF - train will ruin Stuart
> From: defrancis1@hotmail.com
> Date: Tue, 21 Oct 2014 16:44:56 -0400
> To: AAF_comments@vhb.com
> 
> If you ever visited our downtown area, you would see a beautiful quaint town with the Lyric
 Theatre that brings in huge crowds for our live entertainment, wonderful shops, parks and
 restaurants. We would lose 100 parking spots, hold ups of travelers trying to reach our town,
 and long lines of traffic waiting to get to the hospital, doctors, restaurants & theatre. There
 would be a ghost town in place of our historic towns along the rivers. Please save our
 lifestyles by insisting the train use the tracks west of all our towns. Thank you,
> Jean DeFrancis
> Stuart, FL
> 

mailto:defrancis1@hotmail.com
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 7:13:15 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2014 6:53 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: FW: AAF All Aboard Florida

-----Original Message-----
From: K R [mailto:karmel@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Saturday, September 27, 2014 6:30 AM
To: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Subject: AAF All Aboard Florida

Hello,

We are concerned that all explorations of possible motives behind the All Aboard Florida project have been
 examined.

While revealing a glossy projection of intercity ridership (Miami, Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach) they have
 completely ignored the existing Tri-Rail system - as if it doesn't exist!  This rail system occupies the same
 geographical service cities (Miami, Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach), and has a total indebtedness, not profit,
 after many many years of existence.

These lofty projections are sure to find their way into financial maneuvering.  Perhaps, with low-interest federal loan
 guarantees by the FRA?  Is there recourse on these loans?  There is also a New York hedge fund participating in
 these efforts to secure and maybe even participate in the  ultimate results ? of the approached financing.  Real estate
 deals?

We have these legal concerns that everything is not only on the up-and-up, but completely transparent and
 justifiable, when examined with hindsight;  and, the FRA keeps it's solid reputation.  The "conservative" financial
 projections labeled as triple A or such, seem a bit liberal considering the existing situation.  350,000 cars off the
 road between Miami and Orlando in three years?  Have they done extensive sampling or surveys?  Optimism
 married to enthusiasm with leverage? 

We hope that this project is thoroughly vetted.

Thank you for listening
Concerned citizens of Hobe Sound, FL

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Standley, Lisa
Subject: FW: AAF DEIS Comment letter
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:15:19 PM
Attachments: FRA.AAF.DEIS.12.3.14.pdf

EPA’s comments.
 

From: Militscher, Chris [mailto:Militscher.Chris@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 2:38 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: AAF DEIS Comment letter
 
John: Original, signed letter being mailed to you today.  Any questions, please call.  Thanks.

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: Leslie Olson
To: "AAF_comments@vhb.com"; "john.winkle@dot.gov"
Cc: Mark Satterlee; Daniel McIntyre; Robert Bentkofsky; "Robert.Bendus@DOS.MyFlorida.com"
Subject: FW: AAF DEIS: Cultural Resources pertaining to St. Lucie County
Date: Friday, October 3, 2014 9:04:38 AM

Mr. Winkle,
 
The Historic Preservation section of the St. Lucie County Planning and Development Services
 Department submitted comments to your office on September 26, 2014, copied below.  As of this
 date our office has not received confirmation that your office received our comments.
 
When this communication is received, please provide us with either an estimated response time
 from the consultant, or contact information for the consultant.  Time is of the essence in this
 matter, as the Cultural Resources section of the Draft EIS is incomplete as it pertains to St. Lucie
 County cultural resources within the study area, and is therefore not ready for Section 106 Review
 by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS for All Aboard Florida.  St. Lucie County is
 currently reviewing the Draft EIS and will submit additional comments prior to December 3, 2014.
 
Leslie Olson, AICP
Planning Manager
Planning and Development Services
St. Lucie County
(772)462-1589
olsonl@stlucieco.org
 
 

From: Leslie Olson 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 1:43 PM
To: 'AAF_comments@vhb.com'; 'john.winkle@dot.gov'
Cc: Mark Satterlee; 'KoriBenton@City-FtPierce.Com'; Robert Bentkofsky; Daniel McIntyre
Subject: AAF DEIS: Cultural Resources pertaining to St. Lucie County
 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Rail Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue
SE Room W38-311
Washington, D.C. 20590
 
Via E-Mail
 
September 26, 2014
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:

mailto:OlsonL@stlucieco.org
mailto:"AAF_comments@vhb.com"
mailto:"john.winkle@dot.gov"
mailto:satterleem@stlucieco.org
mailto:mcintyred@stlucieco.org
mailto:BentkofskyR@stlucieco.org
mailto:Robert.Bendus@DOS.MyFlorida.com


 
Acting as the St. Lucie County Historic Preservation Officer, I have reviewed Sections 4.4.5, 5.4.5 and
 7.2.12 of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for All Aboard Florida as it relates to
 cultural (historical and archeological) resources.
 
Table 4.4.5-1 on page 4-125 lists me as the Certified Local Government contact and states that the
 consultant contacted me regarding Potential Locally Designated Cultural Resources, and that there
 was “No Response” from this office.  I have no record of any written or verbal correspondence from
 the AAF consultant on this project requesting information or comment.  Please have the consultant
 provide the written request to this office as soon as possible.  A review of Tables 4.4.5-9, 4.4.5-10,
 4.4.5-11, 4.4.5-12, 4.4.5-13, and 4.4.5-14, identifying Potential Locally Designated Cultural
 Resources, shows a significant deficiency of identified unincorporated St. Lucie County historical and
 archeological resources within the project area.  The FEC Corridor as it passes through
 unincorporated St. Lucie County is encompassed by a number of identified archeological
 preservation zones, sites, and historic resources.  As these sites are missing from the DEIS, the
 Section 106 review, summarized in Section 5.4.5.2, cannot be considered complete and ready for
 SHPO review. 
 
St. Lucie County staff will create a series on maps listing all potential locally designated cultural
 resources and provide it to the consultant after receiving the request.
 
In its current form, the DEIS is incomplete.
 
Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns.
 
Leslie Olson, AICP
Planning Manager
Planning and Development Services
St. Lucie County
(772)462-1589
olsonl@stlucieco.org
 

Please Note: Florida has very broad public records laws. Most written communications to or from County officials regarding County
 business are public records available to the public and media upon request. It is the policy of St. Lucie County that all County records
 shall be open for personal inspection, examination and / or copying. Your e-mail communications will be subject to public disclosure
 unless an exemption applies to the communication. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender by reply e-mail and delete
 all materials from all computers.

mailto:olsonl@stlucieco.org


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF EIS
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 11:36:08 AM

This wasn’t sent directly to FRA (just copied) or to the comments inbox, but I’m forwarding it,
 anyway.
 

From: Joel Tallant [mailto:chef@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 11:33 AM
To: Kim Delaney
Cc: Robert.Bendus@DOS.MyFlorida.com; mbusha@tcrpc.org; jbaird@ircgov.com; citymgr@covb.org;
 pmatson@ircgov.com; Angie.toro@mail.house.gov; Pam.gillespie@mail.house.gov;
 debbie.mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov; Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: AAF EIS
 
Good Morning All,
                                    My name is Joel L Tallant Sr, I am a homeowner and business owner living
 in Indian River County, Florida. After my initial review of  AAF EIS, below are a few of my
 major concerns regarding this document. Please address these issues and respond back to me
 as to how these issues will be addressed.
 

1. No where can I find in the EIS showing  the results of : " Buildings where Rayleigh waves
 would cause structural damage." As just using the term "vibrations" does not cover
 everything accreditied to all vibrations in a whole. Why is this not addressed or
 otherwise used to develop the EIS?

2. What geographical land type was used in the study to determine the impact of the
 vibrations/Rayleigh waves from the trains passing by?  Why? Explain.

3. Where there any distinctions made of the type, age and conditions of the structures in
 close proximity to the train tracks? And if so, what?

4. In the Summary of the EIS it states( page S-18)," The Project would have no direct or
 indirect effects ( noise, vibration or change in setting) to the historic resources located
 adjacent to the N-S Corridor. " This is NOT AT ALL the case, there is historic properties
 directly adjacent to the N-S Corridor in Indian River County alone not to mention the
 other counties affected.

5. What if any will be done to mitigate these issues with the areas that will be impacted by
 the vibrations/Rayleigh waves from the High-Speed trains and increased freight train
 traffic?

6. In Rayleigh surface waves the particle motion has both horizontal and vertical
 components. No where is this discussed in the EIS. The problem to find out a low-cost
 method to install barrier walls against train-induced ground vibrations has been under
 investigation. The purpose is to isolate buildings from the traveling Rayleigh surface
 waves. This usually happens when the soil consists of soft layers of clay. Such places are
 locating very often in coastal places, where the soil originates from the sea bottom

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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 sediments or erosion sludge conveyed by rivers. One promising work method is sheet-
piling, in which case the barrier has to be composed of sheet-pile wall with soft isolation
 layer at its building side. The purpose of the wall is to reduce the amount of soil masses
 to be removed and also to support the isolation layer. Isolation material could be air
 cushion or granular material like artificial gravel. The installation work can be carried
 out by computer controlled boom system, which allows drive the pile wall in prescribed
 inclination angle. The boom is equipped with an integrated gripper-driver unit and may
 belong to an excavator with track wheels or it may be mounted  on a customized
 wagon. By changing cyclically the bucket and sheet piler, the work process can run in
 piling-digging-layering-filling phases semi-automatically, where the operator assists
 changes from one internally automatic task to a next one.  

7. In all of the material it shows that the trains will be traveling at a distance of 50 feet
 from structures, this is not the case in most cities along the Treasure coast.  In Figure
 4.2.2-4 the AAF EIS shows Locomotive Powered Passenger or Freight trains traveling at
 50 mph. However, with existing speeds of the freight trains that travel along the N-S
 Corridor at 54.2 mph, no where does it show what the impact of the High-Speed train
 traveling at 103.34 mph through Indian River County, 93.38 mph in St. Lucie Co. and
 76.96 mph in Martin Co. Why? Explain.            

 
 
                        Thank you for your time and have a great day!



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:21:02 AM
Attachments: AAF response.docx

 
 

From: Louise Crouse [mailto:lcrouse2@cfl.rr.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 6:51 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov;
 Congressman.Posey@mail.house.gov; gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov; 'Thad Altman';
 john.tobia@myfloridahouse.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov;
 ritch.workman@myfloridahouse.gov; tom.goodson@myfloridahouse.gov; ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us;
 'Commissioner, D3'; 'Commissioner, D1'; 'Commissioner, D2'; 'Commissioner, D4'; 'Commissioner, D5';
 'Knox, Scott L'; 'Whitten, Stockton E'; 'Chelle Woods'; jcstargate@att.net
Subject: AAF Environmental Impact Statement
 
Attached please find my comments regarding the Impact Statement.  I am particularly disappointed
 with the lack of study in my community as to the impact on the residents.  AAF has not addressed
 issues of environmental concerns, impact of additional train traffic to the community emergency
 rescue operations and the effect that road closures due to trains switching or closed crossings due
 to stopped trains will have on a community that will lose two of the three exit and evacuation
 routes.  Please consider carefully any potential to move forward using an Environmental Impact
 Study which did not adequately address the topics that the study was intended to address.
 
Thank you for your attention to the concerns of the affected residents.
 
Louise Crouse
808 Sapodilla Drive
Barefoot Bay, Fl  32976

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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Re: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement

There is no doubt that the increase of train traffic in my community will have overwhelming impact in the areas of the environment, safety, emergency fire and medical services, additional maintenance costs through Brevard County taxes and especially to the quality of life for the residents of Barefoot Bay.  I would like to provide additional comments on these areas and introduce you to my community of Barefoot Bay.  I am also concerned about industry and business closings if high speed rail in fact removes thousands of automobiles from the roadways.  Related air and bus travel will be negatively impacted as well.  If these cars are not coming through our area on their way to Orlando from Miami, then fuel stations, resorts, car rentals, restaurants and vacation destinations will also be negatively impacted.  You cannot change one area of transportation without impacting other areas.  Air and bus travel, car rental, vacation destinations, restaurants and hotels will all see a decrease in business and will result in changes to the labor force, tax base and enjoyment of our scenic Florida coast lines.  AAF only indicates that there will be a decrease in traffic on the major interstates, but does not identify what those changes will mean to areas like Brevard County that represent the beauty and tranquility that so many vacationers enjoy on their way to other destinations. 

[bookmark: _GoBack] Barefoot Bay is a community of 1100 acres with approximately 5000 manufactured homes and residency of 8900 people.  The amenities of our community include an 18 hole executive golf course, three pools, 6 tennis courts, shuffle board, bocce, pickle ball, soft ball, basketball, playground, two food and beverage establishments and several community building for a very active, primarily senior community.  Our streets are owned and maintained by Brevard County.  The Fire Rescue station is located immediately to the west of the Barefoot Boulevard rail crossing.   There are only two routes available to reach U.S. #1 to the east- Barefoot Boulevard and Micco Road.  Both of these roadways have rail crossings that are located between the community and US #1.  The only other egress from Barefoot Bay is one route- Micco Road to the west connecting to Babcock Street– a North- South road providing access to Sebastian to the south and Palm Bay to the north.  Micco Road and US #1 are the only evacuation routes for the community and are only two lane blacktop roads.  With this information in mind, I would like to address these issues as cited by residents of Barefoot Bay.

1. Environment- the current rail traffic exceeds all humanly acceptable levels of sound, vibration, engine soot and dust particulate from open rail cars sifting throughout the community.  In past years there have been numerous claims of increased incidence of lung and associated breathing difficulties from those living along the rail path.  The complaints also deal with constant oily soot that filters into their homes and pits the roofing and siding on the exterior of the homes.  Air quality is of great concern and any increase of particulates must be carefully examined before any additional rail usage is considered.  The current diesel engines are seemingly without regulation and I do not see any regulation of future engines addressed in your study.   There is no way to determine the environmental negatives for the birds, fish, wild and domesticated animals and the water and air quality, but the natural protection provided to sand hill cranes, egrets, ibis, roseate spoonbills, squirrels, all native song birds and birds of prey will be threatened by any alterations to their habitat within the community.  The additional concerns of hazardous material accidents on the rails, proximity to very large propane storage tanks and vehicular traffic accidents are extremely critical in the discussion and will be addresses further in the safety section of this letter.



2. Safety- The community is a very mobile area including resident owned golf cart transportation to the facilities east of the railroad tracks.  These facilities consist of a grocery store, pharmacy, three restaurants, insurance center, gas station/convenience store and a Family Dollar Store.  These facilities are widely used by the community and are lifelines for those whose mobility or comfort level with driving on the busy highways is considered.  The potential for derailment of heavy freight trains is a concern due the proximity of the two tracks which would provide no egress to the east for any resident of Barefoot Bay.  The potential for a derailment of a hazardous material freight rail car would put all evacuation of this compact community- on a two lane road (Micco Road) funneling into another two lane road (Babcock Street).  The large volume propane storage tanks are within 500 feet of the current rail road lines and pose a life threatening situation if a derailment occurs at that crossing on Micco Road.  There are 14 long freight trains crossing these roads daily and causing blockages from a few minutes to over 45 minutes.  The prospect of adding 32 more trains each day would indicate that there will be a high speed train every 1/2 hour and the long trains causing crossing stops nearly every hour.  This is not acceptable for this community to see their access stopped or delayed multiple times per hour every day even for the few seconds suggested by AAF in their discussions of rail crossing delays. 



3. Fire Rescue and Emergency Services-  While the Fire Rescue station is located on the resident side of the railroad tracks, the hospitals which are the closest are on the east side of the tracks in Sebastian (about 5 minutes),  Indian River Medical (about 30 minutes), Palm Bay Hospital (about 15 minutes) and Melbourne Holmes (about 30 minutes).  The backup Fire Rescue support for this community is from Grant Valkaria and that facility is also on the west side of the tracks.  Using the alternate routes- Micco Road and Babcock Street, would add 30 minutes to the emergency service response or the ambulance travel to the nearest available hospital which would be on the west side of the rail.  The communities of Sebastian and Grant Valkaria would likely be under the same derailment situation due to their proximity and would certainly be under the same evacuation orders in the case of a hazardous incident, making rescue service virtually impossible for Barefoot Bay.  Emergency response delays due to existing rail service are a constant concern for residents in our community who rely heavily on the medical services of the Fire Rescue Unit.  In October there were 67 ill and injured calls for the Fire Rescue and 3 fire calls from residents.  In September, the number was 78 ill and injured calls.  I do not know how the Railroad Authority can tell those people that their service will consist of ambulance care only and they cannot be transported to a local hospital for life saving care because another train is crossing the tracks- whether it is another 45 minute long train delay or a reported ‘fast train’ that may only be a few minutes from crossing gate decent to when it is again safe to proceed to the hospital. The total number of times that these crossings will be closed is at least 3 per hour and that is not acceptable given the frequency of calls for emergency service.  These numbers represent a population that does not include the ‘snow birds’ who are also requiring emergency care with a similar frequency. The concerns about adding 32 high speed trains daily to this already dangerous situation are understandable and should be considered before any acceptance of a plan to cause further deterioration of the quality of life that is expected and is due the residents. 



4. Maintenance costs- the information is sketchy at this point- primarily because AAF has not made a complete disclosure as to who bears the costs of the upgrades, quiet zones and the ongoing maintenance of the crossings.  The current understanding is that Brevard County residents will pay for the annual maintenance costs which are estimated to be double and triple the current maintenance costs which every resident pays through county taxes.  Concessions about one year of service do not eliminate the fact that there will be a significant increase in the taxation to support the maintenance of the rail crossings.  There is no possible way to justify these additional taxes for a community that receives no additional benefit and sees only the detrimental consequences of the AAF proposal.





5. Quality of life- The community of Barefoot Bay has the right to expect reasonable safety and a quality of life that is not consistent with the plans of the AAF proposal for high speed rail service.  Throughout this area, there has been no concern shown by AAF for existing businesses and the detrimental effect of constant and frequent rail traffic separating the businessman from his customers- at least one high speed train every thirty minutes from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  The community is based on a peaceful, non-urban lifestyle- a choice that was made when they selected their retirement location.   Younger residents rely on ease of access to highways for work, shopping, business and schools for their children.  Nothing that AAF has proposed through their town meetings, Homeowner meetings, Environmental Impact Statement or financial statements has indicated that they intend to be good neighbors, good stewards of the environment or considerate of the lives of those communities that are severely impacted due to their anticipated private financial gain with this private enterprise.  Any time a new business, commercial or industrial, a new development plan or any change in the existing environment is considered, an independent study is done to determine the costs of the proposal in land, water, air, and life quality standards.  AAF has managed to bypass and ignore all independent studies and offered this flawed self-directed Environmental Impact Statement as the full support for their private venture.  Crossings were not studied completely, adjacent structures were not addressed as to probable structural and material deterioration and the safety of the existing communities was completely ignored.  Some areas of concern are hard to measure- will manatees, dolphins, fish and birds leave our area and will endangered lands be permanently altered?  Will business be able to relocate to continue to operate successfully?  Will churches, medical facilities, libraries, schools and emergency providers be able to find a way to work around the changes forced on them by the AAF proposal?  Will AAF maintain the 32 high speed passenger trains and 14 long freight trains or do their plans currently include adding freight trains to the current single and proposed double tracks adding even more delays and danger to our community?  These are questions that were not addressed in the EIS, by the conversations with residents at meetings and through the newspaper and television programing.   There has not been enough study done to allow an educated decision to be made.   Allowing this AAF proposal to continue, knowing the detrimental effect to the  environment, endangered lands and to the quality of life in our communities is not reversible and should not be permitted.  

Thank you for your consideration of my concerns.

Louise Crouse                                                                                                                                                                             808 Sapodilla Drive                                                                                                                                                                 Barefoot Bay, Florida  32976                                                                                                                                                                   Phone 772-663-0314
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From: Kevin.Thompson@dot.gov
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Subject: Fw: AAF Letter of Concern
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 8:55:56 AM
Attachments: Joan Baumberger Letter of Concern.PDF

John -- another letter for the record 

Kevin F. Thompson 
Associate Administrator, Communications and Legislative Affairs 
Federal Railroad Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. W31-326 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
Office:  202-366-1299 
Cell:       202-309-6403 
Email:    kevin.f.thompson@dot.gov 
  
 
 
From: Patriarca Jr., Carmen (FRA) 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 08:41 AM
To: Thompson, Kevin (FRA) 
Subject: AAF Letter of Concern 
 
Hi Kevin,
We received this in the mail yesterday and wanted to make sure it got into the right hands for
 handling.
Let me know if you need anything from the Region.
Thanks,
Carmen

mailto:Kevin.Thompson@dot.gov
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov







From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF Letter to Governor Scott
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 1:26:49 PM
Attachments: Governor"s letter 11 20 2014.docx

 
 

From: Suzie Smith [mailto:vertricesue@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 12:59 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: AAF Letter to Governor Scott
 
 

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment

November 20, 2014



Governor Rick Scott

400 S. Monroe Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

www.flgov.com



Dear Governor Scott, 

On November 15, at 10:15 A.M. I arrived at my hairdresser’s salon on Orange Avenue in Fort Pierce, Florida. Just as I parked, a train horn blew and the gates came down. I looked at the train, noted the time on my watch and walked five stores down to the shop. Because I was early, I stepped out to watch the train go by. As I watched with another gentleman, he began counting the box cars are they slowly traveled the tracks, a short distance from US 1. He counted out 63 WALMART trucks/box cars and I continued to watch as train car after train car followed by a large number of tank cars, followed by XTHL cars (?), followed by empty cars. As I stood there I suddenly heard a loud explosive sound indicating the train on down the track by now had “coupled”, “uncoupled” or ‘switched tracks”. Actually, I have no idea what caused such a loud noise. Then, the train stopped dead center of the downtown street, blocking cars from going anywhere. 

Some cars did manage to wiggle out of the line of stopped traffic by moving slightly back and forth and cutting the wheels until they were able to maneuver out of the now long-line of traffic. 

The train had been going slowly as I watched it and now it stopped and blocked traffic from both US1 and Orange Avenue. It was in this lull that I began to think. This one train had stopped otherwise moving traffic in the center of downtown Fort Pierce for twenty-three minutes (23). Where was this mentioned in the FRA/EIS? I could find it nowhere.

In my mind I put together a little syllogistic pattern. Nothing much, just a simple logical assessment. I determined if one FEC train could stop a major thoroughfare in downtown Fort Pierce for twenty-three minutes, what would happen when many more trains used this track? Would, I wondered, more trains mean more delays? Would those in the eastside traffic continue to be delayed more than one-third of an hour with so many trains using these rails? Common Sense tells us that, indeed, the tracks, the trains, and the traffic would intersect in a most negative manner destroying access to our historical town. 

FRA/EIS has not been entirely fair to the citizens of the Treasure Coast. Keona Gardner in a recent article published on November 15, in the St. Lucie News Tribune notes “the impact statement characterized the county as ‘low density residential and undeveloped lands,’ which stands in stark contrast to the government buildings, private businesses and city marina in downtown Fort Pierce, where the proposed rail would run. Significant negative effects would be borne upon these uses by the additional trips.’” The first statement is contradictory of the second. How can these trains have a “negative effect” on low density residential and undeveloped lands”? Clearly, the FRA did not analyze the area before commenting on it. Shame on FRA for repeating standard comments and shame on AAF for hiring consultants who did “analyze” the Treasure Coast and Fort Pierce.

Governor, I saw the negative effects. I stood a few feet from the train and wondered aloud to others who watched with me, “How is this possible?”

In my wildest dreams I never imagined such entities such as AAF, FRA and my own state government setting out to destroy communities while touting growth in wealthier communities where freight will arrive to be carried north. The Treasure Coast will not survive this travesty. 

My wildest dreams, Governor, have become waking nightmares. You and the legislature can ameliorate this situation. You can find ways and means to keep our communities intact. I only hope you have the wisdom to do so. I am asking you to use logic, intellect, and common sense where the TREASURE COAST is concerned.

Sincerely,



Suzie Smith

2400 South Ocean Drive

4300A

Fort Pierce, FL 34949

vertricesue@yahoo.com



Copies:

Mayor Linda Hudson, lhudsoncity-ftpierce.com

Mark Satterlee, AICP Director Planning and Development Services,satterleem@stlicieco.org 

Representative Pat Murphy, http//patrickmurphy.house.gov/

Senator Joe Negron, negron.joe.webflsenate.gov

John Winkle, john.winkle@dot.Gov

Florida NOT All Aboard, floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF proposal
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:04:21 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Dick Tuschick [mailto:dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 4:55 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: jmrfl@aol.com; Beth Simkins; James Arnold and Joanna Masi
Subject: AAF proposal

Dear Mr. Winkle,

The passenger train service as proposed by AAF will be a disaster to our community.

The bridge closings as proposed by the AAF organization will be disastrous from a health, safety and financial
 standpoint to all of us that navigate this waterway.

I believe we, thousands of us, as american citizens, have a right to safe unobstructed navigation of this waterway. If
 implemented as AAF proposed, our access to this waterway will be severely obstructed to the point of being a
 hazard to safe navigation.

Given the volume of traffic, particularly on weekends and during peak periods, backups at the railroad bridge will
 significant and accidents are bound to happen as a result.

More importantly, we must recognize the risk to the general population of having over 150 train crossings with over
 50 trains per day. It is ludicrous to think that you can superimpose this kind of traffic in a densely populated
 corridor and not have catastrophic results in terms of accidents and fatalities.

The impact that this proposal will have on our Stuart community is virtually catastrophic. We have a downtown area
 right next to the tracks with thousands of pedestrians walking across the tracks to reach the downtown not to
 mention the car traffic. Closing these crossings as often as planned will virtually kill the downtown area.

Our main hospital is also located close to the tracks and access to the hospital will be substantially impaired. When
 minutes are critical to a life….these trains will cause deaths….

One corporation cannot be allowed to cause this kind of disruption and danger to the general population just for the
 sake of profit.

Please help us to keep this waterway open for safe navigation and keep our community safe from this unnecessary
 safety risk and financial disaster that will ensue.

No one needs this passenger service and the price to be paid by the general population that will be affected is far to
 great to allow corporate greed to take priority.

Thank you for your efforts on our behalf.

Dick Tuschick
dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com
Cell: 772-486-2250

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com




From: Bonanti, Christopher
To: AAF_Comments_Reply
Subject: FW: AAF resolution
Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2014 3:04:48 PM
Attachments: 14-046R.pdf

We believe this should be included as well.
 
Christopher Bonanti | All Aboard Florida
305.520.2347 | Christopher.Bonanti@allaboardflorida.com | www.allaboardflorida.com
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE: The information contained in this transmission is privileged
 and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named
 above. No addressee should forward, print, copy, or otherwise reproduce this message in any
 manner that would allow it to be viewed by any individual not originally listed as a recipient.
 If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
 unauthorized disclosure, dissemination, distribution, copying of this transmission or the
 taking of any action in reliance on the information herein is strictly prohibited. If you have
 received this transmission in error, please immediately reply to sender that you have received
 this communication in error and then delete it. Thank you.

mailto:Christopher.Bonanti@allaboardflorida.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6f443a89df8149c4949d741a40776144-AAF_Comment
mailto:Christopher.Bonanti@allaboardflorida.com
http://www.allaboardflorida.com/



RESOLUTION #14-046R 


A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF OSCEOLA COUNTY IN SUPPORT •OF 'THE PROPOSED "ALL 
ABOARD FLORIDA" PRIVATELY OWNED, OPERATED AND 
MAINTAINED IN;TERC- , ' , PASSENGER RAIL' SERVICE 
BETWEEN SOUTH 'FLORIDA AND CENTRAL FLORIDA BEING 
DEVELOPED' BY FLORIDA EAST COAST INDUSTkIES, LLC; 
AND FURTHER URGING THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION AND OTHER REGULATORY/FUNDING 
AGENCIES Ti SUPPORT THE PROJECT AS, NECESSARY.• 


WHEREAS the Central Florida region is the most visited region' in the State of Florida and the 
Greater Orlando Airport is one of the4piisiesrin the United States; and 


WHEREAS, Downtown Miami is South Florida's'largest, 'most utilized transit-oriented 
neighborhood, featuring'.  the State's largest employment center, a growing high-density residential 
;corruntinity, major cultural and entertainment destinations, and an existing premium transit infrastructure; 
and 


WHEREAS, despite these facts, neither, "Central Florida 'Mir South Florida are currently served 
, direetly by regional or intrastate passenger rail; and 


WHEREAS, Florida East Coast Industries, Inc., owners' of thbFEC corridor; has announced plans 
to develop privately . owned, operated and maintained passenger rail service 'between South Florida and 
Central Florida, with stops In Miami ;  Fort Lauderdale, West Palm Beach and Orlando; and 


WHEREAS;  the OSCEOIA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS finds that 
this proposed service is consistent with and furthers the State's goal to have options for travelers to move 
between Central-and ,Sbuth Florida. 


NOW, THEIZEFORE,. BE,  IT RESOLVFIYBY,'THE BOARD .OF , COUNTY.  COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE COUNTY OF OSCEOLA, FLORIDA. 


Section 1. 	The recitals are true and correct and are adopted by reference and incorporated as 
if fully set forth in this Section., 


Section 2. 	THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, OF THE COUNTY OF 
OSCEOLA supports the .proposed "All Aboard Florida" privately owned, operated and maintained 
passenger rail iservice between South Florida and Central Florida being developed by Florida East Coast 
Industries; LLC. 


Section 3. 	THE BOARD OF COUNTY commissioNERs of the COUNTY of 
OSCEOLA urges' the Florida Department of Transportation and other regulatory/funding agencies to 
support the project as necessary. 







OF OSCE0400 	,F),ORIDA 


an 


ATTEST: 
OSCEOLA COUNTY CLERK OF THE BOARD 


By: 	-.7.4}1/triir 
Clerk/ Deputy  Cleilof thaioard 


As authorized for execution at the Board of 
County  Commissioners meeting  of 


05-05_ ity  
kolu4--.01,*)11-Ota 


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 







From: michael.j.cole@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF Routing
Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 4:23:10 PM

 
 
Michael Cole
Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications and Legislative Affairs
Federal Railroad Administration
Tel (Direct):   202-493-1306
Cell:             202-450-7599
Fax:             202-493-6068
michael.j.cole@dot.gov 
 
Rail – Moving America Forward
The Federal Railroad Administration’s mission is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient movement of people and goods for
 a strong America, now and in the future.
 
Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter
 
From: Wally Walentiny [mailto:walpatone@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 23, 2014 4:20 PM
To: AAF_comment@vhb.com
Subject: AAF Routing
 
The environmental impact statement and related studies if there were any, don't really take
 into account the feelings of residents of cities faced with this train wreck, that is about to
 grossly affect our lives, property and environment. The only sensible solution  is to move the
 high speed tracks out west in vacant land or on the right away of with other rail tracks. If and
 when this project fails, there won't be more negative problems for the residents and cities in
 the path of this pending disaster.
  All the proposed money that AAF is expecting cities and counties to lay out to maintain their
 crossings and quiet zones, is a cost that AAF should have included in their project plans. The
 idea that we all are to be subjected to the noise, interruptions and safety problems generated
 by AAF is absurd and gutsy. The feeling is that the rail road wants to expand into a high
 speed rail system and we are expected to accept it as a benefit to our economy and
 convenience. 
 
 Mr. Vernon Walentiny
 Port St Lucie, Fl 

mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
http://www.facebook.com/USDOTFRA/
http://www.twitter.com/usdotfra


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF Train Comments and Issues
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:14:27 PM

 
 

From: Dean Baumgartner [mailto:deanbaumgartner@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 1:01 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: FW: AAF Train Comments and Issues
 
Train will cause terrible impact on our Community!  AAF prepared documents were biases, false, and
 omitted the actual cost to our environment, our community, our health, our safety, our welfare. 
 
Consider alternative TRAIN ROUTE… same result, less impact!  I don’t oppose have trains in
 Florida, but increasing the impact on our busiest most populated areas in absolute nuts  I do
 oppose trains in the center of our coastal towns.
We’ve all read the wonderful (not) news about the  All Aboard Florida proposal to send 16 more
 trains through the most densely populated areas of our counties each day between 6am  and 9pm
 in addition to the already 7 freight trains moving through our town presently.   Why?  It just does
 not make sense, the mess created with freight traffic already causes bottlenecks.  Would it not be
 more advantageous to move the All Aboard Florida rail usage to either along the interstate highway,
 the turnpike, or the CSX line that moves through Indiantown and the western rail  corridor of our
 county?     The Florida East Coast railway was located where it would produce the most economic
 good a century ago.  Today the eastern rail  location is an economic burden, an environmental
 hazard, a maritime disaster for boat traffic.   Businesses, residential communities, Vehicular traffic,
 marine traffic, and even ambulances seeking routes to the hospital will all be seriously and
 negatively impacted by high speed rail moving through the small downtowns of East Coast Florida.  
 There will be no trains stopping along our communities, there is no rationale for us to be impacted
 by needless congestions.   The goal is to connect Orlando to Miami, then why not take a more direct
 route with the least repercussion on larger residential areas? Consider alternative TRAIN ROUTES …
 meeting same goal, with less impact!
 
We have a 10 year old in elementary school, Frequently we are late to
 school now because of trains and the long lines of traffic waiting for the
 train to pass.  There is no other route between our home and the school
 that does not require a train crossing.    Even with the now freight trains,
 we have seen
Respectfully,
 
Dean Baumgartner
Home address:  20 Banyan Road Stuart, FL 34996
 
 

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF
Date: Friday, October 24, 2014 3:39:14 PM

 
 

From: Danielle Ohanesian [mailto:deohanesian@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2014 3:38 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: towncouncil@jupiter.fl.us
Subject: AAF
 
I am not opposed to the railroad having used it as my major source of transportation in queens
 and NYC, which is why I chose to live there, commuter friendly. However, the treasure
 coast was governed by various political parties over the years who have, and do to this day
 STILL, continue to overbuild florida's treasure coast without asking for any input from the
 new generations of residents who have now made this their home.That being said, residents
 have adapted to the way of life with the railroad as it currently exists, limited freight. Along
 the Treasure Coast, most developments were and are still built purely with giving as many
 homes waterfront access as possible. The east coast was built for luxury. This being said,
 with the increased freight from Panama Canal expansion along with the impending addition
 of tourist trains, traffic will continue to become increasingly burdensome. With the increase in
 traffic, there will be an increase of emissions from car and truck exhaust fumes, thus
 diminishing the green benefits that trains have to offer. Plus, NO LOCAL STOPS are even
 planned for most of the coast which will bear the burden. WE DIDNT MOVE HERE TO
 COMMUTE. I believe a median ground must be established. Freight goes west and high
 speed tourist trains stay on the east coast. Freight trains traversing the ancient bridges along
 the treasure coast will bring an eminent risk of derailment and pollution from spills would be
 a tremendous loss to our environmentally sensitive waterways. With the freight moved west
 we will still be able to use our shorelines, marine navigation will not be held up much more
 than they already are, we will retain our access to hospitals, police and first responders, and
 traffic will move more easily as the tourism trains will move at a much faster pace. Freight
 must move west or halt the AAF project altogether. I would like to believe that existing
 resident taxpayers are more important than a private, for profit train for TOURISTS.
Thank you.
Danielle Ohanesian 
Jupiter

Sent from my iPad

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 11:59:49 AM

 
 

From: Danielle Ohanesian [mailto:deohanesian@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 9:17 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA); towncouncil@jupiter.fl.us
Subject: AAF
 
I am not opposed to the railroad having used it as my major source of transportation in queens
 and NYC, which is why I chose to live there, commuter friendly. However, the treasure
 coast was governed by various political parties over the years who have, and do to this day
 STILL, continue to overbuild florida's treasure coast without asking for any input from the
 new generations of residents who have now made this their home.That being said, residents
 have adapted to the way of life with the railroad as it currently exists, limited freight. With the
 increased freight from Panama Canal expansion along with the impending addition of tourist
 trains, traffic will continue to become increasingly burdensome. With the increase in traffic,
 there will be an increase of emissions from car and truck exhaust fumes, thus diminishing the
 green benefits that trains have to offer. Plus, NO LOCAL STOPS are even planned for most
 of the coast which will bear the burden. WE DIDNT MOVE HERE TO COMMUTE. We
 already have train access 10 minutes away. I believe a middle ground must be established.
 Freight trains traversing the ancient bridges along the treasure coast will bring an imminent
 risk of derailment and pollution from spills would be a tremendous loss to our
 environmentally sensitive waterways. With the freight moved west we will still be able to use
 our shorelines, marine navigation will not be held up much more than they already are, we
 will retain our access to hospitals, police and first responders, and traffic will move more
 easily as the tourism trains will move at a much faster pace. Freight must moved west or
 halt the AAF project altogether. I would like to believe that existing resident taxpayers are
 more important than a private, for profit train for TOURISTS.
Thank you.
Danielle Ohanesian 
Jupiter

Sent from my iPad

Sent from my iPad
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From: Sal Pelle
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AAF
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 10:48:51 AM

As per the message we sent to Ms. Mayfield, my wife and I are absolutely opposed to
 AAF coming to the Treasure coast communities.  I read recently that there is a push
 to bring a stop to the Treasure coast.  But nevertheless, we still oppose it for all the
 reasons stated below.  We do not need this additional traffic tie-ups, noise, wait
 times, etc. in our bedroom community here in Vero Beach.  As I’ve mentioned, why
 isn’t another option looked at, at that is to place these tracks further inland, west of
 I95, which is quite rural, and would not have much of an impact on businesses and
 residences along the coast.
 
I hope this comment helps in combatting this effort.
 
Thanks for your time,
 
Sal Pelle
6015 Venetto Way
Vero Beach, FL
 
From: Sal Pelle [mailto:salpelle6015@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2014 9:24 AM
To: 'debbie.mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov'
Subject: AAF
 
Dear Ms. Mayfield,
 
I would like to express my opinion regarding the planned All Aboard Florida project. 
 My wife and I live in Vero Beach, for the last 4 years, moving from New Jersey in
 2010.
We chose this area of Florida because of the serene atmosphere compared with
 other parts of the state.
 
We are completely AGAINST this project.  More trains traveling through this little
 town, and others on the Treasure Coast would great harm the way of life for all the
 reasons mentioned in the press; many more crossing delays, high speeds creating
 more noise, issues with emergency vehicles getting through, too many bridge
 closures, etc.  This doesn’t even mention the fact that the Treasure Coast will not
 benefit one iota from these trains…..no stops!
I understand that there are other tracks west of I95 which could handle this traffic. 
 Why not use these? 
 
We will continue to oppose these trains traveling through our communities, no matter
 what mitigation may result. 
 
Thanks for your time.
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Sal and Eve Pelle
Vero Beach residents



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AFF EIS & FRA
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 10:45:09 AM

 
 

From: Clouse, Arthur (FRA) 
Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2014 10:08 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Rusk, Kenneth (FRA); R3_RA_DRA
Subject: FW: AFF EIS & FRA
 
John.
In the past, I’ve received similar correspondence from Mr. Tallant directly and request that you reply
 to his All Aboard Florida High-Speed Rail Passenger System concerns, as outlined below.  I am not
 familiar with EIS report particulars and hope that you can properly address his concerns.  Please
 advise.   
 
Your Safety is First and Foremost
 
Arthur L. Clouse
 
Office of Railroad Safety
arthur.clouse@dot.gov
202 230 9569
 

From: Joel Tallant [mailto:chef@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 5:12 PM
To: Clouse, Arthur (FRA)
Subject: AFF EIS & FRA
 
  Good Evening Arthur,
                                        On Friday I received a copy of the EIS that the FRA did for All Aboard
 Florida High Speed Passenger Rail system from Orlando to Miami, Florida. There are several
 issues I have with this report and would like to see these issues properly addressed. Below are
 just a few of my initial concerns with this report.
 
QUESTIONS ABOUT EIS FOR AAF SEPT 2014
 

1. No where can I find in the EIS showing  the results of : " Buildings where Rayleigh waves
 would cause structural damage." As just using the term "vibrations" does not cover
 everything accredited to all vibrations in a whole. No where in the EIS  does it address
 the Rayleigh waves. Why? Explain.

2. What geographical land type was used in the study to determine the impact of the
 vibrations/Rayleigh waves from the trains passing by?

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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3. Where there any distinctions made on the type, age and conditions of the structures in
 close proximity to the train tracks? And if so, what?

4. In the Summary of the EIS it states( page S-18)," The Project would have no direct or
 indirect effects  ( noise, vibration or change in setting) to the historic resources located
 adjacent to the N-S Corridor. " This is NOT AT ALL the case, there is historic properties
 directly adjacent to the N-S Corridor in Indian River County alone not to mention the
 other counties affected.

5. What if any will be done to mitigate these issues with the areas that will be impacted by
 the vibrations/Rayleigh waves from the High-Speed trains and increased freight train
 traffic?

6. In Rayleigh surface waves the particle motion has both horizontal and vertical
 components. No where is this discussed in the EIS. The problem to find out a low-cost
 method to install barrier walls against train-induced ground vibrations has been under
 investigation. The purpose is to isolate buildings from the traveling Rayleigh surface
 waves. This usually happens when the soil consists of soft layers of clay. Such places are
 locating very often in coastal places, where the soil originates from the sea bottom
 sediments or erosion sludge conveyed by rivers. One promising work method is sheet-
piling, in which case the barrier has to be composed of sheet-pile wall with soft isolation
 layer at its building side. The purpose of the wall is to reduce the amount of soil masses
 to be removed and also to support the isolation layer. Isolation material could be air
 cushion or granular material like artificial gravel. The installation work can be carried
 out by computer controlled boom system, which allows drive the pile wall in prescribed
 inclination angle. The boom is equipped with an integrated gripper-driver unit and may
 belong to an excavator with track wheels or it may be mounted  on a customized
 wagon. By changing cyclically the bucket and sheet piler, the work process can run in
 piling-digging-layering-filling phases semi-automatically, where the operator assists
 changes from one internally automatic task to a next one.  

7. In all of the material it shows that the trains will be traveling at a distance of 50 feet
 from structures, this is not the case in most cities along the Treasure coast.  In Figure
 4.2.2-4 the AAF EIS shows Locomotive Powered Passenger or Freight trains traveling at
 50 mph. However, with existing speeds of the freight trains that travel along the N-S
 Corridor at 54.2 mph, no where does it show what the impact of the High-Speed train
 traveling at 103.34 mph through Indian River County, 93.38 mph in St. Lucie Co. and
 76.96 mph in Martin Co. Why? Explain.            

 
In the paperwork it states that a gentlemen by the name of John Winkle from  the FRA room
 W38-31 will be handling all comments with regards to this report. However, based on the
 severe oversight of these issues not being initially addressed I am left with concerns that
 these issues will be addressed.
 
 



Sincerely,

Joel L Tallant Sr.
chef@hotmail.com
Phoenix Vero Beach, LLC
772.538.7670

PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE
The information contained in this e-mail 
transmission is confidential and private;
it is intended to be disclosed only to the
individual(s) to whom it is addressed. Any
other person who reads, uses and/or 
discloses the information it contains may be
violating Federal and/or State law, and the 
rights of the sender and the intended recipient(s).
If this e-mail has been transmitted to you in
error, please immediately destroy it and
notify the sender of the mistaken transmission 
by e-mail, fax or telephone. Thank you.
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AFF passenger rail
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 4:06:58 PM

Another potential repeat.
 

From: bonnie merritt [mailto:merritt2011@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 4:04 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: AAF
Subject: AFF passenger rail
 
I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida passenger rail project and the Draft
 Environmental Impact Statement they have forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration
 for review and comment. 
 
The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as "will be
 mitigated."  No remedies are discussed for important issues like noise, vibration, air quality,
 construction staging or the impact more freight and 32 passenger trains will have on ;our
 natural habitats and wildlife.  There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into
 accepting their plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as the
 South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people believe there is nothing we
 can do to resolve their concerns.  That sentiment has been used by AAF to limit comments
 and promise local officials concessions and/or stations "sometime in the future."
 
The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior residents.  This
 means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east parts of my neighborhood from
 western portions.  This is a serious impediment to the delivery of emergency services. 
 Neighbors will be separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will be
 limited by increased delays at crossings. 
 
Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high speed trains, PLUS 16 to
 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level to the roadway (grade level)( and we have an
 accident waiting to happen. 
 
Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St. Sebastian River
 railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its right-of-way.  While the bridge may be
 in the right-of-way, the tracks are being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the
 Little Hollywood community.  Among the issues "to be mitigated" are the impacts of bridge
 construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an endangered species. 
 The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-along issue.  No mention is made concerning its
 use as a watershed by the St. Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary
 of - and included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of national
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 importance and in critical need of restoration. 
 
Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and on one
 rides it.  It's called Amtrack. 
 
I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft Environmental Statement
 and tell All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify
 this proposal.  Better yet, tell them to move their trains west.  Florida voters approved an
 amendment to the state's constitution in 2000 authorizing a high speed "bullet" train
 adjacent to Florida's Turnpike. 
 
Sincerely
 
Bonnie & Clayton Merritt
809 Sapodilla Drive
Barefoot Bay, Florida 32976
 
 
 



From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Against All Board Florida Form Orlando To Miami
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 2:02:52 PM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 

From: Stuart Gollinger [mailto:jerigo@att.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 3:27 PM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: Against All Board Florida Form Orlando To Miami
 
http://youtu.be/Q_W6-IT_Y5Y
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: AGAINST
Date: Thursday, December 4, 2014 11:07:54 AM

This one doesn't mention AAF, but I'm assuming it is.

-----Original Message-----
From: Ann Pyne [mailto:apyne@earthlink.net]
Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2014 8:57 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: AGAINST

I live at 26 Riverview Road.  It is on the inland waterway and my property value and my experience of my property
 will be ruilned by this train.  For us now and in the future for our children.
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All A Board Florida - Passenger Rail Project
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 1:18:29 PM

This may be a duplicate.
 

From: Silva, Michelle (FRA) 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:54 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: FW: All A Board Florida - Passenger Rail Project
 
 
 
From: Michael Manley [mailto:zmmanley@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:50 PM
To: Silva, Michelle (FRA); Robinson, Nathan (FTA)
Subject: All A Board Florida - Passenger Rail Project
 
Hello Mr. Robinson, et. al.

I hope this email is addressed to the correct individual and/or department; however, if not
 please forward to the appropriate individuals.

I live approximately 300 yards from the East Coast Railway track in Jensen Beach, FL so I
 have first hand, daily knowledge of the impact the 18 or so freight trains have on my
 neighborhood.  I can also tell you that I have met no one that is remotely in favor of this
 project.  There is overwhelming negativity, which will only serve to incite the public going
 forward, if this project becomes a reality.

Do you for one minute believe that this project is not viewed as an indemnified profit
 opportunity for wealthy investors to shuttle people between Disney and the gambling
 operations in South Florida?  How can the government, federal and state be engaged to
 entertain financial guarantees to protect the investment of wealthy individuals who are
 looking for more money and power.

Consider the following...let investors commit their capital, completely at risk and without any
 commitment from public taxes, legal protections and other government sponsored benefits
 hedging against financial under performance.  If investors can justify the project down the
 road, even after they contend with the legal contests that are eminent them so be it.  If the
 project under performs, it may be for sale and the public tax based can enter a bid to purchase
 the failed investment funded by those solely interested in the upside but not the downside of
 such a project.

If they want to place wagers in a market driven economy - the opportunities afforded them by
 a capitalistic system, then so does the tax base.  Furthermore, who is interested or positioned
 to bail out or subsidize the tax payers.

Ask you self....would you personally take the deal they are offering tax payers (all the
 downside attached).  Let's put their equity capital at risk and see if they are so enthusiastic to
 play capitalism on a level playing field.
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Time for accountability!!
 

M. Manley, CFA

(772) 341-0514



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: All Aboard Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 4:44:57 PM

From: Carolyn Zytaruk-Dugger [mailto:carolyn@edplusa.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 08:32 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: Winkle, John (FRA) 
Subject: All Aboard Environmental Impact Statement 

John,
I strongly support the AIA Treasure Coast review of the All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact
 Statement.
Regards,

--
Carolyn Zytaruk-Dugger, OAA, Assoc. AIA
Director of Operations

Edward Dugger + Associates, P.A.
Consultants in Architectural Acoustics
AA 26000667

We've Moved! Please note our new address!
1239 SE Indian Street, Suite 103
Stuart, FL 34997

Office: (772) 286-8351 x102
Fax: (772) 600-3613
Mobile: (772) 631-5310

carolyn@edplusa.com
www.edplusa.com
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard FL
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 7:38:56 AM

 
 

From: Lewis Horn [mailto:hornl@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Sunday, November 23, 2014 8:00 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard FL
 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
I FULLY SUPPORT the All Aboard Florida initiatives.  Florida needs transportation
 options, and this is a key gateway to making this a reality.  The FEC tracks are where
 this needs to be.  At one time, we had passenger rail on these tracks, and it can be
 done again.  In fact, we would like to see local rail service on these tracks between
 Jupiter and Cocoa.  I believe that this will help improve the states transportation
 infrastructure, and reduce cars on our overloaded highways.
 
There are some opposition groups North of Palm Beach County that use fear tactics
 to scare people into believing that this is an evil thing.  The fact is the train will not
 damage the area, as there is a track there now, and there were dual tracks before. 
 These people purchased bargain properties near a mainline railroad, and that is the
 bottom line.  It is their building boom that damaged wetlands, etc, not the train. 
 Henry Flagler laid the tracks over a hundred years ago way before these people built,
 or were even born.  DO NOT ALLOW private interests to interfere with helping
 Florida's economy, and helping to manage growth and congestion.  Please support
 the All Aboard Florida project, and other rail projects to bring Florida into the future!
 
Lewis Horn
6314 Ocean Drive
Margate, FL 33063
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From: Sandra Raynor
To: AAF_comments@vhb.com; John.Winkle@DOT.Gov; USCGD7DPBPublicComment@uscg.mil
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: Fw: All Aboard FL
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:08:56 PM

Subject: All Aboard FL

 
This is to advise you that we are vehemently opposed to having the train come through Martin
 County as currently planned.  Our opposition is primarily because of its negative impact on
 our quality of life.  This impact includes, but is not limited to:
    1) the negative impact on our residents by blocking access to Martin Memorial Hospital and
 the majority of our physician offices
    2) the negative impact on our access to local stores and businesses – 32 trains a day!!
    3) the negative impact during emergencies such as hurricane evacuation routes
    4) the negative impact on our traffic
    5) the higher risk to residents caused by high-speed trains in an already congested area
 
A much wiser plan would be locating the tracks in the western part of Martin County.  In 10
 years from now, residents will look back and realize that the western route was the right
 choice.
Thank you.
 
A. Clark Raynor, M.D.
Sandra J. Raynor

mailto:raynor1@bellsouth.net
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard FL
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:34:51 PM

 
 

From: Doc [mailto:wildwest8@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 12:28 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard FL
 
Dear Sir:
 
As a 13 year resident of Stuart I am VERY much AGAINST the plans to run additional trains on 
 already non-trestled tracks that even now present constant slowdowns and traffic  congestion
 throughout the day and night, as well as noise and horns blaring.
 
I personally see no need for a route that only serves those who originate in a handful of stations and
 provides no benefit, and only additional inconvenience, to the majority of resident along the route.
 
I think, that saying that it will only be a 60 second of window of inconvenience at crossings must be
 quite conservative and disingenuous.  It takes longer than that to close and open the gates and I can
 only imagine how far in advance that they are going to have to close, given the high speed that
 these trains are suppose to be travelling.
 
I see no benefit at all for most of the people negatively impacted by these plans.  I am DEFINITELY
 AGAINST the plan s to run this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dorothy DeLalio
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florid, EIS not available at Library(s) Treasure Coast
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2014 1:35:13 PM

 
 
From: Charles Sisco [mailto:environresources@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2014 9:47 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florid, EIS not available at Library(s) Treasure Coast
 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal DOT   Railroad
RE: All Aboard Florida EIS
As you know EPA and CEQ guidelines require the public to have
access to federal documents under NEPA in a Timely Manner, in order
that any response can be timely, legitimate and informed to the federal agency, their legal
 recourse and adequate changes made to the NEPA document vs. federal findings or FONZi in
 this case.
First, DOT has violated NEPA on many levels. First of which was a failure to have adequate
 hearings and public input during the NEPA process of "Scoping" prior to writing the EIS. As
 required by NEPA law, scoping is intended to flesh out ideas, alternatives and address
 opposition/support points to incorporate into the EIS PRIOR TO drafting the EIS.
Second, DOT issues a simple EA for the track section from Miami to West Palm Beach, thus
 fracturing the EIS process for the entire track proposal to Orlando.   Separating numerous
 EAs into multiple sections has been found illegal by  several court decisions.
Third, in checking with numerous library systems along the Treasure Coast, none currently
 have copies of the EIS nor supporting documents for review. This again is a violation of
 public input guidelines spelled out by court decisions and CEQ regarding informed decisions
 by a federal lead agency.
We are putting DOT and AAF and URS, that a 30 day notice of intent to file suit under NEPA
 is now being reviewed by several coalitions that oppose the current AAF rail route, route
 speeds and impacts and findings by URS under DOT guidelines. Please send copies of the
 EIS, EAs, supporting documents to all library systems and their pilot library locations in
 sufficient number to all the public to review the EIS and make timely comments.  We request
 a copy of the EIS be sent to
 
Charles Sisco
Environmental Resources\
2740 SW MArtin Downs Blvd  #350
Palm City FL  34990
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.
Charles Sisco
Environmental REsources
Palm City FL  34990
 
cc:  Rep Patrick Murphy
       Sen. Nelson
       FL Sen. Negron
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida - Docket # USCG 2014 0937
Date: Friday, November 14, 2014 7:27:45 AM

It looks like he sent this to the wrong email address.
 
From: Jim Tracey [mailto:windance99@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 5:39 PM
To: USCGD7DPBPublicComment@uscg.mil; AAFcomments@vhb.com; Winkle, John (FRA);
 pmccallister@yourvoiceweekly.com
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida - Docket # USCG 2014 0937
 
RE: Docket # USCG 2014 0937
Re: St Lucie River at Stuart
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I offer the following in response to the proposed tripling of daily Florida East Coast Railway
 (FECR) train traffic through Stuart, Florida.
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_East_Coast_Railway
 
The Florida East Coast Railway (FECR) is a Class 2 railroad (revenues greater than $37.4
 million but less than $433.2 million) operating in the U.S. state of Florida and since 2007 has
 been a subsidiary of NY Based Railroad Acquisition Holdings, LLC, itself a subsidiary of NY
 Based Fortress Investment Group, LLC. 
 
FECR proposes to run 32 passenger trains, daily, from Miami to Orlando (16 in each
 direction).  This Miami-to-Orlando route mirrors what would have been the second leg of the
 faster high speed train that Gov. Rick Scott killed last year, mainly due to concern about
 taxpayers being stuck with future costs and that too few people would ride it.
 
Others have addressed the negative impacts on the downtown Stuart commercial and safety
 issues; including critically timely access to the emergency room at Martin Memorial
 Hospital.
 
Here, however, I would like to point out some obvious concerns from a resident and boater's
 point of view. My comments are primarily related to what I view as Florida East Coast
 Railroad's "spin" in an attempt to minimize some of the significantly negative impacts of
 this proposal.                       
                                                                                  
As for boating related concerns for Stuart area residents:
 
#1 Issue - Old, antiquated railroad bridge
Fact - The railroad bridge across the St. Lucie River at Stuart is approaching 100 years old.
Opinion - what impact will tripling train traffic over the bridge have on bridge integrity and
 maintenance/repair closures;  32 more train crossings per day (almost 1,000 more crossings
 per month) in addition to the current freight traffic of 14 to 20 freight trains per day (call it 17
 per day or 510 per month) = grand total of 1500 trains per month or 18,000 per year. 
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For a preview of what may be in store at some point see this article from the Florida Times-
Union on the FECR bridge in Jacksonville. A broken pinion gear has caused substantial
 disruption since September.  http://jacksonville.com/news/metro/2014-09-18/story/florida-
east-coast-rail-bridge-downtown-jacksonville-now-has-limited  also 
 https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2002/10/23/02-27031/drawbridge-operation-
regulations-florida-east-coast-railroad-bridge-st-johns-river-jacksonville-fl
 
 
 How long and how well can this old bridge hold up to the dramatically increased traffic and
 its impact on the integrity of the structure and its moving parts?  The FECR has openly stated
 it's too expensive to replace (see next item). What engineering and safety studies have been
 done on the impact of that traffic level on that aged bridge? What happens if the bridge
 fails. If it failed, it would likely be "failed" in the down position. Train traffic may continue
 between repair closures, vehicular traffic over the adjacent roadway bridge would continue
 unimpeded.....but boats would be trapped in or out of their berthing slips or unable to cross
 the state on the Okeechobee Waterway. The JAX RR bridge is currently scheduled to be
 completely in the down position for a full week http://www.waterwayguide.com/waterway-
updates/nav/SJR/3372/FL-Jacksonville-FEC-RR-Bridge-closures-New-Update?
utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News-and-Navigation-
Blasts&utm_content=CWU-11-13-2014-final
          
#2 Issue - Trains MUST slow well before the bridge
Fact - Trains cannot approach until assured the bridge is fully and safely in the down position.
Opinion - Thus, the passenger trains will slow north or south of the single tracks as the freight
 trains currently do, often to a crawl or stop, when traveling the approximately through the
 north shore communities, over the bridge, through downtown Stuart, and at least as far as
 MLK Avenue, and vice versa in the northbound direction.
What effect will this have on nearby street crossings as one slows or stops, only to have to
 slowly accelerate again? There are 10 street crossings between these two points. If you go to
 "Google Earth" around Dixie Highway in Stuart, you'll see
1) where the double tracks merge into a single track at Witham Field, near Monterey Rd to the
 south of the bridge; only 1 mile north of the Indian Street grade crossing, and
2) just north of Dixie Hwy and Savannah Rd to the North of the bridge, about 1.5 miles north
 of the bridge.
Trains wait at these double tracks for other trains to clear before proceeding. There are
 10 street grading crossings between these two points.
 
#3 Issue - The single-track bridge will not be replaced!
Fact - The TC Palm reports that Jose Gonzalez, a VP of Florida East Coast Railroad,
 acknowledged that the current bridge across the St Lucie River in Stuart is too narrow to add
 a second track, and too expensive to replace.
 http://www.trainorders.com/discussion/read.php?4,3207735
Opinion- A single track with this much traffic will quite possibly require the bridge to
 remain down for extended periods or with short intervals between lowering at times.
 Northbound and southbound trains may occasionally coincide in their scheduled arrival at the
 bridge, requiring lengthy closures as each train waits its turn at a siding.  Here's a video by TC
 Palm of time lapse photography showing a 45 minute closure to pass 2 trains over the Stuart
 bridge.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D-hInjP5dH8. 
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#4 Issue - Usage of the term "FAST TRAINS" is irrelevant to the problem.
Fact -  Mr. Gonzalez, VP of Florida East Coast, argues that the "FAST TRAINS" would not
 require the bridge to be down as long as current freight trains. He states the bridge usually
 goes down about ten minutes before a train (highly disputed), stays down during the 15 mph
 passage, then rises.
Opinion -  The term "FAST TRAINS", as it relates to the context of crossing the bridge, is
 basically irrelevant, if not intentionally misleading. As noted above, even the "fast trains"
 will have to slow to a crawl (or 15 mph max.) and thus, will cross as slowly as the freight
 trains.
 
The fact that the passenger trains are shorter in length than freight trains will reduce,
 somewhat, the time it takes the passenger trains to physically traverse the bridge structure
 and approach track. But a shorter train does not shorten the bridge closure lead time, the time
 it takes for the bridge to physically close, nor the bridge raising time, no matter how fast that
 "Fast Train" train could travel on an unrestricted stretch of track.
 
 
#5 Issue - The length of time this drawbridge is down is substantially longer than Mr.
 Gonzalez (VP, FECR) states above.
Fact - From Code of Federal Regulations, Vol. 1, 7/1/2009, Drawbridge Operations and
 Regulations.................
 (c) Florida East Coast Railroad bridge, mile 7.4 at Stuart. The draw shall operate as follows:
(1) The bridge is not constantly tended.(2) The draw is normally in the fully open position,
 displaying flashing green lights to indicate that vessels may pass.(3) When a train approaches
 the bridge, the navigation lights go to flashing red and a horn sounds four blasts, pauses, and
 then repeats four blasts. After an eight minute delay, the draw lowers and locks, providing the
 scanning equipment reveals nothing under the draw. The draw remains down for a period of
 eight minutes or while the approach track circuit is occupied.  (4) After the train has cleared,
 the draw opens and the lights return to flashing green.
Opinion - It is not my intent to "quibble" about train transit time but the time is substantially
 longer than Mr. Gonzalez would have us believe. This speaks to a "veracity" issue. Doing the
 math as per the above federal regulations is ....
      -- paragraph (3), 8 minute delay before the RR bridge lowers
      -- then the time it takes for the bridge to lower
      -- then another 8 minutes while the "approach track is occupied" (presumably transit of the
 1 to 1 1/2 miles of single track in either direction)
      -- then the time for the train to clear (traverse) the bridge structure
      -- then the time for the bridge to be raised and boat traffic cleared to pass......but wait.
Not only is this time elapsed substantially longer than Mr. Gonzalez tries to imply, but it does
 not account for the time it takes to then, subsequently,  raise the adjacent vehicular
 drawbridge. This bridge remains closed whenever the RR bridge is closed, to prevent boats
 from entering from the west and getting "trapped" in the very small space between the RR
 bridge and vehicular bridge. Once the RR bridge is raised, then the vehicular bridge can begin
 its own cycle of stopping vehicular traffic and raising the bridge to allow boats to pass.
 
#6 Issue - The railroad bridge is a "choke" point for boat traffic.
Fact - The narrow boating channel through the railroad bridge and the adjacent vehicular
 drawbridge is inherently dangerous. Maneuvering room on the east side is extremely limited
 and tidal flows make maintaining a safe position very challenging at times. Particularly on
 weekends, this is a  high boat-traffic area (large cruising vessels and small recreational boats)



 at the highly utilized cross-state Okeechobee Canal access with many boats also attracted
 by several marinas in close proximity.
Opinion - Undoubtedly the U.S. Coast Guard will contemplate this boating safety concern. As
 boats approach from the east, they rarely stand off in more open waters east of the Rt. 1 high
 rise bridge while waiting for a bridge opening. Boats calling for an opening east of the high
 rise bridge are advised by the bridge operator to close the distance before he starts raising in
 order to minimize the time that vehicular traffic is stopped by raising the bridge. They quite
 naturally pass under the Rt. 1 high rise bridge to get within reasonable distance for a transit at
 bridge opening.  This puts them into the confined, "waiting room" between the Rt. 1 high rise
 bridge and the railroad bridge. This confined space, combined with 32 more lengthy waits
 and an accumulating number of boats competing for limited space in a fast tidal flow is a
 nautical "pile-up" waiting to happen.
 
#6 Issue - Passenger rail service already exists between Orlando and Miami 
Fact - Amtrak has been providing passenger rail service between Orlando and Miami for
 years. http://www.amtrak.com/silver-service-palmetto-train
Opinion - it would seem to be of no small interest to taxpayers, residents and the USCG to
 weigh the costs to the public (intrinsic and extrinsic) of this redundant passenger rail service
 by FECR, when perfectly viable, federal-tax-dollar-funded passenger rail service already
 exists between Orlando and Miami. This rail passenger traffic utilizes tracks west of I95,
 which has no negative impact on local maritime activity.
 
Excerpts below are from  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/03/all-aboard-
florida_n_4040567.html
 
"The state currently is spending about $118 million to put Amtrak service on FEC tracks
 between West Palm Beach and Jacksonville by 2015."
 "Currently, Amtrak runs from Miami to Jacksonville on CSX tracks that veer northwest from
 West Palm Beach to Orlando, then northeast to Jacksonville."
 "The FEC last carried passengers in 1968."
 "In the 1980s, the state approached the FEC about using its tracks when Tri-Rail was created
 to offset congestion while I-95 was widened. But the FEC refused to allow passenger trains
 because it wanted freight to be its top priority. So the state instead bought a 72-mile stretch of
 the CSX tracks, most of which run west of I-95."
 
Apparently , after forcing state expenditures for that CSX track acquisition, all of a sudden
 FECR no longer considers freight to a priority?
 
In summary.....
 
I would respectfully inquire:
 
1. Can FERC unequivocally demonstrate to the USCG that there would be no negative impact
 on maritime activity in terms of boater safety and traffic flow. If not, what extent of marine
 activity disruption is acceptable to the USCG?
 
2. Can FERC demonstrate (engineering study) to the USCG that the near 100 year old bridge
 is not likely to present a current or future hazard or serious impediment to marine traffic
 with the increased train volume over it? If not, what are USCG's contingency plans for a
 Jacksonville type, months long repair of the bridge?
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3. Can FERC demonstrate to the USCG a compelling "public interest" (not private financial
 interest) justification that, despite the fact that Amtrak currently provides Orlando to Miami
 rail passenger service, the marine problems or resident safety concerns related to this proposal
 are overridden by arguments in favor of this duplicative rail service?
 
For your reference here is the FERC's current freight train schedule as of Sept. 29, 2014 
 http://www.fecrwy.com/intermodal-customers/train-schedule.
 
Finally, these issues and all the other concerns expressed by Stuart residents and businesses
 are not unique to just Stuart. The FERC track drawbridge crossings at the New River in Fort
 Lauderdale and the Loxahatchee River in Jupiter present similar problems. http://articles.sun-
sentinel.com/2014-02-07/news/fl-railroad-drawbridge-boats-20140209_1_freight-trains-more-
trains-passenger
    
Respectfully submitted,
            
Jim Tracey
Licensed USCG Captain (OUPV)
Palm City, FL.
e-mail - windance99@aol.com
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida - Relocation Request
Date: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 7:11:21 AM

 
 
From: Daniel Robins [mailto:drobins@lyfebankohio.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 6:11 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Iangowski@rubio.senate.gov;
 CongressmanPartick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; rpremuroso@pbgfl.com; ejablin@pbgfl.com;
 jrusso@pbgfl.com; mtinsley@pbgfl.com; dlevy@pbgfl.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida - Relocation Request
 
John;
 
I an from Columbus, Ohio and have become a snow bird within the past 40 days and
 purchased a second home in the Evergrene community in Palm Beach Gardens, FL. 
 Evergrene is a Audubon International community with nature preserves and many
 species of wild birds and wild animals.  
 
My new home is located within 100 yards of the train tracks that travel North and
 South along Alternate A!A. We were misled by the prior owner and her realtor about
 the disruption that the train causes.  The current train comes by around 20 times a
 day and the entire home shakes.  It is causing us sleepless nights. Further, we intend
 to have many friends come visit us, but we are apprehensive and frankly
 embarrassed of this train.
 
Needless to say, this is not the snow bird lifestyle we signed up for.
 
It seems absurd in this day and age that a freight train disrupts such a high end
 residential community in Northern Palm Beach County and in Jupiter.  I have been
 told that other train tracks exist West around 5 miles that this train and the new high
 speed passenger train could travel on.  Should there be any additional cost
 associated with the relocation of the current train and new proposed passenger train,
 I would be happy to support a sales tax increase where funds would be restricted to
 pay for the relocation of both freight and passenger trains  and any rental fees
 associated with that.
 
I am not against private business and am in favor of the high speed passenger train,
 however running that through a growing high density upscale community like Palm
 Beach Gardens makes no sense for the following reasons:
 
1. Noise 
2. Vibration
3. Safety concerns if the high speed rail jumps the tracks and crashes into homes or
 vehicles on the road.
4. Delay at rail road crossing for first responders be they ambulance/ems or fire.
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The solution is relocation and allowing the folks who benefit from relocation finance
 any additional costs associated with the relocation.
 
Yes, the railroad tracks have been here for 100 years or so.  Yes, that rail/land is
 privately owned and when it was built, this area was not developed.  However, things
 change and this area is booming.  It is reasonable to relocate this train and it must be
 done.  It is one privately owned business that is disrupting an entire community of tax
 paying citizens who have moved to this area to enjoy nature, golf, weather and good
 times.  The train is a real downer to that enjoyment.
 
Move this train now!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
Please call me to discuss ASAP at (614) 206-1631 as I would be delighted to fly into
 Washington D.C and meet with you face to face and testify as to how upset I am with
 this train coming through my back yard 20 times a day.
 
Daniel S. Robins
winter address:
623 Castle Drive
Palm Beach Gardens, FL
33410
-- 
Daniel S. Robins, CEO
 
Web Site:
 
lyfebankohio.com
 
YouTube Channel:
 
http://www.youtube.com/user/LyfebankOhio?feature=mhee

LyfeBank Ohio
2404 E. Main Street
Columbus, Ohio 43209

office: (614) 545-3555 x3
fax: (800) 695-6344
cell: (614) 206-1631
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida (AAF) Intercity Passenger Rail Project DEIS
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 1:44:53 PM
Attachments: All Aboard Letter.docx

-----Original Message-----
From: jnbobb@juno.com [mailto:jnbobb@juno.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 11:40 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida (AAF) Intercity Passenger Rail Project DEIS

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I am a resident of Stuart, Florida and the President of the Harborage Yacht Master Homeowners Association (HOA).
 Attached is a letter containing my comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Study prepared for the All Aboard
 Florida Rail Project.

Regards,

John Bobb
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Mr. John Winkle

November 14, 2014

Page 2

John Bobb

975 NW Flagler Avenue, #406

Stuart, FL 34994



November 14, 2014

Mr. John Winkle

Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311

Washington, DC 20590



Dear Mr. Winkle:

I am a resident of Stuart, Florida and the President of the Harborage Yacht Master Homeowners Association (HOA).  The Harborage Yacht Club and Condominiums are situated on the east side of the Florida East Coast Railroad (RR) Tracks between two crossings 3,000 feet apart between Fern Street and Alice Avenue.  Our condominium buildings are a scant 79 feet from the tracks.  We will be irreparably harmed by the All Aboard Florida (AAF) Intercity Passenger Rail Project unless current plans are amended to require realignment of the rail tracks west of I-95. If, as most Treasure Coast residents suspect, this proposal has already been rejected, the Federal Railroad Administration should require AAF to make all crossings within the City of Stuart safe and quiet. 

I have examined the Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) prepared for AAF and believe it falls far short in its analysis of Martin County and the City of Stuart.

I do not believe the DEIS adequately addresses our community’s concerns with respect to crossing safety, noise pollution, train vibrations, emergency response times and disruption of marine navigation by the change in operations of a bascule bridge almost 100 years old. I believe DEIS understates the navigational use of the St. Lucie River under the RR bridge. Marine Traffic, exiting marinas, yacht builders, repair facilities, brokerages, and private docks were under counted.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Stuart RR Bridge was built in 1920’s.  The track segment through downtown Stuart is the only segment within the project limits that will remain single tracked. The more than threefold increase in train whistle noise pollution and vibrations will adversely impact neighborhoods on each side of downtown Stuart. I believe the effect of increased bridge openings on automobile traffic delays are not fully addressed in DEIS ── the Report only evaluated traffic at two intersections, SE Monterey Road and Colorado/SE Dixie Highway. Fern Street, Alice Avenue and other crossings to the south of the City were not evaluated. On a recent Saturday morning, a freight train stopped across both the Fern Street and Alice Avenue crossings blocked access for over an hour.

The Harborage has 129 two and three bedroom condos and three offices, with residents of all ages. Delays in securing emergency services as both entrances are closed for trains measurably undermine our emergency response times; increased train whistles and vibrations will degrade our quality of life and make our property virtually unsaleable.  AAF should move to and share the existing right of way that already offers passenger service to Orlando.  At the very least, safety and quiet zones should be required for Fern Street and Alice Avenue.  Federal highway sound barriers would be required for far less densely populated areas. 

Last, there is no justification for a Federal loan guarantee for a project that will ultimately degrade this community and the Treasure Coast. If it is going to happen, let it be private money and private guarantees.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

John Bobb



From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida Analysis
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:30:56 PM
Attachments: THE TRUTH ABOUT BIG CHOO-CHOO-v2.pdf

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 
From: Christopher Lewis [mailto:clewis8144@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, September 27, 2014 9:33 PM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida Analysis
 

Christopher Lewis
The Entertainment Group

4570 NE Indian River Drive
Jensen Beach, FL 34957

772-225-1663 - 772-214-6688 cell
FRA - Office of Public Affairs: 
            Please take note that we in Martin County, Florida absolutely DO NOT
 see any advantage to the All Aboard Florida tourist railroad plan and hope that
 you deny the project promoters any portion of the Federal funds available for
 high speed rail. The project will destroy the tranquility of the place we call
 home. 
            Please take the time to read the attached analysis of the plan and its
 affects on us, Florida residents.
Thank you for your time, sincerely, Christopher Lewis
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THE TRUTH ABOUT BIG CHOO-CHOO  


        


What’s behind All Aboard Florida 
 


by Christopher Lewis 
 
 


Christopher Lewis is a documentary filmmaker, consultant, and 
admitted lifelong rail-fan who lives within a football field’s 
distance from the Florida East Coast Railway in Jensen Beach, 
Florida. 


 
 
 
 
To hear the promoters tell it, Floridians have long wanted a new, convenient, 
cost-effective and environmentally friendly way to travel between South Florida 
and the tourist attractions of Orlando. Finally, they promise, All Aboard Florida 
will give them what they really want. 
 
Opponents are calling the idea; "Big Choo-Choo", depicting it as a “house-
shaking, dish-rattling behemoth” with yellow eyes and gritted teeth that will snarl 
traffic and threaten the lives of unwary pedestrians, the perfect example of "big 
government” waste, bail-outs and failed "public-private partnerships." 
 
Who is right? That depends on who you talk to.  
 
Armed with the facts, however, we each need to make up our own minds. That’s 
important because, if  “Big Choo-Choo” steams ahead, it’s sure to bring big 
changes to Florida – one way or the other. Here are some facts. 
 


THE PLAN 
 
All Aboard Florida plans to build “a new, convenient, cost-effective and 
environmentally friendly way to travel” between South and Central Florida by 
creating high-speed passenger service linking Miami, Fort Lauderdale, West 
Palm Beach and the Orlando International Airport by train. 
 
They plan to accomplish this utilizing 195 miles of the Florida East Coast 
Railway’s existing freight main line between Miami and Cocoa, Florida, and 
building forty miles of brand new track that will run parallel to State Road 528 
from Cocoa to a proposed new transportation hub at the Orlando International 
Airport. 
 







In addition, they plan to build four new stations/retail shopping centers located in 
the downtowns of Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach, and at Orlando 
airport’s South Terminal.  
 
Projected travel time between Orlando and South Florida on All Aboard Florida 
trains is approximately three hours. 
 
The passenger service is proposed to offer regularly scheduled, hourly service 
throughout the day, as many as twenty-four or more trains per day. 
 
The estimated cost of the rail infrastructure - that is, stations and the new track 
infrastructure it will build - is estimated to be $1.5 billion paid for by a Railroad 
Rehabilitation and Improvement low-interest loan the company is seeking from 
the Federal Railroad Administration. 
 
All Aboard Florida claims they will be privately owned, operated and maintained 
“with zero risk to Florida’s taxpayers”.  
 


THE PLAYERS 
 
To understand any new project or idea, it first helps to understand the people 
behind it. 
 
The All Aboard Florida project is “owned” and funded by Fortress Investment 
Group, LLC, a highly diversified Wall Street global investment firm. 
 
The stations and some of the project’s infrastructure are to be designed and built 
by Florida East Coast Industries, LLC, one of Florida's oldest and largest 
commercial real estate developers. Headquartered in Coral Gables, it too is 
owned by Fortress Investment Group. 
 
The tracks over which part of the proposed route will run are owned by Florida 
East Coast Railway, one of Florida’s first and most historic railroads, which is 
also a Fortress property. 
 
You’d think that All Aboard Florida – being basically a railroad – would be the 
brainchild of – and run by - railroaders. Not so. The majority of All Aboard 
Florida’s current management team has no experience in the railroad business at 
all, especially in the specialized field of passenger rail. 
 
Prior to joining All Aboard Florida in 2013, President and Chief Operating Officer 
Donald C. Robinson served as President of Baha Mar Resorts Ltd., a resort hotel 
developer. Before that, he was a senior executive for The Walt Disney Company 
for three decades.  
 
P. Michael Reininger, President and Chief Development Officer, has developed 
several major projects with subsidiaries of The Walt Disney Company.  
 
Julie Edwards, Chief Marketing Officer, developed strategic partnerships and 
lead cross marketing efforts at Walt Disney Parks and Resorts.  
 







Scott Sanders, Executive Vice President of Development and Construction, 
served as Senior Vice President of Design and Construction for MGM Hospitality.  
 
All Aboard Florida executives primarily hail from the resorts and hospitality 
industry. 
 
The Fortress Investment Group has no operating experience in railroading either.  
 
Fact is, the Florida East Coast Railway is just one of several rail transportation 
properties that have been acquired by Fortress recently, just another investment 
in the portfolio of a highly diversified, global Wall Street firm with approximately 
$62.5 billion in assets. Headquartered in Manhattan, none of Fortress’ directors 
have any direct connection to railroading, or to Florida. 
 
So, the first question you have to ask yourself is;  “Does this Company, and the 
team they’ve assembled, have the ability to actually design and build a 
passenger railroad”? 
 
Certainly, a Wall Street investment firm with $62.5 billion in assets has the ability 
to raise a mere $1.5 billion to fund the project, especially when the federal 
government is footing the bill. 
 
But, can the team they’ve assembled really achieve the goal set for them? Is the 
goal even realistic? And, fundamentally, is it really needed? 
 


SOME HISTORY 
 
Is there a demand for a high-speed passenger train connecting Orlando and 
Miami? 
 
To begin with, there is already passenger rail service between Miami and 
Orlando, and those trains also serve Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach on a 
daily basis.  
 
Amtrak’s trains # 91, 92, 97 & 98 make the journey twice a day, each way, every 
day, a distance of 265 miles with an average speed of 41 miles per hour. Using a 
different route than All Aboard Florida proposes, Amtrak runs over CSX Railroad 
tracks at a leisurely travel time of six and a half hours, a lot slower and less often 
than the proposed AAF schedule of three hours, twenty-four trains a day.  
 
More on that later. 
 
Now, if you’ve lived in Florida for any length of time you might recall the Florida 
Fun Train? The idea of providing frequent, cost-effective, passenger rail service 
for tourists between central and south Florida is nothing new.  
 
A dedicated train specifically designed for tourists was initially launched with 
great fanfare on October 15, 1997. It was the brainchild of Allen Harper, whose 
idea it was to create a train designed to move tourists from beach destinations to 
Central Florida’s theme parks at $45 to $59 a trip.  
 







 
It was a bad omen when, on August 1, 1998, just an hour into its inaugural trip, 
the train smashed into a tow truck, killing the truck’s driver.   
 
Ultimately, the Fun Train was undercapitalized, could not get approval to end its 
ride in downtown Orlando thus causing riders to take a bus to the theme parks, 
and finally reported a net loss of $9.9 million. On September 17, 1998, after 
gushing red ink for two years, the Fun-Train shut down and left hundreds of  
customers scrambling for refunds.   
 
Although Robert B. Ledoux, Florida East Coast Railways’ Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel, assured this reporter that AAF has done a ridership study, 
and that the Fortress Group firmly believes there is demand “or they would not be 
spending money on the project”, one still wonders what has fundamentally 
changed since the Fun Train went bankrupt sixteen years ago?  


Consider this… 
 
Would it not be simpler… with less impact to the environment, and less capitol 
investment… to either (a) add more Amtrak trains between Miami and Orlando 
on the current CSX route, or (b) extend and expand Miami’s Tri-Rail service on 
CSX tracks into Orlando? 
 
No need to build forty miles of brand new rail infrastructure. No need to turn the 
freight-only Florida East Coast into a high-speed passengers line. Fact is, the 
tracks and service already exist to accomplish All Aboard Florida’s goals, just not 
over the Fortress Investment Group’s property. 
 
History tells us…. 
 
For decades leading up to 1971, when Amtrak was formed, American railroads 
scrambled to get rid of their passenger service, preferring instead to concentrate 
on where the money was, hauling freight. Any seasoned railroader will tell you – 
just ask Allen Harper - passenger service is a sure way to “gush red ink”! 
 
Today’s Amtrak only proves that. America’s national passenger rail service 
needed $1.4 billion in subsidies from Congress in 2012 just to operate, and that 
number grows every year. 
 
On the local level, municipalities across the nation funnel millions upon millions of 
dollars into their regional passenger rail operations. Not one ‘commuter line’ I 
know of generates a profit. 
 
Even most ‘tourist’ railroads run on a volunteer basis – and still lose money. 
 
So, you owe it to yourself to ask, why on earth would any successful Wall Street 
private equity firm – dedicated to making money for its investors – choose to 
enter the guaranteed-to-lose-money passenger rail business?  
 
 


 







IMPLAMENTING THE PLAN 
 
All Aboard Florida estimates that it will cost 1.5 billion dollars to implement their 
plan - not a penny of which, they say, will be paid for by Florida taxpayers.  
 
They plan to raise the bulk of the money by petitioning for part of the 8 billion in 
federal, low-interest funds promised for high-speed rail construction by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
 
What will that billion and a half dollars buy, and what will it cost? 
 
The major hurdle facing AAF – as I see it - will be building the forty miles of new 
railroad they propose that will parallel the Florida Beachline Expressway from 
Cocoa, Florida to the planned transportation hub outside Orlando. 
 
Second will be upgrading 195 miles of existing freight railroad from Cocoa to 
Miami. 
 
The slam-dunk should be constructing the four stations/shopping plazas 
envisioned along the route. 
 
As explained by FEC’s general counsel, Robert Ledoux, it will be done through a 
complicated deal careful not to mix the proposed federal funds with Florida East 
Coast Railway capital. Here’s technically how it should work: 
 
The new Right of Way between Cocoa and Orlando will be owned by the Florida 
Department of Transportation. All Aboard Florida has an agreement with FDOT 
for the right to install track and operate trains along the corridor. That track would 
be owned by Fortress, through AAF, who could possibly deed it to the Florida 
East Coast Railway in the future, as opponents speculate. Ledoux will not 
comment on speculation, but says “FEC was not part of the negotiations for the 
528 corridor and does not know the terms” of their agreement. 
 
Currently there are no plans to run freights along the proposed new high-speed 
rail corridor across Central Florida. 
 
The part of the route between Cocoa and Miami on Florida East Coast’s busy 
freight mainline – running through Florida’s coastal towns and cities - is another 
matter altogether. 
 
Along that 195 miles of the route, All Aboard Florida has been granted an 
easement to operate passenger trains on FEC’s tracks, and – here’s the 
interesting part – “the right to build their own track on the corridor as well”.  


Time for a quick lesson on operating a railroad….  


According to their website, All Aboard Florida passenger trains will travel at an 
average speed of 60 mph - a maximum speed of 79 mph in South Florida and 
rising as high as 125 mph over the proposed new right-of-way from Cocoa to 
Orlando. 
 







But we’ve done our own calculations. If a train were to make the trip on their 
proposed route of 235 miles in three hours… it would actually have to average 
88.3 miles per hour. Technically All Aboard Florida is proposing a “high-speed” 
passenger train… much like Japan’s “Bullet Train”. 
 
Is this even possible, given the basic fact that the Florida East Coast Railway is 
‘single tracked’ and its freight trains average only 30 miles per hour? How do you 
mix 30 mile per hour freights with 90 mile an hour passenger trains on the same 
track? 
 
An efficient, high-speed passenger railroad carrying high traffic volume usually 
operates on ‘double track’, two tracks laid side by side, each carrying traffic in the 
opposite direction. This avoids the time-consuming and potentially dangerous 
task of one train waiting in a siding for another to pass. 
 
Take Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor - dedicated double, and sometimes quadruple 
track, with no road crossings that runs from Boston to Washington, DC. It’s the 
fastest stretch of railroad in America. Amtrak's Acela Express can travel up to 
150 miles per hour on a short stretch in New England, but the train's average 
speed is considerably less. On the 319-mile leg between Philadelphia and 
Boston, including stops, the Acela averages only about 64 miles per hour. 


In order for All Aboard Florida to meet its projections, part of the billion and a half 
dollars will go to pay for double tracking FEC’s entire 195 miles of railroad from 
Cocoa to Miami - which, at the least, is a daunting construction project – but 
would also be a real windfall in federal stimulus dollars for FEC.  


 


      
                   Single tracked FEC                                    The Northeast Corridor 


 
FEC officials will tell you ‘double-tracking” is no big deal. The FEC has been 
double tracked in the past and there’s currently ample room for a second track, 
according to Robert Ledoux. “AAF will need to do minor work to FECRR existing 
tracks to allow them to be rated for the higher speeds they want to operate.” 


But building new tracks alongside the current mainline would, once again, be a 
major construction undertaking that would change the very face of South Florida. 


 







 


So, under the All Aboard Florida plan Federal stimulus funds will pay for building 
the new second track, as well as upgrading the existing track on Florida East 
Coasts’ mainline, which will then host both FEC’s fright trains and AAF’s 
passenger trains. 


This construction project will literally double the capacity of a large chunk of the 
Florida East Coast Railway - a huge gift to the Fortress Investment Group from 
Uncle Sam.  


We’ll talk about the Panama Canal later!  
 


SAFETY 


Assuming, in this day and age of governmental regulation and environmental 
concern, that the Fortress Group can even conjure up the lobbying power to 
secure all the permits needed to build such an ambitious project, then there’s 
always the matter of safety. 


One of the cornerstones of a high-speed railroad is that its tracks are basically 
isolated from automobile and pedestrian traffic. This is accomplished by building 
under and overpasses at grade crossings, and barriers along the right-of-way to 
protect pedestrians.  


 
A typical ‘isolated’ double track right-of-way  


FECs’ Ledoux admits “No, there are no underpasses or overpasses in the plan.” 
When asked about fencing and/or sound walls to isolate the mainline from 
trespassers and noise pollution he said; “AAF will need to respond to you about 
fencing”. 


Correct me if I’m wrong, but even in Disney’s Magic Kingdom guests aren’t 
allowed to wonder onto the tracks on Big Thunder Mountain…  


One wonders, how carefully has this billion and a half dollar plan really been 
thought through? 


 







 


AFFECTS 


 
Should All Aboard Florida’s high-speed passenger trains actually start running, 
how would the project affect Florida?  
 
Well, let’s take a look at just Martin County – about 25 miles of small to medium 
sized communities running along the Atlantic shoreline a hundred miles north of 
Miami.  
 
All Aboard Florida promises – “a boost of $500 million a year in the State’s  
production of goods and services over the first five years, ongoing at $150 million 
a year after that…” 
 
“Thousands of direct jobs during construction and implementation…” 
 
And “$200 million in tax revenues for state and local governments through 2021”. 
 
True, as Robert Ledoux explains, the Florida East Coast is taxed by the State on 
an apportionment basis - on how much traffic it hauls – “which will increase 
significantly when AAF completes construction.”  


“On the freight side”, he adds, “the added train capacity will allow improved 
service to our current customers in Martin County” 


True, it should, but nowhere on their website does it actually say how they’ve 
arrived at these figures. These may simply be big, broad ‘guesstimations’.  
 
As for the construction jobs, what part of that 1.5 billion will actually benefit 
Floridians?  
 
Railroad construction is a highly specialized business, one that today’s railroads 
rarely do themselves. The job of building and maintaining track is generally hired 
out to construction companies that specialize in the field. 
 
These companies rely on highly skilled workers and specialized equipment that 
they simply move from project to project across the country as needed. AAF is 
vague about what percentage, if any, of their budget will actually go to Floridians. 
 
All Aboard officials have also vowed to upgrade safety measures at road 
crossings by installing more gates, flashing lights and other "safety measures" 
required to establish no-horn-blowing "quiet zones." 
    
Even AAF’s opponents agree, that would help, but they point out the obvious… 
the increased number of fast trains zipping up and down the line would still snarl 
traffic, create more gridlock, increase emergency response time, and be a 
nightmare for recreational boaters who rely on the railroad bridges along the line 
to be open if they are to have access to the states’ waterways.  
 







But, the biggest negative to Martin County residents, as I see it, is the fact that 
we won’t be able to take advantage of the new passenger service… without 
driving forty or more miles to the nearest station in West Palm Beach. 
 
All Aboard Florida trains will be blowing by us at a proposed 90 miles an hour, 
and all we’ll get to do is watch! 


 
CONCLUSION 


 
In my considered opinion, the All Aboard Florida passenger train concept is ill 
conceived and flawed. I also believe it has little chance of seeing completion 
because such large and invasive construction projects fly in the face today’s 
environmental concerns.  
 
If it is pushed through, however, like the Florida Fun Train before it, I believe the 
high-speed passenger rail service will eventually fail for these simple reasons; 
 


A similar rail passenger service already exists on Amtrak. 
 


 A dedicated tourist passenger train between Miami and Orlando has failed 
in the recent past.  


 
There is no real, demonstrated DEMAND for any additional service. 


 
SPECULATION 


 
Now, I’ve got no insider information, no crystal ball, no way to get into someone 
else’s head – and what I propose here is simply conjecture, but… I’ve been trying 
like mad to figure out why a successful Wall Street investment firm is so hell-bent 
on getting into the money-losing passenger rail business. 
 
But what if - I was a successful Wall Street investment manager sitting in my air-
conditioned office forty-six stories above Avenue Of The Americas in Manhattan 
– and I had 62.5 billion dollars to play with?  
 
I’m watching the TV and on comes a news story about the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Obama is handing out eight billion dollars to 
railroads around the country, and all they have to do is build a high-speed train. 
 
Then I remember, somewhere, bundled-up in one of my portfolios somewhere, I 
actually own a railroad - down there in Florida, I think?   
 
You can almost hear the wheels turning! “Free money? Let’s get in on that 
action”. 
 
I make some calls, commission a quiet study or two, and when the results come 
in it reads something like this: “Passenger railroad - Risky venture. Expensive 
investment. Been tried before and failed. No market demand – but if you had 
more tracks to carry more trains, maybe you could grab the bulk of that new 
Panama Canal traffic?”  
 







That’s right, the Panama Canal widening is slated to conclude by 2015, we own 
the only tracks into the Port of Miami and Fort Lauderdale - and our freight traffic 
is projected to double in a few years. 
  
So, I make a call to someone at that railroad somewhere down there in Florida, 
run the idea of a passenger train and one and a half billion dollars by them, and 
get a cool response on the passenger train. “But I like the idea of double-tracking 
the railroad. We’ll look into it.” 


 
Of course, this is all conjecture… FEC’s Ledoux calls my idea “Ridiculous”, but 
doesn’t it sound like a bet any Wall Street tycoon would take? Especially when 
they can use Uncle Sam’s money. 


 
SUGGESTION 


 
 
Here’s my humble suggestion to the Florida East Coast Railway company - if 
you’re REALLY dying to get into the passenger rail business. 
 
Buy yourselves eight or ten train-sets. Plunk down simple passenger platforms 
trackside near the population centers along your mainline and run trains up and 
down from Jacksonville to Miami on three or four hour intervals. 
 
You’ll definitely lose money, but at least it won’t cost a billion and a half… and 
you’ll be providing a real service for those of us who you call neighbors.  
 
You’ll be improving our communities… by taking automobile traffic off of crowded  
I-95… enabling us to hop the train to Miami for a ball game… or Daytona for a 
car race. We’ll be able to comfortably travel to St. Augustine on vacation… or 
Fort Lauderdale for the Boat Show. 
 
I’d say, concentrate on what the company’s name implies, and what you’ve been 
doing successfully now for 119 years, serving Florida’s east coast.  
 
After all, you’re not the Florida East Coast & Orlando Railroad, not yet anyway…  
… but then, there’s always that traffic from the Panama Canal. It’s pretty 
tempting! 
 


THE END 
 
 
 
 
 


We supplied All Aboard Florida’s Public Affairs Manager, Ali 
Soule, with an early draft of this article for her comments and 
corrections. She never responded. 
 


 
You can contact the author at: CLewis8144@aol.com 







From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida Analysis
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 7:12:56 AM
Attachments: THE TRUTH ABOUT BIG CHOO-CHOO-v2.pdf

 
 

From: Silva, Michelle (FRA) 
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2014 6:54 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida Analysis
 
 
 
From: Christopher Lewis [mailto:clewis8144@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, September 27, 2014 9:22 PM
To: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida Analysis
 
 

Christopher Lewis
The Entertainment Group

4570 NE Indian River Drive
Jensen Beach, FL 34957

772-225-1663 - 772-214-6688 cell

Dear Chief Counsel: 
            Please take note that we in Martin County, Florida absolutely DO NOT see any
 advantage to the All Aboard Florida tourist railroad plan and hope that you deny the project
 promoters any portion of the Federal funds available for high speed rail. The project will
 destroy the tranquility of the place we call home. 
            Please take the time to read the attached analysis of the plan and its affects on us,
 Florida residents.
Thank you for your time, sincerely, Christopher Lewis
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
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https://mail.aol.com/IM/?sn=clewis8144&locale=en-us&pd=0



 
THE TRUTH ABOUT BIG CHOO-CHOO  


        


What’s behind All Aboard Florida 
 


by Christopher Lewis 
 
 


Christopher Lewis is a documentary filmmaker, consultant, and 
admitted lifelong rail-fan who lives within a football field’s 
distance from the Florida East Coast Railway in Jensen Beach, 
Florida. 


 
 
 
 
To hear the promoters tell it, Floridians have long wanted a new, convenient, 
cost-effective and environmentally friendly way to travel between South Florida 
and the tourist attractions of Orlando. Finally, they promise, All Aboard Florida 
will give them what they really want. 
 
Opponents are calling the idea; "Big Choo-Choo", depicting it as a “house-
shaking, dish-rattling behemoth” with yellow eyes and gritted teeth that will snarl 
traffic and threaten the lives of unwary pedestrians, the perfect example of "big 
government” waste, bail-outs and failed "public-private partnerships." 
 
Who is right? That depends on who you talk to.  
 
Armed with the facts, however, we each need to make up our own minds. That’s 
important because, if  “Big Choo-Choo” steams ahead, it’s sure to bring big 
changes to Florida – one way or the other. Here are some facts. 
 


THE PLAN 
 
All Aboard Florida plans to build “a new, convenient, cost-effective and 
environmentally friendly way to travel” between South and Central Florida by 
creating high-speed passenger service linking Miami, Fort Lauderdale, West 
Palm Beach and the Orlando International Airport by train. 
 
They plan to accomplish this utilizing 195 miles of the Florida East Coast 
Railway’s existing freight main line between Miami and Cocoa, Florida, and 
building forty miles of brand new track that will run parallel to State Road 528 
from Cocoa to a proposed new transportation hub at the Orlando International 
Airport. 
 







In addition, they plan to build four new stations/retail shopping centers located in 
the downtowns of Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach, and at Orlando 
airport’s South Terminal.  
 
Projected travel time between Orlando and South Florida on All Aboard Florida 
trains is approximately three hours. 
 
The passenger service is proposed to offer regularly scheduled, hourly service 
throughout the day, as many as twenty-four or more trains per day. 
 
The estimated cost of the rail infrastructure - that is, stations and the new track 
infrastructure it will build - is estimated to be $1.5 billion paid for by a Railroad 
Rehabilitation and Improvement low-interest loan the company is seeking from 
the Federal Railroad Administration. 
 
All Aboard Florida claims they will be privately owned, operated and maintained 
“with zero risk to Florida’s taxpayers”.  
 


THE PLAYERS 
 
To understand any new project or idea, it first helps to understand the people 
behind it. 
 
The All Aboard Florida project is “owned” and funded by Fortress Investment 
Group, LLC, a highly diversified Wall Street global investment firm. 
 
The stations and some of the project’s infrastructure are to be designed and built 
by Florida East Coast Industries, LLC, one of Florida's oldest and largest 
commercial real estate developers. Headquartered in Coral Gables, it too is 
owned by Fortress Investment Group. 
 
The tracks over which part of the proposed route will run are owned by Florida 
East Coast Railway, one of Florida’s first and most historic railroads, which is 
also a Fortress property. 
 
You’d think that All Aboard Florida – being basically a railroad – would be the 
brainchild of – and run by - railroaders. Not so. The majority of All Aboard 
Florida’s current management team has no experience in the railroad business at 
all, especially in the specialized field of passenger rail. 
 
Prior to joining All Aboard Florida in 2013, President and Chief Operating Officer 
Donald C. Robinson served as President of Baha Mar Resorts Ltd., a resort hotel 
developer. Before that, he was a senior executive for The Walt Disney Company 
for three decades.  
 
P. Michael Reininger, President and Chief Development Officer, has developed 
several major projects with subsidiaries of The Walt Disney Company.  
 
Julie Edwards, Chief Marketing Officer, developed strategic partnerships and 
lead cross marketing efforts at Walt Disney Parks and Resorts.  
 







Scott Sanders, Executive Vice President of Development and Construction, 
served as Senior Vice President of Design and Construction for MGM Hospitality.  
 
All Aboard Florida executives primarily hail from the resorts and hospitality 
industry. 
 
The Fortress Investment Group has no operating experience in railroading either.  
 
Fact is, the Florida East Coast Railway is just one of several rail transportation 
properties that have been acquired by Fortress recently, just another investment 
in the portfolio of a highly diversified, global Wall Street firm with approximately 
$62.5 billion in assets. Headquartered in Manhattan, none of Fortress’ directors 
have any direct connection to railroading, or to Florida. 
 
So, the first question you have to ask yourself is;  “Does this Company, and the 
team they’ve assembled, have the ability to actually design and build a 
passenger railroad”? 
 
Certainly, a Wall Street investment firm with $62.5 billion in assets has the ability 
to raise a mere $1.5 billion to fund the project, especially when the federal 
government is footing the bill. 
 
But, can the team they’ve assembled really achieve the goal set for them? Is the 
goal even realistic? And, fundamentally, is it really needed? 
 


SOME HISTORY 
 
Is there a demand for a high-speed passenger train connecting Orlando and 
Miami? 
 
To begin with, there is already passenger rail service between Miami and 
Orlando, and those trains also serve Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach on a 
daily basis.  
 
Amtrak’s trains # 91, 92, 97 & 98 make the journey twice a day, each way, every 
day, a distance of 265 miles with an average speed of 41 miles per hour. Using a 
different route than All Aboard Florida proposes, Amtrak runs over CSX Railroad 
tracks at a leisurely travel time of six and a half hours, a lot slower and less often 
than the proposed AAF schedule of three hours, twenty-four trains a day.  
 
More on that later. 
 
Now, if you’ve lived in Florida for any length of time you might recall the Florida 
Fun Train? The idea of providing frequent, cost-effective, passenger rail service 
for tourists between central and south Florida is nothing new.  
 
A dedicated train specifically designed for tourists was initially launched with 
great fanfare on October 15, 1997. It was the brainchild of Allen Harper, whose 
idea it was to create a train designed to move tourists from beach destinations to 
Central Florida’s theme parks at $45 to $59 a trip.  
 







 
It was a bad omen when, on August 1, 1998, just an hour into its inaugural trip, 
the train smashed into a tow truck, killing the truck’s driver.   
 
Ultimately, the Fun Train was undercapitalized, could not get approval to end its 
ride in downtown Orlando thus causing riders to take a bus to the theme parks, 
and finally reported a net loss of $9.9 million. On September 17, 1998, after 
gushing red ink for two years, the Fun-Train shut down and left hundreds of  
customers scrambling for refunds.   
 
Although Robert B. Ledoux, Florida East Coast Railways’ Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel, assured this reporter that AAF has done a ridership study, 
and that the Fortress Group firmly believes there is demand “or they would not be 
spending money on the project”, one still wonders what has fundamentally 
changed since the Fun Train went bankrupt sixteen years ago?  


Consider this… 
 
Would it not be simpler… with less impact to the environment, and less capitol 
investment… to either (a) add more Amtrak trains between Miami and Orlando 
on the current CSX route, or (b) extend and expand Miami’s Tri-Rail service on 
CSX tracks into Orlando? 
 
No need to build forty miles of brand new rail infrastructure. No need to turn the 
freight-only Florida East Coast into a high-speed passengers line. Fact is, the 
tracks and service already exist to accomplish All Aboard Florida’s goals, just not 
over the Fortress Investment Group’s property. 
 
History tells us…. 
 
For decades leading up to 1971, when Amtrak was formed, American railroads 
scrambled to get rid of their passenger service, preferring instead to concentrate 
on where the money was, hauling freight. Any seasoned railroader will tell you – 
just ask Allen Harper - passenger service is a sure way to “gush red ink”! 
 
Today’s Amtrak only proves that. America’s national passenger rail service 
needed $1.4 billion in subsidies from Congress in 2012 just to operate, and that 
number grows every year. 
 
On the local level, municipalities across the nation funnel millions upon millions of 
dollars into their regional passenger rail operations. Not one ‘commuter line’ I 
know of generates a profit. 
 
Even most ‘tourist’ railroads run on a volunteer basis – and still lose money. 
 
So, you owe it to yourself to ask, why on earth would any successful Wall Street 
private equity firm – dedicated to making money for its investors – choose to 
enter the guaranteed-to-lose-money passenger rail business?  
 
 


 







IMPLAMENTING THE PLAN 
 
All Aboard Florida estimates that it will cost 1.5 billion dollars to implement their 
plan - not a penny of which, they say, will be paid for by Florida taxpayers.  
 
They plan to raise the bulk of the money by petitioning for part of the 8 billion in 
federal, low-interest funds promised for high-speed rail construction by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
 
What will that billion and a half dollars buy, and what will it cost? 
 
The major hurdle facing AAF – as I see it - will be building the forty miles of new 
railroad they propose that will parallel the Florida Beachline Expressway from 
Cocoa, Florida to the planned transportation hub outside Orlando. 
 
Second will be upgrading 195 miles of existing freight railroad from Cocoa to 
Miami. 
 
The slam-dunk should be constructing the four stations/shopping plazas 
envisioned along the route. 
 
As explained by FEC’s general counsel, Robert Ledoux, it will be done through a 
complicated deal careful not to mix the proposed federal funds with Florida East 
Coast Railway capital. Here’s technically how it should work: 
 
The new Right of Way between Cocoa and Orlando will be owned by the Florida 
Department of Transportation. All Aboard Florida has an agreement with FDOT 
for the right to install track and operate trains along the corridor. That track would 
be owned by Fortress, through AAF, who could possibly deed it to the Florida 
East Coast Railway in the future, as opponents speculate. Ledoux will not 
comment on speculation, but says “FEC was not part of the negotiations for the 
528 corridor and does not know the terms” of their agreement. 
 
Currently there are no plans to run freights along the proposed new high-speed 
rail corridor across Central Florida. 
 
The part of the route between Cocoa and Miami on Florida East Coast’s busy 
freight mainline – running through Florida’s coastal towns and cities - is another 
matter altogether. 
 
Along that 195 miles of the route, All Aboard Florida has been granted an 
easement to operate passenger trains on FEC’s tracks, and – here’s the 
interesting part – “the right to build their own track on the corridor as well”.  


Time for a quick lesson on operating a railroad….  


According to their website, All Aboard Florida passenger trains will travel at an 
average speed of 60 mph - a maximum speed of 79 mph in South Florida and 
rising as high as 125 mph over the proposed new right-of-way from Cocoa to 
Orlando. 
 







But we’ve done our own calculations. If a train were to make the trip on their 
proposed route of 235 miles in three hours… it would actually have to average 
88.3 miles per hour. Technically All Aboard Florida is proposing a “high-speed” 
passenger train… much like Japan’s “Bullet Train”. 
 
Is this even possible, given the basic fact that the Florida East Coast Railway is 
‘single tracked’ and its freight trains average only 30 miles per hour? How do you 
mix 30 mile per hour freights with 90 mile an hour passenger trains on the same 
track? 
 
An efficient, high-speed passenger railroad carrying high traffic volume usually 
operates on ‘double track’, two tracks laid side by side, each carrying traffic in the 
opposite direction. This avoids the time-consuming and potentially dangerous 
task of one train waiting in a siding for another to pass. 
 
Take Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor - dedicated double, and sometimes quadruple 
track, with no road crossings that runs from Boston to Washington, DC. It’s the 
fastest stretch of railroad in America. Amtrak's Acela Express can travel up to 
150 miles per hour on a short stretch in New England, but the train's average 
speed is considerably less. On the 319-mile leg between Philadelphia and 
Boston, including stops, the Acela averages only about 64 miles per hour. 


In order for All Aboard Florida to meet its projections, part of the billion and a half 
dollars will go to pay for double tracking FEC’s entire 195 miles of railroad from 
Cocoa to Miami - which, at the least, is a daunting construction project – but 
would also be a real windfall in federal stimulus dollars for FEC.  


 


      
                   Single tracked FEC                                    The Northeast Corridor 


 
FEC officials will tell you ‘double-tracking” is no big deal. The FEC has been 
double tracked in the past and there’s currently ample room for a second track, 
according to Robert Ledoux. “AAF will need to do minor work to FECRR existing 
tracks to allow them to be rated for the higher speeds they want to operate.” 


But building new tracks alongside the current mainline would, once again, be a 
major construction undertaking that would change the very face of South Florida. 


 







 


So, under the All Aboard Florida plan Federal stimulus funds will pay for building 
the new second track, as well as upgrading the existing track on Florida East 
Coasts’ mainline, which will then host both FEC’s fright trains and AAF’s 
passenger trains. 


This construction project will literally double the capacity of a large chunk of the 
Florida East Coast Railway - a huge gift to the Fortress Investment Group from 
Uncle Sam.  


We’ll talk about the Panama Canal later!  
 


SAFETY 


Assuming, in this day and age of governmental regulation and environmental 
concern, that the Fortress Group can even conjure up the lobbying power to 
secure all the permits needed to build such an ambitious project, then there’s 
always the matter of safety. 


One of the cornerstones of a high-speed railroad is that its tracks are basically 
isolated from automobile and pedestrian traffic. This is accomplished by building 
under and overpasses at grade crossings, and barriers along the right-of-way to 
protect pedestrians.  


 
A typical ‘isolated’ double track right-of-way  


FECs’ Ledoux admits “No, there are no underpasses or overpasses in the plan.” 
When asked about fencing and/or sound walls to isolate the mainline from 
trespassers and noise pollution he said; “AAF will need to respond to you about 
fencing”. 


Correct me if I’m wrong, but even in Disney’s Magic Kingdom guests aren’t 
allowed to wonder onto the tracks on Big Thunder Mountain…  


One wonders, how carefully has this billion and a half dollar plan really been 
thought through? 


 







 


AFFECTS 


 
Should All Aboard Florida’s high-speed passenger trains actually start running, 
how would the project affect Florida?  
 
Well, let’s take a look at just Martin County – about 25 miles of small to medium 
sized communities running along the Atlantic shoreline a hundred miles north of 
Miami.  
 
All Aboard Florida promises – “a boost of $500 million a year in the State’s  
production of goods and services over the first five years, ongoing at $150 million 
a year after that…” 
 
“Thousands of direct jobs during construction and implementation…” 
 
And “$200 million in tax revenues for state and local governments through 2021”. 
 
True, as Robert Ledoux explains, the Florida East Coast is taxed by the State on 
an apportionment basis - on how much traffic it hauls – “which will increase 
significantly when AAF completes construction.”  


“On the freight side”, he adds, “the added train capacity will allow improved 
service to our current customers in Martin County” 


True, it should, but nowhere on their website does it actually say how they’ve 
arrived at these figures. These may simply be big, broad ‘guesstimations’.  
 
As for the construction jobs, what part of that 1.5 billion will actually benefit 
Floridians?  
 
Railroad construction is a highly specialized business, one that today’s railroads 
rarely do themselves. The job of building and maintaining track is generally hired 
out to construction companies that specialize in the field. 
 
These companies rely on highly skilled workers and specialized equipment that 
they simply move from project to project across the country as needed. AAF is 
vague about what percentage, if any, of their budget will actually go to Floridians. 
 
All Aboard officials have also vowed to upgrade safety measures at road 
crossings by installing more gates, flashing lights and other "safety measures" 
required to establish no-horn-blowing "quiet zones." 
    
Even AAF’s opponents agree, that would help, but they point out the obvious… 
the increased number of fast trains zipping up and down the line would still snarl 
traffic, create more gridlock, increase emergency response time, and be a 
nightmare for recreational boaters who rely on the railroad bridges along the line 
to be open if they are to have access to the states’ waterways.  
 







But, the biggest negative to Martin County residents, as I see it, is the fact that 
we won’t be able to take advantage of the new passenger service… without 
driving forty or more miles to the nearest station in West Palm Beach. 
 
All Aboard Florida trains will be blowing by us at a proposed 90 miles an hour, 
and all we’ll get to do is watch! 


 
CONCLUSION 


 
In my considered opinion, the All Aboard Florida passenger train concept is ill 
conceived and flawed. I also believe it has little chance of seeing completion 
because such large and invasive construction projects fly in the face today’s 
environmental concerns.  
 
If it is pushed through, however, like the Florida Fun Train before it, I believe the 
high-speed passenger rail service will eventually fail for these simple reasons; 
 


A similar rail passenger service already exists on Amtrak. 
 


 A dedicated tourist passenger train between Miami and Orlando has failed 
in the recent past.  


 
There is no real, demonstrated DEMAND for any additional service. 


 
SPECULATION 


 
Now, I’ve got no insider information, no crystal ball, no way to get into someone 
else’s head – and what I propose here is simply conjecture, but… I’ve been trying 
like mad to figure out why a successful Wall Street investment firm is so hell-bent 
on getting into the money-losing passenger rail business. 
 
But what if - I was a successful Wall Street investment manager sitting in my air-
conditioned office forty-six stories above Avenue Of The Americas in Manhattan 
– and I had 62.5 billion dollars to play with?  
 
I’m watching the TV and on comes a news story about the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Obama is handing out eight billion dollars to 
railroads around the country, and all they have to do is build a high-speed train. 
 
Then I remember, somewhere, bundled-up in one of my portfolios somewhere, I 
actually own a railroad - down there in Florida, I think?   
 
You can almost hear the wheels turning! “Free money? Let’s get in on that 
action”. 
 
I make some calls, commission a quiet study or two, and when the results come 
in it reads something like this: “Passenger railroad - Risky venture. Expensive 
investment. Been tried before and failed. No market demand – but if you had 
more tracks to carry more trains, maybe you could grab the bulk of that new 
Panama Canal traffic?”  
 







That’s right, the Panama Canal widening is slated to conclude by 2015, we own 
the only tracks into the Port of Miami and Fort Lauderdale - and our freight traffic 
is projected to double in a few years. 
  
So, I make a call to someone at that railroad somewhere down there in Florida, 
run the idea of a passenger train and one and a half billion dollars by them, and 
get a cool response on the passenger train. “But I like the idea of double-tracking 
the railroad. We’ll look into it.” 


 
Of course, this is all conjecture… FEC’s Ledoux calls my idea “Ridiculous”, but 
doesn’t it sound like a bet any Wall Street tycoon would take? Especially when 
they can use Uncle Sam’s money. 


 
SUGGESTION 


 
 
Here’s my humble suggestion to the Florida East Coast Railway company - if 
you’re REALLY dying to get into the passenger rail business. 
 
Buy yourselves eight or ten train-sets. Plunk down simple passenger platforms 
trackside near the population centers along your mainline and run trains up and 
down from Jacksonville to Miami on three or four hour intervals. 
 
You’ll definitely lose money, but at least it won’t cost a billion and a half… and 
you’ll be providing a real service for those of us who you call neighbors.  
 
You’ll be improving our communities… by taking automobile traffic off of crowded  
I-95… enabling us to hop the train to Miami for a ball game… or Daytona for a 
car race. We’ll be able to comfortably travel to St. Augustine on vacation… or 
Fort Lauderdale for the Boat Show. 
 
I’d say, concentrate on what the company’s name implies, and what you’ve been 
doing successfully now for 119 years, serving Florida’s east coast.  
 
After all, you’re not the Florida East Coast & Orlando Railroad, not yet anyway…  
… but then, there’s always that traffic from the Panama Canal. It’s pretty 
tempting! 
 


THE END 
 
 
 
 
 


We supplied All Aboard Florida’s Public Affairs Manager, Ali 
Soule, with an early draft of this article for her comments and 
corrections. She never responded. 
 


 
You can contact the author at: CLewis8144@aol.com 







From: plarsen@bellsouth.net
To: OfficeofRPD@dot.gov
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida Comments and Questions
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2014 6:05:42 AM

To whom it may concern.
I’m not sure who Mr. John Winkle is when I posted these concerns to a recommended email
 address. Please see that Mr. Kevin Thompson, a spokesman for the FRA apparently attending the All
 Aboard Florida representatives in Florida at their currently scheduled public meetings or anyone at the
 FRA that could at least address the issues even if not fully.
Thank you for your consideration.
Paul Larsen
 

From: Paul [mailto:pachla1@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 9:16 AM
To: AAF_comments@yhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida Comments and Questions
 
10/28/2014
 
Mr. John Winkle,
 
Please justify ridership, number of train cars and congestion/emission reduction estimates
 arguments as stated on the AAF WEB site. The annualized estimates don’t fit with the
 generalized daily evaluation used in traffic estimates and impacts but they look great for
 sales.

 
What is the estimated weekday and weekend daily ridership by time of day by origin and
 destination/ stop to stop along the full length of the planned corridor?

 
Using 3,000,000 riders annually as quoted on the AAF WEB site this computes simply to some 8,200
 daily riders excluding seasonal fluctuation and any specific trip purpose.

 
Using 32 trains a day @ 8,200 daily ridership estimate yields ~ 256 passengers per train or 512 two
 way loading per hour. A train at 900’ in length as stated on the WEB site with a locomotive yields
 about 13 passenger cars assuming 65’ and no double decking. This is just a gaming exercise but it
 would appear that the majority of the trips wouldn’t need but 4 passenger cars which is one more
 the currently being used on Tri-Rail in South Florida and approximately 3 less than currently running
 on Amtrak Silver Star and Silver Meteor routes serving Miami north.
               
Which highway facilities are used in determining congestion/capacity from each origin to
 destination? This information is needed to ascertain the level of congestion that would be reduced
 by having 256 cars per hour assuming a high rate of one passenger per car and that each train
 carries a full load. At 8,200 cars per day the level of congestion spread out on parallel facilities
 seems miniscule.

mailto:plarsen@bellsouth.net
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I also noted in support documentation that the 3,000,000 riders estimate is approximately half for
 long haul trips from Miami to Orlando and half serving the southeast.
 
 
For the record I am not opposed to the concept of using the FEC RR line for such service as it did
 carry passengers when it was vogue and I was much younger but I’m find it difficult to deal with the
 32 trains a day estimate.
 
Why the demand for 32 trains a day and why not say a morning, noon and afternoon service which
 would only be 6-8 two trains a day?
 
Not that it’s of any importance but my interest in daily figures is related years spent working for the
 Palm Beach Metropolitan Planning Organization as a transportation modeler creating networks and
 socio-economic data for long range transportation model evaluation.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Yours,
Paul Larsen
1812 Tom A Toe Rd
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
561-308-2832



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement Review
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 12:20:26 PM
Attachments: AAF EIS RESPONSE An Architects Thoughts 141029.docx

 
 

From: Ron Johnson [mailto:rjrjrj@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 3:07 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida Environmental Impact Statement Review
 
John Winkle,
 
Attached please find my comments on the Florida All Aboard
 Environmental Impact Statement Review.
 
My comments discuss why the All Aboard Florida project is not “High
 Speed Rail”. It would be a great embarrassment for the Federal
 Government to Fund this project as a “High Speed Rail” Project and
 then find out it takes 3 hours to go 235 miles. That’s less than 80 miles
 per hour – very slow “High Speed”.  
 
I support true “High Speed Rail” running at 220 miles per hour from
 Boston to Miami with an alignment that follows I-95 to I-85 to I-75 to
 the  Florida Turnpike. Express stops would be at Boston, New York
 City, Washington DC, Charlotte NC, Atlanta, Orlando, and Miami.
 Secondary non-express stops could be provided between the major
 stops over time as demand supports. Secondary Stops could include
 Philadelphia, Baltimore, Raleigh NC, Greenville SC and others based
 on demand. This High Speed Rail Alignment would be easily
 accessible to about 120 million people on the East Coast. It would be a
 good alternative to overcrowded user-unfriendly airlines.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
 
Ron Johnson AIA
Jensen Beach Florida
ronjohnsonaia@bellsouth.net
772 334 1432

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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An Architect’s Thoughts on High Speed Rail from Orlando to Miami



When an architect designs a building, he/she meets with the client to determine their desires / requirements. By law an architect must design the safest, most efficient project which does no damage to neighboring properties. Goals, Objectives, and Expectations are established and agreed upon by the client. The architect then designs the project to meet and better yet exceed the established Goals, Objectives, and Expectations.

Now let’s apply that approach to High Speed Rail from Orlando to Miami.

Who is the client? The client should be all of the citizens of the United States.  

What are the Goals, Objectives, and Expectations?

1. Fast as possible. High Speed Rail in Europe, Japan and China runs at 220 miles per hour.  There is no reason the High Speed Rail should not run at 220 miles per hour in the United States.

2. Safe as possible. High Speed Rail should be designed with 100% grade separation at all crossings. This eliminates conflict between cars and people. It also eliminates delays at crossing.

3. The Miami to Orlando High Speed Rail should be part of a National High Speed Rail Running from Miami to Boston. A Boston to Miami High Speed Rail would have major Express Stops in Boston, New York City, Washington, Charlotte, NC, Atlanta, Orlando, and Miami. The alignment would follow I-95 to I-85 to I-75 to the Florida Turnpike.

4. The High Speed Rail should enhance a Multi-Modal Approach by having the Major Stops at the Major Airports in each respective city. This provides fast easy connections with airplanes and rapid transit to the respective cities.

5. The High Speed Rail should do No Damage to the environment through which it passes including damage to the Economy and Quality of Life.

These seem like reasonable appropriate Goals, Objectives and Expectations.



Now let’s see how the All Aboard Florida Project  measures up.

All Aboard Florida completely fails.

1. Not fast. It takes 3 hours go 235 miles. That  is less than 80 miles an hour. Cars can travel 70 miles an hour on the Florida Turnpike.

2. Not Safe. There are multiple at-grade crossings. 

3. Not designed to be part of a National High Speed Rail from Boston to Miami. A National High Speed Rail would not stop in downtown West Palm Beach and downtown Fort Lauderdale.

4. Not designed to enhance a Multi Modal Approach at Miami Airport. The All Aboard Florida Project ends at a hotel in Miami. You have to use another form of transportation to get to the Miami Airport. People coming from South America should have just an easy walk to get to High Speed Rail which could take them to Washington, New York, etc.

5. All Aboard Florida will do damage to the Economy and the Quality of Life on the Treasure Coast.

In, Summary the All Aboard Florida project does not seem to meet Quality Objectives for High Speed Rail for the Citizens of the United States. 



Ron Johnson AIA

Jensen Beach, Florida

ronjohnsonaia@bellsouth.net

[bookmark: _GoBack]









From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida FEC Tracks West of Interstate 95
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 2:08:54 PM

I guess this is a comment.

-----Original Message-----
From: Lloyd Smiley [mailto:lloyd_smiley@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 2:06 PM
To: Governor Rick Scott
Cc: Winkle, John (FRA); Dobbs, Catherine (FRA)
Subject: Re: All Aboard Florida FEC Tracks West of Interstate 95

Thank you for your response and welcoming of our thoughts.  What concerns us most is the anticipated noise,
 danger and depreciation of our properties.
We currently have homes (over 700) in Grand Harbor and The Falls, Newport, Coventry and Oak Harbor Sections
 are in close proximity to the FEC Railroad tracks; our properties have already been significantly depreciated in
 anticipation of the unwanted railroad traffic.

Lloyd Smiley
Retired CGC and PE (10 states)
Margaret Smiley, Retired RN

----- Original Message -----
From: "Governor Rick Scott" <Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com>

To: "Lloyd Smiley" <lloyd_smiley@hotmail.com>

Cc: "Sunburst" <sunburst@eog.myflorida.com>

Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:55 AM

Subject: RE: All Aboard Florida FEC Tracks West of Interstate 95

> Thank you for contacting Governor Scott to express your views about
> All Aboard Florida’s proposed passenger rail service from Miami to Orlando.
> The Governor appreciates your thoughts and asked that I respond on his
> behalf.
>
> Governor Scott understands that many families are worried about the
> impact of additional trains on their neighborhoods. While All Aboard
> Florida’s proposal is a private-sector venture and no state funding
> will be used for the project, the Governor is committed to making sure
> the concerns of Florida families and communities are addressed by All
> Aboard Florida and the federal government. The Federal Railroad
> Administration is the lead agency on this project, and we will forward your input to them.
>
> To ensure Floridians’ voices are heard, Governor Scott continues to
> urge All Aboard Florida to listen to local communities as the plan for
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> this private-sector rail service comes together. Governor Scott has
> asked FDOT Secretary Ananth Prasad to meet with community leaders and
> area legislators to listen to their concerns and ensure that the
> Federal Railroad Administration is aware of those issues.  He has also
> asked All Aboard Florida to allow additional time for public comment,
> which will allow communities more opportunity to have their specific
> issues addressed.
>
> Due to the impact of this private venture, Governor Scott continues to
> urge All Aboard Florida and the Federal Railroad Administration to be
> sensitive to the concerns of Florida families and communities.  Again,
> thank you for taking time to share your views with Governor Scott.
> Your thoughts on this issue are important to him.
>
> Sincerely,
>
> Kelly Pacchioli
> Office of Citizen Services
> Executive Office of the Governor
>
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Lloyd Smiley [mailto:lloyd_smiley@hotmail.com]
> Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 10:34 AM
> To: Governor Rick Scott
> Cc:
> Subject: All Aboard Florida FEC Tracks West of Interstate 95
>
>  Governor Rick Scott, absentee voters Lloyd G. Smiley and Margaret C.
> Smiley  of Vero Beach in Grand Harbor, voted re-election for you.  We
> know you favor  the installation and operation of the All Aboard
> Florida trains; however, we  respectfully ask that our communities
> along the Atlantic Seaboard be  protected and free from additional
> railroad freight and passenger traffic.
>  Please use existing tracks or install new FEC train tracks west of
> our towns  and Interstate 95 to avoid noise pollution, traffic
> congestion and major  safety concerns in our coastal towns.  Please
> preserve the value of our  homes and businesses; so assessments and
> real estate taxes can be sustained.
>  AAF trains operated through Coastal towns would cause longer commutes
> to work and could affect emergency response times.  The projected 50
> freight and passenger trains per day and increase in passenger and
> freight traffic are surely justified in using existing tracks or
> installing new tracks and operating AAF trains west of Interstate 95.
>
>  Lloyd G. Smiley,
>  WW II Veteran 1st Lt. Pilot A/C Commander B-24  Topeka, Kansas to
> Cerignola, Italy  European Combat 18 missions  MIT 1951 and Marist
> 1962 Retired CGC and PE (10 states)
>
>
>
>  Margaret C. Smiley, Retired RN
>  Peter Bent Brigham Hospital Graduate
>  53 years of service
>  Certified Quality Improvement
>  Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami
>
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>
> Lloyd_Smiley@Hotmail.com
>



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida is an INSANE dangerous plan.
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 11:54:06 AM

Wow.
 

From: Pilothouseking@aol.com [mailto:Pilothouseking@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 11:52 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida is an INSANE dangerous plan.
 
 
It's also insane that we the public are supposed to give YOU- the supposedly experts facts that YOU
 SHOULD BE GIVING US!!
Who more than you knows how many accidents have been on the FEC tracks, how many cars and
 pedestrians have been killed?
Who more than you knows that there's 350 at grade crossings?
Who more than you knows that NO high speed passenger train in the world runs at grade?
Who more than you knows how many crossing gates are not working? You do know right?
Who more than you knows how many old wood bridges these tracks cross?
Who more than you knows the dangers of having draw bridges closed?  I mean you do know that NO law
 enforcement agency anywhere has ANY boats that fit under these tracks in the down position?
Who more than you would know the possible terrorist implications of this plan?
Who more than you knows how many State Parks, and nature and wildlife sanctuaries these tracks
 traverse?
 
Please help US- we pay your salaries do we not?  Please do your jobs and protect us citizens from this
 insane plan.
Sincerely,
Blake E. Davis
 
St. Lucie Village, Florida 34946
305 956 3818

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida proposed train service.
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 8:01:40 AM

This may be a duplicate.
 

From: Pennington, Rebecca (FRA) 
Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2014 6:59 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Hill, Corey (FRA); Mcnamara, Maryann (FRA); Thompson, Kevin (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida proposed train service.
 
FYI  I will defer to your lead on the response.
 
Becky
 
Rebecca Pennington
FRA CFO
W36-312
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington DC  20590
 
Cell 202-440-2870
 
Rail –Moving America Forward
The mission of the Federal Railroad Administration is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient
 movement of people and goods for a strong America, now and in the future.
 
Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter
 
"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."

- Theodore Roosevelt

 
 
From: Dick Tuschick [mailto:dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 2:03 PM
To: FRA.CFO@dot.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida proposed train service.
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 I writing this letter as representative of the canal community of Seagate Harbor in Palm City
 FL which lies to the west of the St. Lucie river opening bridges. The community consists of
 187 waterfront homes, most of which have large vessels that require opening both the
 Roosevelt bridge AND the railroad that lies 200’ to the east.
 Our homeowners have selected this location to live specifically because of the relative safe
 and easy access to the ICW and the Atlantic Ocean, just a few miles away. In addition we
 selected this location because of easy access to downtown Stuart, easy access to the Martin
 Memorial county hospital and last but not least the “small town” quiet feel to the area.
Last week I attended the DEIS meeting in Stuart that was put on by the All Aboard Florida
 organization and the FRA.
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My interest was specifically to learn:

1.              How the proposed railroad traffic would affect navigation thru the area where the
 railroad bridge is located.

2.              What safety measures were being proposed for the numerous road crossings
 involved .

3.              Assess the business model used to support the AAF business.

4.              What the ultimate objective of FECR is in this project.

5.              What other impacts to the community might be.

NAVIGATION Considerations
I spent a considerable amount of time on the section of the meeting/presentation that dealt
 with the navigation impact of the proposed rail service. This section, like all the other sections
 presented was very professional, impressive and definitely supported the story that the train
 company wants to promote…..not necessarily the real story….
There was a very visually sophisticated computer model of the marine traffic presented that
 was obviously a copy of a standard auto traffic simulation and unfortunately did not represent
 the real workings of our waterway at all. The simulation was grossly inaccurate and
 misleading for the following reasons:

     The simulation failed to reflect the different size and maneuverability of the boats involved.

     The simulation reflected the waiting boats to be “stacked” like waiting cars within one foot of
 the leading boat.

     The simulation did not reflect that the two opening bridges must work in tandem.  The
 Roosevelt bridge, which opens on demand, cannot open when the railroad bridge red light is
 on. Once the railroad bridge control light turns green, then and only then can the bridge start
 it’s opening. The time for opening and closing the Roosevelt bridge was not reflected in the
 simulation.

     The simulation did not reflect the affect of the current running thru this area, during peak
 periods at a speed of 3 to 4 knots. (thus making holding in place very difficult)

     The simulation did not reflect the “slow speed” zone in effect in the area.

     The simulation did not reflect the actual volume of boat traffic that transits the area as verified
 by recent video camera recordings.

Based on the above, the research and the simulation done by the consulting firm contracted for
 by the Railroad company is virtually worthless and serves only to hide a very dangerous
 navigation situation.
 

If the St. Lucie river railroad bridge is allowed to close as often as proposed by the railroad
 company, navigation will be so severely restricted that it represents an unfair and needless
 hazard to all the boaters navigating this area. I believe that closer and more realistic
 analysis will indicate that traffic will be stopped for 50 out of 60 minutes during normal
 boat traffic hours.



In addition to just the significant delays caused by the bridge closings, given the large
 volume of boat traffic thru this area there will be accidents and unfortunately injuries and
 eventually fatalities.
There are thousands of boats owners and  marine businesses that count on reasonable
 unrestricted navigation thru this waterway. This waterway is the “lifeblood” of this
 community.
As a US citizen and Florida boat owner I believe we have a right to maintain reasonably
 unrestricted access to this waterway.
It should not be possible that one company or special interest to be able to, in effect, shut
 down navigation thru such a high traffic waterway and cause the kind of disruption that
 will ensue.
 Safety Considerations
On the subject of SAFETY as it relates to the communities through which this proposed
 train traffic will pass, I was appalled at the total disregard to common sense. The notion
 that you can just drop in a 21st century high speed train system into a HEAVILY
 populated  area where the original rail route was implemented over 100 years ago with
 hundreds of road crossings and have no negative ramifications is extremely short sighted,
 If not totally self serving.
In other countries, France as an example, where a viable high speed train system exists,
 great caution is paid to safe interaction with the existing environment. As an example, in
 the entire country there is not one road/railroad crossing where cars must wait for the
 trains to pass. All road crossing are either raised over the tracks or tunneled under the rail
 bed.  In addition, all railways are completely fenced in to prevent animals or pedestrians
 from accessing the tracks. The AAF proposed “upgrades “ to the hundreds of road
 crossings that will be involved are at best a 10% solution and leaves the population at
 enormous safety risk. Given the projected high volume and speed of the trains there will
 be accidents AND fatalities, it is just a matter of when and how many.  Multiply the
 number of crossings and the number of proposed trains….the resulting number is most
 alarming !!
Assessing the AAF Business model
Hear again common sense and sound business analysis seemed to be lacking. The
 proposed traffic volumes cannot be supported by any reasonable analysis or actual data
 from other similar operations and it is highly questionable if the projected cost figures
 (not shared with the public in detail) are even in the right ball park. I definitely do not
 have access to all the detail data, but based on what has been shared it leads me to believe
 that the actual profitability of the AAF is not a concern if even a real objective of the
 business.
Since there will be Private Activity Bonds involved (ultimately taxpayer backed)
I would suggest that there is a very high risk of default on these bonds and in no
 instance should these be approved.
Ultimate objective of the FECR
I must acknowledge that the following analysis and comments are based on less than 100%
 of the data and information I would like to have available but it does look like:

     The way AAF is proposed there is no real concern or motivation for profit.

     Without profit the AAF will not survive (unless government subsidies are granted)

     The FECR rail beds need upgrading to support expansion of their freight business.

     



The freight business is quite profitable and will be more profitable if freight traffic can be
 increased. (see #6)

     As part of the AAF proposal the FECR will get the rail bed upgrades they need to expand
 freight traffic.

     There is a government backed plan in process to upgrade the port facilities in Miami to
 accept/process a larger amount of freight coming from the new Panama Canal.

     If AAF were to go bankrupt FECR would “inherit” the upgraded rail bed system at virtually
 no cost.

     If AAF does eventually get government subsidies it will still be a “no cost” way for FECR to
 get upgraded rail beds. 

In summary, as a very experienced business manager, this looks to me like a great
 strategy for FECR to grown their freight business at little or no cost to them. All the
 costs are paid for by the residents of Florida or the taxpayers of the entire country.
Other impacts on the Florida communities affected
As you dig into the details of the AAF proposal you realize that every community along
 the FEC rail bed will incur major impacts to access and traffic all along the proposed
 corridor. In our town alone there are 9 road crossings, some of them with extremely high
 levels of car traffic. I suspect that if detail traffic studies are done on these individual
 crossings it will be found that traffic will back up onto Rt1 and cause major traffic
 congestion problems in several instances.
Access to several key destinations will be significantly impaired. As an example, access to
 The Martin County hospital and to the Downtown Stuart area, which are key to the lives
 of thousands, will be affected.
Summary
It is a very rare occasion that I have witnessed a proposed project that will benefit so few
 and harm so many as the proposed AAF venture. If this proposal is allowed to continue it
 will be the most blatant example of a large well funded corporation “manipulating the
 system” to benefit their corporate objectives with the cost being carried by thousands of
 citizens and taxpayers.
More importantly….as a result of the AAF proposal people will be hurt and killed in
 accidents along these rail beds that should not be allowed to happen.
I am a strong PROPONANT of a high speed rail service in our country and would love to
 see one available in Florida but ONLY if it is implemented so that it benefits the
 population that it is there to serve not harm them. If our objective is to have a truly viable
 high speed service then we should seek an implementation that does not negatively affect
 tens of thousands of people. It can be done, but it may not serve the profit motives of the
 FECR.
Thank you for your time and efforts on our behalf.
 
Most sincerely,
Richard D. Tuschick
Waterways Committee Chairman
Seagate Harbor Homeowners Association
1751 SW Commodore Place
Palm City, FL 34990

Dick Tuschick



dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com
Cell: 772-486-2250
Dick Tuschick
dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com
Cell: 772-486-2250
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From: David McKown
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: dkb1972@aol.com
Subject: FW: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA SCAM
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 4:02:26 PM

Dear Sirs:
 
I have resent the below email with AAF in capitals, as it appears that way in the
 newspaper. I want to be absolutely sure that my objections are on record.
 Furthermore, it makes no difference to my objections even if in the unlikely
 event this thing is in fact a passenger service. Such a service would probably
 cause a little less environmental damage, as it would not be as heavy as the
 freight, but it would continue to cause the unacceptable other disruptions. I
 also forgot to mention that even with the passenger service proposed,
 additional freight trains are expected to be added, further aggravating the
 whole mess.
 

From: David McKown [mailto:davidmck@whdservices.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 1:47 PM
To: 'aaf_comments@vhb.com'
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA SCAM
 

Dear Sirs:
 
The damage that this proposed “passenger train” poses to the East Coast of
 Florida and its world famous beaches and local tourist towns along The
 Treasure Coast is impossible to describe. First of all, this is clearly not a
 passenger service and never has been. The companies promoting this horrible
 idea are not trust worthy and that is the first Golden Rule of any financing. I
 was a senior officer working for one of the largest banks in the world in the
 capacity of a senior international corporate lending officer in a special group
 devoted to the 400 largest and most important corporate clients of the
 institution. I not only traveled abroad extensively but for over 15 years lived
 with my family in two foreign countries and ran the bank’s large corporate
 lending activities in these locations. I know what to look for when unsavory
 folks try to put lipstick on a pig. Any proposal that did not pass that initial test
 went no further. These folks even lied when filling out the form for tax exempt
 status of one of their attempted money grabs by declaring that no adverse
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 comments were received from locations on the Treasure Coast. Right there is a
 huge untruth. [Reported in the Press Journal]
 
It is not by happenstance that this supposed “passenger service” has stops in
 locations that are planning large port expansions to handle the expected
 enormous influx of cargo after the Panama Canal expansion is completed.
 There is no viable commercial reason for this service other than to haul freight.
 That type of business could profitably be accomplished by using one of the
 alternative inland routes. If the coastal plan is put into place, it will be a gross
 injustice to the large tourist and local infrastructure already in place along the
 Treasure Coast. The draft Impact Statement was  a cruel joke. What sort of
 dumbbells do they think we are ?
 
I live in Vero Beach. Our property is bordered on the North by Eighth Street, on
 the West by Sixth Ave., and on the East by Indian River Blvd. In our homes, we
 clearly hear the current freight traffic. It often seems as if we are able to listen
 to the rusty springs moving up and down under the weight of the heavy loads.
 We also often have to wait at the various rail crossings in our area during the
 day and at night. I am not even going to attempt to describe the decibels
 reached by the horns that have to be sounded at least four times during the
 passage of the trains. During the night and early morning hours these sounds
 are already not conducive to a good night’s sleep. Our property values, which
 are finally creeping back upward, will clearly take a deep hit. This will not only
 effect the average homeowner, but also the tax revenue stream the local
 municipalities have come to expect. These townships along The Treasure Coast
 are even looking forward to an increase in that income, as the nation’s
 economy continues to improve, and the Baby Boomers reach retirement. The
 entire ambience of this little town named Vero Beach, not to mention
 Sebastian, lovely downtown Stuart, Fort Pierce, and Hobe Sound will forever
 be obliterated. It is important to remember that downtown Vero Beach with
 its arts section just getting underway also contains all of the Municipal
 infrastructure, and many, many residential communities further to the West of
 the tracks. To put it succinctly, the hospital is on the East as, obviously, are the
 wonderful beaches.; thus the entire existing town structure will be disastrously
 changed forever. Furthermore, living West of the tracks will now become



 dangerous due to the location of the hospital and virtually all of the doctors’
 offices. For what benefit are we obtaining by allowing the collapse of our town,
 many of the residents’ lively hoods and the pleasant, quiet living conditions
 which have taken years to be formed? I will not get into the maritime issues
 which are vast and have been addressed elsewhere.
 
It is truly beyond belief that this “passenger service” benefits anyone living
 north of West Palm Beach and yet we are being compelled to see our lives
 degraded and also see our tax dollars squandered.
 

This dangerous boondoggle must not be permitted to proceed.
 

As an aside, I find it interesting that if, in fact, this is such a lucrative passenger
 business, why have no airlines made any comments at all (total silence) about
 the tremendous loss of revenue they will experience on this route from Miami,
 Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach, purportedly involving around
 3,000,000 paying customers  annually and expected to grow significantly? That
 is obviously because there is no profitable business attached to this route.
 
Sincerely,
 
David R. McKown
 
 



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida Support Letter
Date: Friday, October 24, 2014 4:05:43 PM
Attachments: JMA AAF Support Letter 10.23.14.pdf

 
 

From: Jason Roth [mailto:JRoth@jmaf.net] 
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2014 4:04 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida Support Letter
 
Mr. Winkle,
 
Please see the attached Letter of Support for the subject project.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Jason Roth
Project Executive / Systems Operations
John Moriarty & Associates of Florida, Inc.
1942 Tyler Street
Hollywood, Florida 33020
CELL   954.298.6201
PHONE   954.920.8550
FAX   954.920.8586
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 6:55:42 AM

 
 
From: joe northrop [mailto:rowboatjoe@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 18, 2014 5:01 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 
I am strongly against All Aboard Florida's proposed high-speed rail between Miami
 and Orlando.  My primary objection to this project is the inevitable delays it would
 no doubt cause to emergency first responders, whether it be a fire truck trying to
 gain access to a raging fire or an ambulance with a patient being blocked at a
 railroad crossing while precious minutes tick away.  Another serious concern is the
 negative impact it would have on the quality of life for those of us who live on the
 Treasure Coast north of West Palm Beach.  And the issue of AAF seeking federal
 loans with all the attendant risks for taxpayers is simply unacceptable in my view. 
 In my opinion, AAF should fund this project through private sources and relocate
 the proposed tracks west of the populated areas.
 
Joe Northrop
5507 Shannon Drive
Fort Pierce, FL  34951
email:  rowboatjoe@gmail.com
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:29:08 PM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 

From: Victoria Castello [mailto:victoria-castello@outlook.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 09, 2014 3:20 AM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
 
Good Morning,
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
 
I have lived in Boynton Beach Florida,( located in the center of Palm Beach County, Florida) for
 over 50 years.   A diverse municipality  which has a minimally developed downtown.  All
 Aboard Florida will have an adverse impact on our City’s downtown which is trying flourish.   
 
Today I read this:
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article2206748.html
 
I would like to read the required report  Draft Environmental Impact Statement issued  by
 the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)”
and described as follows:

Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-
dade/article2206748.html#storylink=cpy

“The cumulative analysis for the project shows that the combination of the [All Aboard
 Florida] passenger rail project impacts with other impacts would not result in a serious
 deterioration of environmental functions,” the 522-page report states.

Please advise.

mailto:rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
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Thank you.

Victoria Castello

www.boyntonbeach.com/blog

(561) 732-8884

Read more here: http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-
dade/article2206748.html#storylink=cpy
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 6:56:15 AM

 
 
From: Judy Cialone [mailto:judaye@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 18, 2014 12:23 PM
To: Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 

To my Elected officials and community leaders.
I want to voice my opinion about this issue of the TRAINS!   This would be disastrous
 to our gorgeous fishing and boating communities on the Treasure Coast...Martin
 County.  It makes me fearful just to think about how many innocent people would
 DIE,  either from direct contact with one of these trains or from lying in an
 ambulance at one of the many crossings .... trying to get to one of the hospitals
 (which are located across the tracks)   Horrific!!!!!
There are many other issues too......wildlife and rare and endangered species
 habitats ruined,  peace and quiet will be a thing of the past,  REAL ESTATE
 devaluation!!!! ( I am a Realtor),   Air quality.... and of course raising our taxes! 
 Which is undoubtedly will do in the future .
I am appalled that something so obviously of no use to the " majority"  of individuals
 has even gotten this far.  Please do everything in your power to Stop this Train !!!  
 it is truely going to ruin the Treasure Coast!!!! 
thanking you for your attention to this matter.
 
--
Judy Cialone

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 7:38:23 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Susan B Sheridan [mailto:susanbsheridan@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 23, 2014 6:16 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida

All Aboard Floridan is a very bad idea.  It will ruin our small village that has remained in control of our
 environment up to now.The train will be invasive, disruptive, noisy and inconvenient  and expensive for our
 community and will only stand to benefit Fortress!!

Nobody wants this train.  If They want it so badly they can build new tracks west of town.  Susan Sheridan

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 7:41:25 AM

 
 

From: Kenneth D. George [mailto:fauna@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:43 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 

Kenneth D. George, Ph.D.
675 NW Flagler Avenue, #203

Stuart, FL 34994
772-934-6750

Fauna@earthlink.net 
November 21, 2014

 
Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 

Dear Mr. Winkle:

I am a resident in Stuart, Florida, recently having moved to the Harborage Yacht Club
 and Condominiums. My building is on the east side of the Florida East Coast Railroad (RR)
 Tracks between two crossings 3,000 feet apart between Fern Street and Alice Avenue and
 located just 79 feet from the tracks.  The All Aboard Florida (AAF) Intercity Passenger Rail
 Project will irreparably harm me along with all other residents unless current plans are
 amended to require realignment of the rail tracks west of I-95.

For example, on a recent Saturday morning, a freight train stopped across both the Fern Street
 and Alice Avenue crossings blocking access for over an hour. Delays such as this cause
 me great concern. One of the advantages of living in Stuart at the Harborage is its closeness to
 Martin Memorial Hospital. Last year (prior to moving here) I lived further away and during
 an emergency situation I had to be taken to Martin Memorial Hospital by ambulance. When I
 got there, my surgeon told me I would have been dead if I had not gotten there as quickly as I
 did. Now, however, even living closer to the hospital, I must now cross two railroad crossings
 in order to get to the hospital. I am frightened that if I were detained at either one of these
 crossings for a period of time, I may not survive the ambulance trip.

Also, the increase in the number of train whistles and vibrations will degrade our quality of
 life and make our properties virtually unsaleable.  AAF should move to and share the
 existing right of way that already offers passenger service to Orlando.

However, if this proposal has already been rejected, as many on the Treasure Coast
 believe, meaning that our voices are not being listened to or even respected. If this is true, the
 Federal Railroad Administration should require AAF to make all crossings within the City of
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 Stuart safe and quiet. At the very least, safety and quiet zones should be required for Fern
 Street and Alice Avenue.  Federal highway sound barriers would be required for far less
 densely populated areas.

I have examined the Draft Environmental Impact Study (DEIS) prepared for AAF and believe
 it falls far short in its analysis of Martin County and the City of Stuart. I do not believe the
 DEIS adequately addresses our community’s concerns with respect to crossing safety, noise
 pollution, train vibrations, emergency response times and disruption of marine navigation by
 the change in operations of a bascule bridge almost 100 years old. I believe DEIS understates
 the navigational use of the St. Lucie River under the RR bridge. Marine Traffic, exiting
 marinas, yacht builders, repair facilities, brokerages, and private docks were under counted. 

The Stuart RR Bridge was built in 1920’s.  The track segment through downtown Stuart is the
 only segment within the project limits that will remain single tracked. The more than
 threefold increase in train whistle noise pollution and vibrations will adversely impact
 neighborhoods on each side of downtown Stuart. I believe the effect of increased bridge
 openings on automobile traffic delays and emergency vehicles are not fully addressed
 in DEIS -- the Report only evaluated traffic at two intersections, SE Monterey Road and
 Colorado/SE Dixie Highway. Fern Street, Alice Avenue and other crossings to the south of
 the City were not evaluated. Last, there is no justification for a Federal loan guarantee for a
 project that will ultimately degrade this community and the Treasure Coast. If it is going to
 happen, let it be private money and private guarantees.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Kenneth D. George, Ph.D.

 

 

Sent by US mail service and by email

 



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:15:03 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Grace Amore Savage [mailto:saage99@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 10:12 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida

Mr Winkle,

The All Aboard Florida project should not be permitted to proceed as it is, and should not be funded by taxpayer
 money. Moving it west would minimize its impact on small communities along the Treasure Coast.

Before even considering funding AAF with public money, the FRA has a responsibility to insure the safety and
 well-being of those living along its path.The Environmental Impact Statement minimizes or ignores safety and
 environmental issues, and the meetings, which I attended, were a sham. The real issue is not high speed passenger
 train service, but moving more freight developing real estate along the route.

A few will benefit from this project, but those of us who live in Indian River County, will only be harmed, and to
 add insult to injury, we will have to pay for it.

Please reconsider.

Grace Amore Savage
204 Hunt Ct
Sebastian, Fl 32958
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 3:37:37 PM

 
 

From: Cole, Michael J. (FRA) 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 3:36 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
 
John
I tries to send to the email address with no luck.

Mike

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

-----Original Message-----
From: Public Affairs (FRA)
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 03:29 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: England, Michael (FRA); Flatau, Warren (FRA); Lake, Michael.CTR (FRA); Fisher, Kim
 CTR; Thompson, Kevin (FRA); Cole, Michael J. (FRA); Barkley, Timothy (FRA); Booth,
 Michael (FRA); Cole, Michael J. (FRA); Chromey, Tretha (FRA); England, Michael (FRA);
 Flatau, Warren (FRA); Gray, Rakonda CTR (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida

 

From: Robinson, Nathan (FTA)
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 3:29:16 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada)
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida

Nathan J. Robinson
Federal Transit Administration - USDOT
(202) 366-0842

-----Original Message-----
From: KNBBeached@aol.com [KNBBeached@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 02:39 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: Robinson, Nathan (FTA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida
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Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I am offended when elected government officials pass legislation that will cost people money.  I am even
 MORE offended when private enterprise tries to force down our throat a phony passenger rail system
 and then expect everyone within it's path to pay for it!  If AAF goes through, We WILL pay in adverse
 environmental impact; adverse maintenance impact on RXR crossings; adverse road and waterway
 impact, etc.  It's a lose/lose for the people!
 
A rose by any other name is this passenger rail system being pushed-the true purpose is to ready the
 rails for more and more freight traffic from an ever growing Port of Miami via our neighborhoods going
 northbound.
 
If private industry finds it profitable for this rail system, then they need to carry the burden of paying for it
 100% and incur the necessary expense to bypass highway crossings (with overpasses, etc.) and marine
 traffic with the construction of High railroad bridges that will allow continued boat passage.
 
Towns and citizens should not be obliged to carry ANY financial burden and they should not have to be
 adversely affected by profiteers wishing only to use and abuse us. 
 
Thank you for denying any continued permitting or other consideration for the AAF short-sighted
 proposal.  Also, thank you for withholding all support for any government funds, bonds or other tangible
 support for this project.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bill Walsh
Vero Beach, Florida
772 562-0616



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:22:32 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Donald Griffith [mailto:dw@sallyspringer.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 11:13 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida

Dear Mr. Winkle,

The proposed "All Aboard Florida" will devastate the intimate communities of the Treasure Coast. The towns of
 Sebastian, Fellsmere, Vero Beach, St. Lucie Village, Fort Pierce, Jensen Beach, Stuart, Hobe Sound and Jupiter are
 situated right on the train tracks, so are businesses, homes, hospitals, municipal buildings, restaurants, schools, etc,
 everything vital to a thriving community. The submitted EIS draft for All Aboard Florida (written by All Aboard
 Florida), did not address any of the concerns for these charming neighborhood towns.

Many of these towns would be cut in half, drastically affecting lives by the increased rail traffic, increased vehicle
 traffic, infringed emergency service, danger to public safety, noise, vibration, residential displacement,
 infringement on the marine traffic, etc. These are communities that are struggling to maintain themselves as tourist
 attractions and marine destinations.

These issues have not been addressed, nor has the plan for a low level bridge on Avenue C in Fort Pierce, my
 hometown. In the last upgrade to the rail system, this bridge could not be changed because of it's location. What
 will they do for the high speed rail?

There are too many issues affecting us, on the Treasure Coast. It is irresponsible to inflict this burden on us and ill
 conceived to allow this disruption to our quality of life across the Treasure Coast. I plead with you to reevaluate this
 plan.

Sincerely,

Donald W. Griffith, Sr

1510 Thumb Point Drive
Fort Pierce, FL 34949
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 12:24:08 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Sally Griffith [mailto:sallyspringer@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 11:00 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida

Dear Mr. Winkle,

The proposed "All Aboard Florida" will devastate the intimate communities of the Treasure Coast. The towns of
 Sebastian, Fellsmere, Vero Beach, St. Lucie Village, Fort Pierce, Jensen Beach, Stuart, Hobe Sound and Jupiter are
 situated right on the train tracks, so are businesses, homes, hospitals, municipal buildings, restaurants, schools, etc,
 everything vital to a thriving community. The submitted EIS draft for All Aboard Florida (written by All Aboard
 Florida), did not address any of the concerns for these charming neighborhood towns.

Many of these towns would be cut in half, drastically affecting lives by the increased rail traffic, increased vehicle
 traffic, infringed emergency service, danger to public safety, noise, vibration, residential displacement,
 infringement on the marine traffic, etc. These are communities that are struggling to maintain themselves as tourist
 attractions and marine destinations.

These issues have not been addressed, nor has the plan for a low level bridge on Avenue C in Fort Pierce, my
 hometown. In the last upgrade to the rail system, this bridge could not be changed because of it's location. What
 will they do for the high speed rail?

There are too many issues affecting us, on the Treasure Coast. It is irresponsible to inflict this burden on us and ill
 conceived to allow this disruption to our quality of life across the Treasure Coast. I plead with you to reevaluate this
 plan.

Sincerely,

Sally S. Griffith
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:37:29 PM

 
 
From: Edward Kaye [mailto:kaye74@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 1:27 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 
 
to:  John.Winkle@DOT.Gov

subject:  All Aboard Florida

Dear Mr. Winkle,

The proposed "All Aboard Florida" will devastate the intimate communities of the Treasure Coast. The towns of
 Sebastian, Fellsmere, Vero Beach, St. Lucie Village, Fort Pierce, Jensen Beach, Stuart, Hobe Sound and Jupiter
 are situated right on the train tracks, so are businesses, homes, hospitals, municipal buildings, restaurants,
 schools, etc, everything vital to a thriving community. The submitted EIS draft for All Aboard Florida (written by All
 Aboard Florida), did not address any of the concerns for these charming neighborhood towns.

Many of these towns would be cut in half, drastically affecting lives by the increased rail traffic, increased vehicle
 traffic, infringed emergency service, danger to public safety, noise, vibration, residential displacement,
 infringement on the marine traffic, etc. These are communities that are struggling to maintain themselves as
 tourist attractions and marine destinations.

These issues have not been addressed, nor has the plan for a low level bridge on Avenue C in Fort Pierce, my
 hometown. In the last upgrade to the rail system, this bridge could not be changed because of it's location. What
 will they do for the high speed rail?

There are too many issues affecting us, on the Treasure Coast. It is irresponsible to inflict this burden on us and ill
 conceived to allow this disruption to our quality of life across the Treasure Coast. I plead with you to reevaluate
 this plan.

Sincerely,

Ed and Sue Kaye

1516 Thumb Point Drive
Fort Pierce, FL  34949
Kaye Construction Co Inc.
22288 Coverdale Rd
Seaford, DE 19973
PH: 302-629-7483 
FAX: 302-628-6965
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:07:29 AM

 
 

From: JOHN F & ANNE SULLIVAN [mailto:jfsflm@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 7:06 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA); John_Wrublik@fws.gov
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 
Dear Sir:
 
Please stop the plan to run 32 trains a day from Miami to Orlando.  Jupiter Medical
 Center lies right next to this track.
Even now with regular freight trains it is extremely difficult to cross this track to get to
 Jupiter Medical Center.  The cars line up for a dozen lights before they can get
 through the traffic light at the train tracks.  Imagine the plight of emergency vehicles
 trying to get across a track with 32 extra trains not to mention the expected increased
 freight train traffic with the extra shipping from the Panama canal.  I counted almost
 200 cars on one such train recently. 
 
My husband makes daily trips to the Jupiter Medical Center as do many other
 residents for treatment.  Please don't make this more difficult than it is.  A lot of lives
 will be at risk, especially in acute emergencies if this train proposal goes through. 
 
Anne Sullivan
5956 SE Congressional PL
Stuart, FL 34997
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 11:51:17 AM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 

From: Public Affairs (FRA) 
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 6:18 PM
To: England, Michael (FRA); Flatau, Warren (FRA); Lake, Michael.CTR (FRA); Fisher, Kim CTR;
 Thompson, Kevin (FRA); Cole, Michael J. (FRA); Mercer, Henry Dickson (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
 
 

From: dan spotts
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 6:17:18 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada)
To: Winkle, John (FRA); Public Affairs (FRA)
Cc: Dobbs, Catherine (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida

Dear Mr. Winkle;
 
I guess I can officially send my comments and concerns to you about All Aboard Florida after the
 release of the DEIS.  Up until now I had assumed that your insistence on using the EA written by All
 Aboard Florida in place of a real EIS was a simple bureaucratic oversight.  It would of course be
 morally and ethically wrong to allow the loan applicant to determine that their own project has no
 significant impact.  Your own FONSI made clear on page 6 that “… neither the EA nor this FONSI
 address in any way the environmental impacts associated with development of passenger rail in the
 larger corridor between Miami and Orlando…”.  You would think that was pretty clear.  But it went
 on to say that if AAF applies for a loan they need to have a real EIS done for the whole corridor by
 someone other than themselves.  The announcement by the FRA of their intention to do an EIS
 promised the same open, transparent and comprehensive review of all the impacts as required by
 NEPA.
 
So it is with great disappointment  that your abstract of the DEIS makes clear your intention to
 corrupt the process by incorporating both the EA written by AAF and the FONSI in the DEIS in direct
 contradiction to earlier promises.  You are further trying to block  any detailed discussion of the

mailto:rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov


 impacts on individuals, businesses and towns from West Palm Beach south to Miami by refusing to
 do a real EIS instead of the EA.  There can be no other conclusion than that this is a deliberate,
 purposeful attempt to deceive the residents of South Florida and all American taxpayers about the
 true impact of this project and this loan application. 
 
I will be re-sending my previous concerns, especially as they pertain to my community, as part of the
 public comment period.  I hope the FRA changes its mind, but I am not optimistic.
 
Sincerely
 
Daniel Spotts
805 N. Federal highway,
Boynton beach, FL  33435



From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:02:25 PM

All Aboard Florida should not be funded by the federal government.  The project should not go forward.  

Most of the population of Florida is on the coasts.  The area is heavily populated.  The train line goes right through
 the middle of little and big towns with multiple intersections.  

The effect on the communities of Vero Beach and Stuart (as well as others I am sure) of many more trains will be
 devastating to the traffic and the viability of their "downtowns".  The quality of life will be greatly diminished. 
 Your agency must be using population numbers of voters which in Florida does not represent the population.  As
 you must know, the winter population is probably at least 4 times higher (a guess).   All Aboard is asking the
 communities to pay for the upgrade of the crossings at $30,000 a crossing.  The train is not even stopping in those
 communities that will be impacted horrendously.  If ever a fast moving commuter train is put on the existing tracks,
 it should be a quiet monorail or other type train used across the world.       

And where is the viability of a passenger train from Orlando to Miami?  What studies have been done?  Amtrak, in
 heavily populated Northeast, needs subsidies to continue to operate.   

Everyone says that All Aboard Florida is really about freight traffic from Miami when more freight is expected into
 port of Miami.  The reasonable place to put a 100 mile an hour freight line is on the turnpike right of way which
 mostly goes through the middle of the state where there are much fewer people and where the state already has the
 right of way.  

I am a Pennsylvania resident who winters in Florida.  I do not live anywhere near the train tracks.  However, I see
 this project as catastrophic to Stuart and other communities.  I simply cannot believe that sane people would
 approve this project.  I do not want my tax dollars supporting it.  

Jane Grim
Perkasie, PA
janehgrim@verizon.net
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From: Bruce Greenwood
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 5:22:18 PM

 This is a concept that must be explored.

 From: Eve.Samples@TcPalm.com
To: brucegreenwood@hotmail.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wed, 3 Dec 2014 15:16:53 +0000

Bruce,
 
Here’s the column I mentioned. It does require that you’re a subscriber to access it:
 
http://www.tcpalm.com/franchise/shaping-our-future/eve-samples-moving-all-aboard-florida-
to-i95-and-turnpike-corridor-could-be-the-fix_93026320
 
If you decide to write a letter, you can send it to TCNLetters@tcpalm.com. The limit is 300
 words.
 
Thank you for your interest.
 
Eve Samples
Columnist
Treasure Coast Newspapers
1939 S.E. Federal Highway, Stuart FL 34994
Newsroom: 772-221-4217

www.TCPalm.com
Follow on Twitter @EveSamples
 
PLEASE NOTE: My email address has changed to eve.samples@tcpalm.com. After Jan. 1, I will no longer receive messages sent to my Scripps account.
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:14:10 AM
Attachments: EnvironmentalImpactMemoranduminSupport.docx

 
 

From: Balinakill@aol.com [mailto:Balinakill@aol.com] 
Sent: Saturday, November 29, 2014 1:45 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
Attached please find an environmental impact memo in reference to "All Aboard Florida". I hope it will be
 of some value, if there are any questions please feel free to contact me.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jim Bomford
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                     Environmental Impact Memorandum in Support 

                                                          Of

                                              All Aboard Florida





















                                                                                                       By: James “Jim” Bomford B.A.  M.P.A.*

                                                                                                                   November 9, 2014

                                                                                                                    P.O. Box 915911

                                                                                                                    Longwood FL. 32791-5911

                                                                                                                              407 865 5999      





[bookmark: _GoBack]    I submit this memorandum in support of the Intercity Passenger Rail Project from Orlando to Miami Florida. By way of a brief c.v., in the past I have been employed by and a consultant concerning the New York Metropolitan Transportation Authority. The NY MTA is the nation’s largest multimodal transportation agency. Its various subdivisions include passenger rail, commuter rail, highway construction, bridge and tunnel construction and traffic management. I was the author of the study concerning the impact of the exhaust emissions of internal combustion engines on employees of the MTA and the ambient population surrounding their projects. The study was recognized by the Brooklyn Lung Association a branch of the American Lung Association. I also served as an ALS Fire District Commissioner, and was a council member for four years on the Florida EMS Bureau Advisory Council. During that time we developed the Florida Strategic Plan which in part deals with the movement of our population in the event of an emergency. I hope that my experience and the facts that I will supply in this document will be at least of some small value to the authorities who were charged with making an environmental impact evaluation.



    In my experience the positive environmental benefit of passenger rail over motor vehicle transportation is significant. Our population continues to increase, as does our tourism which is the foundation of our States economic stability. Both of these circumstances will continue for the foreseeable future. It is just not practical to attempt to compensate by only constructing new roadways. It is also not environmentally sound.



I would first like to look at the impact of ever increasing internal combustion engines operating in our state. Although emission controls have improved the sheer number of individual vehicles tends to negate the benefits achieved. Researchers have pointed out that carbon monoxide may be responsible for as many as half the fatal poisonings in the United States. Because the gas is odorless the symptoms of overexposure are nonspecific and quickly reversible, therefore the prevalence of sublethal poisonings is almost completely unknown. A relatively recent study in Saudi Arabia using two test vehicles indicated that commuters were exposed to CO levels during peak hours and ranged from 30 to 40 ppm during relatively short trips. In this study an increase in traffic volume from 1000 to 5000 vehicles per hour increased overall CO level exposure by 71%. Conversely an increase in vehicle speed reduced CO exposure by as much as 36%. The notion that unless an individual dies in acute asphyxiation no harm may result is erroneous. Intermittent exposure to carbon monoxide over varying periods frequently produces myocardial symptoms. Even though symptoms may be quickly reversible actual physical damage can be severe and lasting. Severe manifestations may appear after the initial exposure sometimes 3 to 7 days later. Damage to the heart’s blood vessels can be either temporary or can destroy the vessels permanently. Controversy still surrounds the effect of chronic exposure to low levels of CO on human subjects, and therefore there is no certain safe level of exposure.



Gasoline fueled vehicles also release a variety of volatile and gaseous organics singly or in combination. For example, automobile exhaust contains benzene toluene xylene ethylene dibromide and formaldehyde, all cancer-causing agents. They also release nitrogen dioxide and sulfur dioxide respiratory irritants. In fact there are hundreds of toxins related to internal combustion engines. There are also some studies trying to determine if there are synergistic compounds with unknown effects occurring in the stratified pollution over stalled traffic, on toll plazas or in vehicle tunnels. Any of us who have traveled the roads in our state have at one time or another encountered traffic backups. Something as simple as an accident can shut down the highway for hours in part due to the lack of alternative routes as well as an apparent inability of our first responders to clear a scene. This became obvious to me as a Fire Commissioner. We simply must look for alternatives to building more highways in order to reduce this environmental impact. Highways themselves also become more of a source of pollution than are rail right of ways. Roads and highways and bridges can be a source of significant contributions of pollution to our native waters. Nonpoint source runoff pollution from impervious surfaces picks up dirt, dust, rubber and metal deposits from tire wear, antifreeze and engine oil that has dripped onto the pavement, pesticides and fertilizers as well as discarded cups, plastic bags, cigarette butts, pet waste and other litter. These contaminants are carried into our wetlands, rivers and streams. Oils and grease leaked onto road services from car and truck engines, spilled at the fueling stations and discarded directly onto an impervious surface or into storm sewers are transported directly to our surface waters. Again this impact per person is far greater with automobiles, trucks and buses than it is with a rail system.



The air quality connected to the proposed passenger rail service would greatly reduce many of the emissions previously described from motor vehicles. Some initial research that I have acquired indicates that All Aboard Florida will use engines that are compliant with the EPA Tier 4 emission standards. Once the project is completed not only our residents but are large tourist population will begin to improve our air standards through the reduction of vehicles on our roadways. Our tourists from Europe and Asia who are very accustomed to using rail transportation would no longer be dependent upon adding rental vehicles to our highways. According to some projections the rail system should reduce CO omissions by more than 1,600 tons, NOx by 192 tons, and VOCs by 59 tons in approximately 15 years.



According to the Department of Transportation “switching to mass transit is one of the most effective actions individuals can take to reduce their carbon footprint. Car transportation alone accounts for 47% of the carbon footprint of a typical American family with two cars. By far this is the largest source of household emissions and as such the largest target for potential reduction. The average passenger car the US produces just under 1 pound of carbon dioxide per mile traveled. If just one driver per household switched to taking mass transit for a daily commute of 10 miles each way it would save 4627 pounds of carbon dioxide per household per year. This is in addition to the aforementioned toxins already targeted for reduction. The average rail system in this country achieves more than a 60% reduction in emissions per passenger mile over sedan and SUV travel.”



I hope that you find my input useful, I firmly believe that for our great State to retain its beautiful way of life a multimodal transportation system is critical. I look forward to the approval of All Aboard Florida.













                                     



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 2:53:03 PM
Attachments: scanner@superintendent.com_20141125_153611.pdf

-----Original Message-----
From: Falls, Dianne [mailto:fallsd@martin.k12.fl.us]
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 2:50 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: tkryzda@martin.fl.us; sheard@martin.fl.us; kdelaney@tcrpc.org
Subject: All Aboard Florida

Good afternoon Mr. Winkle -
Attached is a letter from the Superintendent of the Martin County School District expressing concerns our School
 Board has about All Aboard Florida.

Dianne
 

-----Original Message-----
From: scanner@superintendent.com [mailto:scanner@superintendent.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 3:36 PM
To: Falls, Dianne
Subject: Scanned image from C-5542 MCSD

Reply to: scanner@superintendent.com <scanner@superintendent.com> Device Name: C-5542 MCSD
 Superintendent Device Model: MX-5001N
Location: C-5542 MCSD Superintendent

File Format: PDF MMR(G4)
Resolution: 200dpi x 200dpi

Attached file is scanned image in PDF format.
Use Acrobat(R)Reader(R) or Adobe(R)Reader(R) of Adobe Systems Incorporated to view the document.
Adobe(R)Reader(R) can be downloaded from the following URL:
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Adobe PDF logo, and Reader are registered trademarks or trademarks of
 Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States and other countries.

        http://www.adobe.com/
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA(AAF)
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 7:38:16 AM

 
 

From: Carol Dickenson [mailto:carol@suncoast.net] 
Sent: Sunday, November 23, 2014 10:54 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA(AAF)
 
Over the years, Florida has been subjected to many different "progressive projects": cross state canal,
 draining the Everglades for development, cementing the Kissimmee river, consideration of injecting
 sewage into the ground of a state dependent on its aquifer,
a federal law allowing water from agriculture and the sugar industry to flow into Lake Okeechobee to be
 released into the intra-
coastal lagoon.
 
By adding 32 additional passenger trains per day, and a projected 48 freight trains per day, this economic
 proposal will turn us into an industrial
 zone!                                                                                                                                                                   
 
Build your freight traffic west;not through residential areas!  Try the CSX corridor.  We do not want our
 safety compromised or our environment degraded. We do not need a third rail here.
                                                                                                                                                     
 
This proposal only boost the economy of Miami and the Fortress Investment Group with an FECI
 cut.                                      
 
Thank you,
 
Mrs. Carol Dickenson
709 Hudson Bay Dr
Palm beach gardens, Florida     
11/24/14                                       
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, September 29, 2014 1:06:27 PM

 
 

From: Silva, Michelle (FRA) 
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2014 10:57 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: FW: All Aboard Florida
 
 
 
From: Brad Raynor [mailto:bradraynor@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2014 10:51 AM
To: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 
I vehemently oppose the All Aboard Florida proposal. FECI railroads intersect both cities I
 live and work in (Sebastian and Vero Beach) and will do nothing but hurt our economy. 
 
Lower property values
Increased congestion
Delays for first responders.
 
If Florida was going to implement a statewide rail system we should have gone with the
 federal plan and placed new tracks west of towns!
 
Thank you for your time.
 
Brad Raynor
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From: peterson7097@bellsouth.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:15:49 AM

 
 

From: peterson7097@bellsouth.net [mailto:peterson7097@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 4:03 PM
To: aafcomments@vhb.com
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
 
Dear John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration:
I want to voice my opinion on the draft the environmental impact will make in  Stuart Fl. The
 intersection is the downtown crossing. Presently if you dine downtown and a freight train goes
 north or south the noise is so bad you have to stop talking if your outside, (which is where I sit), until
 it passes. Also, at other crossings it could block medical transports to our hospital, Martin Memorial.
Please help us to keep our nice and lovely downtown the way it is now.
Thank you, Gwen Peterson, retired citizen
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: all aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 9:24:02 AM

 
 
From: Karen [mailto:kdob161@aim.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 8:03 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: all aboard florida
 
I am a citizen of Palm beach county, in Jupiter florida. I vehemently oppose this project and know of too
 many people that do not want it. I don't know who is allowing this besides the big spenders but this does
 not benefit this community at all. It effects our environment here in Jupiter. I work in the local hospital so
 now it also going to affect my employer and work environment.Please listen to the voices of the people
 and not the special interest groups that are ruining this county and state. 
Thank you
Karen O'Brien
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From: Vern Jarosak
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:28:36 PM

 
 
From: Vern Jarosak
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 5:13 PM
To: af_comments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida
 

Attention: John Winkle
 
I am against the Public Underwriting of this venture.  I do not want to see tax dollars paid by
 ordinary citizens used in any way whatsoever to fund any portion of this venture.  If the deal
 is really as good as some individuals think it may be, there should be plenty of investors lined
 up to fund this venture.  Suffice it to say that no passenger service in the US shows a positive
 return on investment.  All are subsidized.  The eventual freight charges may provide some
 offset to the losses incurred by the passenger service but that is not part of the analysis which
 was submitted by the investigatory firm hired by AAF.
 
Again; no public funds for this project!
 
Respectfully,
Vern Jarosak
Joan Jarosak
4890 Green Island Place
Vero Beach, FL  32967
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From: michael.j.cole@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All aboard impact report
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 8:33:14 AM

 
 
Michael Cole
Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications and Legislative Affairs
Federal Railroad Administration
Tel (Direct):   202-493-1306
Cell:             202-450-7599
Fax:             202-493-6068
michael.j.cole@dot.gov 
 
Rail – Moving America Forward
The Federal Railroad Administration’s mission is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient movement of people and goods for
 a strong America, now and in the future.
 
Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter
 

From: Your Realestate advisor [mailto:jingerk@msn.com] 
Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2014 11:04 AM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: All aboard impact report
 
I found some glaring discrepancies in your report and it made me question whether the entire
 report lacked validity or if it was done merely as a technicality.  Specifically your report states
 that your ridership from Miami to Orlando is expected to be 1.5 million people in the year
 2019, while further down in the report you state that the environmental impact will be
 negligible because it will be taking 1.2 million vehicles off the road. Are we really to believe
 that nearly all 1.5 million people would have been driving in solo vehicles from Miami to
 Orlando?
 
Furthermore there is no indication of the "economic impact" for the property values lost.  This
 includes the information for the tax revenue and the actual values to the property owners. I
 sincerely hope that this draft gets more detailed and better scrutiny from all involved before
 it is used to circumvent needed changes in the design of the All Aboard Florida Plan.
 
Thank you forwarding this to the appropriate department for review.

Jinger Knox
321-288-1689
 

mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
http://www.facebook.com/USDOTFRA/
http://www.twitter.com/usdotfra


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: All aboard
Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2014 7:14:10 AM

 
 
From: Larry Coviello [mailto:larrycoviello@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 3:55 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: All aboard
 

Please let it be known that we are Jupiter , Tequesta  residents since 1989 and love this village
 and feel that all aboard would be a disaster if it ever comes to be!

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Boynton Little House fails
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:17:24 PM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 

From: dan spotts [mailto:miaqua@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 6:24 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Public Affairs (FRA); Dobbs, Catherine (FRA)
Subject: Boynton Little House fails
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
Over the weekend the Little House restaurant in Boynton Beach announced it was closing.  This was
 a historic building which was renovated by our Community Redevelopment Authority at a cost over
 $200,000 in tax money and, in my view, dumped next to the FEC railroad tracks in Boynton Beach. 
 Normally most restaurants could be looking for increased business over the winter.  But with the
 planned expansion of All Aboard Florida just a few feet away, they have decided to give up.  This
 makes at least 8 businesses in the corridor next to the FEC that have moved or closed in the past
 few months as the All Aboard plans take shape.  This impact was not predicted in the poorly written
 EA produced by All Aboard Florida. 
 
I am once again asking you to do what the FRA promised it would do in the FONSI and again in the
 notice of intent in the Federal Register.  Do a complete and comprehensive Environmental Impact
 Statement on your own covering the entire corridor from Miami to Orlando.  Do not substitute the
 EA of 2 years ago, written by All Aboard Florida, for a legitimate EIS written by the FRA. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Daniel Spotts
Boynton Beach, Florida   
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From: Randall.D.Overton@uscg.mil on behalf of Overton, Randall D CIV
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Coast Guard Input to AAF DEIS
Date: Thursday, December 4, 2014 8:26:47 AM
Attachments: CGD7 Response to AAF DEIS.pdf

-----Original Message-----
From: Overton, Randall D CIV
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 4:21 PM
To: 'john.winkle@dot.gov'
Cc: Dragon, Barry CIV
Subject: Coast Guard Input to AAF DEIS

Mr. Winkle,
Attached is the Coast Guard comments to the AAF DEIS.

Thank you,
Randy

Randall Overton
Federal Permit Agent USCG
Bridge Management Specialist
909 SE 1st Ave Suite 432
Miami, Fl 33131
(305) 205-0795 Cell
(305) 415-6736 Office
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Standley, Lisa
Subject: FW: comments on All Aboard Florida project
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:19:18 PM
Attachments: 20141203_let_service to fra_CPA0029 aaf eis comments.pdf

USFW comments.
 
From: Wrublik, John [mailto:john_wrublik@fws.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 1:51 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: comments on All Aboard Florida project
 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
Attached please find the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's comments on the Draft
 Environmental Impact Statement for the All Aboard Florida Project.
 
Sincerely

John M. Wrublik
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1339 20th Street
Vero Beach, Florida 32960
(772) 469-4282
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United States Department of the Interior


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
South Florida Ecological Services Office


339 20° Street
Vero Beach, Florida 32960


December 3, 2014


John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue
SE Room W38-31 1
Washington DC 20590


Service CPA Code: 2013-CPA-0029
Service Consultation Code: 2013-F-0025


Date Received: September 22, 2014
Project: All Aboard Florida Passenger Rail


Service from Orlando to Miami
Counties: Brevard, Orange, Palm Beach,


Martin, St. Lucie, Indian River


Dear Mr. Winkle:


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed your Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) dated September 19, 2014, and other information submitted by the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) for All Aboard Florida Passenger Rail Service from Orlando to
Miami. The Service’s comments on the DEIS are presented below and are provided in
accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act) (87 Stat. 884; 16 U.S.C.
1531 elseq.).


PROJECT DESCRIPTION


All Aboard Florida LLC (AAF) is proposing to construct and operate a privately owned and
operated intercity passenger railroad system that will connect Orlando and Miami, with
intermediate stops in Fort Lauderdale and West Palm Beach, Florida (Project). To finance the
Project, AAF has applied for $1.6 billion in Federal funds through the FRA’s Railroad
Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing (RRIF) program. AAF proposes to implement the
Project through a phased approach. Phase I would provide rail service on the West Palm Beach
to Miami section while Phase II would extend service to Orlando. Phase I would provide
passenger rail service along the 66.5 miles of the Florida East Coast Railroad (FECR) Corridor
connecting West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, and Miami.


Phase I of the Project includes the construction of three new stations (West Palm Beach, Fort
Lauderdale and Miami), acquisition of five trains, construction of a second track along most of
the 66.5-mile corridor, and 16 new round-trip intercity passenger train trips (32 one-way trips) on
the West Palm Beach to Miami section of the FECR Corridor. FRA and AAF conducted an
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environmental review of Phase Tin 2012 and 2013 and made a finding of”No Significant
Impact” (FONSI). FRA concluded Phase I has independent utility, and could be advanced and
serve a transportation need even if Phase TI were not constructed. Consequently, FRA authorized
AAF to construct the Phase I component of the Project. However, to date, FRA has not
determined if a RRIF loan would be provided independently for Phase I.


Phase II of the Project includes: constructing a new railroad line parallel to State Road (SR) 528
from the Orlando International Airport to Cocoa; constructing a new vehicle maintenance facility
on property owned by the Greater Orlando Airport Authority; adding a second track,
straightening curves, and reconstructing 18 bridges within 128.5 miles of the FEçR Corridor
between West Palm Beach and Cocoa; and additional bridge work along the corridor from Miami
to West Palm Beach. Phase II would add 16 new round-trip intercity passenger train trips
(32 one-way trips) on the new railroad segment and on the FECR Corridor between Cocoa and
West Palm Beach. Maximum operating speeds along the entire corridor would range from 79 to
125 miles per hour (mph), depending upon the location. Operating speeds will be greatest along
the SR 528 corridor where there would be no highway-rail grade crossings.


Construction and operation of AAF passenger train service will include the entire corridor from
Orlando to Miami. Therefore, the FRA produced a DEIS that analyzes the cumulative effects of
completing both phases of the Project. However, because Phase 1 has already been addressed
under the National Environmental Policy Act with a FONSI, it is not reanalyzed in the DEIS.
The DES compares the effects of three action alternatives (Alternatives A, C, and E) and the
“no-build’ alternative. Alternatives A, C, and E present different locations of the 17.5 miles of
new railroad tracks along SR 528 from Orlando to Cocoa (Alternative A - within the existing
SR 528 right-of-way south of the paved travel lanes; Alternative C — along the boundary of the
SR 528 right-of-way south of the paved travel lanes; Alternative E — 100 feet south of SR 528
right-of-way boundary south of the pave travel lanes).


DEIS COMMENTS


Florida scrub-jay


The Project occurs within the geographic range of the threatened Florida scrub-jay (Aphelocoma
coerulescens). Surveys conducted by the consultants for AAF found active territories of Florida
scrub-jays at four localities immediately adjacent to the AAF rail corridor: 1) Helen and Allen
Cruickshank Sanctuary, between Malabar Road and Valkaria Road, and south of Micco Road in
Brevard County; 2) North Sebastian Conservation Area in Indian River County; 3) Savannas
Preserve State Park (SPSP) and a Florida Inland Navigation District site in St. Lucie County; and
4) Hobe Sound National Wildlife Refuge and Jonathan Dickinson State Park in Martin County.
Florida scrub-jays have been observed near and flying across, the track corridor. Moreover, the
Service notes it is likely Florida scrub-jays will occasionally occur within the rail corridor, either
foraging or flying across the tracks. The AAF project will result in passenger trains travelling
past and/or through these territories at 79 to 125 mph, 32 times a day and moving at significantly
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faster speeds than the freight trains currently using the corridor. This increase in rail traffic in
addition to the speed of trains traveling in these areas increases the likelihood that Florida scrub-
jays will be struck by a train and either injured or killed. Although the species may eventually
learn to avoid the trains, the Service finds it likely that injuries or deaths of scrub-jays are
reasonably certain occur as a result of the Project from train collisions. Consequently, the
Service finds the Project is likely to result in adverse effects to Florida scrub-jay. We understand
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is completing section 7 consultation on the project on
behalf of the FRA (the lead agency for the AAF project). We have contacted the Corps and
recommended they request formal consultation for the Project.


Federally listed plant species


The Project occurs within the geographic range of the endangered fragrant prickly apple (Cereus
eriophorus var fragrans). Specimens of fragrant prickly apple were observed within the existing
railroad footprint SPSP by staff of the SPSP. We recommend a botanical survey of the Project
footprint adjacent to the SPSP be conducted to determine the status of the fragrant prickly apple
and any other federally listed plant species. In addition, we recommend you contact the SPSP to
obtain further information regarding the locations of the observed specimens. The results of
these surveys should be provided to the Service to determine if further consultation on the
fragrant prickly apple or other federally-listed plant species is necessary.


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Project and your cooperation in the
effort to protect fish and wildlife resources. If you have any questions regarding our comments,
please contact John Wrublik at 772-469-4282.


Donald (Bob) Progulske
,—~ ~-‘Everglades Program Supervisor


South Florida Ecological Services Office


cc: electronic only
FWC, Tallahassee, Florida (FWC-CPS)
NOAA Fisheries, West Palm Beach, Florida (Brandon Howard)
Corps, Cocoa, Florida (Andrew Phillips)







From: judymccluney
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Comments on the DEIS for All Aboard Florida.doc
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 9:56:26 AM

Since Mr. Winkle states this link is working, I am again sending my comments below, which have also
 been mailed due to the inability to email them previously.
Thanks.
 

From: judymccluney [mailto:judymccluney@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, November 23, 2014 9:15 PM
To: 'AAFcomments@vhb.com'
Subject: Comments on the DEIS for All Aboard Florida.doc
 
I have reviewed the DEIS for All Aboard Florida’s proposed passenger rail project.  I am a
 longtime resident of Brevard County Florida.
 
A number of areas seem inadequately addressed in the report and for me cast doubt on the
 feasibility of the project.   It seems unworthy of public support.
 
Traffic issues stand out.  Appendix  2.1  states “The Project is intended to alleviate the
 growing congestion of the regional highway system while not
creating new or substantial delays to existing local transportation networks.”   The report
 states our traffic is expected to double by 2040.
This project does nothing to alleviate local traffic from Cocoa to West Palm Beach.  It will
 contribute to congestion by having trains block major intersections in busy, established and
 growing communities along the main U.S.1 artery.  The report obfuscates the likely numbers
 on the traffic back-ups by not explaining or putting into length measures such as “feet” or
 “miles” the “queue line” figures.  If they are in “feet” the analysis showed many intersections
 with queue lengths approaching a mile and “LOS” (wait) times of well over a minute.  I could
 not find any analysis for Brevard County intersections.  With the figures given for our
 neighboring counties, even if the actual train passage were only seconds, the back-up of
 waiting traffic would likely spill beyond the turn-off lanes and block through-highway
 commuter (U.S.1) traffic.  The intersection closure times listed are inconsistent.  For 2011,
 based on actual figures, they are given as: 28.5m.p.h. av. speed for freight trains with 195 sec.
 av. time to clear the intersection and  240 seconds to both activate crossing gates & have the
 train clear the intersection.  In the 2016 plan the freight speed is listed as 53.8 miles per hour
 and 103 seconds to clear the intersection (not counting crossing gate times.)  Why is the speed
 of freight trains almost double?  For passenger trains with average speed of 98.1 m.p.h. the
 clearing time is stated as 6 seconds.  Regardless, the approach to the intersection requires
 close to 40 seconds gate closing and opening time.  The issue here is not clearance but that
 traffic signals at intersections have to prevent cars’ approach into that intersection sooner.
 When the existing turn lanes from the highway are of limited length traffic is likely to back up
 into the highway.  Is AAF going to pay for expanding such highway turn-off lanes? 
 
With traffic blockage of main roads traffic can no longer be “through” traffic.  Thus the intent
 of new road improvement such as U.S.1 in Cocoa is rendered useless.  Tax money has been
 wasted to improve a road that will have more blockage and congestion, rendering it obsolete
 before it is even completed. 
 
Safety is an issue of course.  It has not been adequately addressed in terms of this road
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 blockage, which itself has been poorly examined.  Our safety and hospital services are often
 on the “other” side of the RR and U.S.1.  They will be blocked by more trains.
 
Finally, there are taxation issues.  With so much more frequent use of the crossings by trains
 more upkeep will be needed.  These costs for maintenance and “rebuilds” (average cost
 $100,000 per intersection) have for years been paid by our communities out of our tax
 monies.  Why should we do this for a supposedly “private” enterprise that detracts from our
 quality of life and gives us no benefit?
 
Another area of concern for the project as a whole are the places where the rail crosses rivers
 via draw-bridges.  If such bridges malfunction it can take days to fix them.  If people are
 depending on these trains for dependable transportation they may well be upset at the delays. 
 After all, we are no longer in the 19th century.  The report notes that under storm conditions
 trains may just have to be cancelled.  Again it seems this train will be of no service to the
 residents of Florida.  If a major storm came, making it necessary to evacuate areas such as S.
 Florida, the trains would be unlikely to help, and perhaps might hinder leaving the area.  As
 well, too many delays and break-downs would give the AAF bad publicity and deter train use,
 perhaps extensively.  The project would be seen as a boondoggle and consequently be even
 more likely to fail.
 
These are major considerations.  Unless they can be satisfactorily answered, I recommend not
 approving this project.
 
Sincerely,
Judy McCluney
 
 



From: Tom Fogt
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: pwfogt@yahoo.com
Subject: FW: Copier Scans
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 3:13:51 PM
Attachments: scan.pdf

-----Original Message-----
From: jennifer@tomfogt.com [mailto:jennifer@tomfogt.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 3:27 PM
To: tom@tomfogt.com
Subject: Copier Scans

-------------------
CS-3060
[00:c0:ee:1f:6e:3b]
-------------------
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Current route for the FEC High Speed Rail service from Miami to Orlando, Florida
Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014 6:48:16 AM

 
 

From: Thomas Ladomirak [mailto:ladomirakt@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 8:46 PM
To: coments@vhb.com; Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: floridanotallabord@gmail.com; ladomirakt@bellsouth.net
Subject: Current route for the FEC High Speed Rail service from Miami to Orlando, Florida
 
I feel that the current planned route for the High Speed
 Rail Service by the FEC Railway from Miami to Fort
 Ladurdale to West Palm Beach is OK, but for the West
 Palm Beach to Orlando segment, needs to go west. I
 feel the route should go west along the, Bee Line
 Highway in Palm Beach County ,(State Road 710), to
 Indiantown, FL., in rural Martin County. Than continue
 northwest to Okeechobee and than north to Orlando,FL.
 
With this route, you would avoid the negative effect on
 the urban areas of the whole Treasure Coast and Space
 Coast areas along the east coast of Florida.
 
This High Speed Rail service could follow the route of
 the CSX Rail Service from West Palm Beach to
 Indiantown, FL without to much train traffic delays to the
 the rural areas of Southeast, Florida along the Treasure
 Coast and north to southern Central Florida.
 
Also I understand All Aboard Florida wants to have a
 route from Orlando to Cocoa. I have no problem using
 the right-a-way of the Beach Line Highway also know
 as State Road 528, from Orlando to Cocoa.

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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Thank You, Thomas S. Ladomirak



From: waynepg@juno.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov
Cc: tgrane@tcboating.com
Subject: Fw: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 8:13:52 PM

 

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590
 
Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
We object to the All Aboard Florida (AAF) high speed rail project as currently
 proposed and configured and submits comments with respect to the following
 categories evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS):
 Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts),
 Economic Conditions, Environmental Justice, Navigation, Public Health & Safety,
 Threatened and Endangered Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.
 
Introduction
 
Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor) identified on
 Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40 miles north of West
 Palm Beach and has an estimated population of 151,263 based on 2013 U.S.
 Census Bureau projections.
 
Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and Orlando,
 Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a day traveling at
 high speed through our community (along with an additional 12 to 14 freight trains).
 AAF will cause economic harm and create safety, environmental, noise, and
 navigation hazards that Martin County residents do not currently face.
 
The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to â€œdisclose the
 environmental consequencesâ€  of the proposed AAF project â€œand to inform
 decision-makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives that would avoid or
 minimize adverse impacts to the natural or human environment.â€  The Draft EIS
 that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF fails to serve this purpose. It
 contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information that must be
 supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the public may fully
 evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.
 
Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts)
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AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within Martin
 County.
 
Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated
 municipalities which are crossed by the project in its discussion of Communities and
 Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-105).
 
The City of Stuart, which is the Countyâ€™s largest incorporated municipality (pop.
 est. 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the DEIS
 report of impacts of the project on municipalities, although there are 10 at grade
 crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean Breeze, also an incorporated municipality
 within Martin County (pop. est. 463) which, like the City of Stuart, is literally bisected
 by the project, has also been omitted.
 
Many of the Cityâ€™s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which is
 listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage Museum
 are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.
 
Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these issues in
 detail.
 
The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest
 incorporated municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is glaringly
 absent from the examination of these issues. The omission of Martin County, the City
 of Stuart, and the Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS evaluation of Communities
 and Demographics raises serious concerns about the thoroughness and veracity of
 the entire proposed EIS.
 
Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the project
 on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF â€œwould benefit elderly and
 handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option that will enhance
 mobility and livability in their communities.â€  (DEIS 5-135)
 
Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any
 community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there is not a
 single â€œtransportation optionâ€  provided by AAF to elderly and handicapped
 individuals. AAF not only fails to â€œenhance mobility and livabilityâ€  in Martin
 County communities for elderly and handicapped residents, the project promises
 severe disruption to communities in which the elderly and handicapped reside and
 poses potential life-threatening risks.
 
Economic Conditions
 
Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections â€“ that
 section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks â€“ the project
 creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small businesses that rely on
 customers to cross the tracks for access.
 



Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business outlets are
 located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access across the tracks
 is not assured by the project, threatening the customer base of many of these small
 businesses, especially in the unincorporated areas of Port Salerno, Hobe Sound,
 Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the incorporated municipality of Stuart, which
 encompasses the minority community of East Stuart.
 
Martin County has five â€œcommunity redevelopment areasâ€  (CRAs) which will
 be impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the
 DEIS. The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound CRAs all
 are adjacent to or bisected by the FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily created areas
 designed to eliminate blight, provide affordable housing, and generate economic
 development and stability within the communities where they are established. The
 DEIS fails to consider the projectâ€™s negative impacts to Martin Countyâ€™s
 CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused by AAF on the Tax
 Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance and maintain CRA
 operations.
 
The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to temporary
 construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.
 
The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result from the
 project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small business owners and
 residents in the project area, especially those adjacent to or in close proximity to the
 FECR tracks.
 
Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or
 permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train traffic
 that will block access to their businesses and create hazardous conditions for their
 customers trying to cross the tracks.
 
Environmental Justice
 
The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income populations
 in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the negative impacts of the
 AAF project.
 
The Countyâ€™s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the FECR
 tracks.
 
The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-American.
 East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings â€“ at Florida Street and A1A (Dixie
 Highway) and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely populated
 residential area from the commercial area, and it is common for residents â€“
 especially children â€“ to walk or ride their bikes across the tracks several times a
 day. One of the most beloved and utilized organizations within the East Stuart
 community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center, which provides services for low-
income and minority parents and children, is located in the immediate vicinity of the



 project.
 
Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate, where
 public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys and Girlsâ
€™ Club are located in close proximity to the project. These communities have a high
 level of minority residents and businesses who are disproportionately impacted by
 the project, which does not directly impact the more affluent communities within the
 County which are not located as near the FECR tracks.
 
Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of low-
income, minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be encountered
 by emergency vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access emergency medical
 care.
 
Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin County
 (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted comments
 objecting to the project noting that emergency responders throughout Martin County
 already â€œface a unique burden from existing freight trafficâ€  on the â€œrail line
 [which] slices through the center ofâ€  the community.
 
Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR tracks, the
 emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result in tragic
 consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted, even if delays
 caused by increased train traffic at crossings throughout the community are brief, â
€œseconds can truly mean the difference between life and death.â€
 
In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the railroad
 tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to these
 residents.
 
Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be further
 depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from increased train
 traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and minority communities located
 closest to the FECR tracks.
 
Navigation
 
Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative impacts to
 navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to adequately and
 accurately address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., joins the
 marine industry, local governments, and boaters throughout the County in objecting
 to the project as it relates to navigation.
 
The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect to the
 number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge. Comments
 submitted by Martin County include accurate counts of vessels passing through the
 bridge during the week and on weekends, reflecting more than twice as many
 vessels as the DEIS estimates.
 



Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge
 opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront properties
 that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks that require boaters
 to navigate through the bridge with longer and more frequent closures also will be
 severely impacted by the project.
 
Public Health & Safety
 
The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be
 hampered by the project throughout Martin County.
 
Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewallâ€™s Point,
 there will be increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach the
 medical center located across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart and Martin
 County, which contracts with other municipalities to provide fire rescue services,
 project serious increases in emergency response times due to increased train traffic
 and crossing closures.
 
Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in the
 event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on Hutchinson Island
 just north of Martin County. All evacuation routes are crossed by FECR tracks. In the
 event of other emergencies or weather events that require evacuation, increased
 train traffic will generate still more delays.
 
Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County, especially in
 low-income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with not only a higher
 number of trains on the tracks each day but increased speed of approaching trains.
 Pedestrians used to gauging the time available to cross the tracks based on the
 slower speed of freight trains will face significantly less crossing time with high-speed
 passenger trains approaching.
 
Threatened and Endangered Species
 
The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and
 inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the project.
 
The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin County,
 which is the site of a number of resources which are not even mentioned in the DEIS.
 The Florida Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) has submitted comments
 identifying species which will likely be impacted, such as perforated reindeer lichen
 ( Cladonia perforata ) located within the right-of-way and Curtissâ€™ milkweed
 ( Asclepias curtissi).
 
The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat within
 the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay, gopher
 tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially likely to cross
 back and forth across the tracks in the park to travel between scrub habitat and
 wetlands breeding grounds.
 



Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as well as
 gopher tortoise on site.
 
More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe negative
 impacts since the park has only one public access road. Emergency vehicles,
 campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the western part of the park during
 closures.
 
The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these issues.
 
Wetlands and Water Resources
 
As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands and
 water resources resulting from the proposed project.
 
Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including potential
 impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is federally
 designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such concerns,
 suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR tracks eliminates or minimizes
 them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a significant ecological complex,
 however, that provides unique habitat for endangered, threatened and migratory
 birds that travel throughout the area, including within the right-of-way.
 
Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been quantified or
 addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these impacts without
 acknowledging Martin Countyâ€™s special protections for all wetlands. Insufficient
 data is provided for an accurate evaluation of the projectâ€™s wetlands impacts.
 
Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of
 Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which have been
 requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as Martin County and
 other governmental agencies.
 
It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other marine life
 will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in increased bridge
 closures producing more vessels queuing up to navigate through the bridge.
 
Conclusion
 
The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative (DEIS
 Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts to Martin
 County residents and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply rejected the
 CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand, citing speculative issues such as â€œthe risk
 that CSX would not be willing to enter intoâ€  a shared use agreement for existing
 infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as the CSX Route Alternative
 poses â€œthe highest potential adverse direct and indirect impacts to wetlands and
 protected species.â€  (DEIS 3-7)
We strongly oppose the AAF project as proposed. The DEIS is replete with
 inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and subjective material that appears to have been



 deliberately skewed by the drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed
 project.
 
We advocate consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive Growth
 Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The DEIS inaccurately
 states that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County â€œDivision of Community
 Planning.â€  (DEIS 4-4) There is no such agency within Martin County government.
 The Plan was prepared by the Martin County Growth Management Department.
 
Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate
 information is provided that truly reflects the AAF projectâ€™s impacts on the
 population and communities along the projected route.
 
Sincerely,
D Thomas & Judy Grane
3745 SE Doubleton Dr
Stuart, FL 34997
 



From: JERRY C GRASTON
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john.winkle@dot.gov; anthony.foxx@dot.gov
Subject: Fw: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:43:59 PM

 

Please help those of us along the Treasure Coast to stop the running of the high
 speed rail train through our towns along the east coast.  These trains will not be
 stopping in our towns and will be of no value to our lives whatsoever.  They will
 provide no convenience or monetary value to us.  They will only disrupt the quality of
 lives that we so much treasure.  These trains will be going through our areas
 impacting our schools, businesses and some beautiful state parks.  They will create
 safety hazards as well as economic and environmental problems.  I am wondering if
 anyone has really taken the time to ride this route and see what these trains will do to
 neighborhoods, business areas and our waterways.  In many areas such as Hobe
 Sound and Port Salerno there is very little room to even build a second track which
 will make a train even closer to homes and businesses.  I would prefer that this train
 not be approved at all but at the very least it should be west of the turnpike where it
 is sparsely populated and there will be no neighborhoods or waterways disturbed.

I support the letter below and hope this will bring to light why we along the Treasure
 Coast are so against having to bear all the problems this train will bring to our daily
 lives with no benefit whatsoever.

Dorothy Graston

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation

Dear Mr. Winkle:

The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization which has
 promoted a safe and healthy environment and the unique quality of life for
 Martin County residents for more than a decade, objects to the All Aboard
 Florida (AAF) high speed rail project as currently proposed and configured and
 submits comments with respect to the following categories evaluated in the
 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): Communities and

mailto:beachbum44@bellsouth.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:anthony.foxx@dot.gov


 Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts), Economic
 Conditions, Environmental Justice, Navigation, Public Health & Safety,
 Threatened and Endangered Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.

Introduction

Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor)
 identified on Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40
 miles north of West Palm Beach and has an estimated population of 151,263
 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.

Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and
 Orlando, Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a
 day traveling at high speed through our community (along with an additional
 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause economic harm and create safety,
 environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin County residents do
 not currently face.

The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the
 environmental consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform
 decision-makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives that would
 avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or human environment.” The
 Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF fails to serve
 this purpose. It contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information
 that must be supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the
 public may fully evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.

Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community
 Impacts)

AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within
 Martin County.

Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated
 municipalities which are crossed by the project in its discussion of
 Communities and Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-105).

The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop.
 est. 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the
 DEIS report of impacts of the project on municipalities, although there are 10
 at grade crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean Breeze, also an
 incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est. 463) which, like the
 City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has also been omitted.

Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which
 is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage
 Museum are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.

Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these



 issues in detail.

The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest
 incorporated municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is
 glaringly absent from the examination of these issues. The omission of Martin
 County, the City of Stuart, and the Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS
 evaluation of Communities and Demographics raises serious concerns about
 the thoroughness and veracity of the entire proposed EIS.

Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the
 project on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit
 elderly and handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option that
 will enhance mobility and livability in their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)

Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any
 community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there
 is not a single “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and
 handicapped individuals. AAF not only fails to “enhance mobility and livability”
 in Martin County communities for elderly and handicapped residents, the
 project promises severe disruption to communities in which the elderly and
 handicapped reside and poses potential life-threatening risks.

Economic Conditions

Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that
 section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the
 project creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small businesses
 that rely on customers to cross the tracks for access.

Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business
 outlets are located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access
 across the tracks is not assured by the project, threatening the customer base
 of many of these small businesses, especially in the unincorporated areas of
 Port Salerno, Hobe Sound, Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the
 incorporated municipality of Stuart, which encompasses the minority
 community of East Stuart.

Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be
 impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the
 DEIS. The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound
 CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily
 created areas designed to eliminate blight, provide affordable housing, and
 generate economic development and stability within the communities where
 they are established. The DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts
 to Martin County’s CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused
 by AAF on the Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance
 and maintain CRA operations.



The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to
 temporary construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.

The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result
 from the project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small
 business owners and residents in the project area, especially those adjacent
 to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.

Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or
 permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train
 traffic that will block access to their businesses and create hazardous
 conditions for their customers trying to cross the tracks.

Environmental Justice

The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income
 populations in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the
 negative impacts of the AAF project.

The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the
 FECR tracks.

The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-
American. East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A
 (Dixie Highway) and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely
 populated residential area from the commercial area, and it is common for
 residents – especially children – to walk or ride their bikes across the tracks
 several times a day. One of the most beloved and utilized organizations within
 the East Stuart community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center, which
 provides services for low-income and minority parents and children, is located
 in the immediate vicinity of the project.

Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate,
 where public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys
 and Girls’ Club are located in close proximity to the project. These
 communities have a high level of minority residents and businesses who are
 disproportionately impacted by the project, which does not directly impact the
 more affluent communities within the County which are not located as near the
 FECR tracks.

Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of
 low-income, minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be
 encountered by emergency vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access
 emergency medical care.

Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin
 County (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted
 comments objecting to the project noting that emergency responders



 throughout Martin County already “face a unique burden from existing freight
 traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the center of” the community.

Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR
 tracks, the emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result
 in tragic consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted,
 even if delays caused by increased train traffic at crossings throughout the
 community are brief, “seconds can truly mean the difference between life and
 death.”

In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the
 railroad tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to
 these residents.

Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be
 further depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from
 increased train traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and minority
 communities located closest to the FECR tracks.

Navigation

Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative
 impacts to navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to
 adequately and accurately address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin
 County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local governments, and boaters
 throughout the County in objecting to the project as it relates to navigation.

The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect
 to the number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge.
 Comments submitted by Martin County include accurate counts of vessels
 passing through the bridge during the week and on weekends, reflecting more
 than twice as many vessels as the DEIS estimates.

Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge
 opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront
 properties that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks
 that require boaters to navigate through the bridge with longer and more
 frequent closures also will be severely impacted by the project.

Public Health & Safety

The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be
 hampered by the project throughout Martin County.

Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point,
 there will be increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach
 the medical center located across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart
 and Martin County, which contracts with other municipalities to provide fire
 rescue services, project serious increases in emergency response times due



 to increased train traffic and crossing closures.

Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in
 the event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on
 Hutchinson Island just north of Martin County. All evacuation routes are
 crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies or weather events
 that require evacuation, increased train traffic will generate still more delays.

Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County,
 especially in low-income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with
 not only a higher number of trains on the tracks each day but increased speed
 of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to gauging the time available to cross
 the tracks based on the slower speed of freight trains will face significantly
 less crossing time with high-speed passenger trains approaching.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and
 inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the project.

The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin
 County, which is the site of a number of resources which are not even
 mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP)
 has submitted comments identifying species which will likely be impacted,
 such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia perforata ) located within the
 right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed ( Asclepias curtissi).

The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat
 within the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay,
 gopher tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially
 likely to cross back and forth across the tracks in the park to travel between
 scrub habitat and wetlands breeding grounds.

Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as
 well as gopher tortoise on site.

More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe
 negative impacts since the park has only one public access road. Emergency
 vehicles, campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the western part of the
 park during closures.

The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these
 issues.

Wetlands and Water Resources

As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands
 and water resources resulting from the proposed project.



Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including
 potential impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is
 federally designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such
 concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR tracks eliminates
 or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a significant
 ecological complex, however, that provides unique habitat for endangered,
 threatened and migratory birds that travel throughout the area, including within
 the right-of-way.

Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been
 quantified or addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these
 impacts without acknowledging Martin County’s special protections for all
 wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate evaluation of the
 project’s wetlands impacts.

Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of
 Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which
 have been requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as
 Martin County and other governmental agencies.

It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other
 marine life will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in
 increased bridge closures producing more vessels queuing up to navigate
 through the bridge.

Conclusion

The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative
 (DEIS Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts
 to Martin County residents and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply
 rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand, citing speculative issues such
 as “the risk that CSX would not be willing to enter into” a shared use
 agreement for existing infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as the
 CSX Route Alternative poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect
 impacts to wetlands and protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as
 proposed. The DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and
 subjective material that appears to have been deliberately skewed by the
 drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed project.

The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive
 Growth Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The
 DEIS inaccurately states that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS 4-4) There is no such agency within
 Martin County government. The Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 Growth Management Department.

Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate
 information is provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the



 population and communities along the projected route.

Sincerely,

Peter H. Conze, Jr., President
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.
www.theguardiansofmartincounty.com
Prepared by Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Counsel to The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.

http://www.theguardiansofmartincounty.org/


From: Joan Bizousky
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; john
Subject: FW: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:57:53 AM

 

 Date: Tue, 2 Dec 2014 16:53:24 -0500
From: elzer@gate.net
To: elzer@gate.net
Subject: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard

Tomorrow is the last day FRA is taking our comments on All
 Aboard's DEIS.  Be sure to voice your concerns.
Send your comments to US DOT and FRA:  They can deny the proposed
 $1.75+Billion tax-exempt bonds and also
the $1.6Billion government loan.    Below is a copy of The Guardians of
 Martin County' letter.

Email to:  "AAF_comments@vhb.com" AAF_comments@vhb.com,
 "john.winkle@dot.gov" <john.winkle@dot.gov>, "Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov"
 <Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov>
cc.  "Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil" <Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil>,
 "David.Keys@noaa.gov" <David.Keys@noaa.gov>, "Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil"
 <Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil>, "Allan.Nagy@faa.gov" <Allan.Nagy@faa.gov>,
 "James.Christian@dot.gov" <James.Christian@dot.gov>, "Benito.Cunill@dot.gov"
 <Benito.Cunill@dot.gov>, "Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov" <Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov>,
 "Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov" <Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov>, "John_Wrublik@fws.gov"
 <John_Wrublik@fws.gov>, "Charles_Kelso@fws.gov" <Charles_Kelso@fws.gov>,
  "CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov"
 <CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov>, "BillNelson@senate.gov"
 <BillNelson@senate.gov>, "Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com"
 <Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com>, "Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov"
 <Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov>, "GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com"
 <GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com>, "MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov"
 <MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov>

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
 Section 4(f) Evaluation

Dear Mr. Winkle:

mailto:jbizousky@hotmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:winkle@dot.gov
mailto:AAF_comments@vhb.com


The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization which has
 promoted a safe and healthy environment and the unique quality of life
 for Martin County residents for more than a decade, objects to the All
 Aboard Florida (AAF) high speed rail project as currently proposed and
 configured and submits comments with respect to the following
 categories evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
 (DEIS): Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic
 Community Impacts), Economic Conditions, Environmental Justice,
 Navigation, Public Health & Safety, Threatened and Endangered
 Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.

Introduction

Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor)
 identified on Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately
 40 miles north of West Palm Beach and has an estimated population of
 151,263 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.

Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and
 Orlando, Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains
 a day traveling at high speed through our community (along with an
 additional 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause economic harm and
 create safety, environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin
 County residents do not currently face.

The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose
 the environmental consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to
 inform decision-makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives
 that would avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or human
 environment.” The Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were
 paid by AAF fails to serve this purpose. It contains inadequate,
 incomplete, and inaccurate information that must be supplemented and
 corrected before decision-makers and the public may fully evaluate the
 impacts of the proposed AAF project.

Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community
 Impacts)

AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts
 within Martin County.

Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two
 incorporated municipalities which are crossed by the project in its
 discussion of Communities and Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-
105).

The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality
 (pop. est. 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not
 mentioned in the DEIS report of impacts of the project on municipalities,



 although there are 10 at grade crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean
 Breeze, also an incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est.
 463) which, like the City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has
 also been omitted.

Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater,
 which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart
 Heritage Museum are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.

Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address
 these issues in detail.

The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS
 evaluation of Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF
 project when the largest incorporated municipality in the County and, in
 fact, all of Martin County is glaringly absent from the examination of
 these issues. The omission of Martin County, the City of Stuart, and the
 Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS evaluation of Communities and
 Demographics raises serious concerns about the thoroughness and
 veracity of the entire proposed EIS.

Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact
 of the project on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF
 “would benefit elderly and handicapped individuals by providing a
 transportation option that will enhance mobility and livability in their
 communities.” (DEIS 5-135)

Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of
 any community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin
 County, there is not a single “transportation option” provided by AAF to
 elderly and handicapped individuals. AAF not only fails to “enhance
 mobility and livability” in Martin County communities for elderly and
 handicapped residents, the project promises severe disruption to
 communities in which the elderly and handicapped reside and poses
 potential life-threatening risks.

Economic Conditions

Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections
 – that section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks
 – the project creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small
 businesses that rely on customers to cross the tracks for access.

Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other
 business outlets are located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast
 and safe access across the tracks is not assured by the project,
 threatening the customer base of many of these small businesses,
 especially in the unincorporated areas of Port Salerno, Hobe Sound,
 Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the incorporated municipality of



 Stuart, which encompasses the minority community of East Stuart.

Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which
 will be impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or
 discussed in the DEIS. The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port
 Salerno and Hobe Sound CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the
 FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily created areas designed to eliminate
 blight, provide affordable housing, and generate economic development
 and stability within the communities where they are established. The
 DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts to Martin County’s
 CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused by AAF on the
 Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance and
 maintain CRA operations.

The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to
 temporary construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin
 County.

The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will
 result from the project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of
 small business owners and residents in the project area, especially
 those adjacent to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.

Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-
lasting or permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of
 increased train traffic that will block access to their businesses and
 create hazardous conditions for their customers trying to cross the
 tracks.

Environmental Justice

The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income
 populations in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the
 negative impacts of the AAF project.

The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected
 by the FECR tracks.

The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-
American. East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street
 and A1A (Dixie Highway) and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a
 densely populated residential area from the commercial area, and it is
 common for residents – especially children – to walk or ride their bikes
 across the tracks several times a day. One of the most beloved and
 utilized organizations within the East Stuart community, the Gertrude
 Walden Child Care Center, which provides services for low-income and
 minority parents and children, is located in the immediate vicinity of the
 project.



Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden
 Gate, where public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such
 as the Boys and Girls’ Club are located in close proximity to the project.
 These communities have a high level of minority residents and
 businesses who are disproportionately impacted by the project, which
 does not directly impact the more affluent communities within the County
 which are not located as near the FECR tracks.

Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher
 percentages of low-income, minority, and elderly residents is the
 certainty that delay will be encountered by emergency vehicles crossing
 the FECR tracks to access emergency medical care.

Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in
 Martin County (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has
 submitted comments objecting to the project noting that emergency
 responders throughout Martin County already “face a unique burden
 from existing freight traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the
 center of” the community.

Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the
 FECR tracks, the emergency access burden is of special concern and
 likely to result in tragic consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial
 Medical Center noted, even if delays caused by increased train traffic at
 crossings throughout the community are brief, “seconds can truly mean
 the difference between life and death.”

In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across
 the railroad tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate
 dangers to these residents.

Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be
 further depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration
 from increased train traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and
 minority communities located closest to the FECR tracks.

Navigation

Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious
 negative impacts to navigation caused by the project and the failure of
 the DEIS to adequately and accurately address these concerns. The
 Guardians of Martin County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local
 governments, and boaters throughout the County in objecting to the
 project as it relates to navigation.

The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with
 respect to the number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River
 bridge. Comments submitted by Martin County include accurate counts



 of vessels passing through the bridge during the week and on
 weekends, reflecting more than twice as many vessels as the DEIS
 estimates.

Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River
 bridge opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for
 waterfront properties that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial
 marinas and docks that require boaters to navigate through the bridge
 with longer and more frequent closures also will be severely impacted by
 the project.

Public Health & Safety

The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes
 will be hampered by the project throughout Martin County.

Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s
 Point, there will be increased delays in the ability of emergency
 responders to reach the medical center located across the FECR tracks.
 Both the City of Stuart and Martin County, which contracts with other
 municipalities to provide fire rescue services, project serious increases in
 emergency response times due to increased train traffic and crossing
 closures.

Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for
 evacuation in the event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power
 Plant on Hutchinson Island just north of Martin County. All evacuation
 routes are crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies or
 weather events that require evacuation, increased train traffic will
 generate still more delays.

Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County,
 especially in low-income and minority areas, will be even more
 dangerous with not only a higher number of trains on the tracks each
 day but increased speed of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to
 gauging the time available to cross the tracks based on the slower speed
 of freight trains will face significantly less crossing time with high-speed
 passenger trains approaching.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species
 and inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the
 project.

The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in
 Martin County, which is the site of a number of resources which are not
 even mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida Division of Recreation and
 Parks (DRP) has submitted comments identifying species which will



 likely be impacted, such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia
 perforata ) located within the right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed
 ( Asclepias curtissi).

The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has
 habitat within the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the
 Florida scrub jay, gopher tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The
 gopher frog is especially likely to cross back and forth across the tracks
 in the park to travel between scrub habitat and wetlands breeding
 grounds.

Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay
 habitat as well as gopher tortoise on site.

More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe
 negative impacts since the park has only one public access road.
 Emergency vehicles, campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the
 western part of the park during closures.

The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing
 these issues.

Wetlands and Water Resources

As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to
 wetlands and water resources resulting from the proposed project.

Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including
 potential impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which
 is federally designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes
 off such concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR
 tracks eliminates or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River
 watershed is a significant ecological complex, however, that provides
 unique habitat for endangered, threatened and migratory birds that travel
 throughout the area, including within the right-of-way.

Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been
 quantified or addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these
 impacts without acknowledging Martin County’s special protections for
 all wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate evaluation of
 the project’s wetlands impacts.

Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps
 of Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings
 which have been requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as
 well as Martin County and other governmental agencies.

It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other
 marine life will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in



 increased bridge closures producing more vessels queuing up to
 navigate through the bridge.

Conclusion

The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route
 Alternative (DEIS Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the
 negative impacts to Martin County residents and communities. The AAF-
paid consultants simply rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand,
 citing speculative issues such as “the risk that CSX would not be willing
 to enter into” a shared use agreement for existing infrastructure and
 unsupported conclusions such as the CSX Route Alternative poses “the
 highest potential adverse direct and indirect impacts to wetlands and
 protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project
 as proposed. The DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated,
 speculative, and subjective material that appears to have been
 deliberately skewed by the drafters to support an unsustainable, critically
 flawed project.

The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County
 Comprehensive Growth Management Plan in all development
 throughout the County. The DEIS inaccurately states that the Plan was
 prepared by the Martin County “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS
 4-4) There is no such agency within Martin County government. The
 Plan was prepared by the Martin County Growth Management
 Department.

Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and
 accurate information is provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s
 impacts on the population and communities along the projected route.

Sincerely,

Peter H. Conze, Jr., President
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.
www.theguardiansofmartincounty.com
Prepared by Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Counsel to The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.

http://www.theguardiansofmartincounty.org/


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: DEiS WPB
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 12:17:08 PM

I don’t know if this constitutes a comment on the DEIS, but I’m forwarding.
 
From: Bertha B. [mailto:bmatics@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 8:49 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: DEiS WPB
 
Just would like to tell you I was extremely disappointed today at the WPB DEIS meeting. First
 I was hoping to meet you. I understand you are in favor of AAF and the Railroad but you
 have been very nice via correspondence. Thank you. Today at the DEIS meeting it felt more
 like a propaganda for AAF, than something that was suppose to be comments on what one
 read on the DEIS. Someone who had NOT taken the time to read the report as I had.. would
 have seen the pretty pictures, plans and videos and said oh wow this is great!!! 
 
 
When I had to give my statement. I FELT intimidated!  I had to give it in a corner, open to the
 public ,  with someone with a timer, the court reporter, and someone from AAF on my right
 and Three people in front of me from AAF giving their how wonderful AAF is speech to
 people who UNLIKE myself had taken the time to read the five hundred some pages.   Is this
 What is considered fair???  I was really disappointed. 
 
There was nothing non partial about this. It was clearly from my perspective put on by AAF
 for AAF and my 40 minute drive down to WPB was a waste of time.   I thought FRA was
 going to be fair about this.  If the FRA gives the RRIF loan to AAF it will be a detriment to
 residents of northern Palm Beach County and anyone North of WPB .
 
  I spoke to Mr.Jose Gonzalez.  He stated MY benefit was to get tri rail 20 years earlier and
 there would NOT be an increase in freight???   The DEIS states there will be.   That is a joke. 
 Tri Rail is a benefit. AAF is a detriment. MY poison  that I will choose to take then will be
 drive my car and go without Tri Rail.  
 
Mr. Winkle if this was suppose to be a public forum. It was a joke!!  I mean no disrespect but
 this was nothing more than more of a push for AAF and its representatives.
 
--
Regards,

  Bertha  

Bertha B.Matics 
Realtor
Keller Williams Real Estate
(561)371-7607
www.BerthaSellsHomes.NET

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
http://www.berthasellshomes.net/


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: FEC Bridge at St. Lucie River
Date: Monday, November 3, 2014 7:06:37 AM

 
 

From: Barry Douglass [mailto:bldouglass@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Saturday, November 01, 2014 1:42 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA); comments@vhb.com
Subject: FEC Bridge at St. Lucie River
 
 
 
To All Concerned:
 
The proposed closing of the FEC bridge over the St. Lucie Bridge in Stuart, FL for
 32
additional AAF trains per day is not just a little problem of impatient "yachties"
 waiting to pass through. The St. Lucie River stands apart from the New River and
 Loxahatchee River and Miami River because it is not merely a vessel thoroughfare
 through some marine communities. It is the equivalent of the Panama Canal for
 vessels transiting via the Okeechobee Waterway between the Atlantic Ocean to the
 Gulf of Mexico. Just as the Panama Canal is the only way to get from the Atlantic to
 the Pacific without going around notorious Cape Horn, the Okeechobee Waterway
 is the only way for vessels to transit from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean
 without going south through the Florida Keys (for shallow-draft vessels) or around
 Key West (for deep-draft vessels).
 
The FEC railroad bridge across the St. Lucie River in Stuart is the motor vehicle
equivalent of a traffic bottleneck closing Interstate 95, possibly for the majority of
 each
daylight hour considering AAF plans of 32 transits per day, with most, if not all,
 during daylight hours. In its closed position, the FEC bridge allows passage of
 boats that require vertical clearance of less than of 6.2 feet, only the tiniest of boats.
 The bridge is not just another modern drawbridge. It is an ancient 100-year-old
 mechanism that opens and closes with the speed of its age. It thus requires
 closures commencing well in advance of any approaching train, with sufficient
 advance time to alert and allow slow commercial barge traffic to complete passage
 prior to commencing its downward path. The Environmental Impact Statement says
 a closure cycle takes 15 minutes. That is not what I and others have measured,
 from red light to green light in coordination with opening the old Roosevelt vehicle
 bridge less than 250 few feet to the west of the FEC bridge. Every time I have
 passed through the FEC bridge, it takes at least 30 minutes to complete an open-
and-close cycle.  This is measured from the time the FEC red light heralds an
 approaching train, when vessels must halt their approach and when the old
 Roosevelt Bridge tender will no longer open on request, and includes the time for
 the train to pass sufficiently far to permit commencement of the opening process, to
 the time the green light once again allows passage of vessels and the old
 Roosevelt Bridge tender will once again open on request “after vehicle traffic

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


 clears”.  I personally have waited over an hour for the FEC bridge to cycle for the
 passing of multiple trains.  Although the AAF video cartoon shows boats waiting in
 line like cars at a crossing, boats must try to maintain position is the often high tidal
 currents and try to pass through the bridges as quickly as possible to avoid being
 trapped again.  Considering the AAF plans for mostly daylight operations when
 boating traffic is highest, these additional closings will create and serious safety
 issue.
 
Assuming the 30-minutes per closure is correct, the planned 32 AAF trains, mostly
 traveling in daylight results in the FEC bridge blocking marine traffic for 16 hours
 per day, not including the FEC bridge closures for the current 22 freight trains daily
 which require much longer closure times. That effectively closes down Florida’s
 Panama Canal completely to the thousands of vessels that pass through the St.
 Lucie Lock on their passage from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. Those
 vessels include the many commercial barges, local marine traffic, the new yachts
 that manufacturers bring to and from the boat shows in Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, St.
 Pete, Newport and beyond, and the yachts of cruisers and snowbirds headed
 across the state to the Bahamas or to the Gulf on their way to Mexico, Texas and
 other states north and west.  In addition there are numerous times when large
 numbers of boats try to pass through the bridges together such as boat parades,
 yacht club and boat manufacturer flotillas, holiday fireworks displays, and others
 which will be dangerously disrupted.
 
The concern about FEC/AAF affecting marine traffic is not just about impatient
 yachties having to wait. The Okeechobee Waterway is a lifeline for Florida vessels
 transiting between the Gulf and the Atlantic, a lifeline that AAF threatens to choke
 to its waterway death and potentially result in serious safety issues at the bridges.
 
 
Barry Douglass
772-287-9334 Home
772-341-0737 Cell
 



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Federal backing of All Aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:45:41 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Richard Schulman [mailto:hormel@ssl-mail.com]
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 8:29 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA); AAF-comments@vhb.com
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: Federal backing of All Aboard Florida

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I am appalled that the FRA and DOT are considering subsidizing All Aboard Florida with below-market-rate loans
 for a project that will economically devastate the communities through which it passes, kill significant numbers of
 children and handicapped persons in pedestrian accidents, and put the American taxpayer on the hook for bailing
 out the railroad when its rosy traffic projections fail, as they almost certainly will.

If this project were economically viable, it would be able to secure adequate funds on the private capital market,
 without government subsidies. In point of fact, All Aboard Florida is crony capitalism at its most insidious. The
 taxpayer is put at risk for the railroad's likely losses; the profits, if any, will accrue to a gaggle of politically
 influential speculators in linked railroad, real estate, and shipping interests.

This brings up another crucial point: All Aboard Florida isn't about passenger service or reducing auto travel. It's
 about securing federal subsidies for railbed improvement for expanded freight service when the widened Panama
 Canal opens in 2016. Now if expanded freight and passenger service are necessary between Orlando and Miami,
 they should go down the rural center of the state and be paid for entirely by private investors. In that location, there
 would be minimal destruction of human lives, property values, and quality of life.

Sir: please do the right thing regarding this decision, ignoring the coterie of special interests that are doubtless
 twisting your arm quite hard.

Regards,
Richard Schulman
551 Cypress Rd.
Vero Beach, FL 32963-1724

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:hormel@ssl-mail.com


From: michael.j.cole@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: FRAPA@dot.gov
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard passenger service proposal
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:44:22 AM

 
 
Michael Cole
Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications and Legislative Affairs
Federal Railroad Administration
Tel (Direct):   202-493-1306
Cell:             202-450-7599
Fax:             202-493-6068
michael.j.cole@dot.gov 
 
Rail – Moving America Forward
The Federal Railroad Administration’s mission is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient movement of people and goods for
 a strong America, now and in the future.
 
Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter
 

From: Robinson, Nathan (FTA) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 4:15 PM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard passenger service proposal
 

Nathan J. Robinson
Federal Transit Administration - USDOT
(202) 366-0842

-----Original Message-----
From: Dick Tuschick [dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 01:58 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: Robinson, Nathan (FTA)
Cc: Lana Stewart
Subject: Florida All Aboard passenger service proposal

Dear Mr. Robinson,
 I writing this letter as representative of the canal community of Seagate Harbor in Palm City
 FL which lies to the west of the St. Lucie river opening bridges. The community consists of
 187 waterfront homes, most of which have large vessels that require opening both the
 Roosevelt bridge AND the railroad that lies 200’ to the east.
 Our homeowners have selected this location to live specifically because of the relative safe
 and easy access to the ICW and the Atlantic Ocean, just a few miles away. In addition we
 selected this location because of easy access to downtown Stuart, easy access to the Martin
 Memorial county hospital and last but not least the “small town” quiet feel to the area.
Last week I attended the DEIS meeting in Stuart that was put on by the All Aboard Florida
 organization and the FRA.
My interest was specifically to learn:

1.              How the proposed railroad traffic would affect navigation thru the area where the

mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
http://www.facebook.com/USDOTFRA/
http://www.twitter.com/usdotfra
mailto:dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com


 railroad bridge is located.

2.              What safety measures were being proposed for the numerous road crossings
 involved .

3.              Assess the business model used to support the AAF business.

4.              What the ultimate objective of FECR is in this project.

5.              What other impacts to the community might be.

NAVIGATION Considerations
I spent a considerable amount of time on the section of the meeting/presentation that dealt
 with the navigation impact of the proposed rail service. This section, like all the other sections
 presented was very professional, impressive and definitely supported the story that the train
 company wants to promote…..not necessarily the real story….
There was a very visually sophisticated computer model of the marine traffic presented that
 was obviously a copy of a standard auto traffic simulation and unfortunately did not represent
 the real workings of our waterway at all. The simulation was grossly inaccurate and
 misleading for the following reasons:

     The simulation failed to reflect the different size and maneuverability of the boats involved.

     The simulation reflected the waiting boats to be “stacked” like waiting cars within one foot of
 the leading boat.

     The simulation did not reflect that the two opening bridges must work in tandem.  The
 Roosevelt bridge, which opens on demand, cannot open when the railroad bridge red light is
 on. Once the railroad bridge control light turns green, then and only then can the bridge start
 it’s opening. The time for opening and closing the Roosevelt bridge was not reflected in the
 simulation.

     The simulation did not reflect the affect of the current running thru this area, during peak
 periods at a speed of 3 to 4 knots. (thus making holding in place very difficult)

     The simulation did not reflect the “slow speed” zone in effect in the area.

     The simulation did not reflect the actual volume of boat traffic that transits the area as verified
 by recent video camera recordings.

Based on the above, the research and the simulation done by the consulting firm contracted for
 by the Railroad company is virtually worthless and serves only to hide a very dangerous
 navigation situation.
 

If the St. Lucie river railroad bridge is allowed to close as often as proposed by the railroad
 company, navigation will be so severely restricted that it represents an unfair and needless
 hazard to all the boaters navigating this area. I believe that closer and more realistic
 analysis will indicate that traffic will be stopped for 50 out of 60 minutes during normal
 boat traffic hours.
In addition to just the significant delays caused by the bridge closings, given the large
 volume of boat traffic thru this area there will be accidents and unfortunately injuries and
 eventually fatalities.



There are thousands of boats owners and  marine businesses that count on reasonable
 unrestricted navigation thru this waterway. This waterway is the “lifeblood” of this
 community.
As a US citizen and Florida boat owner I believe we have a right to maintain reasonably
 unrestricted access to this waterway.
It should not be possible that one company or special interest to be able to, in effect, shut
 down navigation thru such a high traffic waterway and cause the kind of disruption that
 will ensue.
 Safety Considerations
On the subject of SAFETY as it relates to the communities through which this proposed
 train traffic will pass, I was appalled at the total disregard to common sense. The notion
 that you can just drop in a 21st century high speed train system into a HEAVILY
 populated  area where the original rail route was implemented over 100 years ago with
 hundreds of road crossings and have no negative ramifications is extremely short sighted,
 If not totally self serving.
In other countries, France as an example, where a viable high speed train system exists,
 great caution is paid to safe interaction with the existing environment. As an example, in
 the entire country there is not one road/railroad crossing where cars must wait for the
 trains to pass. All road crossing are either raised over the tracks or tunneled under the rail
 bed.  In addition, all railways are completely fenced in to prevent animals or pedestrians
 from accessing the tracks. The AAF proposed “upgrades “ to the hundreds of road
 crossings that will be involved are at best a 10% solution and leaves the population at
 enormous safety risk. Given the projected high volume and speed of the trains there will
 be accidents AND fatalities, it is just a matter of when and how many.  Multiply the
 number of crossings and the number of proposed trains….the resulting number is most
 alarming !!
Assessing the AAF Business model
Hear again common sense and sound business analysis seemed to be lacking. The
 proposed traffic volumes cannot be supported by any reasonable analysis or actual data
 from other similar operations and it is highly questionable if the projected cost figures
 (not shared with the public in detail) are even in the right ball park. I definitely do not
 have access to all the detail data, but based on what has been shared it leads me to believe
 that the actual profitability of the AAF is not a concern if even a real objective of the
 business.
Since there will be Private Activity Bonds involved (ultimately taxpayer backed)
I would suggest that there is a very high risk of default on these bonds and in no
 instance should these be approved.
Ultimate objective of the FECR
I must acknowledge that the following analysis and comments are based on less than 100%
 of the data and information I would like to have available but it does look like:

     The way AAF is proposed there is no real concern or motivation for profit.

     Without profit the AAF will not survive (unless government subsidies are granted)

     The FECR rail beds need upgrading to support expansion of their freight business.

     The freight business is quite profitable and will be more profitable if freight traffic can be
 increased. (see #6)

     As part of the AAF proposal the FECR will get the rail bed upgrades they need to expand



 freight traffic.

     There is a government backed plan in process to upgrade the port facilities in Miami to
 accept/process a larger amount of freight coming from the new Panama Canal.

     If AAF were to go bankrupt FECR would “inherit” the upgraded rail bed system at virtually
 no cost.

     If AAF does eventually get government subsidies it will still be a “no cost” way for FECR to
 get upgraded rail beds. 

In summary, as a very experienced business manager, this looks to me like a great
 strategy for FECR to grown their freight business at little or no cost to them. All the
 costs are paid for by the residents of Florida or the taxpayers of the entire country.
Other impacts on the Florida communities affected
As you dig into the details of the AAF proposal you realize that every community along
 the FEC rail bed will incur major impacts to access and traffic all along the proposed
 corridor. In our town alone there are 9 road crossings, some of them with extremely high
 levels of car traffic. I suspect that if detail traffic studies are done on these individual
 crossings it will be found that traffic will back up onto Rt1 and cause major traffic
 congestion problems in several instances.
Access to several key destinations will be significantly impaired. As an example, access to
 The Martin County hospital and to the Downtown Stuart area, which are key to the lives
 of thousands, will be affected.
Summary
It is a very rare occasion that I have witnessed a proposed project that will benefit so few
 and harm so many as the proposed AAF venture. If this proposal is allowed to continue it
 will be the most blatant example of a large well funded corporation “manipulating the
 system” to benefit their corporate objectives with the cost being carried by thousands of
 citizens and taxpayers.
More importantly….as a result of the AAF proposal people will be hurt and killed in
 accidents along these rail beds that should not be allowed to happen.
I am a strong PROPONANT of a high speed rail service in our country and would love to
 see one available in Florida but ONLY if it is implemented so that it benefits the
 population that it is there to serve not harm them. If our objective is to have a truly viable
 high speed service then we should seek an implementation that does not negatively affect
 tens of thousands of people. It can be done, but it may not serve the profit motives of the
 FECR.
Thank you for your time and efforts on our behalf.
 
Most sincerely,
Richard D. Tuschick
Waterways Committee Chairman
Seagate Harbor Homeowners Association
1751 SW Commodore Place
Palm City, FL 34990

Dick Tuschick
dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com
Cell: 772-486-2250
Dick Tuschick
dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com

mailto:dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com
mailto:dick@rhumblineyachtsales.com


Cell: 772-486-2250

 
 



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:57:24 PM

 

From: AlaSch200@aol.com [mailto:AlaSch200@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:55 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Florida All Aboard
 
John Winkle,DOT,Administrator,
              Just about everything concerning FAA seems suspect.
               They are planning to have 32 high speed passenger trains,running from
 Miami to Orlando,24/7 through the streets of our highly populated coastal
 communities,& have requested a $1.6 billion dollar loan from the Federal Railroad
 Admin. in order to do so.
              Most probably this passenger service will be a failure,since none of these rail
 services have ever been successful.
              In fact a few years ago,our governor, Scott, rejected a $2.5 billion dollar
 grant  from the Federal Government,for a similar rail service,claiming that Florida
 Taxpayers would end up having to pay for it.He was most probably correct
              In addition we already have  passenger service from Miami to 
 Orlando,called AM track,so it is doubt full that FAA would be able to have 3 million
 passengers,annually,as they claim.
             That amounts to 8,219 passengers daily, who would be willing to pay $100
 each to travel from Miami to Orlando,& this seems rather absurd
              Apparently, their real agenda,is just to be able to obtain the $1.6 billion dollar
 FRA loan to finance their $2.5 billion dollar operation,for hauling freight,& real estate
 development along their 3 track system.
              FAA claims to be a privately financed company,which is very much untrue
 ,since they have obtained $10,million dollars from the State,as well as a portion of
 the $206 million allocated by the State for construction of their Orlando station,&
 construction of the airport.
            They have also applied to the Federal Transit Admin.for an $ 800 million dollar
 loan & expect the counties to contribute $100 million annually to help in running their
 railroad.
            FAA is basically a junk bond rated operation financed by a NY hedge fund,that
 has not been very successful,as they have lost money over the last 5 of their 6 years.
           This makes them a very risky venture & certainly not one worthy of a taxpayer
 loan of $1.6 billion or $800 million.
          Concerning the Environmental Impact study,there can be no objectivity,since
 FAA hired & paid  for this study that is filled with miss information's,& shame full
 exaggerations.
         It is unreasonable to believe that there will be an improvement in air quality as
 FAA claims, as there will be major traffic gridlock,along the 353 railroad crossings as
 cars & boats idle in place,waiting for the trains to pass.
        The so called public hearings is another FAA manipulated farce,that has been
 just a show & tell & sales presentation for FAA without any public discussion,or
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 opportunity for public interaction.
         It also reflects poorly on the FRA for jointly sponsoring these kinds of events
 with their representatives present & not allowing for public discussion,& appears that
 they are in collusion with FAA,or not properly,doing their job.
 
                                                                                               Alan Schlossberg
                                                                                               200 Macfarlane Drive
                                                                                               Delray beach,Fl.33483



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 7:37:25 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Pennington, Rebecca (FRA)
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 7:09 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Hill, Corey (FRA); Mcnamara, Maryann (FRA)
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard

Rebecca Pennington
FRA CFO
W36-312
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington DC  20590

Cell 202-440-2870

Rail -Moving America Forward
The mission of the Federal Railroad Administration is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient movement of people
 and goods for a strong America, now and in the future.

Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter

"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."

- Theodore Roosevelt

-----Original Message-----
From: AlaSch200@aol.com [mailto:AlaSch200@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 12:05 AM
To: floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Cc: joymaz11@gmail.com; alex.rocha@mail.house.gov; alyona@artsgarage.org; ASantone@aol.com;
 b_sadasivam@hotmail.com; barbaramasry@hotmail.com; bchbum8@aol.com; beng2002@aol.com;
 beth.lerner@myfloridahouse.gov; bob@sparvero.com; BoodieC@gmail.com; brego3@comcast.net;
 btavel@optonline.net; cgilmond@gilmondinsurance.com; chuckh@stuartandshelby.com;
 colonna@mydelraybeach.com; csplotkin@yahoo.com; ctbonfield@aol.com; D2.Commissioner@brevardcounty.us;
 D3.Commissioner@brevardcounty.us; D4.Commissioner@brevardcounty.us;
 D5.Commissioner@brevardcounty.us; donzie22@optonline.net; ed.sears@comcast.com; felicett@bellsouth.net;
 felicia.goldstein@mail.house.gov; flabee@comcast.net; FRA.CFO@dot.gov; frankmccluskey11@gmail.com;
 global6@msn.com; goldbergcolumn@gmail.com; grassroots@fladems.com; hanleys@comcast.net;
 harold.rube@gmail.com; ibhaym@gmail.com; icur2b1@optonline.net; icur2b1@outlook.com;
 info@barackobama.com; info@mirabellavillas.com; info@rickscottforflorida.com; j_branso@bellsouth.net;
 jayrose96@aol.com; jcalica@optonline.net; jcraig5@live.com; jd@pineapplenews.com; jeffrobinson@prodigy.net;
 JessicaS@aplaceformom.com; jessieflannery@hotmail.com; jm1404@columbia.edu; Winkle, John (FRA);
 jojosez2@aol.com; kjmacnamee@yahoo.com; kristine@preservationfla.org; kylee@pineapplenewspaper.com;
 LarryGaisin@yahoo.com; laura@lauranorman.com; letters@pbpost.com; letters@sun-sentinel.com;
 lois.richman48@gmail.com; magicg@bellsouth.net; mbruckel@gmail.com; michaelblocker@mac.com;
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 mkatz71@gmail.com; morrison@mydelraybeach.com; mysamona@aol.com; NANAFAY@aol.com;
 norman@aandnmgmt.com; nutritioncottage@gmail.com; palcal1@msn.com; perlmanjeff@gmail.com;
 plattj@gmail.com; rbcolbert@aol.com; RBusker@BuskerNY.com; rita103c@sbcglobal.net;
 RJDELBCH@aol.com; rose.ross897@gmail.com; rosiebudg@comcast.net; rrose27@aol.com;
 runnormrun@aol.com; ryebelle5@aol.com; sandyandharold@msn.com; senatorbillnelson@capitolenews.com;
 sgarber@thirdlevel.com; sheilabruckel@gmail.com; sheris1029@aol.com; silverfox424@yahoo.com;
 ssherman@thenation.com; stephen.breg@morganstanley.com; steve.bayder@gmail.com; steve@berlinre.com;
 susangn@comcast.net; susans96@aol.com; te3593@aol.com; teddgatteau@gmail.com; tedherman@verizon.net;
 terradata@aol.com; truth4delray@gmail.com; wendi_levitt@hotmail.com; wstrilling@bellsouth.net;
 zaazuq@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Florida All Aboard

________________________________

        From: AlaSch200@aol.com
        To: glickstein@mydelraybeach.com, taylorj@bbfl.us
        CC: frankel@mydelraybeach.com, Jacquet@mydelraybeach.com, jarjura@mydelraybeach.com,
 Petrolia@mydelraybeach.com, casselloj@bbfl.us, merkerd@bbfl.us, mccrayn@bbfl.us, fitzpatrickm@bbfl.us
        Sent: 11/23/2014 11:41:37 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
        Subj: Florida All Aboard
       
        
       
                Delray & Boynton beach,wake up!!
                Don't be railroaded by FAA.!
                If FAA ever comes to pass,your administrations will live in infamy & you will be blamed for not even
 trying to protect your town,& your citizens as many others have attempted to do.
               It is shameful that the two towns with the most to loose remain silent concerning FAA.
               Such silence encourages those very same trains to run through your streets & devastate your towns,with 32
 passenger & 20 freight trains,some 2.5 miles long,& running 24/7.
              This will cause major traffic gridlock for cars & boats,that will result in billions lost in property
 values,taxes,& tourism & effect quality of life,along these costal towns
               In addition, those 2.5 mile long freight trains,will be transporting huge cargo containers,with dangerous &
 oftentimes toxic substances,that creates a serious security problem,as it passes by our highly populated costal
 communities.
              Emergency vehicles will be unable to properly function,as often seconds & minutes can make the
 difference between life & death for someone.
              The maritime industry projects losses in the billions of dollars & has not even been contacted by either 
 FAA or by  the Federal Railroad Administration,& objects to this plan,as does the US Coast Guard,who was also
 ignored,yet is responsible for insuring navigability of waterways.
             The more one examines this fiasco of a project the more absurd it becomes,riddled with out right lies &
 exagerations.
             FAA is a junk bond rated program financed by a NY hedge fund that has consistently lost money over the
 last 5 of 6 years,& is considered a very risky investment that hopefully the Feds will not invest taxpayer monies in.
            None of these passenger rail services ever shows a profit,& a few years ago when Gov.Scott turned down a
 $2.5 billion federal grant,he claimed that Florida Tax payers would end up having to pay for it,& he was correct
           FAA has numerous LLCs,& their main operation is real estate development,& hauling freight,& their attempt
 to obtain a passenger service,seems to be a ruse, in order to obtain the $1.6 billion, FRA loan,that will enable them
 to finance their 3 track, $2.5 billion dollar operation.
           They have also applied for a $800 million dollar loan from the Federal Transit Administration,& expect the
 counties to contribute $100 million annually,necessary to run their railroad,as well as ongoing & increasing
 maintenance fees from individual towns,along the 195 miles of track & 353 railroad crossings.
            It is to be noted that these loans are still active & under consideration, while FAA has been engaged in
 selling their junk bonds @ 12.5% interest.



            More recently, the Environmental impact study has come in to question since FAA hired & paid for the
 consultant,& many of their findings seem to be unreasonable & simply absurd.
            FAA claims that there will be an improvement in pollution & air quality as thousands of vehicles will be
 taken off the roads,& 3 million visitors annually will take the train to Orlando,all of which seems unreasonable.
          Apparently that was the number needed by FAA in order to claim financial viability,but that would mean that
 8,219 passengers daily would be willing to pay $100 each to get from Miami to Orlando,which does not seem
 reasonable.
          Especially since Am track,can travel the same route at much less the cost this projection is a gross
 exaggeration
           With cars & boats idling in place along the 353 rail crossings it is doubtful that pollution& air quality would
 be improved.
           Lastly, concerning the public hearings mandated by the FRA is coming to a close,& was another example of
 an absurd FAA,show & tell & sales presentation without allowing for any discussions or hearings.
            Hopefully,the objections to FAA will continue to grow more then the current 38,000 signed petitions & 40
 resolutions from costal towns,including FT. Lauderdale.
          It is time for Delray & Boynton Beach to voice their opinions now & join the many others who have done so .
         It is still not a done deal as yet,  but the time is soon to come.
          FAA needs to be derailed,& the public demands it.
        
                                                                              Alan Schlossberg
                                                                              200Macfarlane drive
                                                                              Delray beach,Fl.33483
        
        



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:21:05 AM

 
 

From: AlaSch200@aol.com [mailto:AlaSch200@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 12:28 AM
To: AAF-comments@vhb.com
Cc: Winkle, John (FRA); floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: Florida All Aboard
 
John Winkle,DOT,Administrator,
 
          Most everyone is in favor of a viable passenger rail service,especially the
 federal government.
          However, FAA is an absurd example of such a program,with exaggerated &
 hypothetical benefits,& the certainty of massive traffic gridlock & boat disruptions &
 threats to residential health,security,& property & tax values,that will result in losses
 in the billions of dollars,for the many coastal communities.
        High speed rail through every city from Miami to Cocoa,along the FEC tracks,&
 Dixie H'way,is a highly populated area, with millions of coastal residents,& the worst
 place to conduct both a high speed passenger & freight service.
       There are 353 rail crossings along this corridor,that would be impacted,daily by
 32 passenger & 14 to 20 freight trains,24/7.
        FAA claims that it is primarily a passenger service for 32 high speed trains, when
 the reality also includes 14 to 20 freight trains,some being 2.5 miles long,that will also
 be increasing,& a real estate development corporation.
       In reality FAA is a junk bond rated operation financed by a N.Y.hedge fund,that
 makes this a very risky venture.
        Although they claim to be a privately financed operation they have received state
 monies of $10 million dollars,for quiet zones & a portion of the $206 million for
 construction of their Orlando station,& the airport.
        In addition, in order to finance their $2.6 billion operation they have applied for
 federal funding of $ 1.6 billion from the Federal railroad admin.& another $ 800
 million from the Federal Transit Admin & are requesting $100 million annually, from
 the counties involved,as well as annual maintenance fees from all the coastal towns
 along the FEC tracks.
      It is to be noted that these annual fees are expected to double & triple as the
 economies in these coastal towns continues to decrease.
     Though described as a loan  the financing of FAA would be an enormous gift from
 US taxpayers.
      A RRIF loan would be at current interest rates from the federal government at a
 rate of 3.2%, instead of 12% or 20%,& a 25 year loan of $I.8 billion would cost FAA
 $105 million annually,just for debt service ,with a proposed fare of $100 for each
 passenger.
     FAA claims that 3 million passengers per year would use their rail service,& that is
 the number needed to be able to claim financial viability.

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


      However it is very doubt full if this can be achieved ,since that requires 8,219
 passengers daily, willing to pay $100 dollars each, to travel from Miami to Orlando
 ,especially since Am Track travels this same route along the west tracks at much
 less of a cost.
       In fact a few short years ago our governor, Rick Scott, rejected a $2.6
 billion, federal grant for passenger rail service,& stated that it would end up costing
 Florida taxpayers ,the money to run it.& he was most probably correct.
       It is to be noted that none of the passenger rail services have been profitable &
 have had to depend on federal or state financing to operate.
       Concerning the so called ,objective, environmental impact study, concluding
 that   traffic & air quality would be improved as thousands of vehicles would be
 removed from our roads,just does not make much sense & is unbelievable,since the
 study was hired & paid for by FAA.
       Especially,since cars,boats & emergency vehicles will be idling in place while
 they wait for the 32 passenger & 20 freight trains to pass through the 353 railroad
 crossings,24/7,it is most doubtful that either traffic or air quality will be improved.
 
                                                                                            Alan Schlossberg
                                                                                            200Macfarlane drive
                                                                                            Delray beach,Fl 33483
                                                                                           



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 12:06:29 PM

 
 

From: AlaSch200@aol.com [mailto:AlaSch200@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 11:38 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Florida All Aboard
 
John Winkle,DOT.Administrator,
      
                I recently attended the west palm beach environmental impact, public
 hearing sponsored by the FRA & Florida All Aboard,& was terrible disappointed that
 it was a show & tell,& sales pitch for Florida All Aboard.
               The room was filled with all their sales  material on placards & there was no
 opportunity for discussion,or to testify about the study.
              A lot of people were very angered by this restricted  forum,& it appears as
 though FRA is in collusion with Florida All Aboard.
             In fact, the FRA representative at the forum also reiterated that there would
 be no opportunity for discussion.
            This entire fiasco is a waste of time & reflects poorly on your
 administration,especially since this can never be considered an objective study as
 you have allowed Florida All Aboard,to hire & pay for the study.
                                                                                                   Alan Schlossberg
                                                                                                   200Macfarlane Drive
                                                                                                   Delray beachFl33483
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: Florida All Aboard
Date: Monday, October 6, 2014 3:58:02 PM

 
From: Pennington, Rebecca (FRA) 
Sent: Monday, October 06, 2014 06:15 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: Winkle, John (FRA); Gray, Rakonda CTR (FRA) 
Cc: Thompson, Kevin (FRA); Hill, Corey (FRA); Mcnamara, Maryann (FRA) 
Subject: FW: Florida All Aboard 
 
FYI  (As a reminder, I’m not responding to these.)
 
Rebecca Pennington
FRA CFO
W36-312
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington DC  20590
 
Cell 202-440-2870
 
Rail –Moving America Forward
The mission of the Federal Railroad Administration is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient
 movement of people and goods for a strong America, now and in the future.
 
Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter
 
"Do what you can, with what you have, where you are."

- Theodore Roosevelt

 
 
From: AlaSch200@aol.com [mailto:AlaSch200@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 05, 2014 11:14 PM
To: floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Cc: alex.rocha@mail.house.gov; alohadrycleaners@gmail.com; alyona@artsgarage.org;
 ASantone@aol.com; b_sadasivam@hotmail.com; beng2002@aol.com; beth.lerner@myfloridahouse.gov;
 bob@sparvero.com; BoodieC@gmail.com; brego3@comcast.net; btavel@optonline.net;
 caselloj@mybbfl.us; chuckh@stuartandshelby.com; colonna@mydelraybeach.com;
 csplotkin@yahoo.com; ctbonfield@aol.com; dccc@dccc.org; donzie22@optonline.net;
 drjoewalsh@aol.com; felicett@bellsouth.net; felicia.goldstein@mail.house.gov; fitzpatrickm@mybbfl.us;
 flabee@comcast.net; FRA.CFO@dot.gov; frankmccluskey11@gmail.com; freeburncindi@gmail.com;
 global6@msn.com; golflix@aol.com; grassroots@fladems.com; hanleys@comcast.net;
 harold.rube@gmail.com; icur2b1@outlook.com; info@barackobama.com; info@charliecrist.com;
 info@FriendsofDelray.com; info@rickscottforflorida.com; jayrose96@aol.com; jcalica@optonline.net;
 jcraig5@live.com; jeffrobinson@prodigy.net; jojosez2@aol.com; joymaz11@gmail.com;
 kjmacnamee@yahoo.com; kmiller@pbpost.com; kristine@preservationfla.org;
 kylee@pineapplenewspaper.com; LarryGaisin@yahoo.com; letters@pbpost.com; letters@sun-
sentinel.com; lois.richman48@gmail.com; magicg@bellsouth.net; mbruckel@gmail.com;
 michaelblocker@mac.com; mjburman@nyc.rr.com; mkatz71@gmail.com;
 morrison@mydelraybeach.com; mysamona@aol.com; palcal1@msn.com; perlmanjeff@gmail.com;
 plattj@gmail.com; rbcolbert@aol.com; RBusker@BuskerNY.com; rita103c@sbcglobal.net;
 RJDELBCH@aol.com; rose.ross897@gmail.com; rosiebudg@comcast.net; rrose27@aol.com;
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 runnormrun@aol.com; sheilabruckel@gmail.com; sheris1029@aol.com; smichael@hudsonholdings.com;
 ssherman@thenation.com; steve.bayder@gmail.com; steve@berlinre.com; susans96@aol.com;
 taylorj@mybbfl.us; te3593@aol.com; teddgatteau@gmail.com; tedherman@verizon.net;
 terradata@aol.com; truth4delray@gmail.com; vasasson@yahoo.com; wendi_levitt@hotmail.com;
 wstrilling@bellsouth.net; zaazuq@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: Florida All Aboard
 
 
 

From: AlaSch200@aol.com
To: glickstein@mydelraybeach.com
CC: frankel@mydelraybeach.com, Jacquet@mydelraybeach.com, jarjura@mydelraybeach.com,
 Petrolia@mydelraybeach.com
Sent: 10/5/2014 10:44:46 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time
Subj: Florida All Aboard
 
Mayor Glickstein,& Commissioners,         
 
             Most everyone is in favor of a viable passenger rail service,including
 the Federal government.
              However,this has been a most difficult project to develop,as our
 governor Scott, has stated,a few short years ago when he turned down a 2
 billion dollar Federal  grant & asserted," that the Florida tax payers would end
 up paying to operate the rail service once it was finished"
          Florida All Aboard's current plan of operation seems to confirm the
 governor's former assertion that the Florida taxpayers would end up paying
 for this very expensive $2.5 billion dollar project.
        The more one examines this program,the worse it gets,& the less sense
 this entire project makes.
         To begin with,FAA has filed for 2 major Federal loans,one from the
 Federal Railroad Admin. for $1.6 billion & another from the Federal Transit
 Admin. for $800 million.
         100 million would be billed to the counties along the FEC tracks, in order
 to pay for the ongoing daily operation of both the Tri rail 50 trains & the 32
 FAA high speed passenger trains.
        In addition, the ongoing maintenance costs to the individual coastal
 towns would increase two & three fold,in order to maintain track
 upgrades,repairs & improvements.
       Why the government is even seriously considering these 2 large federal
 loans,to a junk bond rated program, financed by a NY hedge fund, to develop
 a passenger service,that will undoubtedly fail, & is a very poor risk, also
 makes no sense.
               The only thing that does make some sense here, is that the
 passenger service,is just a ruse, in order to obtain the necessary funding to
 upgrade the 2 & 3 track,system,& improvements,& necessary track
 construction for the freight operation,& real estate development, that are
 some of the main business entities for FAA.
               The recent environmental impact statement is an other example of a
 sham,hired & paid for by FAA, that claims that there will be little impact on the
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 environment,&  traffic,& air quality will be improved.
             Reason dictates however,that with 100 trains,including 20 freight
 trains, 2.5 miles long,running 24/7, there will be major traffic gridlock,that will
 impact, both car & boat traffic.& emergency vehicles
             It will cause additional air pollution as cars idle in place waiting for
 these 100 trains to pass.
            This will also result in reduced property values,& lost income of taxes
 & tourism for the coastal towns & the millions of Florida residents, possibly in
 the billions of dollars.
            Almost 31,000 florida residents,& 30 coastal communities understand
 the problems generated by FAA & have signed petitions & have passed
 resolutions objecting to this plan.
             It is too bad that the Delray commission,that represents a town that
 would be most effected by FAA is still silent on this matter .
            Where is the commitment & integrity for this commission to protect the
 citizens of Delray,especially for those 2,000 units in close proximity to the
 tracks,& or bridge.
            Your silence in this matter is deafening & should this project ever be
 approved & implemented this administration will be held accountable .
            On the other hand,should this project be stopped,the credit will go to
 all those who opposed it & had the courage to act accordingly.
 
                                                                                                           Alan
 Schlossberg
                                                                                                           200
 Macfarlane drive
                                                                                                           Delray
 Beach,Fl.33483



From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida Atlantic University Student - All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:21:06 PM

 
 

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov
 
From: Ardith Valencia [mailto:avalenc8@my.fau.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 12:56 AM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: Florida Atlantic University Student - All Aboard Florida
 
To Whom it May Concern:
 
My name is Ardith Valencia and I am a Journalism/Communications student at Florida Atlantic University.
 FAU’s Broadcast Department, with the direction of Dr. Kevin Petrich, produces a weekly NPR style show
 called South Florida Journal which airs on FAU's Owl Radio and on the School of Communication &
 Multimedia Studies' Internet radio station Wavelengths . 

                My job is to report on a story concerning the All Aboard Florida passenger train running from
 Miami to Orlando. 
 
                I am relying on the insight of the Federal Railroad Administration to help me produce a story
 that will air on the South Florida Journal as well as a grade for my portfolio. If I could just have a few
 moments of your time, either over the phone or in person, it would be greatly appreciated and beneficial
 to my education. Please advise if there is a local contact in or near Fort Lauderdale, FL as well. 

                Although time is of the essence, for I only have a few days to produce this story, you may
 contact and schedule with me at your earliest convenience. 

                Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your response!

Kindest  Regards,
Ardith Valencia
Broadcast Journalism Major at FAU
Reporter for South Florida Journal
avalenc8@fau.edu
Tel#: 754-245-8900
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida NOT all aboard
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:07:04 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Joseph Gutherz [mailto:jpgutherz@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 30, 2014 9:36 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Florida NOT all aboard

Please do not allow the expansion of train service along the FEC tracks on the Treasure Coast. There is no
 advantage to the residents there and in fact the service will negatively impact the residents. With limited access
 across the FEC tracks in many communities, traffic will be most assuredly adversely affected. There is a better
 alternative: to use tracks west of towns like Stuart. Adding 30 trains a day travelling through the downtown Stuart
 area will definitely change the character of the downtown, with increased traffic and noise. This is not what we
 want our community to become.
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Florida Not All Aboard
Date: Thursday, October 9, 2014 7:02:07 AM

 
 
From: patpr123@aol.com [mailto:patpr123@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2014 7:14 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Fwd: Florida Not All Aboard
 

-----Original Message-----
From: patricia perrone <patpr123@aol.com>
To: John.Winkle <John.Winkle@DOT.Gov>
Sent: Wed, Oct 8, 2014 9:11 am
Subject: Florida Not All Aboard

Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
I've written to you before about this.  There are just so many things wrong with this idea that I cannot
 believe it is being rammed through regardless of the people who live on the Treasure Coast.  I live near
 Philadelphia and people use the train frequently to go into the city.  However, this train fails to make
 money.   How is it that this new venture is going to make money?  How in the world?  It will impact the
 small towns all along the Treasure Coast, along with my winter residence in Stuart.  Make these trains go
 west of our towns since there is a route there.  It will harm us all in tremendous ways
 
HELP US!!
 
Sincerely,
 
Patricia A. Perrone
Swarthmore, PA and Stuart, FL
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mailto:patpr123@aol.com
mailto:John.Winkle@DOT.Gov


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: Florida Not All Aboard
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 8:19:16 PM

 
From: A Scott [mailto:akaaloha@gmail.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 26, 2014 06:40 PM Eastern Standard Time
To: Winkle, John (FRA) 
Subject: Florida Not All Aboard 
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:

We are seeking your help to stop a project that is important to all Floridians. As you may
 know, All Aboard Florida has applied to the Federal Railroad Administration for the largest
 federal railroad loan ($1.5 billion) in history. The purpose of the loan is to start a passenger
 railroad service from Miami to Orlando. The loan application is based on false premises and
 would result in an irresponsible waste of taxpayer money.

The great flaw in the application is that passenger railroad services have never been profitable.
 Yet All Aboard Florida has claimed that it would be profitable and privately funded with no
 financial burden to the State of Florida. Simply stated, there is no precedent for the claims
 made by All Aboard Florida.

Also important is the experience here in Florida. First, we already have a passenger service
 from Miami to Orlando. It is AMTRAK’s Sunset Limited, and it survives with large federal
 subsidies. Furthermore, the State of Florida has gone to a great effort to study the feasibility
 of three other railroad passenger services for Florida — and turned them down because it was
 determined that they lacked economic feasibility. The first was the Florida Overland Express,
 the so-called Bullet Train in the 1990s. In 2004, a constitutional amendment to Florida’s
 constitution was repealed based on the endorsement of Governor Jeb Bush to kill a proposal
 for a second passenger service. Finally, in 2010, Governor Rick Scott rejected federal funds
 of $1.25 billion for another proposed passenger service because it would be “far too costly for
 taxpayers” and “the risk far outweighed the benefits.” These considered judgments were
 based on serious state studies.

An editorial in the Palm Beach Post on May 17, 2014 went right to the heart of the matter. It
 called All Aboard Florida’s business plan “odd,” and quoted an economist as saying it “was
 pie in the sky.” On top of this a thoughtful article by the well-known author Carl Hiaasen
 pointed out that All Aboard Florida has sued to keep its ridership surveys a secret. All Aboard
 Florida is trying to foist upon us a pig in a poke. In the coming weeks the Federal Railroad
 Administration will issue an Environmental Impact Study and give the public an opportunity
 to comment on the loan application. Please give your attention to this matter and lend us your
 support. The project lacks any objective basis and the loan should be rejected. We are
 counting on you to protect the public interest.

Concerned Resident of Jupiter, Florida 
Alohalani Scott

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment




From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Fortress Investment Group LLC and All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 7:57:47 AM

 
 
From: R . E. Boschen, Jr. ( Rick ) [mailto:flrickb2@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 7:55 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Fortress Investment Group LLC and All Aboard Florida
 
 
 
John:  Good morning from Martin County, Florida.  By now I'm sure you have
 received many letters and e-mails of concern regarding the Fortress Investment
 Group's motives to push the plans of A.A.F. quickly through the Treasure Coast. 
 This morning I have e-mailed Congressman Patrick E. Murphy again.  My most
 important question of him was my inquiry regarding " Have you contacted John
 Winkle, Esq. ?".  Many residents of the Treasure Coast realize railroad progress
 is important, however alternate routes for the FREIGHT with a capital "F"
 trains can and should be determined now.  In my opinion, it is the revenue of
 FREIGHT not passenger service pushing the unwanted route. The current plan
 will devastate property values and negatively effect future real estate revenue for
 at least three counties. I have many other concerns but my primary concern is
 the future of attracting buyers of many different types of property in our area.   I
 welcome your thoughts regarding my e-mail to you today.   I thank you in
 advance for your response.
Rick  Boschen,   Realtor
 
Berkshire Hathaway
Home  Services  /   Florida  Realty
2363 SE Ocean Blvd.
Stuart,    Florida      34996
Office    800-275-2363       
 
 

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: FRA Public Comments RE: AAF Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:28:40 PM
Attachments: doc00185720141203125845.pdf

 
 

From: Mike Grella [mailto:mgrella@jupiterinletdistrict.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 12:28 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: George Gentile; William Broome
Subject: FRA Public Comments RE: AAF Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Importance: High
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments_Reply; Standley, Lisa
Cc: william.fashouer@dot.gov
Subject: FW: FRA, FDOT, and the All Aboard Florida Nightmare
Date: Tuesday, December 9, 2014 11:16:54 AM
Attachments: FRA_Final_Report_Part_2_-_All_Aboard_Florida.pdf

They keep coming . . .

From: Susan Mehiel [mailto:susanm@ersmd.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 09, 2014 11:09 AM
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us; fred.wise@dot.state.fl.us
Cc: Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov; Winkle, John (FRA);
 CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov;
 Debbie.Mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov; (NEGRON.JOE.WEB@flsenate.gov); Burns, Stuart
Subject: FRA, FDOT, and the All Aboard Florida Nightmare
 

Dear Governor Scott and Secretary Prasad:

With the delivery of over 8,000 responses to the draft EIS for All Aboard Florida released by the FRA,
 our concern for the safety of residents along the Treasure Coast grows exponentially. The most
 egregious thing about the EIS is not a single error in analysis or inaccurate projection (of which there
 are many) but the omission of an integral part of the environment in which the new system will be
 operating – high speed trains will be sharing tracks with ever increasing numbers of freight
 trains.  All activity on the FEC corridor should be considered and the FRA and FDOT should not be
 analyzing the effects of 32 speed trains per day ripping through our communities but the impact of
 54 trains per day – 32 HSR and over 22+ freight –  as projected by AAF.
 
Our research has revealed that at least 3 freight rail companies believe strongly that trains running
 110 mph should not share tracks with freight. Union Pacific is fighting this issue in the northwest
 where the Portland Business Journal reports, “UP has raised safety and liability concerns about
 expanding passenger rail and stated publicly that it will never allow speeds above 79 miles per hour on its
 tracks…”  “If (high-speed rail) is something that the public wants to pursue, we would coach you to
 find a different right of way,” Union Pacific spokesman Brock Nelson.
Ironically at the same time, CSX in upstate NY is fighting the prospect of HSR on its freight line in
 another FRA draft EIS.  “The freight railroad opposed alternatives that would use its property to
 boost top train speeds from the current 79 mph to either 90 mph or 110 mph.  It favored an
 alternative that would require an entirely new rail line separate from CSX's existing corridor.”
 (Albany, Times Union)

In the mid-90’s it was reported, “Amtrak wants to upgrade existing U.S. tracks so they can be used as
 high-speed passenger corridors. Conrail, the principal freight hauler in the Northeast, says ‘we ask
 that people understand the serious danger and service degradation resulting from (the)
 combination…with such disparate speed on the same or adjacent track…”  (The Philadelphia
 Inquirer)

The concept of sharing tracks is also dangerous when you add hazardous waste to the mix.  We are
 aware that the FEC freight line is currently carrying liquid asphalt and, if not already, it will be
 carrying liquid propane and ethanol among other hazardous materials.  Imagine a derailment or
 other accident involving a freight train carrying one of these materials when minutes later an AAF

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6f443a89df8149c4949d741a40776144-AAF_Comment
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mailto:william.fashouer@dot.gov
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Office of Railroad Safety RRS-23 


Highway Rail Crossing and Trespasser Program Division 
 


Background:  


This diagnostic safety review of the Florida East Coast (FEC) Railway corridor, in Brevard 


and Indian River counties, is the second segment that completes the territory of at-grade crossing 


locations for this high-speed passenger rail project known as “All Aboard Florida”. This report is a 


subsequent to that of Part 1, dated March 20, 2014.  


The onsite assessment began on July 15, 2014 and concluded on July 18, 2014. A total of 


eighty-six (86) public and private grade crossings were evaluated. Participants included officials 


from Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), FEC, All Aboard Florida (AAF), and local city 


and county officials.  


As the AAF passenger rail service route traverses through its grade crossing locations, it will 


begin/end at the Michigan Avenue grade crossing (milepost 170.56) in Cocoa1. As the route heads 


northward, it splits from the FEC corridor and veers along Route 528 towards Orlando on a 


dedicated railroad right-of-way yet to be built. On the existing FEC corridor, there are four 


additional grade crossings north of the split that will be part of the signaling enhancement program 


for this project.  


Scope: 


Train speeds through Brevard and Indian River counties are being designed for 110 MPH.  


Beginning/ending at Dixon Boulevard2 in Cocoa (milepost 171.52), the 110 MPH segment continues 


through Highland Drive SE in Vero Beach (milepost 232.86). There are two areas along this 


segment where train speeds are lowered to conventional rail limits due to civil constraints of 


railroad bridge structures. 


As in previous onsite assessments, all of the existing crossing signaling equipment along this 


segment will be upgraded to the newest technology as described in the Part 1 Report.   


                                                           
1
 The Part 1 report incorrectly references “Cocoa Beach”, where it should have stated Cocoa instead. Cocoa and Cocoa Beach 


are two separate municipalities. The FEC corridor traverses through Cocoa, not Cocoa Beach. 
2
 Although Michigan Ave is the last grade crossing along the AAF route, its maximum speed is 60 MPH due to the train slowing 


down and transitioning to and from the Route 528 corridor. 
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Currently the engineering design plans are at 30%. The next iteration for this segment will 


be at 90%, which is anticipated to be furnished within six months. Accordingly, FRA looks forward 


to reviewing the revised design plans at that time.  


 


Results: 


Of all the 86 grade crossings assessed in Brevard and Indian River counties, there are 64 


crossing locations affected for Sealed Corridor treatments within the 110 MPH territory.  The 


remaining crossings already have Sealed Corridor design elements in place; such as existing one-


way streets, divided roadways, or have medians. In addition to accommodations for the second 


track, the remaining crossings would require their medians to be adjusted in length and be 


equipped with a minimum of 100-feet of non-traversable curbing for each approach.   


As mentioned in the Part 1 Report, officials from All Aboard Florida passenger rail project 


(herein the “Project”) did not initially adopt the “Sealed Corridor” concept as outlined in FRA’s 


Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Guidelines for High-Speed Passenger Rail, Version 1.0 (November 


2009). However, in a letter dated June 4, 2014 to the Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council, 


Florida Secretary of Transportation Ananth Prasad, P.E., stated that AAF will be required “to comply 


with the Federal Railroad Administration’s guidelines for rail crossing safety as specified for higher 


speed passenger rail services.” As a result of Secretary Prasad’s letter, the Project has since directed 


its signals consultants to incorporate all of the Sealed Corridor design treatments where applicable 


along the entire AAF service route. The diagnostic team may have to re-visit the previous 57 grade 


crossings identified in the Part 1 Report to validate and verify compliance.  


 


Safety Recommendations: 


The following are recommendations made to the Project as a result of the on-site field 


assessments during the diagnostic safety review:  


A. Pedestrian gates – there are several locations along the corridor at which sidewalks are 


present on both sides of the railroad right-of-way, but do not continue through the grade 


crossing. However, there is active collaboration between the Project and the respective 


municipality within Brevard and Indian River counties to correct the sidewalk continuity 


problems. There is a commitment on both sides to equip the existing sidewalks with 


pedestrian gate assemblies. Their partnership will also target existing and planned roadway 
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enhancement projects with adjacent sidewalks, including to pre-wire quadrants for 


roadway projects commencing at a later date.  


 


FRA suggests that consideration be given to the installation of pedestrian swing 


gates. This would enable pedestrians on the crossing a means of egress to exit the crossing. 


In order to increase the effectiveness of pedestrian gates, the installation of fencing or other 


means of channelization should also be considered to deter pedestrians from circumventing 


the gates. At Four-Quadrant Gate locations, utilizing the vehicular exiting gate as a 


pedestrian function for sidewalks is not recommended. Separate pedestrian gates should be 


installed at those respective quadrants, and lowered simultaneously with the entrance 


gates.   


 


B. Vehicle Presence Detection – as referenced in the Part 1 Report, Vehicle Presence 


Detection (“VPD”) is a critical safety component for those Three-Quadrant and Four-


Quadrant gated grade crossings for train speeds between 80-110 MPH. Recommending the 


installation of a VPD system along the FEC Railway corridor in Brevard and Indian River 


counties is necessary for the same safety reasons as outlined in the Part 1 Report.   


 


C. Traffic Signal Preemption – throughout the entire diagnostic safety review for this 


corridor, it has been noted that Traffic Signal Preemption (herein “Preemption”) will require 


extensive study prior to finalization of the railroad’s signal plans for this project. 


Preemption has become an issue of significant concern to FRA resulting in the publication of 


Safety Advisory SA-2010-02 and Technical Bulletin S-12-01. The following is quoted from 


the Technical Bulletin: 


 


“Highway traffic signal pre-emption interconnections play a critical role in the overall proper 


functioning of a highway-rail grade crossing active warning system where such 


interconnections exist. There are two basic types of preemption: Simultaneous and Advanced. 


Simultaneous Preemption is that which results in the initiation of the traffic signal cycle at 


the same time the highway-rail grade crossing warning system is activated. Advanced 


Preemption results in initiation of the traffic signal cycle prior to the grade crossing warning 


system being activated. The type of pre-emption installed, and any additional time required for 


pre-emption operation, will be determined and specified by the public agency responsible for 


the highway traffic signal in accordance with Section 8C.09 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic 


Control Devices.” 
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In addition to the requisite for the proper design of both the crossing warning signal 


system and the traffic signal in terms of Preemption provisions, the FRA Safety Advisory 


states the need for on-going monitoring and review of grade crossings with Preemption. 


The Safety Advisory is grounded by two recommendations made by the National 


Transportation Safety Board, identified as I-96-10 and I-96-11, regarding a collision 


between a commuter train and a school bus in Fox River Grove, IL in 1995. The Safety 


Advisory makes four specific recommendations to provide for safety at Preempted 


locations, which can be found accompanying this report. 


 Due to the fact that a number of grade crossings along the corridor are proposed to 


be equipped with Four-Quadrant Gate warning systems, it is important to point out that the 


Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) sets forth additional requirements for 


Preemption where Four-Quadrant Gates are installed. As outlined in Part 8C.06 of the 


MUTCD, it states the following: 


“If a Four-Quadrant Gate system is used at a location that is adjacent to an 


intersection that could cause highway vehicles to queue within the minimum track clearance 


distance, the Dynamic Exit Gate Operating Mode should be used unless an engineering study 


indicates otherwise.”  


“If a Four-Quadrant Gate system is interconnected with a highway traffic signal, 


backup or standby power should be considered for the highway traffic signal. Also, circuitry 


should be installed to prevent the highway traffic signal from leaving the track clearance 


green interval until all of the gates are lowered.”  


“Four-Quadrant Gate systems should include remote health (status) monitoring 


capable of automatically notifying railroad or LRT signal maintenance personnel when 


anomalies have occurred within the system.” 


 


FRA encourages reference to Part 3.1.10 of the American Railway Engineering and 


Maintenance-of-Way Association (AREMA) guidelines. The information provides 


recommended design practices of interconnection between highway traffic signals and 


grade crossing warning systems. This is especially important where station stops or 


railroad interlockings exist within the approaches to Preempted locations. 
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FRA recognizes that the design and operation of preemption interconnections, from 


a traffic signal perspective, are outside the scope of the railroad's direct responsibility. Yet, 


the safety of the railroad, its employees, and the public both on the roadway and on the 


train are directly impacted by these systems and their potential failure to provide sufficient 


time to permit a vehicle or pedestrian to clear the path of an approaching train. Therefore, 


FRA recommends that thorough coordination take place between the public authority 


responsible for the operation of the traffic signals and the railroad (which in this case is 


FEC/AAF).  


 


In summary, due to the inclusion of additional tracks, increase in train speeds, 


station stops and restarts from sidings within approaches to traffic signal interconnected 


grade crossings; it is recommended that a thorough evaluation be made of the Preemption 


needs to determine whether Simultaneous or Advanced Preemption is required at each 


grade crossing location along the entire AAF service route (Miami through Cocoa). FRA also 


recommends that an independent consulting firm with extensive expertise in the field of 


Preemption be part of the assessment in all of the Preempted grade crossing locations. The 


consultant should have expertise in both traffic signal design and operation, as well as grade 


crossing signal design and operation. The consultant must also be knowledgeable in the 


evolving changes to both the MUTCD, and the AREMA Communication & Signal Manual of 


Recommended Practice.  


  


D. 100-foot Non-traversable Medians – for the purposes of the overall diagnostic 


assessment, non-traversable medians are also referred as FDOT’S “non-mountable traffic 


separators”. In particular, there are two State design standards; Type F which channelizes 


storm water runoff, and Type D which has no gutter function. Either design is acceptable as 


long as the curb meets the State’s minimum 6” vertical profile design to prevent motorists 


from driving over the median.  The 100-foot minimum length is measured from the tip of 


the railroad gate arm and extends along the vehicular travel lane. It is recommended that 


“no left turn” signs (or other means of notification) are posted to advise motorists that are 


exiting driveways, parking lots or streets within 100 feet of the gate arm not to travel 


against the flow of traffic to circumvent the purpose of the median and drive around 


lowered gates. 
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E. Sealed Corridor Treatments - the following grade crossing recommended Sealed Corridor 


treatments were collectively agreed upon by the Diagnostic Team. Please note that further 


engineering may require a Four-Quadrant location become a Three-Quadrant layout with a 


median (and vice-versa); however, the Sealed Corridor design element will remain. 


Four-Quadrant Gates (also referred as exit gates) (22) 


Street Name City/Town Milepost DOT # 


4th Street Vero Beach 229.75 272 198 K 


Glendale Road Vero Beach 229.19 272 197 D 


12th Street Vero Beach 228.66 272 196 W 


23rd Street Vero Beach 227.31 272 191 M 


26th Street Vero Beach 227.06 272 189 L 


43rd Street Vero Beach 225.12 272 179 F 


49th Street Vero Beach 224.42 272 177 S 


69th Street Winter Beach 221.80 272 172 H 


Hobart Road Winter Beach 220.70 272 170 U 


Old Dixie Hwy Sebastian 216.00 272 163 J 


Malabar Road Malabar 199.94 272 149 N 


Palm Bay Road Palm Bay 197.46 272 147 A 


Lincoln Avenue * Melbourne 194.07 272 136 M 


Silver Palm Ave Melbourne 193.83 272 133 S 


Eau Galle Blvd. Melbourne 190.10 272 112 T 


Creel Street ** Melbourne 189.92 272 123 L 


Aurora Road Melbourne 189.68 272 122 E 


Masterson Street Melbourne 189.32 272 121 X 


Lake Washington  Melbourne 188.70 272 926 T 


Post Road Pineda 186.86 272 117 H 


Eyster Blvd. Rockledge 175.57 272 908 V 


Peachtree Street Cocoa 172.90 272 096 S 


 
   * - Possible one-way street, to be determined by the city’s re-evaluation of a traffic study. 
 ** - Possible Closure 
  
 
 


100-foot Non-traversable Medians * (15) 


Street Name City/Town Milepost DOT # 


Highlands Drive SE Vero Beach 232.86 272 201 R 


Oslo Road Vero Beach 231.31 272 200 J 


16th Street Vero Beach 228.02 272 195 P 


Barber Street Sebastian 218.03 272 974 H 


Senne Road Grant Valkaria 208.13 272 154 K 


Valkaria Road Grant Valkaria 203.00 272 151 P 


Jordan Blvd. Malabar 201.50 272 150 H 
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University Blvd. Melbourne 195.34 272 144 E 


Strawbridge Ave Melbourne 194.19 272 138 B 


Palmetto Ave Melbourne 194.13 272 137 U 


Hibiscus Ave Melbourne 193.75 272 132 K 


So. Babcock St. Melbourne 192.39 272 128 V 


Parkway Avenue Melbourne 187.91 272 118 P 


Suntree Blvd. Pineda 182.65 272 115 U 


Rosa Jones Blvd. Cocoa 173.51 272 099 M 


 
* Please note: if for any reason the Project and the respective municipality cannot  
   agree on the median treatment, then those location(s) are to be equipped with either a  
   Three-Quadrant Gate with Median or a Four Quadrant Gate system.  
 


 
 


Three-Quadrant Gates (due to a median present on the opposite side) (26) 


Street Name City/Town Milepost DOT # 


1st Street Vero Beach 230.15 272 199 S 


21st Street * Vero Beach 227.48 272 192 U 


32nd Street Vero Beach 226.65 273 047 Y 


41st Street Vero Beach 225.46 272 180 A 


45th Street Vero Beach 224.94 272 178 Y 


53rd Street Vero Beach 223.90 273 108 M 


Winter Beach Rd. Winter Beach 222.32 272 173 P 


Wabasso Road Winter Beach 219.58 272 168 T 


99th Street Sebastian 217.61 272 165 X 


Schumann Drive Sebastian 216.59 272 164 R 


Main Street Sebastian 214.42 272 161 V 


Micco Road Micco 209.23 272 156 Y 


Barefoot Blvd. Micco 208.99 272 155 S 


Shell Pit Road Grant Valkaria 207.13 272 153 D 


1st Street Grant Valkaria 205.61 272 152 W 


Hessey Avenue * Palm Bay 197.36 272 146 T 


East Fee Avenue Melbourne 194.00 272 135 F 


Seminole Ave **  Melbourne 193.89 272 134 Y 


Sarno Road Melbourne 190.58 272 125 A 


Viera Blvd. Bonaventure 180.28 272 976 W 


Ansin Road Bonaventure 179.40 272 110 K 


Carver Road Bonaventure 179.14 272 109 R 


Gus Hipp Blvd Rockledge 177.13 272 926 T 


Barton Blvd. Rockledge 175.02 272 101 L 


Highland Drive Cocoa 172.45 272 866 L 


Dixon Blvd. Cocoa 171.52 272 095 K 


  
  * - Possible Closure 
** - Possible one-way street, to be determined by the city’s re-evaluation of a traffic study. 
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Closed (5)   Please note:  Officials from the city and county are considering closure. 


Street Name City/Town Milepost DOT # 


21st Street * Vero Beach 227.48 272 192 U 


14th Avenue Vero Beach 227.14 272 190 F 


Hessey Avenue * Palm Bay 197.36 272 146 T 


Jernigan Avenue Melbourne 195.02 272 143 X 


Creel Street ** Melbourne 189.92 272 123 L 
 


  * -  Three-Quadrant Gate with Median if unable to close 
** -  Four-Quadrant Gate layout if unable to close 


   
 
 


Private (2 locations within 110 MPH) 


Street Name City/Town Milepost DOT # 


Hawks Nest Vero Beach 223.18 272 175 D 


Rinker Way * Rockledge 176.10 272 908 V 


         
* - Recommend locked gate with procedures seeking permission from the railroad’s  
      Operations Dispatcher to enter. 


 
 
 
Conclusion: 


 Once the construction of the grade crossings are completed, FEC and FDOT must 


immediately update the existing U.S. DOT Crossing Inventory record for each location to reflect the 


updated train counts, increased train speeds, additional signage, new ADDT numbers, etc., where 


applicable. FRA will continue to provide ongoing support and guidance while the Project looks 


towards achieving its goals relating to safe and reliable high-speed passenger rail service.  


 


Report Respectfully Submitted By: 


Frank A. Frey, Gen. Engineer-HSR 


Federal Railroad Administration | U.S. DOT 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
RRS-23 | W33-447        
Washington, DC  20590 
(202) 493-0130 


frank.frey@dot.gov  


 


 
September 23, 2014 







 trains reaches the scene careening into the accident at 110 mph.[i]

 
We continue to be alarmed by the number of at grade crossings on the proposed AAF route.  Again,
 our research reveals route issues are being studied in a FRA Draft EIS in Texas where HSR is being
 proposed to connect Dallas and Houston. Fortunately for the residents on that route, “More than
 100 miles of the 240-mile corridor would be built on elevated tracks to reduce the impact on communities,

 said Travis Kelly, Texas Central Railway’s vice president for government relations.” [ii]

 
Following the FRA’s Phase 1 On-sight Engineering Field Report of grade crossing safety was the
 Phase 2 Report (attached) and we see a troubling pattern developing – additional, expensive, safety
 upgrades required for over 100 northern crossings. To combat the threat to our safety of speed
 trains as best as possible, the FRA is now recommending pedestrian swing gates, pre-emption
 systems and consultant monitoring to name a few.  More worrisome is the fact that the FRA’s
 survey includes ‘recommendations’ and not ‘federal requirements’ and we have yet to see any
 commitment in writing from AAF regarding what they will implement and how much it will cost the
 taxpayers. The fact remains that no HSR in the world crosses this many at grade crossings at 110
 mph.
 
In a letter to me dated May 1, 2014, Secretary Prasad said that “Even though the FRA have the
 ultimate authority on the grade crossing improvements, the Department will have input in the
 final decision and will not permit any  condition that puts communities at risk from the All
 Aboard Florida project.”  However, we have heard from a number of FRA representatives that the
 FRA cannot require implementation of the Part 1 and 2 On-Site Engineering Field Reports and
 cannot stop AAF if they do not comply with FRA recommendations for crossing designs. 
 
We are therefore perplexed when FDOT personnel continue to point to the FRA as the responsible
 agency to approve or deny crossing improvements at 349 crossings between Miami and Cocoa. 
 With the lives of so many residents of the Treasure Coast hanging in the balance, we once again ask
 you to clarify your responsibilities and those of the FRA as they relate to the following document
 notations:
 

COMPILATION OF STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING HIGHWAY-RAIL
 GRADE CROSSINGS, 5TH EDITION, October, 2009

Florida state law includes:
 

The Florida Department of Transportation has regulatory authority over all public highway-
rail grade crossings in the state…A public highway-rail grade crossing is defined in the
 Florida statute as any location at which a railroad track is crossed at-grade by a public road.
 
The department is mandated to work with the various railroad companies to develop and
 initiate a program for the expenditure of funds for the performance of projects aimed at
 reducing grade crossing hazards. Fla. Stat. Ann.
§ 335.141 (2009).
 
The Florida Department of Transportation, in conjunction with other governmental units and
 the private sector, is tasked with the responsibility of developing and implementing a
 statewide rail program designed to ensure the proper maintenance, safety, revitalization, and



 expansion of the rail system. Among the myriad of duties under the statute, the Department
 is required to administer rail operations and construction, including the regulation of
 maximum train operating speeds, the opening and closing of public grade crossings, the
 construction and rehabilitation of public grade crossings, and the installation of traffic
 control devices at public grade crossings. Fla. Stat. Ann. § 341.302 (2009).
 
CHAPTER 2: CROSSING TREATMENT PROCEDURES

(7) Develop and administer state standards concerning the safety and performance of rail
 systems, hazardous material handling, and operations. Such standards shall be developed
 jointly with representatives of affected rail systems, with full consideration given to
 nationwide industry norms,

(11) Coordinate and facilitate the relocation of railroads from congested urban areas to non
 urban areas when relocation has been determined feasible and desirable from the standpoint
 of safety, operational efficiency, and economics.

(17) Exercise such other functions, powers, and duties in connection with the rail system
 plan as are necessary to develop a safe, efficient, and effective statewide transportation
 system. Fla. Stat. Ann. § 341-302 (2009).

There is one last question that must be asked of those planning or overseeing the safety
 requirements of a project like AAF – what is the cost/benefit analysis of preventing a death,
 particularly for a profit making business operating HSR?  The article attached from the US DOT
 gives background on the concept of the Value of a Statistical Life (VSL), “defined as the additional
 cost that individuals would be willing to bear for improvements in safety…that, in the aggregate,

 reduce the expected number of fatalities by one.” [iii]

The near epidemic proportion of accidents and deaths associated with the FEC freight system leaves
 little doubt that people will be killed by AAF trains and FEC freight on the coastal route.  What does
 FDOT know of the death projections for AAF, the VSL used by AAF in their planning and their
 method of determining how safe is ‘safe enough’?  As we’ve said all along, “Fortress puts Profits
 over Lives!”

Given the above statutes, the statements by your representatives and those of the FRA and the
 information revealed in the responses to the DEIS, we would like FDOT to do the following:

·         Make a public statement regarding the safety issues covered in this letter including which
 agency specifically enforces safety requirements and what those are for 110mph operation,
 who monitors the health of the safety upgrades on an ongoing basis and how quickly
 malfunctions must be repaired, and confirm that no route in the world operates as this one
 is planned to do.

·          Assure the public that FDOT has studied all of the HSR threats presented by industry
 experts and can confidently say that there will not be an increase in deaths when 32 HSR
 trains per day are added to the FEC freight route.

·         Make a public statement about the project’s criteria used to value general public lives and
 who represents the citizens of Florida in the cost/benefit analysis conducted by AAF to
 determine how much profit they want to forego to save a life.



·         Assure the public that FDOT or the FRA is enforcing all new industry norms regarding the
 carrying of hazardous material by, and the design of, tanker and other types of rail cars.

·         Make a public statement confirming the facts that Positive Train Control is in the
 developmental stages, was not developed to improve safety at crossings and has yet to be
 tested and found without flaws.

·         Assure the public that FDOT has weighed the potential for deaths on the Treasure Coast
 route, particularly given FEC’s accident and death statistics, and this is the most desirable
 route for HSR from a safety and efficiency standpoint.

·         Require that AAF put in writing within the next 30 days specifically which FRA
 recommendations they will be implementing in both Phases of the project based on the FRA
 Crossing Surveys.

Our confidence in the FRA to protect the lives of Florida residents is not high.  The agency’s dual
 mission of “promoting rail development” particularly HSR (on freight lines no less) plus acting as a
 rail safety authority creates a clear conflict of interest.  In 2011, the LA Times reported that despite
 major problems of financing, land use, legalities and public sentiment, the FRA is committed to the
 construction of the proposed speed train system.  As CA Congressman Nunes said about the project,
 "It is clear that high-speed rail is not about jobs. It is about corruption, public deception and

 bureaucratic experimentation."[iv]

 
Looking to FDOT for protection reveals its own conflict of interest as it promotes the development of
 passenger rail and Transit Oriented Development.  As a taxpayer funded entity, how do you protect
 the interests of the residents of the Treasure Coast who detest TOD and see the dangerous threat
 that AAF represents to their communities?
 
We believe Congressman Nunes’ description of CA HSR accurately sums up the AAF project here in
 Florida.  Once again we call on you, Governor Scott, and you, Secretary Prasad, to be honest with
 the people of Florida and do all you can to move AAF off the old Flagler coastal route.  You know,
 and we know, that this makes no sense and is a disaster waiting to happen.  Private business or
 not, it is time for you stand with the people of Florida and make an alternative route happen.
 
Sincerely,
 
Susan Mehiel
Phyllis Frey
Stop the Train Task Force
Indian River County
 
CC: Boards of Commissioners – Indian River County, Martin County, St. Lucie County; Vero Beach City
 Council



[i] http://bigstory.ap.org/article/train-catches-fire-lynchburg-va-derailment
 
[ii] http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/21/us/both-ends-want-bullet-train-its-those-in-middle-who-object.html?
emc=eta1&_r=1
 
[iii] http://www.dot.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/VSL_Guidance_2014.pdf
 
[iv] http://articles.latimes.com/2011/dec/16/local/la-me-bullet-hearing-20111216
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From: Herb Ressing
To: greg@rollymarine.com; "Richard Loman"; "Steve Reoch"; alex@newrivermarina.net; AAF_Comments@vhb.com;

 "Anthony Rossitto"
Subject: FW: From the Office of Congresswoman Lois Frankel
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 5:15:52 PM
Attachments: CG Letter RE New River Railroad Crossing.pdf

 
 
Good afternoon,
 
I thought you would be interested in the attached letter that the Congresswoman sent to the Coast
 Guard regarding the New River Bridge and All Aboard Florida.  Thank you for your input.  Our office
 will be sure to keep you updated.
 
If you should have any other concerns or questions, please contact our office.
 
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.
 
Regards,
 
Felicia Goldstein
District Director
Congresswoman Lois Frankel  (FL-22)
2500 N. Military Trail  Suite 490
Boca Raton, FL  33431
561 998-9045  Office
561 998-9048  Fax
Felicia.Goldstein@mail.house.gov
 

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus
 protection is active.

mailto:Herb@TheFiberGlassShop.com
mailto:greg@rollymarine.com
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mailto:trossitto@me.com
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: GO WEST
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2014 7:17:59 AM

 
 

From: Danielle Ohanesian [mailto:deohanesian@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 5:53 PM
To: bill@billnelson.senate.gov; greg_langowski@rubio.senate.gov;
 CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; Winkle, John (FRA); rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com;
 negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: GO WEST
 

I am disappointed in the EIS report, but not surprised since it was done on behalf of AAF. In
 my opinion, development in Florida was planned very poorly. The housing was built basically
 on top of the rail lines. I believe that as important as the rail industry is, in this century, it is
 no longer feasible to implement it safely without uprooting thousands of citizens living along
 the treasure coast. It also will be a major impediment for the marine industry and safe
 navigation of the waters. With the loss of boating access, we will lose tourism and jobs. With
 the increase of tourists using AAF, you will lose twice as many tourists visiting our state due
 to obstruction of waterways. It is a major source of safety concerns, accessibility of hospitals,
 traffic delays and police protection. Please move the tracks west. Henry Flagler put the
 railroad here a hundred years ago when population was a fraction of what is now. Because of
 poor government oversight and planning on how our towns were built up, we will be made to
 suffer. Please don't make the residents pay for our poor governing body who have over built
 our communities without our input. Thank you.
Danielle Ohanesian 
Jupiter Florida 
Sent from my iPad

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Margaret Anne Haskell
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: John Winkle
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 2:51:09 PM


Date:
Wed,
19
Nov
2014
17:12:39
-0600
Subject:
John
Winkle
From:
ktidwell622@gmail.com
To:
tidwelcm@gmail.com;
mahaskell@msn.com

Brevard
Stop
Needed

Please
add
a
stop
to
Brevard
County.


I
would
use
this
service
on
a
daily
basis
from
my
home

in
Indianlanic.

Thank
you.

Margaret
Anne
Haskell

mailto:mahaskell@msn.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Standley, Lisa
Subject: FW: letter from Martin County Commissioner Ed Fielding
Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2014 9:36:29 AM
Attachments: com2015L2.pdf

Given that this letter mentions the DEIS, I think it should be treated as a comment, despite the fact
 that the main purpose is to request involvement in the PABs process.  I’ve forwarded it to the
 Secretary’s Office for them to address that issue.
 

From: Rosemarie Zummo [mailto:rzummo@martin.fl.us] 
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 3:27 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: letter from Martin County Commissioner Ed Fielding
 
Thank you.
 
Rosemarie Zummo
Executive Aide
Martin County Board of County Commissioners
772.221.2487
 
 
  

"The comments and opinions expressed herein are those of the author of this message and may not reflect the policies of the Martin County Board
 of County Commissioners. Under Florida Law, email addresses are public records. If you do not want your email address released in response to a

 public records request do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing." 

Click here to subscribe to Martin County’s e-Newsletter
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com2015L2.docx 


Via Email & Hand Delivery 
 
October 30, 2014 
 
John Winkle 
Transportation Industry Analyst 
Federal Railroad Administration 
 
RE: All Aboard Florida 
 
Dear Mr. Winkle: 
 
Martin County citizens have expressed deep concerns about the detrimental impact the All 
Aboard Florida project will have upon our County and our individual residences. 
 
This project will negatively affect our most disadvantaged communities by significantly 
limiting their mobility in going to work and in shopping for daily necessities. 
 
The increased traffic will interfere with citizen access to most medical offices and our 
hospitals.  Downtown Stuart will be hard hit with the increased traffic congestion. 
 
The multi-hour closing of the railroad trestle across the St. Lucie River will plug up our 
marine traffic; on average 250 vessels per day.  Such limitation to ocean access will 
dramatically affect our waterfront property values, hence all real estate values in the 
County. 
 
Martin County certainly is an impacted area meriting an in-depth analysis in the EIS 
review. Guesstimates as currently employed in preparing the EIS are not acceptable to us 
nor should be to FRA.  So, RRF requiring an EIS should be drawn from actual data. 
 
If the applicant seeks Private Activities Bond funding, then Martin County should be 
included as one of the local governments impacted by the project, hence having the right to 
vote on its acceptability according to the IRS code. 
 
Mr. Winkle, our right to approve the project is an important issue.  Please direct me to the 
office, agency that I would talk to about our rights in event of PAB financing. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Ed Fielding 
Martin County Commissioner 
District 2 
 
EF:rz 


MARTIN COUNTY 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


2401 S.E. MONTEREY ROAD • STUART, FL 34996 
 


 Telephone: 772.288.5421 
 Fax: 772.288.5432 
 Email: efieldin@martin.fl.us 


 


DOUG SMITH 
Commissioner, District 1 


 
  


ED FIELDING 
Commissioner, District 2 


 
 


ANNE SCOTT 
Commissioner, District 3 


 
 


SARAH HEARD 
Commissioner, District 4 


 
 


JOHN HADDOX 
Commissioner, District 5 


  
 
 
 
 
 


TARYN KRYZDA, CPM  
County Administrator 


 
 


MICHAEL D. DURHAM 
County Attorney 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


TELEPHONE 
772-288-5400 


 
WEB ADDRESS 


http://www.martin.fl.us 
 
 
 


 







From: Lonie Layman
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: LETTER
Date: Friday, November 28, 2014 1:27:26 PM
Attachments: Form AAF Letter.docx

 
DATE: _11-28-2014____________
TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com
 (AAF_comments@vhb.com)
FROM: Lonie Layman,  email address loniej@bellsouth.net
Mailing address 835 Sapodilla Dr. Barefoot Bay, Fl. 32975
 
Dear Sir:
 
I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail
 project and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) they have
 forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for review and
 comment.
 
The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as
 “will be mitigated.” No remedies are discussed for important issues like
 noise, vibration, air quality, construction staging or the impact more freight
 and 32 passenger trains will have on our natural habitats and wildlife. 
 There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into accepting their
 plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as
 the South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people
 believe there is nothing wecan do to resolve their concerns.  That sentiment
 has been used by AAF to limit comments and promise local officials
 concessions and/or stations “sometime in the future.” 
 
The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior
 residents. This means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east
 parts of my neighborhood from western portions. This is a serious
 impediment to the delivery of emergency services.  Neighbors will be
 separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will
 be limited by increased delays at crossing.
 
Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high
 speed trains, PLUS 16 to 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level
 to the roadway (grade level) and we have an accident waiting to happen.   

mailto:loniej@bellsouth.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:John.Winkle@DOT.gov
mailto:AAF_comments@vhb.com
mailto:AAF_comments@vhb.com
mailto:loniej@bellsouth.net

DATE: _____________

TO: John.Winkle@DOT.gov and AAF_comments@vhb.com (AAF_comments@vhb.com)

FROM: ____________________ your email address _____________________________________

Mailing address___________________________________________________________________



Dear Sir:



I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail project and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) they have forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for review and comment. 



The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as “will be mitigated.” No remedies are discussed for important issues like noise, vibration, air quality, construction staging or the impact more freight and 32 passenger trains will have on our natural habitats and wildlife.  There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into accepting their plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as the South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people believe there is nothing wecan do to resolve their concerns.  That sentiment has been used by AAF to limit comments and promise local officials concessions and/or stations “sometime in the future.”  



The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior residents. This means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east parts of my neighborhood from western portions. This is a serious impediment to the delivery of emergency services.  Neighbors will be separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will be limited by increased delays at crossing. 



Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high speed trains, PLUS 16 to 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level to the roadway (grade level) and we have an accident waiting to happen.    



Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St. Sebastian River railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its right-of-way.  While the bridge may be in the right-of-way, the tracks are being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the Little Hollywood community.  Among the issues “to be mitigated” are the impacts of bridge construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an endangered species. The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-alone issue.  No mention is made concerning its use as a watershed by the St. Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary of – and included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of national importance and in critical need of restoration.



Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak.  



I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft Environmental Statement and tell All Aboard Florida to do their due diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal.  Better yet, tell them to move their trains west.  Florida voters approved an amendment to the state’s constitution in 2000 authorizing a high speed “bullet” train adjacent to Florida’s Turnpike. 



Sincerely yours,











 
Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St.
 Sebastian River railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its
 right-of-way.  While the bridge may be in the right-of-way, the tracks are
 being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the Little Hollywood
 community.  Among the issues “to be mitigated” are the impacts of bridge
 construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an
 endangered species. The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-alone
 issue.  No mention is made concerning its use as a watershed by the St.
 Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary of – and
 included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of
 national importance and in critical need of restoration.
 
Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to
 Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak.  The Government has to
 subsidies this service.  I feel that the AAF train service will some how be
 put on us as tax payers to pay in the future.
 
I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft
 Environmental Statement and tell All Aboard Florida to do their due
 diligence and provide needed facts that truly justify this proposal.  Better
 yet, tell them to move their trains west.  Florida voters approved an
 amendment to the state’s constitution in 2000 authorizing a high speed
 “bullet” train adjacent to Florida’s Turnpike.
 
Sincerely yours,
Lonie Layman
 
 
 



From: Margaret Brassard
To: John Winkle - Federal Railroad Administration (john.winkle@dot.gov); AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Martin MPO Response to the All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:33:33 AM
Importance: High

Good Morning,
 
A hard copy of the Martin MPO response was sent to you yesterday via Federal Express.  However,
 below is the link that will take you to the an electronic copy.
 
Please advise if you need any additional information.
 
Thank you.
 
Peggy
 

From: Margaret Brassard 
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 4:46 PM
To: Bill Nelson (michelle_mcgovern@billnelson.senate.gov); Marco Rubio
 (Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov); Patrick Murphy - Congressman (Angie.toro@mail.house.gov); Joe
 Negron (LIRA.CARRIE@flsenate.gov); Denise Grimsley (MIELKE.MARTY@flsenate.gov); 'MaryLynn Magar
 (Ann.Bolduc@myfloridahouse.gov)'; 'Gayle Harrell (Karen.Sweeney@myfloridahouse.gov)'; Rick Scott
 (curt.siegmeister@eog.myflorida.com); Suzi Ruhl (ruhl.suzi@ipa.gov); Candace J. Groudine
 (Candace.groudine@dot.gov); Ryan N. Fitzpatrick (Ryan.fitzpatrick@dot.gov); 'Carey Shepherd
 (carey.shepherd@dot.gov)'; Frank A. Frey (frank.frey@dot.gov); mlieberum@d7.uscg.mil; Ananth Prasad
 - FDOT (Ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us); Jaqueline Paramore - FDOT
 (Jacqueline.paramore@dot.state.fl.us); Fred Wise (ed.lee@dot.state.fl.us); James Wolfe - FDOT
 (James.Wolfe@dot.state.fl.us); Arlene Tanis (arlene.tanis@dot.state.fl.us); Taryn Kryzda; Paul Nicoletti;
 Anna Colgan; Anne Scott (ascott@martin.fl.us); Brian Powers; Don Donaldson; Doug Smith; Eula Clarke;
 Eula R. Clarke; Guy Parker (guyrparker@yahoo.com); Jan Henslee; John Haddox; Sarah Heard; Shannon
 McCarthy; SherilynScraders (sscrader@martin.fl.us); Terry Rauth; Troy McDonald
 (tmcdonald@ci.stuart.fl.us); Vincent Barile (vbarile@sewallspoint.org)
Subject: Martin MPO Response to the All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
 
Good Afternoon,
 
Attached is link for the Martin MPO’s response with comments to the Federal Railroad
 Administration. 
 
Click Here.
 
Please contact Beth Beltran (772) 221-1498 if you have any questions or concerns regarding this
 matter.
 
Thank you.
 
Peggy
 
Margaret Brassard (Peggy)
Administrative Assistant II

mailto:mbrassar@martin.fl.us
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
ftp://ftp.martin.fl.us/pub/outgoing/MPO/Martin MPO DEIS Response to FRA/_FINAL_FRA_S_Comments_W_Attachments.pdf


Martin County MPO
Martin County Board of County Commissioners
(772) 221-1498

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, gender, religion, disability or family status.  Persons
 with questions or concerns about nondiscrimination, or who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act or
 language translation services (free of charge) should contact Bonnie Landry, Senior Planner (Title VI/Non-discrimination Contact) at
 (772) 223-7983 or blandry@martin.fl.us. Hearing impaired individuals are requested to telephone the Florida Relay System at #711.
 
  

"The comments and opinions expressed herein are those of the author of this message and may not reflect the policies of the Martin County Board
 of County Commissioners. Under Florida Law, email addresses are public records. If you do not want your email address released in response to a

 public records request do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing." 

 Click here to subscribe to Martin County’s e-Newsletter
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: my objection to the impact of the trains on Fort lauderdale"s New River
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:08:40 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Marilyn Mower [mailto:southernocean1@mac.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 30, 2014 5:50 PM
To: AAF-comments@vhb.com; Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: my objection to the impact of the trains on Fort lauderdale's New River

Dear Mr. Winkle,
As a self-styled environmentalist, I support the idea of rapid public transportation, especially as it regards the
 already traffic-impacted East Coast of Florida and the corridor to Orlando and beyond.

However, as a boat owner, the proposed number of new daily trains crossing the New River in Fort Lauderdale is a
 personal issue. As someone whose income is related to the success of the marine industry in South Florida, it is an
 issue of likely negative economic impact.

Movement for boats requiring more than 4 feet of clearance already have operating restrictions on the river as the
 downtown area bridges will not open to vessels during morning and evening rush hours. To close the railroad
 bridge 16 times a day on top of the normal freight traffic will I believe 1) result in accidents as boats try to get up
 and down the river during the restricted travel times; and, 2) drive business and jobs away from those marinas and
 boat repair yards west of the bridge--and this is most of them in the city.

Move the passenger train west until it gets past this special area of the New River.

Marilyn Mower
2525 Marina Bay Drive West, slip 311
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: Donna Friedman (dlf)
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; "USCGD7DPBPublicComment@uscg.mil"
Subject: FW: Navigation and Economic Issues
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 2:56:20 PM
Attachments: All Aboard Florida 2.docx

To those who really care,
 
Please stop All Aboard FL and move it WEST from the Treasure Coast! There are a lot of areas where
 the proposal to run a high speed train through densely populated areas.  This idea has not taken
 into consideration navigational issues, economic areas, feasibility and safety issues.  It overlooks the
 fact that there has not been a profitable rail built anywhere in the country.  The existing rail
 connection between Miami and Orlando has never made money and is currently being subsidized
 by tax payer money.
So why build another?
Simply so that a railroad that is primarily a freight company with an aging track bed would like to get
 a subsidized low cost method to build that track up to acceptable standards using tax payer money, 
 the money is being borrowed by the AAF passenger rail line not the freight railroad is taking the
 loan.  The tracks and right of way belong to the Freight entity.  The borrowed money that is being
 backed by the USA (us) will go in to default when the rail line goes into bankruptcy.  The track and
 other improvements to the track bed will have already been built, so the freight company comes
 out with a rebuilt track bed and a new connection to Orlando using our money.  Let’s not get
 hoodwinked into accepting this scam.
The navigational issues are put forth on the attached note.  
 
 
Please put a stop to the proposed train!,
 

Donna
Donna Friedman, Chair & CEO
TOWER CONSULTANTS, LTD.
Off.  (772) 288-3590
dlf@towerconsultants.com
www.towerconsultants.com
 
Please invite me to connect on LinkedIn.

 
This electronic communication is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is
 addressed.  Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or taking of any action based on the content of this communication is strictly
 prohibited and may be unlawful.  If received in error, please destroy immediately and advise via return email or by calling the sender at
 772-288-3590.
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Donna L Friedman

Renaissance on the River

20 Orange Ave.

Fort Pierce, FL 34950

												         

E-mail  regan1939@gmail.com          Fax 772-242-8405            Cell  772-485-4758
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To Whom It May Concern							December 2, 2014



December 2, 2014



My concerns center on the amount of time that the St. Lucie River Bridge will be closed to water traffic as the proposed level of freight and passenger trains increases under the current planning period.  Roughly 32 passenger trains, closing the train trestle for approximately 20 minutes, at least. These passenger  trains will be using the bridge during daylight hours which is between the hours of 8 AM and 6 PM daily year round.  Add the current load of freight trains, roughly 16 a day closing the trestle for at least 30 minutes each.  Freight traffic is expected to increase significantly once the Panama Canal gets completed and the Port of Miami is dredged in preparation for the larger cargo ships that will make that passage.  

But let’s take a look at the navigation problem that the new level of activity will have as this level of activity impacts the Trestle and thus navigation over the next year or so.  I took the time over the last few weeks to monitor the rail activity over the St. Lucie River Train Trestle. The first thing that one observes is that the trestle’s draw bridge comes down at least 15 minutes before the current freight trains start to cross. (This is probably due to the fact that the trestle has to signal the trains if a problem exists in enough time for them to stop.   Given the size and momentum of the freight trains we can understand the need for a reasonable distance to bring them to a total stop.)   Once the train clears the bridge it takes up to 5 more minutes to raise it and start boat traffic through. AAF’s consultants admit to the freight trains taking at least 6 to 12 minutes to cross the trestle once it is down, an average of 9 minutes per train.  I observed some that were well in excess of 12 minutes.  Occasionally, trains come back to back and the bridge stays closed to boat traffic for over an hour.  None of the above was discussed in the “dog and pony show” that AAF put on.  Now let’s take 16 freight trains a day, some of which pass through during the night hours.  My observations are that more than 65% will pass over during the day.  That’s 10.4 trains a day or approximately 1 train an hour between 8AM and 6PM.  That would close the bridge for navigation at least 29 minutes every hour during daylight hours, which is when most of the boat traffic will occur.   The trestle is crammed in with the vehicle bridge at this point and the currents are formidable.  Maintaining a boat in line waiting for the bridge to open will be difficult of an expert boats-man.

The daily passenger trains will use the trestle 32 times in a 10 hour period.  That is 3.2  trains an hour.  At 20 minutes each, that will close the trestle and the waterway to navigation for 64 minutes  each hour just for the passenger trains

 Hmmmmm that totals 93 minutes for each daylight  hour.  If we add two more hours to that and expect the trains to run between 8 AM and 8 PM,  we would only have to fit 78 minutes into every hour.  

I think that the navigation problem that this presents is essentially closing the St. Lucie River to navigation during daylight hours.  As the river is part of the Inter-coastal waterway, it would appear that this problem falls with the Coast Guard, who are reviewing the issue now.

I don’t have a copy of the Coast Guard’s guidelines to have clear navigation of any waterway, but it must be at least 50% of daylight hours.   Not being a professional, I can only present a lay person’s point of view on this matter.  But my friend and I run his ‘58’ boat out of the Stuart City Marina on a regular basis.  If the trestle is going to closed only 50% less than my projections, we will have to move our boat to another area for dockage.  

Beyond that there is a property value issue that will occur if you close the waterway to traffic that much of the time.  Most of the real estate will suffer a significant reduction in value as it will no longer have easy access to the ocean.  The business that cater to the boating community will not be able to do so.  Most importantly, the proposed change will be impacting significantly to the access of the Inter-Coastal waterway.  





Donna L Friedman

[bookmark: _GoBack]dlf@towerconsultants.com



 





From: Donna Friedman (dlf)
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; "USCGD7DPBPublicComment@uscg.mil"
Subject: FW: Navigation and Economic Issues
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 2:56:20 PM
Attachments: All Aboard Florida 2.docx

To those who really care,
 
Please stop All Aboard FL and move it WEST from the Treasure Coast! There are a lot of areas where
 the proposal to run a high speed train through densely populated areas.  This idea has not taken
 into consideration navigational issues, economic areas, feasibility and safety issues.  It overlooks the
 fact that there has not been a profitable rail built anywhere in the country.  The existing rail
 connection between Miami and Orlando has never made money and is currently being subsidized
 by tax payer money.
So why build another?
Simply so that a railroad that is primarily a freight company with an aging track bed would like to get
 a subsidized low cost method to build that track up to acceptable standards using tax payer money, 
 the money is being borrowed by the AAF passenger rail line not the freight railroad is taking the
 loan.  The tracks and right of way belong to the Freight entity.  The borrowed money that is being
 backed by the USA (us) will go in to default when the rail line goes into bankruptcy.  The track and
 other improvements to the track bed will have already been built, so the freight company comes
 out with a rebuilt track bed and a new connection to Orlando using our money.  Let’s not get
 hoodwinked into accepting this scam.
The navigational issues are put forth on the attached note.  
 
 
Please put a stop to the proposed train!,
 

Donna
Donna Friedman, Chair & CEO
TOWER CONSULTANTS, LTD.
Off.  (772) 288-3590
dlf@towerconsultants.com
www.towerconsultants.com
 
Please invite me to connect on LinkedIn.

 
This electronic communication is confidential, may be legally privileged, and is intended solely for the use of the individual to whom it is
 addressed.  Any disclosure, copying, distribution, or taking of any action based on the content of this communication is strictly
 prohibited and may be unlawful.  If received in error, please destroy immediately and advise via return email or by calling the sender at
 772-288-3590.
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From: Millie Hirsch
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: New Railway System
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:29:28 AM

- Millie


From:
veromillie@hotmail.com
To:
aaf_comment@vhb.com
Subject:
New
Railway
System
Date:
Tue,
2
Dec
2014
11:15:41
-0500

Gentlemen:

I
have
a
distinct
concern
for
the
addition
of
trains
coming
through
our
town
of
Vero
Beach,
Fl

on
the
Treasure
Coast.

I'm
already
experiencing
questions
as
to
"how
close
are
we
to
the
RR

tracks?"
when
I'm
attempting
to
sell
property.

It
is
main
concern
for
the
values
of
real
estate

anywhere
near
the
tracks.

I
don't
understand
why
your
company
can't
add
additional
tracks

west
of
town
along
the
95
highway
or
turnpike,
there
are
already
tracks
there.

We
have
a
numerous
amounts
of
senior
citizens.
and
with
the
trains
passing
through
as
often

this
is
going
to
be
a
life
or
death
situation
for
our
ambulances
attempting
to
get
past
the
train

crossing.

Question:

Why
from
Miami
and
then
stopping
in
Orlando?


If
this
is
part
of
a
request
from

our
Disney
folks,
it
is
cheaper
to
take
a
bus
from
Miami
to
Orlando
for
$48.00.

My
daughter

just
did
that
after
being
with
our
grandson
in
Orlando,
she
caught
a
bus
and
was
in
Miami
4

hours
later.



Thank
you.

Millie
Hirsch
7
Forest
Park
Dr
Vero
Beach,
Fl
32962
772
567
5254

- Millie
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Standley, Lisa; michael.johnsen@dot.gov
Subject: FW: No AAF!
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 12:40:48 PM
Attachments: image.png

I’m not sure if this constitutes a comment . . .
 
From: Robert Puglisi [mailto:bpuglisi511@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 6:06 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: No AAF!
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: michael.johnsen@dot.gov
Subject: FW: No AAF
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 11:42:42 AM
Attachments: image.png

 
 

From: Robert Puglisi [mailto:bpuglisi511@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 27, 2014 10:07 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: No AAF
 
32 high speed trains barreling through our small communities will forever end the peace and serenity we so enjoy.
 Please stop this demented plan!
     bpuglisi511@yahoo.com

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: No All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:37:43 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 1:19 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: FW: No All Aboard Florida

________________________________________
From: Dawn LeRoy [DLreportin@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 5:23 AM
To: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Subject: No All Aboard Florida

My husband and I want you to not approve the All Aboard Florida.  It will make getting to work and the courthouse 
 a traffic nightmare, which will deter shoppers and eaters from going to downtown West Palm Beach and City Place,
 who are already struggling.  This will also take passengers from Amtrack, who we are already subsidizing, and we
 will end up paying for All Aboard Florida eventually too.  Thank you.  Dawn LeRoy.

Sent from my iPad

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: NOT All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 11:11:18 AM
Attachments: Celeste_Worsnop_THE_HARBORAGE_Condo"s_and_NOT_All_Aboard_Florida.docx

 
 
From: asapshipping@aol.com [mailto:asapshipping@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 11:10 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: NOT All Aboard Florida
 
Mr. Winkle,

Please consider our community 79 feet from the tracks. 

All Aboard Florida will devastate our lives and our homes.

Regards,
Celeste Worsnop
275 NW Flagler Ave (#403)
Stuart, FL  34994

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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Celeste Worsnop

275 NW Flagler Avenue, #403

Stuart, FL 34994



November 19, 2014

John Winkle

Federal Railroad Administration

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311

Washington, DC 20590



Dear Mr. Winkle:

I am a resident of Stuart, Florida and live at the Harborage Condominiums. The Harborage Yacht Club and Condominiums are situated on the east side of the Florida East Coast Railroad (RR) Tracks between two crossings 3,000 feet apart between Fern Street and Alice Avenue.  Our condominium buildings are a scant 79 feet from the tracks.  We will be irreparably harmed by the All Aboard Florida (AAF) Intercity Passenger Rail Project unless current plans are amended to require realignment of the rail tracks west of I-95.If, as most Treasure Coast residents suspect, this proposal has already been rejected, the Federal Railroad Administration should require AAF to make all crossings within the City of Stuart safe and quiet.

I do not believe the DEIS adequately addresses our community’s concerns with respect to crossing safety, noise pollution, train vibrations, emergency response times and disruption of marine navigation by the change in operations of a bascule bridge almost 100 years old. I believe DEIS understates the navigational use of the St. Lucie River under the RR bridge. Marine traffic, exiting marinas, yacht builders, repair facilities, brokerages, and private docks were under counted.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Stuart RR Bridge was built in 1920’s.  The track segment through downtown Stuart is the only segment within the project limits that will remain single tracked. The more than threefold increase in train whistle noise pollution and vibrations will adversely impact neighborhoods on each side of downtown Stuart. I believe the effect of increased bridge openings on automobile traffic delays are not fully addressed in DEIS ── the Report only evaluated traffic at two intersections, SE Monterey Road and Colorado/SE Dixie Highway. Fern Street, Alice Avenue and other crossings to the south of the City were not evaluated. On a recent Saturday morning, a freight train stopped across both the Fern Street and Alice Avenue crossings blocked access for over an hour.

The Harborage has 129 two and three bedroom condos and three offices, with residents of all ages. Delays in securing emergency services as both entrances are closed for trains measurably undermine our emergency response times; increased train whistles and vibrations will degrade our quality of life and make our property virtually unsaleable.  AAF should move to and share the existing right of way that already offers passenger service to Orlando.  At the very least, safety and quiet zones should be required for Fern Street and Alice Avenue.  Federal highway sound barriers would be required for far less densely populated areas. 

Last, there is no justification for a Federal loan guarantee for a project that will ultimately degrade this community and the Treasure Coast. If it is going to happen, let it be private money and private guarantees.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Celeste Worsnop





From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Not All Aboard Florida...
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:24:39 AM
Attachments: AllAboardFL_Letter_RR_Commission.pdf

 
 
From: Bill T. [mailto:bilcar0946@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 27, 2014 10:13 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Fwd: Not All Aboard Florida...
 
 

Attached is a letter that we mailed recently to you at the Federal Railroad Commission regarding
 the All Aboard Florida rail project.  It outlines the reasons for our opposition to the completion of
 the rail service through Martin County and the Treasure Coast of Florida. 
 
Sincerely,

 
William and Carol Tulko
Hobe Sound, Florida
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                                                               William and Carol Tulko 


                                                      8056 SE Sequoia Drive 


                                                Hobe Sound, Florida 33455-7888 


 


                                                      Phone: 772-220-2634 


                                                  E-Mail: bilcar0946@aol.com 


 


 


Mr. John Winkle 


Federal Railroad Administration 


1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE Room W38-311 


Washington, DC 20590                                                                  November 26, 2014 


 


                                      Subject: All Aboard Florida Railroad Project 


 


 


Dear Sir: 


 


It makes no sense to be running these trains through the towns of the Treasure Coast in 


Eastern Florida.  The trains will be running through many small towns with multiple 


crossings that will impede both foot and automobile traffic.  The tracks are not up to high 


speed trains standards.  If All Aboard Florida were truly serious about high speed trains, 


they would be running on welded tracks with speed over 200 miles per hour.  


 


The current projected speeds will not make the trip to Orlando, as an example, much 


shorter. You have to factor in the time to get to the train station, park your car, board the 


train and arrange for ground transportation when you get to your destination of either 


Orlando or Miami.  The area ground transportation would only add to the cost of an 


already expensive trip.  The projected total cost of this service puts it out of the reach of 


most families plus it is inconvenient. 


 


The only people seeing any profit from this project will be those already living in 


Orlando and Miami.  The major profit will be made by the New York hedge fund 


(Fortress Investment Group) when they eventually arrange to sell the project and get a 


return on their original investment in Florida East Coast Railroad, who is driving this 


project.  These rail services in other parts of the country never make money without 


government intervention.  So, when Fortress exits the project with their profit in hand, the 


taxpayer will be left paying to support a losing situation going forward. 


 


Further, there are projections of many more freight trains, with more freight cars, to be 


added after the Panama Canal expansion is completed.  In Martin County Florida, where 


we live, we have a railroad draw bridge that crosses the St. Lucie River, which has only 


one track.  There are no plans to replace this bridge built well over 50 years ago or to add 


additional track.  Both freight and passenger trains will have to be staged on either side of 


the bridge and will block intersections preventing first aid and fire vehicles from 


performing their duties and risking lives as they wait at the crossings.   
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The bridge being old and in need of replacement, takes a long time to go up or down 


when it allows boats to pass under it. The clearance is not sufficient to allow many boats 


to pass without raising the bridge.  As a former boat owner, we have been delayed for 


long periods of time by its slow opening.  We can’t imagine what the backups will be on 


the waterway when there is added more freight and 32 high speed passenger trains a day 


over this old bridge.   


 


To further complicate the bridge and safety situations, there is a severely curved track 


just south of this bridge.  This was not mentioned in the Environmental Impact Study.  


This will also slow down trains and cause a backup into downtown Stuart blocking more 


crossings and adding to this dangerous safety issue. 


 


It would be more expensive but All Aboard Florida would encounter less resistance to 


their project and get better results by having the trains go west of the populated areas 


along the Interstate 95 corridor. If the project was relocated there, the trains could go 


faster, get to their destinations quicker and not interrupt life in the Treasure Coast 


communities. 


 


If All Aboard Florida is allowed to go through our small towns and take away parking 


spaces in downtown areas, interrupt both auto and boat traffic, create safety issues and 


change the way of life for many Florida residents south of Orlando, in the long run it will 


have a negative effect on the entire State of Florida.  Florida may no longer be an area 


that visitors and residents want to spend their time and money enjoying what Florida has 


to offer.  We sincerely hope this project is stopped from continuing as currently planned. 


 


Sincerely,  


 


 


William S. Tulko 


 


 


Carol B. Tulko 


 


                                               


 







From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: NOT All aboard Florida
Date: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:22:10 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Matthew Herath [mailto:mattherath@me.com]
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2014 10:19 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: NOT All aboard Florida

Mr. Winkle
I am writing to voice my strong concern and objection to the All Aboard Florida Project.
I currently reside in Palm City and my home faces the railroad crossing over the St. Lucie River.
I see first hand the number of trains per day that pass and hear the trains passing morning noon and night.
I also boat along the river and have been held up for as long as 45 minutes waiting for TWO trains to pass over the
 river.

The increased traffic will greatly diminish the quality of life for tens of thousands of people along the Florida coast.
 ALL of whom chose to live here long before this proposed nightmare of train traffic was even considered.
I will concede that high speed rail makes sense from the more populous areas of West Palm to Miami.  There are
 many people who do this commute everyday and high speed rail will be very beneficial, in many way, to that
 population.  But in the much less populated counties from Martin County north, high speed rail is certainly not
 needed or wanted.
Evidence of this is the fact that no stops are planned in many of the towns that the trains will pass through!!!  Where
 is the need if there are no stops??

And, why can't these trains run on the existing tracks to the west?  

I ask that you and your agency please consider the concerns and objections of the citizenry who will have to deal
 with your decisions and the decisions your agency makes.

Thank you for your time.

Matt Herath
Palm City, FL  resident 
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From: mary anne daniels
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: mary anne daniels; ed daniels
Subject: Fw: Not All Aboard Florida
Date: Saturday, November 8, 2014 6:37:25 PM

--- On Sat, 11/8/14, mary anne daniels <daniels425@sbcglobal.net> wrote:

> From: mary anne daniels <daniels425@sbcglobal.net>
> Subject: Not All Aboard Florida
> To: "mary anne daniels" <daniels425@sbcglobal.net>
> Cc: "ed daniels" <edward-daniels@sbcglobal.net>, "mary anne daniels" <daniels425@sbcglobal.net>
> Date: Saturday, November 8, 2014, 6:31 PM
> Having just read an article in the 
> St. Lucie News Tribune entitled "Will Public Meetings Change
> All Aboard????   Are you kidding .......     these
>
> meetings are a waste of time for the poor people who made
> the effort to attend  and  think their concerns are of any
> interest to anyone involved in
>
> this project.  This is a "done, in your face, deal" and no
> one will be able to reverse the facts that are already
> established and in the works.
>
>
> Aren't we all wishing that the past planning, or lack of,
> for South Florida had included some foresight in what was
> done. Or are we just going to go
>
> forward  destroying what's left of the east coast of
> Florida by allowing something this outrageous to completely
> impact the little communities along
>
> the coast line.  Yes, it is a scenic route traveling along
> the beautiful waterways that we all love along the east
> coast- but not at the expense of
>
> destroying the tranquility and peace of so many people who
> would never envision hours and hours of trains rumbling past
> their quiet quaint
>
> towns all day.  This route passes thru some of Florida's
> most beautiful areas and will only be beneficial to  the
> southern most cities of Miami, Ft.
>
> Lauderdale and West Palm Beach.  All of us who have made
> our homes in towns north of these cities will suffer with
> noise , pollution and snarled
>
> traffic among other unwanted injustices  as  a result of
> this poorly thought out  proposal. 
>
>
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>  What are you thinking,  people!!    It is time to put
> your heads together and think this thing through -and come
> up with another plan because you
>
> only get one chance at keeping this beautiful coastline. 
> They're all taken.
>



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Not All Aboard!
Date: Tuesday, November 4, 2014 9:33:26 AM

 
 
From: Sherrie Facchine [mailto:scubalou717@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 11:43 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: Not All Aboard!
 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
I have been following the All Aboard Florida debacle from the beginning.  First of all, does
 the FRC/AAF think we're all stupid and don't do our homework?  This rail system is not
 about moving people.  It's all about moving more freight from Miami ports to points north. 
 So if that's what they're trying to accomplish then use the rail corridor further to the west and
 not right through the most populated and tourist-laden eastern corridor where our tourist
 dollars as well as our quality of life and safety will be seriously affected by 32 additional,
 high speed trains screaming through here every day, snarling our auto traffic as well as our
 boat traffic under the bridge. AAF needs to be truthful about the reasoning behind this rail
 system and who's going to pay for it (Not us!!) and who's going to ride these trains.  The
 ridership numbers don't jive and are obviously an educated "guesstimate", not reality.  We in
 Palm Beach and Martin Counties DO NOT WANT this train.
 
Regards,
 
Sherrie Facchine
Jupiter, Florida

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Objection to All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 7:07:05 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Erin [mailto:erinbrophy@rocketmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 30, 2014 6:31 PM
To: AAF-comments@vhb.com; Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Objection to All Aboard Florida

Dear Sir or Madam,

        As a 45 year resident of Palm Beach County , I have followed the proposed passenger  train AAF closely. First,
 I was puzzled by the reported need, as Amtrak already has trains to Orlando that are not full  and Amtrak repeatedly
 needs government bailouts. What could be the financial incentive for exponentially increased passenger trains for
 which there is no demand?
         The Palm Beach Post brought enlightenment to this issue when reporting the expansion of the Panama Canal
 which will enable the large cargo ships from China to pass through to our ports in South  Florida. How silly of me
 not to follow the money on this preposterous plan for  'passenger trains' that will require a 1.5 billion dollar federal
 loan to upgrade the tracks from West Palm Beach to Orlando. Certainly, the track improvement would greatly
 benefit the phantom 3.5 million passengers per year AAF pulls out of thin air.  Also, of course, it would be
 beneficial for the expected increased need for freight trains and the tremendous profits expected to ensue from the
 Chinese / Asian goods.
        Therefore, since the ulterior motive of All Aboard Florida has been revealed, let us review the impact to some
 of the South Florida  communities that AAF is literally railroading:
     In my hometown of Jupiter / Tequesta , Florida , the railroad tracks nearly dissect the community.  Access to the
 only hospital , all the schools , and the main arteries of I-95  and/ or the Turnpike would be greatly infringed upon
 for the many thousands living east and/ or north of the tracks. Again, we are talking about people needing emergent
 medical care , children attempting to go to school, and workers trying to earn a living who would be affected . In
 addition, the actual time of the "passenger" trains crossing, while significant , is only going to be magnified by the
 increased traffic congestion in all directions at each railroad crossing  when the 6 + tracks are closed 32 times per
 day.
       Stuart and several other Treasure Coast towns also will be greatly effected. Quaint town centers with
 restaurants, shops and family activities are located in close proximity to the railroad tracks. The remaining few
 instances of the small town lifestyle in South  Florida are in great jeopardy.
       The quaint, quiet Florida village way of life is in danger of near ruin for multiple smaller towns and villages in
 Northern Palm Beach county and the Treasure Coast if the AAF plans are implemented. I strongly disagree with All
 Aboard Florida 's destructive plans for multiple South Florida communities and the 1.5 billion dollar federal loan
 which will not be feasibly repaid by unfilled  passenger tickets.

                                                                                 Sincerely,

                                                                                 Erin Brophy
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Opposed AAF
Date: Thursday, October 2, 2014 12:42:59 PM

 
 

From: Steve Vogel [mailto:steve@scvogel.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 12:33 PM
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; Winkle, John (FRA); Bill@billnelson.senate.gov;
 Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov; sachs.maria.web@flsenate.gov
Subject: Opposed AAF
 
To All Respectfully,
 
AAF will be a disaster to coastal towns in South Florida. The risks and liabilities, from
 safeguarding crossings to increased freight traffic of unknown cargo, with trains speeding
 through the heart of heavily populated towns, is beyond common sense. You don't need a
 environmental impact study to tell you how dangerous and out of place 32 high-speed trains
 per day will be on the FEC tracks. 
 
AAF will have no benefit, just negative impacts, in all the municipalities along the tracks, with
 the exception of the West Palm, Fort Lauderdale, Miami and Orlando stations, where
 developers will rake in tons of money. Everyone else will have to suffer, from marine
 interests to thousands of businesses and millions of residents who have invested in these
 coastal areas. That isn't right. AAF doesn't have a right to jeopardize our quality of life.
 
Like most South Floridians, I am not against high speed passenger rail, just its proposed
 location on the FEC tracks.
 
Do the right thing. Please do not support AAF as proposed.  Thank you.
 
Steve & Lorraine Vogel
108 SW 1st Avenue
Delray Beach, FL 33444
 
A 23-year resident in Delray -- 50 years in South Florida
 
P: 561.279.2447
C: 561.573.1595
www.scvogel.com
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Opposed to All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 10:27:32 AM

 
 

From: Rich Rocheleau [mailto:richrocky@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 10:10 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA); Silva, Michelle (FRA); Robinson, Nathan (FTA); Public Affairs (FRA);
 FRA.CFO@dot.gov; officeoffrpd@dot.gov
Subject: Opposed to All Aboard Florida
 
To: Railroad Commission & Managment
cc: President of the United States -( on Internet)
      DOT (on-Internet)
 
I am a resident of Port St Lucie, Fl. and live west of the Railroad bridge over the St Lucie River in
 Stuart. When this bridge is down it blocks 95% of the boats looking to get to the Intracoastal  or the
 Ocean.  All Aboard Florida will result in that bridge being closed for most of the day blocking 95% of the
 boating traffic.  All boaters and most residents of the Port St Lucie, Stuart & Palm city area are opposed
 to All Aboard Florida.  What we are being told by our House & Senate representatives is that they can
 block any funding in Congress, but indicate that the Railroad Commission has the funding and can
 approve this project without Senate or House approval.  
 
Any approval of this project will cause a local revolt against you organization's management and the
 president of the United States who we think has control of your organization. 
 
Please take this into consideration before you make any decision on this project.
 
Thank You
 
Rich Rocheleau
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Orange County Comish Supports Nazis on Veteran"s Day
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 12:02:56 PM

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov

-----Original Message-----
From: Public Affairs (FRA)
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 12:33 PM
To: England, Michael (FRA); Flatau, Warren (FRA); Lake, Michael.CTR (FRA); Fisher, Kim CTR; Thompson,
 Kevin (FRA); Cole, Michael J. (FRA); Mercer, Henry Dickson (OST); Barkley, Timothy (FRA); Booth, Michael
 (FRA); Cole, Michael J. (FRA); Chromey, Tretha (FRA); England, Michael (FRA); Flatau, Warren (FRA); Gray,
 Rakonda CTR (FRA)
Subject: FW: Orange County Comish Supports Nazis on Veteran's Day

________________________________________
From: defendjerusalem@mindspring.com
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 12:32:37 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada)
Subject: Orange County Comish Supports Nazis on Veteran's Day

>>>>>Subject: Orange County Comish Supports Nazis on Veteran's Day
>>>>>
>>>>>Dear Commissioner Ted Edwards:
>>>>>
>>>>>Having driven from Miami Beach to Orlando (and back) to raise critical issues surrounding "All Aboard
 Florida's" hiring Siemens to run its trains, I had asked Mayor Jacobs for perhaps a few additional minutes, which
 she adamantly refused.
>>>>>
>>>>>How much could I offer in 3 minutes on this outrage of hiring one of the worst German Nazi companies in
 the Holocaust that had ignored their role in it or responsibility to Survivors and heirs Siemens had put through 'hell'
 and still allow to suffer.
>>>>>
>>>>>I had sent to you and the whole Orange County Commission, a four page statement on Siemens, who could
 care less.
>>>>>
>>>>>So, while platitudes were given to Veterans on this, Veterans Day, the 400,000 Americans who lost their
 lives to stop the Nazis and Japanese and the millions wounded in WWII that claimed 70 millions of lives, were in
 fact ignored and the Nazis given a victory with your support of All Aboard Florida's train scam.
>>>>>
>>>>>This goes along with Orlando, 71 out of 100 cities on how its treats Veterans to begin with. If it isn't 'Disney'
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 what difference does it make?
>>>>>
>>>>>There was Siemens and also Allianz for Travel Insurance. Allianz's CEO was Hitler's Economics Minister,
 while Allianz insured the 'death camps' and the Nazis, while stealing from the Jews, their 'death benefits' and now
 owe $2billion to Survivors and heirs, but refuse to meet with them or to compensate them while doing 'golf
 tournaments' in Boca Raton, Fla.. Allianz lobbies Congress so that the ONLY group in America that can't sue the
 companies that were part of the Holocaust are survivors.
>>>>>
>>>>>After I finished my statement and you were rocking in your chair throughout my presentation, you were the
 ONLY commissioner to come to Siemens defense which has an operation in Orange County.
>>>>>
>>>>>At least you offered that you weren't familiar with Siemens past.
>>>>>
>>>>>Even though you've been serving on this Commission since 1996, you showed no class or concern about
 Siemens, when a legitimate public servant would have offered your 'expertise' to bring Siemens and Allianz to the
 table with us and Survivors, in how they must compensate Survivors and heirs before doing business with AAF or
 anyone.
>>>>>
>>>>>Mr. Edwards, on Sept. 18, 2014, Holocaust Survivors testified before Congress that of 125,000 Survivors in
 America and many thousands in Florida, 1/2 of them are below the poverty level and have to choose between food
 and medicines. One Half of Florida is also struggling to survive as well on all levels not addressed by public
 servants in both parties who are only concerned about their own greed and sell out politics.
>>>>>
>>>>>Then on Oct., 20, 2014, it was announced how the U.S. State Department had allowed Nazi killers to collect
 Social Security by the $millions if they would leave the U.S. and they could keep these payments, instead of being
 put on trial for mass murders. The U.S. brought in 10,000 Nazis after WWII. How many are in Orlando?
>>>>>
>>>>>A week later in the Miami Herald, it was announced that the CIA had hired 1000 of these Nazi killers in their
 'Cold War' with the Soviets, as if the Soviets were worse than these killers of 7 million Jews and 5 million others.
>>>>>
>>>>>A few days later, also in the Herald, a company that makes small creamers for coffees had pictures of Hitler
 and Mussolini on those creamers in Switzerland and the manufacturer said "It's been 70 years' as in 'who cares?'
>>>>>
>>>>>Then in the beginning of November, Obama's goons in the Atlantic call Bibi Netayahu of Israel and in affect
 all Israelis and Jews, 'cowards and chickenshits'.  Shalom International protested this outrageous attack by calling
 Obama the 'chickenshit' and 'Jew-hating Jihadist' in protests we did in Miami at the Torch of Friendship by Bayside
 and again the next day at the Fed. Bldg. in Downtown Ft. Lauderdale, before I testified against Siemens before the
 Ft. Laud. City Commission.
>>>>>
>>>>>With the thousands who drove by and hundreds who walked by us,on Nov. 3, 2014, even the Blacks didn't
 defend Obama. We knew then the results of the Nov. 4 elections.
>>>>>
>>>>>How is it possible for the world's #1 leader to foster so much hate against the Jews and along with the UN,
 EU and Vatican to keep demanding that the Jewish religion and our 5000 yr. "Covenant with G-d" that millions of
 Jews were slaughtered for, didn't matter. Or that Jerusalem, Jewish for 3000 yrs, needs to also  be divided and given
 to the very Arab Nazis aligned with Hitler to 'kill all Jews' and still do and who also danced in the streets after '9/11'
 and has only built a body count, while Obama is allowing Iran to build its nukes to use against Israel and America.
>>>>>
>>>>>Have we lost our minds?
>>>>>
>>>>>Nov. 9, marked the anniversary of "Kristolnacht" which started the Holocaust and Europe and Germany,
 today, have yet to be deNazified and anti semitism is raging again.
>>>>>
>>>>>When I met with the German Consul General in Miami, on June 26, 2014, he said 'another Holocaust was
 possible'. I spent over an hour with him on why McDonald's was allowed to hand out flyers where people could buy
 burgers and fries at Dachau Death Camp, near Munich, where 40,000 were murdered and this the first of many,
 many death camps, among 42,500 locations of mass murder and exterminations of Jews. Or that at Auschwitz, the



 world's largest Jewish cemetery and where millions were murdered, that there are restaurants, disco, crosses,
 banking and post office on this sacred ground, where Siemens ran slave labor and mass murder and in 400 other
 camps as part of their horror show you openly endorsed by saying on Nov. 11, 2014: "It's great to see the private
 sector come in and fund and build a project like this."
>>>>>
>>>>>Since when is the Holocaust not relevant to today's discussion and since when is morality not a factor....
 when making a buck is the priority and Siemens made $104billion last year while ignoring the victims of their Nazi
 monstrosities.
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>Commissioner Jennifer-Thompson was even more stupid with" "I've been all Aboard All Along".
>>>>>
>>>>>Aboard what?
>>>>>
>>>>>If Amtrak already does 79 mph and All Aboard Florida will do 110 mph, then for 31 miles faster, we are
 going to spend $1.5billion we all know the taxpayers will have to foot this bill, like so many other scams? Amtrak
 is $43 and AAF won't disclose the cost of fares and we have the 'Red Bus' from Miami to Orlando that is $20 round
 trip, with WIFI, TV screens and no disruption of phone service on the trains with this bus as part of 9 buses that run
 from Miami to Orlando, then why would anyone want to spend $1.5billion and among the questions you and
 commissioners should have asked among many I will discuss below, but you folks were frothing to back this
 fraudulent system on so many levels. Did I mention all the planes that fly Miami/Ft/laud to Orlando?
>>>>>
>>>>>If Gov. Scott returned to the Feds. last year, $2.4billion for a rapid train from Tampa to Orlando, which is far
 less the distance from Miami to Orlando, then what is this $1.5billion price tag or is this part of the lies?
>>>>>
>>>>>On Wed., 11/12/14, I attended a meeting of the U.S. Coast Guard regarding AAF etc. that was held in
 Hollywood, Fla.
>>>>>I made my two minute presentation and then heard much from the 60 attending on how the New River in Ft.
 Lauderdale would create much chaos for boaters and their whole support system with train  bridge closings for 32
 trains more than the mess and dangers that exist today with the freight trains.
>>>>>
>>>>>Now the recommendation was either to raise the rail bridge or build a tunnel and not to add to the existing
 chaos for boaters, The Boat Parade, builders and those waiting in traffic, plus noise, fumes, stress, etc. All Aboard
 Florida hasn't offered a dime for any of this or for 36 bridges along the Miami to Orlando route and 9 bridges
 needing to be permitted and possibly 18 bridges being replaced and a new one built in Brevard County to cross St.
 Johns River or potential for Indian River, Lagoons, Jensen Beach-Jupiter Inlet, St. Sebastion River and Eau Gallie
 Rivers, among so many environmentally sensitive areas that would be impacted by AAF. The tunnel from Port of
 Miami recently finished cost over $1billion alone. Nothing offered by AAF.
>>>>>
>>>>>Infrastructure damage, flooding, tidal damage, fishing and bird habitat and replacements and surface and
 groundwater considerations and habitat destroyed besides wildlife, let alone residential displacement and
 neighborhood fragmentation....or public health, safety, security, pollution, stress and each of the 360 crossings are
 different in terms of noise, 'quiet zones', vibrations, structural damage, water reserves, wetlands, floodplains, social,
 economic and cultural resources, parks, recreation, utilities, eco tourism, manatees, bird and fish protected areas,
 among so many issues involved with this AAF system, Orange County Commission blindly endorsed in not asking
 any of these and others questions.
>>>>>
>>>>>Just because AAF claims it will be privately funded, who will back those bonds if they don't meet ridership
 for 32 trains daily?  What are their revenue projections and profit potentials?
>>>>>
>>>>>So with their claim that AAF will reduce cars, this too makes no sense as folks will have to rent a car on
 either end and if that's the case why not rent to begin with and see the real Florida at one's leisure and cheaper too?
>>>>>
>>>>>While over 40,000 have signed petitions against AAF just in St. Lucie County, the attitude from All Aboard
 Florida is one of sticking it to the public and not addressing any of the issues presented on all levels of this
 operation.  Their credibility stinks, like most politicians playing this same kind of game.
>>>>>



>>>>>What of property values down by 20% along the route?
>>>>>
>>>>>What happens when those huge container ships that will come through the Panama Canal in two years, that
 have 8000 containers on them and then put on trains.
>>>>>
>>>>>If there are 8-14 freight trains running today, now add 24-28 more freight trains, plus 32 from AAF. Now add
 26-50 from Tri-Rail from Miami to Palm Beach and then the traffic congestion, pollution, stress, wasted gas,
 becomes a major nightmare affecting everyone, etc.
>>>>>
>>>>>With 360 railroad crossing between Miami and Orlando and the need for overpasses and underpasses that are
 all very expensive, then where is AAF offering to pay for this in private funding, letting alone the disruption for
 building such a scenario and long trains with hundreds of cars, needing to be spoken of?
>>>>>
>>>>>I sat on the Miami-Dade MAPP committee on transit. The speed lanes on I-95 with the orange poles are my
 suggestion as well as how to stop freight trains  crossing LeJeune Rd. by Miami International Airport right in the
 middle of rush hour, which would stop traffic for lots of time throughout this area and not just LeJeune Rd., but
 effect the expressways as well. The issue wasn't just to accommodate the railroad, but the very many thousands
 sitting in traffic whether in cars or trucks.
>>>>>
>>>>>There are no federal safety rules or the impact, real impact of traffic on any of this.
>>>>>
>>>>>There is much resistance to AAF and its attitude to ignore any and all of these issues and why they can't be
 trusted and Siemens was the last straw.
>>>>>
>>>>>AAF offered $500,000 for just one crossing in Brevard County as a token position, but has ignored extended
 gates, raised medians or other protection structures, stress and emergencies and all ties ups from maritime to
 vehicle.
>>>>>
>>>>>The more the public looks at the Big Picture that All Aboard Florida has purposely ignored as well as those
 commissioners endorsing this mess, the more the public is against it.
>>>>>
>>>>>If AAF wants to build 3 giant towers on top of its Miami terminal, this is $3billion in their bank accounts but
 does nothing for the taxpayers. Downtown Miami real estate is hottest in the world. Isn't this part of their scam? Or
 is it to grab as much real estate as possible along the route and for cheaper prices?
>>>>>
>>>>>Now Gov. Scott wants to add $213.5 million for the Orlando Airport Terminal and that too is from the
 taxpayers, while he turned down the $2.4 billion from the Feds, knowing full well that the taxpayers would have to
 pay for it as well.
>>>>>
>>>>>All Aboard Florida is NOT an extension of Disney's Monorail.  Will locals and or tourists ride AAF and at
 what cost on so many levels to the rest of Florida?
>>>>>
>>>>>Siemens and Allianz Nazi connections are just more insult to injury that AAf and all of its 'endorsers' have
 purposely ignored, but I assure you that a campaign level would not be welcomed by those bond holders in NY etc.
>>>>>
>>>>>You trivialized the Holocaust and their victims. Shame on you. Did we learn anything from 1939?
>>>>>
>>>>>I've been to 14 events to address these issues since Oct. 15, 2014 and I've gotten only 6 folks who were in
 opposition to us. The rest were unhappy at this additional level of the deception they are already feeling with All
 Aboard Florida.
>>>>>
>>>>>This AAF project is not a done deal. Blindly endorsing AAF will only come flying back at everyone not
 investing the time, energy and questioning on all levels what is at stake here for all of us.
>>>>>
>>>>>The more I discover of AAF, the more opposition I have for it.
>>>>>
>>>>>We in Miami have been taken for a ride by so many crooks and their political trash backers and have been



 taken for $billions. All Aboard Florida has really refused to come clean on their total project and the more that
 comes out, the less support they have.
>>>>>
>>>>>While political leaches may be All Aboard, the public isn't.
>>>>>
>>>>>"NO NAZI TRAINS IN FLORIDA" MATTERS.
>>>>>
>>>>>Bob Kunst
>>>>>Pres., Shalom International
>>>>>305-864-5110
>>>>>www.defendjerusalem.net
>>>>>
>>>>>Since Oct. 2007, Shalom International has done 714 rallies/events and 2252 media to 'Fight Nazis terrorists-
German or Islamic and to protect and defend America and Israel.'
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>
>>>>>
>



From: Rob Montanile
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Please no All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 1:48:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear All Aboard Florida & whomever else it may concern,
 
I am a Jupiter, Florida and Village of Tequesta, Florida resident, tax payer, and stakeholder. Additionally, I am a USCG licensed captain and very aware
 of the role the USCG plays in our everyday lives. Firstly, thank you for your service and dedication. The purpose of my message is because I am a
 resident in the area and I am highly concerned about the plans for All Aboard Florida and what that implies for railroad bridge closings on our
 waterways. I attached a map which shows the train bridge adjacent to roadway 811, but also the waterways that will be impacted. I am highly against the
 All Aboard Florida plans in our area for the number of reasons listed below and I believe you should consider these reasons as a member affiliated with
 the USCG:
 

1)      Waterway and marine economy is significantly affected by the frequency of waterway closures due to train traffic
a.      Many people, especially those not interested in water activities, are unaware and underappreciate the significant contribution that our

 waterways, boating, fishing, and other water activities play in our local economy. This local economy is extremely important to the
 USCG and funding the budgets necessary to keep the USCG as strong as it is today.

b.      Studies show homeowners are less likely to own boats when they live by a fixed bridge or waterway with interrupted access (bridge
 closure, water depth and sandbar blockage, locks, etc…). Restaurants and marinas suffer from lower attendance due to noise and
 nuisance of traffic or trains. Charter boats, dive boats, fishermen, and other sub-sectors of the boating community are less likely to
 use a waterway that they can’t depend on for timing of their trips. Marine biologists that dock their boats in the river will likely
 relocate, a few were featured on shark week. These are only a few examples of the local “boating” economy that will be significantly
 impacted.

2)      Safety
a.      In the event of a marine crisis – the potential of frequent bridge closures and train traffic will impact the speed and efficiency of

 medical or emergency response.
3)      Infrastructure

a.      I have lived in this area my entire life – the current infrastructure and dependability of the train bridge is weak. Thankfully, there is
 only freight traffic right now because I doubt the bridge every time it operates. Even if the investment is made to update mechanical
 components, we all know any machine can fail at any time and either a train breakdown or the bridge becoming inoperable can
 significantly impact the ease of waterway traffic. For example, the Loxahatchee River in Jupiter, FL is one way in and one way out.

4)      Disturbance to marine life and environment
 
I have other concerns that I am willing to express – but these are just a few of the main concerns that I think the USCG should consider and take a strong
 stance on. I am available anytime to discuss if you would like to reach out. Please acknowledge receipt of this e-mail message.
 
Thanks for your attention and time to this important matter.
 
Colin Hickey, CAIA
Investment Analyst
AM Global Family Investment Office, LLC
319 Clematis Street, Suite 300
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
 
W: 561.249.6826
M: 561.262.6453
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From: Sharon Kenny
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: Please Say NO to All Aboard Florida"s high-speed rail ! ! !
Date: Monday, October 27, 2014 12:56:24 PM

--- On Mon, 4/28/14, Sharon Kenny <kensha818@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: Sharon Kenny <kensha818@yahoo.com>
> Subject: Please Say NO to All Aboard Florida's high-speed rail ! ! !
> To: "Federal Railroad Administration" <frapa@dot.gov>
> Date: Monday, April 28, 2014, 1:20 PM
> TO:  The Federal Railroad
> Administration
>          Public Affairs
> Office
>
>
> Greetings:
>
> We live in Stuart, Florida, a small town on the Atlantic
> coast 100 miles north of Miami,
> and 100 miles southeast of Orlando.  This series of
> small towns which is called the
> Treasure Coast would be adversely affected in a very major
> way should this high-speed
> rail come through our coastal communities. 
>
> Between the noise, the traffic congestion at the crossings,
> the inability of emergency vehicles
> to get to their destinations - - the small town atmosphere
> would be ruined.
> We depend on tourism for a healthy economy in Florida, and
> the invasion of these trains
> on the antiquated tracks would repel our visitors.  The
> marine industry would be affected
> due to the railroad bridge having to be raised and lowered
> across a major pathway
> on the St. Lucie River.
>
> It seems that the only people who would benefit from this
> train are the investors,
> the legislators, and the possible casino industry that is
> trying to be pushed through
> in Miami.
>
> If "quiet zones" are created to contain these trains as they
> zoom through 32 times each day,
> our small streets are going to feel like the urban I-95
> interstate with 20 foot walls,
> as though the train is in a tunnel!!!
>
> These Florida East Coast tracks also go through preserved
> land and at least one State Park.
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> What would happen to the wildlife and their migratory routes
> as they seek food and mates???
>
> Please take into account the many people who really care
> about our quality of life.
> and say NO to these investors who only care about how much
> money they can make.
>
> Sincerely,
> Sharon Kenny Esposito
>
> If the train cannot be stopped from being built, there are
> CSX tracks that go through the middle of the state to Orlando.
Perhaps the AAF people could be persuaded with financial contributions
to switch their plans from West Palm Beach to Orlando.
Please help us to preserve our quality of life
and not ruin a big stretch of the Atlantic Coast communities in Florida!!!
>
>
>
>



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Please Stop The All Aboard Rapid Train System, It Will Change For The Worse Our Current Quality Of Life

 and Devalue Our Home
Date: Friday, October 10, 2014 7:11:57 AM

 
 

From: mongoose01@comcast.net [mailto:mongoose01@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, October 09, 2014 8:24 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Please Stop The All Aboard Rapid Train System, It Will Change For The Worse Our Current
 Quality Of Life and Devalue Our Home
 

 

 

Dear John Winkle Of The FRA

 Hello Sir,

My family and I live in Indian River County. Previously we had lived in New York and
 New Jersey. Our family had lived near trains before in Spring Lake and Point
 Pleasant New Jersey, beautiful places to live as is the current case for Vero Beach
 Florida. Currently as was the case up north the small commercial trains that you
 would hear as we would all sit around our wrap around porch gave these
 neighborhoods a wonderful sense of vacation, small town and the ushering in of
 another memorial day and summer season to come.

Vero Beach where our leaders and its building department don’t even allow
 buildings taller than 3 stories, nor allow that much commercial projects want to
 keep that small town atmosphere we currently have. I truly don’t think the planning
 department had ever imagined what those people at Florida All Aboard nor anyone
 else would be planning to do with these coastal tracks. This can not be allowed for
 many more reasons than anyone could list to have this project completed this way.
 Using the existing coastal rail road for a rapid train system will turn us more into the
 rapid transit system of New York City and less like the one in Point Pleasant, Long
 Beach Island, Spring lake and Cape May New Jersey. There is no reason to state
 mark my words because I have to believe you already know this.

I also believe the building department here did not think much about wher it placed
 communities so close to the rail road tracks along U.S Highway One. I can tell you
 now as stated for the record that our community, and even more precise this home
 we live in and spent our hard earned money on to build “this custom home will not
 only lose much of its value by this type of train system, but because of a rapid
 train system like this it will cause many people looking for homes to stay clear from
 buying this home, in our neighborhood and area”. I also believe beyond any
 reasonable doubt that “our quality of life will be diminished greatly”. I would not be
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 honest if I did not say that we are very scared to think that people can be lead to do
 harm to others for their own financial gain, especially based on this impact report that
 was nothing more than sham.

Where are thy brothers keeper here on earth, here in the United States, Here in
 Florida now? I trust between you, me and the Lord Thy God we all call on every
 Sunday to hear our prayers will looks into each of our souls each and every day.

I can understand each parties position. I can understand what it might mean for you
 and your agency to tell those who only fly over the tracks, never feeling the hardship,
 the time the burdens & fumes “No this Idea is no good this Idea is Dead in its tracks!”
 I know this because I was in a position of authority at one time (Supreme Court State
 of New York). I have other relatives that live here and even my parents who are
 against this train system that live in Jupiter Florida & Boca Raton and they are not
 directly impacted but know right from wrong!, and until anyone of those good people I
 will only meet in Heaven need an ambulance and can’t get to the hospital because of
 either stupidity or greed, or maybe it will be a fire, who knows. In regard there are just
 to many reasons this project needs to stop and the small amount of train travelers
 this will benefit. It does not outweigh the vast majority of citizens this will negatively
 impact.  

Back to our home and community again, (Vero Beach) currently when we have family
 visiting and the train comes through early in the morning when everyone wakes they
 will say they thought they were in Spring lake, our home already has a slight
 vibration and sometimes you may hear the horn. A serious question now is what is
 the impact of this type train and our home, this community? and what happens when
 along U.S Highway 1 and say 73rd street and all the commercial properties there are
 sold, then all the massive amounts of trees are cleared that currently buffer the
 sound of the infrequent commercial train that goes through? Anyone taking into
 account the impact of those trees being removed? 

I have read the current impact report and just like when I was on the job it was
 tailor made to suite the party looking to have the work approved/and for this train
 system to go through. It does not take into account for every single person and it
 clearly does not bring to account what should be the top reason for or against this
 project. Like does this affect more people negatively than positively? Can this cause
 harm or death to the citizens that I need to make a wise decision for? Will this cause
 negative changes in the quality of life for residents along the coast, and not just the
 massive traffic, congestion and pollution issues it will cause? 

Finally as we had stated we are very scared and concerned in regard to losing the
 quality of life we have and the devaluation of our home. If a bad decision is made,Will
 all those who do own homes and properties be compensated for this and is that just,
 In God We Trust or Not? Honestly we don’t want to be put in the position having o
 contact Charlie Rose, Chris Mathews, Arianna Huffington and CNN indicating the
 need for a massive class action. I think we all want to just enjoy their remainder of
 our days here on earth in sunny Florida.

Last the research we have in this short amount of time did indicate that in other



 places train systems were dropped under ground, walls constructed, tracks moved all
 done to make sure people’s homes and quality of life were not negatively
 impacted. This is the 21st Century and even if the case was that only the very poor
 and unfortunate were affected by this that would be even more the reason to make
 the right decision and stop this now.

I for one am glad to have had parents who taught me to do onto others as I would like
 done onto thyself and I try to believe our government can still do what is right, but the
 last thing I want to think while at church some Sunday in the future is Lord may your
 Government usher in as soon as possible. We no longer even know right from
 wrong.

Thank you for your time and attention in this very important matter, not just for this
 family and our concerns but to every last person that this will negatively impact. 

Respectfully Submitted

Michael DeBlasio

Denise DeBlasio

Michael W. DeBlasio II

Josephine DeBlasio

Michael W. DeBlasio I

Mary Cutillio

Tony Cutillio

Wayne Cutillo

Rosemary Grimes



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Please Stop the Trains!!!!!
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 6:56:01 AM

 
 

From: Rosemary Jones [mailto:Rosemary_Jones@jjtaylor.com] 
Sent: Saturday, October 18, 2014 3:25 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Please Stop the Trains!!!!!
 
PLEASE stop All Aboard Florida!!! 
Our emergency vehicles will be held up at the gates putting the public in grave danger.  This project
 has got to be stopped and the freight trains have to be held to a reasonable length.  A 3-mile
 train is equally as menacing as 32 passenger trains a day. 
 
There is not one profitable passenger train company in the country.  Why would you think this
 one will succeed?  Do not extend taxpayer dollars for the ill-fated project.  There are other
 projects to use the funds for. 
 
Gene and Rosemary Jones
PBG, FL
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Proposed all aboard Railway Expansion
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:19:06 AM

 
 

From: Chris Wigley [mailto:wigley5@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:06 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: 'Lisa Wigley'
Subject: Proposed all aboard Railway Expansion
 
Dear Mr Winkle,
I am a homeowner that lives approx 100 yds from the existing train tracks . I live on Alice Ave ,
 Jensen Beach Fl. I have invested heavily in the home and my business in the local area. As of now
 My house is only 5 years old it is showing deterioration from the constant vibration from the trains
 that already pass through this area. I can feel the train shake my bed when it goes by in the morning
 and the whistles disturb us as we sleep if the windows are left open.
It is unimaginable , the deleterious effects, more trains will have on this area.
I can’t imagine how this project can possibly continue as projected.
The people to the South say it will help them with jobs. I can tell you as a business owner it will
 irreparably effect our local area. If it matters to you, I will be forced to leave and take my business
 elsewhere. There will be more businesses lost than mine I can assure you.
I realize you have probably received many letters like this ,so I will keep it short. Just note that for
 the record there are many of us locals that have long term ties here in town that this ridiculous
 railroad idea will adversely affect.
I will be forced to move and take my business elsewhere and seven families will lose jobs.
This is a ridiculous.
Kind regards, Chris Wigley
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From: Marion Conley
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fw: Proposed high speed and additional freight trains going through Treasure Coast Florida
Date: Saturday, November 29, 2014 8:15:14 AM

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Marion Conley <swampfox5645@yahoo.com>
To: "AAF_comments@vhb.com" <AAF_comments@vhb.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2014 12:14 PM
Subject: Proposed high speed and additional freight trains going through Treasure Coast Florida

It simply makes no sense that these trains need to be so close to the coast.  Has no consideration been given to
 the people who live and work here?   This will be a total disruption of our lives and could be changed if the trains
 were located west of here where there is less density.   Not to mention the damage to our local wildlife, some of
 which is Federally protected.  I have yet to meet one person who is in favor of this project.  Our concern is that
 profits will overcome any justice.
Thank you.
Marion Conley
5645-2 Marina Drive
Sebastian Florida 32958

in addition-, I recently read an article in our local paper proposing ALL tracks be relocated west and replaced with
 green space connecting towns.  What a wonderful use of the land this would be.  I feel it deserves SOME
 THOUGHT ON THE PART OF THE OWNERS.
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From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Proposed South FloridaTrain Plan
Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:29:38 AM

 
 
From: James LINDER [mailto:jebdlinder@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:00 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov;
 Congressman.Posey@mail.house.gov; gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov; altman.thad.web@flsenate.gov;
 john.tobia@myfloridahouse.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov;
 ritch.workman@myfloridahouse.gov; tom.goodson@myfloridahouse.gov; ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us
Subject: Proposed South FloridaTrain Plan
 
Dear Sir:
 
I am writing with concerns about the All Aboard Florida (AAF) passenger rail
 project and the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) they have
 forwarded to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for review and
 comment.
 
The DEIS repeatedly refers to the impacts of adding 32 high speed trains as
 “will be mitigated.” No remedies are discussed for important issues like
 noise, vibration, air quality, construction staging or the impact more freight
 and 32 passenger trains will have on our natural habitats and wildlife. 
 There has been a serious attempt by AAF to fool us into accepting their
 plan with misleading facts or partial truths at area forums.  Additionally, as
 the South Florida Phase 1 segment is moving forward, many people
 believe there is nothing we can do to resolve their concerns.  That
 sentiment has been used by AAF to limit comments and promise local
 officials concessions and/or stations “sometime in the future.” 
 
The new AAF tracks will bisect our community of mostly retired and senior
 residents. This means increased train activity could virtually cut off the east
 parts of my neighborhood from western portions. This is a serious
 impediment to the delivery of emergency services.  Neighbors will be
 separated from neighbors and access to needed community services will
 be limited by increased delays at crossing.
 
Safety at railroad crossings is also a huge concern.  Add 32 daily high
 speed trains, PLUS 16 to 20 freight trains to road crossings, that are level
 to the roadway (grade level) and we have an accident waiting to happen.   
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Also not adequately addressed is the demolition and replacement of the St.
 Sebastian River railroad bridge.  AAF states the bridge will remain in its
 right-of-way.  While the bridge may be in the right-of-way, the tracks are
 being moved east and at landfall will impact homes in the Little Hollywood
 community.  Among the issues “to be mitigated” are the impacts of bridge
 construction on the annual winter migration of the Florida Manatee, an
 endangered species. The St. Sebastian River is treated as a stand-alone
 issue.  No mention is made concerning its use as a watershed by the St.
 Johns River Management District or that the River is a tributary of – and
 included in - the National Indian River Lagoon Estuary, a Lagoon of
 national importance and in critical need of restoration.
 
Finally, Florida already has a passenger train that goes from Miami to
 Orlando and no one rides it.  It’s called Amtrak. 
 
I am asking the Railroad Administration to reject the flawed Draft
 Environmental Statement and tell All Aboard Florida to  move their trains
 west.  Florida voters approved an amendment to the state’s constitution in
 2000 authorizing a high speed “bullet” train adjacent to Florida’s Turnpike.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
James and Beverly Linder
 



From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Response - DEIS All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:06:38 PM
Attachments: FRA final.docx

IRCHS-signed.pdf

 
 

From: STANBR@aol.com [mailto:STANBR@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 12:33 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA); AAF-comment@vhb.com
Cc: dreingold@irc.gov; citymgr@covb.org; mfalls@covb.org; jgriffen@cityofsebastian.org;
 acoy@cityofsebastian.org; mbusha@tcrpc.org; kdelancy@tcrpc.org; rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com;
 bill@billnelson.senate.gov; Alyn.Fernandez@rubio.senate.gov; Pam.gillespiese@mail.house.gov;
 gardiner.andy@flsenate.gov; altman.thad.web@flsenate.gov; steve.crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov;
 debbie.mayfield@myfloridahouse.gov; Robert.Bendus@dos.myflorida.com;
 ananth.prasad@dot.state.fl.us; amie.goddeau@dot.state.fl.us; mbrandenburg@sjrwmd.com;
 Andrew.w.phillips@usace.army.mil; bmitchell@sebastianchamber.com;
 director@indianriverchamber.com; sisustarfish@aol.com; gtokro@aol.com; idletteiii@bellsouth.net;
 jackiemerle2000@yahoo.com; jerryandsue1967@bellsouth.net; indianriverhisto@bellsouth.net
Subject: Response - DEIS All Aboard Florida
 
Mr. Winkel,
Please find attached a Memorandum and Letter Report prepared as the response to the Federal Railroad
 Administration's Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the All Aboard Florida Proposed Project. On
 behalf of the Indian River County Historical Society, I thank you for the opportunity to provide these
 comments. 
 
We regret that this has been our only opportunity to provide local knowledge concerning the cultural
 resources in Indian River County, but we trust that the FRA will adhere to their promise that each and
 every one of our concerns will be addressed. If there are any questions or clarification needed, please do
 not hesitate to contact us.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Ruth Stanbridge
County Historian
Indian River County Historical Society
 
 
Please acknowledged receipt of this communication. Thank you.
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				 RUTH STANBRIDGE

	      Consultant * Historic/Environmental Research * Grant Writing

4835 66th Avenue * Vero Beach, Florida 32967 * Phone/Fax: (772) 567-5363 * Email: stanbr@aol.com





MEMORANDUM and LETTER REPORT



Date:	November 29, 2014

To:	Mr. John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration

From:	Ruth Stanbridge, County Historian

		

Re:	Draft Environmental Impact Statement - All Aboard Florida Project.  



Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Proposed Project.  The following is submitted and specifically directed to the Consultation and Cultural Resources of the above DEIS as it relates to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 and Federal Department of Transportation Act (FDTA) Section 4 (f). 



COMMENTS

From the beginning, the citizens of Indian River County and other Treasure Coast Counties were assured by both the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) and All Aboard Florida (AAF) that all concerns would be answered and the Draft Environmental Statement (DEIS), when released, would be complete, creditable, and address all of their concerns.  

After reviewing this DEIS, it is clear that this document is not complete and far from creditable.  It is lacking in the most basic information and details, especially in the identification and discussion of the cultural resources of Indian River County.  

The DEIS Summary was the first indication that the FRA and their consultants failed to give any consideration to the cultural resources of Indian River County.  The DEIS does not acknowledge significance cultural resources or historic districts that are located in or immediately adjacent to the FECR Railway Historic District.  The DEIS does not include text, tables, or a report which would indicate that a true cultural resource assessment was completed for the APE of the N-S Corridor.  There is, however, a bold statement on page S-18 that says that “The Project would have no direct or indirect effect (noise, vibration, and change in setting) in the historic resources located adjacent to the N-S Corridor.”  That statement is unbelievable!  

A proper survey and discussion of cultural resources (including archaeological sites) cannot be found in the Affected Environment (Chapter 4), or Environmental Consequences (Chapter 5), and is totally missing from Chapter 7 (Mitigation and Project Commitments).   Because these resources have not been identified or acknowledged in the DEIS, is it presumed that there are no “environmental consequences”.   That is not to be believed! 



As early as July 2013, FRA was being assured by AAF and their consultants that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) “was comfortable that AAF has properly consulted with them and that, at this point, [there are] “no adverse effects” to cultural resources from this project" [8 July 2013 letter – Appendix 4.4 .5 A2].   Again, another bold statement that was made more than two months before the release of the DEIS and months away from the end of the commenting period.   

This DEIS is flawed.  It has created confusion and bewilderment not only for the public but for the local governments and cities trying to review the document.  Again, this DEIS is unacceptable and a failure of the FRA and their consultants who were tasked to write a complete and creditable document.



FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE:  The DEIS is incomplete because the FRA and its Consultants failed to communicate with local governments and the local historical communities.

(1) In the letters of March 28, 2013 [Appendix 4.4.5 A1] and July 8, 2013 [Appendix 4.4.5 A2] FRA determined “that the coordination with local preservation planning representatives used in Phase I was “not warranted in Phase II” and that “coordination with local entities was not required …” 

(2) Also,  FRA agreed “not to use the ‘substitution approach’ to streamline the NEPA and NHPA Section 106 consultation process” which meant that the “standard Section 106” method would be used - 8 July 2013 letter [Appendix 4.4.5 A2] 

(3) It was reported in the DEIS (page 4-124) that determinations had been made at meetings and through conference calls and concurred with at the highest level (prior to the DEIS release) that coordination with local planning representatives was "not warranted".    



These determinations between FRA, AAF, and SHPO (in both the pre-DEIS and in the DEIS) set the stage for what happened in Indian River County and in other local governments along the N-S Corridor.  

The FRA and their consultants failed to contact local governments (cities and counties), historical or heritage organizations or individuals in regard to information or input on cultural resources.  No scoping meeting was held in Indian River County. The City of Vero Beach and the City of Sebastian both located along the APE of the N-S Corridor were not contacted.  Neither the Indian River County Historical Society nor the Sebastian River Historical Society was asked for information on cultural resources.  The planning staff of Sebastian and Vero Beach and those of Indian River County were never called.  Even the County Historian (duly appointed by the Indian River Board of County Commissioners) and who has worked closely with the Department of State, Bureau of Historical Preservation, for over thirty years was never asked for information.

SHPO, when contacted on October 15, 2014 by email about these pre-DEIS determinations, responded that “An agency official may use the process and documentation required for the preparation of an EA/FONSI or an EIS/ROD to comply with section 106 in lieu of the [standard 106 process] if the agency official has notified in advance the SHPO/THPO and the [Advisory] Council that it intends to do so”.  

Whatever method (the “standard Section 106 process” method or the streamlined and flexible “substitution” approach) was used local public participation and involvement cannot be ignored or overlooked.  The FRA’s determinations in the early pre-DEIS meetings has compromised this mandatory participation and involvement.



(4) Table 4.4.5.2 (page 4-125) – This Table explains that 4 Certified Local Governments (CLG), 1 urban planner, and 1 archaeologist were contacted.



The Orlando-WPB Corridor is well over two hundred miles long and runs through 6 counties with a dozen or so large and small local city governments, at least another dozen or so planners for each city and county, many local historical societies, preservationists, and knowledgeable local people, yet only 6 contacts were made with only 3 responses 

  

Under Section 106, a Certified Local Government is not singled out as a substitute for “local government”, a consulting party, a consulting agency or a local preservationist.  An urban planner in St. Lucie County cannot be a substitute for the urban planner in Indian River County.   FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE!



FAILURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE CULTURAL RESOURCES: The DEIS is incomplete because it failed to acknowledge cultural resources located in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the FECR Corridor. 

(1) In Section 4.4.5 Cultural Resources:  Most of the historical properties and archaeological sites in Indian River County located in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the railway corridor were not acknowledged, surveyed, or discussed in this DEIS.  These resources were omitted or simply dismissed from the Section.  Therefore, no analysis could take place.



Section 4.4.5 (pages 4-120-132) was alarming in its entirety.  There was neither a detail discussion of historical buildings and structures nor a cultural resource assessment report.  Moreover, no recognition was given to the two National Register Historical Districts in the City of Sebastian that are located in or immediately adjacent and on either side of the FECR Linear Historic District.  Not only are these National Register Districts in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the N-S Corridor there are over 40 buildings or structures within their boundaries with many of them in the APE and several are individual properties potentially eligible or already listed on the National Register.

Throughout the length of the county in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the N-S Corridor, there are a number of other single historic properties potentially eligible or already listed on the National Register.  These were not acknowledged in any way.  They would fall under Section 106 (NHPA) and will have impacts from noise, vibration, and safety issues, yet they are not listed or discussed in the entire document.  

The “three architectural/historical resources” mentioned on page 4-129 of the DEIS are only identified in the Tables that immediately follow that page.  The railroad corridor, the bridge, and a railroad platform (designed and constructed by engineers not architects) are slated for reconstruction activities or demolition.   No other cultural resources in Indian River County were listed or acknowledged in the text or in the Tables.



In the separate Appendix 4.4.5-B3 which shows the “proximate” of cultural resources in relationship to the N-S Corridor APE, there are some resources identified only by their FMSF#s identification.  There is no refer, no discussion, or other acknowledgement of these resources in the DEIS text.  Again, there is no Cultural Resources Assessment Report (CRAC) or Table attached to this DEIS.  



The DEIS also failed to acknowledge or identify several very important archaeological sites located in or immediately adjacent and within the N-S Corridor.  These sites are of major significance and have National implications and, even, International importance.  Another failure of this DEIS.



(2) Archaeological Resources (page 4-131) – Under this portion of the DEIS only one archaeological site in Indian River County is reported in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the N-S Corridor in the text.  This one site, a shell midden not evaluated by SHPO, was mentioned, but several more in or immediately adjacent to the corridor were ignored and/or dismissed.  



One of the archaeological sites that was missed is in or immediately adjacent to the bridge landing of the St. Sebastian River Bridge (FMSF#8BR3062/8IR1569) near Roseland.  This site is listed on the Florida Master Site File but was never acknowledged, surveyed, or investigated by the FRA or their consultants.  This is the same St. Sebastian Bridge that will be demolished as part of the Proposed Project and a survey will be necessary before any permits can possibly be issued.  Without investigation, demolition and new bridge construction will destroy any cultural resources in the vicinity of this bridge landing.   



Two sites with major potential were also ignored or dismissed.  Neither the Vero Man site (FMSF#8IR09) nor the Gifford Bones site (FMSF#8IR07 and FMSF#8IR08) were mentioned in the text.   Both are potentially eligible for National Register status. 



The Vero Man site has gained both National and International attention.  In fact, the excavation at the Vero Man Site is now going into its second season. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is well aware of the potential of this site.  Again, this is a total failure of the DEIS in not properly addressing cultural resources along the N-S Corridor and not actively coordinating with local government and local people!





FAILURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE IMPACTS: The DEIS failed to acknowledge the Proposed Project’s impacts to cultural resources.



In Section 4.2.2 and Section 5.2.2, there is limited discussion of impacts to cultural resources.  Unfortunately, this DEIS has not recognized or acknowledged these resources (including the archaeological sites) and therefore, discussion of the “environmental consequences” and impacts is so inadequate that it fails to meet the requirements of National Environmental Protection Act (NPEA).  Vibration, noise, and safety issues are major concerns.



(1) Table 4.2.2-1 separates noise-sensitive land uses into Categories.  Category I lists National Historic Landmarks as one of the “significant outdoor uses”.



In Indian River County there are two National Register Historic Districts and a number of single historic properties that fall within Category 1 which are listed on the National Register or potentially eligible to be listed. The referenced properties are  in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the N-S Corridor, but, again, they were not identified, acknowledged, or discussed in the text or anywhere in the DEIS document.  They would fall under Section 106 (NHPA) and there will be environmental consequences from noise, vibration, and safety issues. 



Located in Pocahontas Park (Table 4.4.6-2, page 4-141) are two historic buildings which are considered community centers (one is on the National Register and another potentially eligible).  While Pocahontas Park is acknowledged in Table 4.4.6-2 under Section 4 (f) and Section 6 (f); the historic buildings are not acknowledged.  In fact, their existence is not acknowledged anywhere in the text - only on Map 45 [Appendix 4.4.5-B3] as a Florida Master Site File number.  

 

These community centers and Pocahontas Park host hundreds and hundreds of people per day, yet the DEIS failed to discuss or acknowledge these buildings and their uses.  In fact, the Park, itself, was misidentified as being owned and managed by Indian River County, but Pocahontas Park is a city park in the City of Vero Beach and has been since 1913.  The DEIS failed to acknowledge these community buildings in an active public park and the obvious impacts from noise, vibration, and safety concerns.



Another property that was not mentioned or discussed in the DEIS is a historic farmstead consisting of a house museum (listed on the National Register), barns, and a future as an educational center.  This Farmstead should be considered under Section 4(f) and is a unique property with over 100-acres of conservation and preservation land including several rare and endangered species onsite.  Its eastern boundary is located in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the N-S Corridor.  Again, this entire historic farmstead with barns was omitted from discussion as well as impacts from noise, vibration, and safety issues.





(2) The FRA did determine that the N-S Corridor would result in “long-term noise and vibration with adverse impacts to residents and properties”. (page 5-39)

(3) FRA also determined that “the ground-borne vibration already exceeds the criteria” (page 5-51).   Currently, the N-S Corridor is consider a “heavily used rail corridor” (more than 12 trains per day) with additional impacts if the trains double (FRA 2012a).



Again, vibration, noise, and public safety are major concerns to all the cultural resources in or immediately adjacent to the APE of the N-S Corridor.  Since these cultural resources were not acknowledged, recorded, and are missing from the DEIS records and since public involvement was non-existence, no adverse impacts were discussed or recorded.

With the only plans – the 30% plans – available, there was inadequate information to review the DEIS and the potential impacts that will be caused by the Proposed Project.  Sixty percent (60%) plans were requested but NOT provided while the ninety percent (90%) plans will not be available until weeks after the DEIS deadline for comments has passed.  Plans at 60% are considered standard in any construction project, but for reasons unknown, the FRA and AAF determined that those plans were not necessary for this DEIS.   Once again, the DEIS fails to acknowledge the impacts of AAF’s Proposed Project!

Because the FRA and their consultants failed to provide the necessary information, data, and plans in the DEIS document, local governments, owners of these properties, preservationists, and the general public will not be able to accurately address the impacts AAF’s Proposed Project will have on the cultural resources of Indian River County!  Failure to acknowledge impacts!





SUMMARY

This “reconstruction” proposal by AAF will add “new” modern infrastructure, additional high speed passenger trains, and increased freight.  Impacts of vibration and noise to cultural resources were NOT addressed in this DEIS.  Safety issues in and around these cultural resources were NOT discussed.  This DEIS simply did NOT acknowledge or recognized these resources and so the DEIS presumed they did NOT exist as far as “consequences” from this Proposed Project. (See Cultural Resources, pages 4-120-132 and Table 4.2.2-1- Noise and Vibration – page 4-35)

But these cultural resources do exist and will be impacted not only by the current Proposed Project, but any future increase in rail freight.  This freight issue may rapidly increase “if and when” the passenger service proves to be a financial burden. The practical use of this “new” modern infrastructure would then become a freight corridor.  History has a way of repeating itself and in 1968 - passenger service was discontinued on the FEC Railway and freight increased - it could happen again!     

What recourse will the public have to address impacts from increased freight when the passenger service decreases or is discontinued?   The FRA must find language to add to any final document that will allow the issue of a substantially increase in freight service to be re-visited and re-evaluated. 



CONCLUSION



All Aboard Florida representatives have promoted this Proposed Project to the public as a “restoration” and this term was actually used by one of the consulting agencies, but this is not a true statement.  A “restoration” would “restore” passenger service with the trains moving at a normal rate of speed with the original stops “restored” along the way.  This is a “reconstruction” with the goal of operating a high speed passenger train with a maximum speed of 125 mph on modern tracks, with new and upgraded bridges, and with NO small railroad station stops planned along hundreds of miles of the original corridor.  This is definitely not a “restoration”.



There are many local governments, organizations, and citizens along this Corridor that are extremely displeased and very disappointed with the Federal Rail Administration on how this DEIS was handled.  There is also amazement that an Agency with the reputation of the FRA would allow an Environmental Impact Statement, so poorly done, to be released, even, as a “Draft” document.



This DEIS does not represent  the goals and objectives of Section 106 and Section 4 (f) nor does it adhere to the criteria that the Federal Rail Administration or any other Federal government agency must have to allow a Proposed Project of this scope to move forward.  The deficiencies in this document are just too much to overcome in an amendment, or, even, in a supplement.  This DEIS should be rejected, outright, with the opportunity that any “new” document have a realistic timeframe and follow the proper legal guidelines established through NEPA, NHPA, and FDTA.  The public and local governments must be guaranteed participation from the beginning - not the end. 



Respectfully submitted by:                           /s/____ Ruth Stanbridge_____, County Historian
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November 29, 2014



United States Department of the Army

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers

Cocoa Permit Section

400 High Point Drive, Suite 600

Cocoa, Florida 32926

Attention:  Andrew Phillips

RE:  SAJ-2012-01564 (SP-AWP), All Aboard Florida Project

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permit application for the All Aboard Florida Project.  As County Historian for Indian River County and a member of the Board of the Indian River County Historical Society, it was with special interest that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) furnished by the Federal Rail Administration (FRA) was reviewed.

This DEIS is incomplete and lacking in the most basic information about the cultural resources found in or immediately adjacent to the right-of-way (ROW) of the Florida East Coast Railway (FEC) corridor in Indian River County.  

This DEIS did not acknowledge or investigate archaeological sites that are recorded at three of the four bridge sites in the County.   The following are brief descriptions of these bridges and the sites in or immediately adjacent to these bridges.

St. Sebastian River Bridge (FMSF#8BR3062/8IR1569) is to be demolished.  The original bridge was a wood trestle bridge (C. 1891) that carried the first train into the fishing village of Sebastian in December 1893.  The existing bridge (C. 1926) replaced the original structure in the same alignment. On the Indian River County side, the bridgehead is situated in or immediately adjacent to a midden, known as the Campbell Property (FMSF#8IR02).   It was a common practice in those days to utilize midden materials for support of bridges and for road material.  

This site was noted in Irvin Rouse’s 1951 publication on the archaeology of the Indian River area but was not investigated.  The countywide archaeological survey conducted by Indian River County in 1990 noted this site but did not investigate because of its status on private property and its use as an active railroad line.  

 Undoubtedly, this site was not investigated by the AAF’s consultant either.  This site should be thoroughly researched and investigated before any permit is issued and any construction begins.

North, Main, and South Relief Canal Bridges:  The railroad bridges currently over the North, Main, and South Relief Canals are slated to be upgraded.  These canals are part of the Indian River Farms Water Control District (Farms) created (C. 1913) as part of a 55,000 acre land development.  The Farms is a Chapter 298 District under the State of Florida and has authority to tax the landowners in the District for water control. 

Our concerns are:

The North Relief Canal, historically, was a tidal creek called Houston Creek and was channelized as part of the Farms Plan of Reclamation.  This reclamation unearthed fossilized paleo bones which included mastodon and camel.  This site is in and immediately adjacent to the ROW of both the bridges of the existing railroad and Old Dixie.  It is listed on the Florida Master Site File as #8IR07 and #8IR08 (aka Gifford Bones) and is considered potentially eligible for listing in the National Register.  Again, this site was not recognized by the consultants for AAF and was not included in the DEIS.   Further investigation of cultural resources will be necessary.

The Main Relief Canal, historically, was a tidal creek called Van Valkenburg and joined on the east with a smaller stream, the Vosenberry.  As part of the Farms Plan of Reclamation canal construction unearthed not only fossilized paleo bones of mega fauna, but human bones.  The site of Vero Man and Vero Woman are within sites called Locality 1, Locality 2, and Locality 3.  The boundaries of this site extend eastward under the railroad ROW, under U.S. 1 (formerly Old Dixie) and even further eastward on both sides of the channelized tidal creek.



Currently, there is a major archaeological research and excavation project being conducted on a portion of the site.  Mercyhurst University and the Old Vero Ice Age Committee (the local archaeological organization) have completed research and analysis for their first year dig and are preparing for the next phase.  This site is eligible for National Register listing and is listed on the Florida Master Site File under FMSF#8IR09.



Totally missed, omitted, and ignored by the consultants for AAF and the agencies assigned by FRA, this is a MAJOR site with National implications and International interest.  Impacts to this site were not even considered or discussed in the DEIS because of their omission from the document.   



Recommendation:

There are NO construction plans, only 30% right-of-way plans to be seen.  There are NO 60% plans available and, we are told, 90% plans are not scheduled to be released until after this permit and the DEIS deadline has passed.  Therefore, it is not possible to adequately address impacts and consequences from construction.

This permit application, as presented, does not acknowledge these sites, therefore, there was No discussion and NO mitigation considered.  The construction or re-construction of these bridges will create major impacts to the cultural resources that exist in or immediately adjacent to the FEC right-of-way unless proper steps are taken.   



This permit application, as presented, should be denied.  It has major deficiencies, a lack of information, and no plans or drawings available.  The DEIS did not follow the proper procedures under Section 106 and/or Section 4 (f).  Any issuance of this permit would have major impacts to archaeological sites without any stated conditions or mitigation to protect them.   



Respectfully submitted,



/s/  Ruth Stanbridge



Ruth Stanbridge

Research Historian



CC:  Mr. John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration
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From: Frank Watanabe
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Review comment on the AAF DEIS
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 5:25:47 PM
Attachments: Comment Letter on DEIS.pdf

John,
 
My email was returned as undeliverable, so I am trying again to submit our review comment letter.
 Hopefully, this time it will get through.
 
Frank Watanabe
Public Works Director/City Engineer
City of Sebastian
(772) 388-8228
 
 
 

From: Frank Watanabe 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 5:20 PM
To: 'AAF'; 'john.winkle@dot.gov'
Cc: Joseph Griffin; Cynthia Watson
Subject: Review comment on the AAF DEIS
 
Mr.  John Winkle,
 
Attached is the City of  Sebastian review comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
 (DEIS) for the AAF Passenger Rail Project.   You will also receive an overnight package tomorrow
 Tuesday 12/2 which includes the hard copy binder with the same City comment letter and
 additional comment surveys, letters and documents collected by the City of Sebastian regarding
 comments on the DEIS.   If you have any questions regarding our review comments, please email or
 call me at (772) 388-8228.
 
Sincerely,
 
Frank Watanabe, PE
Public Works Director/City Engineer
City of Sebastian
(772) 388-8228

mailto:FWatanabe@CityofSebastian.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment











































































From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: Standley, Lisa; Ward, Autumn
Subject: FW: Scanned Image
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2014 2:27:43 PM
Attachments: image2014-12-18-142358.pdf

A couple of more.  One of them was postmarked in time but took a couple of weeks to get to us.

-----Original Message-----
From: Winkle, John (FRA)
Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2014 2:24 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Scanned Image

Please See Attached

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:LStandley@VHB.com
mailto:award@vhb.com











From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Scanned Image
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 11:12:18 AM
Attachments: image2014-11-25-110909.pdf

Hi Autumn -

This one was handed to me at the Ft. Lauderdale meeting and I'm not sure if it was otherwise submitted.  It seems to
 be confusing Phases 1 and 2, but should be part of the record.

-----Original Message-----
From: Winkle, John (FRA)
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 11:09 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Scanned Image

Please See Attached

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment











From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: Standley, Lisa; Ward, Autumn
Subject: FW: Scanned Image
Date: Thursday, December 18, 2014 2:27:43 PM
Attachments: image2014-12-18-142358.pdf

A couple of more.  One of them was postmarked in time but took a couple of weeks to get to us.

-----Original Message-----
From: Winkle, John (FRA)
Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2014 2:24 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Scanned Image

Please See Attached

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:LStandley@VHB.com
mailto:award@vhb.com











From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: Ward, Autumn
Cc: Standley, Lisa
Subject: FW: Seminole Tribe of Florida: All Aboard Florida EIS
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 2:00:47 PM

A real straggler.
 

From: Bradley Mueller [mailto:bradleymueller@semtribe.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 12:18 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Seminole Tribe of Florida: All Aboard Florida EIS
 
To: Mr. John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration
       1200 New Jersey, SE Room W38-311
       Washington, D.C.  20590
       Email:  john.winkle@dot.gov
 
Good Afternoon Mr. Winkle,
 
I was unable to successfully send comments concerning the All Aboard Florida Draft EIS to the
 AFF_comments@vhb.com email address so I am sending them via john.winkle@dot.gov. Please see
 below.
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
Thank you for contacting the Seminole Tribe of Florida – Tribal Historic Preservation Office and
 providing us the opportunity to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and 4(f)
 Evaluation for the proposed All Aboard Florida Intercity Passenger Rail Project. Pursuant to Section
 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act we have reviewed the report sections dealing with
 Cultural Resources and have no objection to the report’s findings concerning historic properties at
 this time. I would however like to point out one error that occurs on page 5-137, Section 5.4.5
 Cultural Resources, the definition of “cultural resources” provided in paragraph one of this section is
 in fact a definition for “historic properties”. As I am sure you are aware the distinction between
 cultural resource and historic property is a critical one in the 106 process. Thanks again and feel free
 to contact me with any questions.  
 
 
 
Regards,
 
Bradley M. Mueller, MA
Compliance Supervisor
Tribal Historic Preservation Office

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:award@vhb.com
mailto:LStandley@VHB.com
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:AFF_comments@vhb.com
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov


Seminole Tribe of Florida
 
Tel:  863-983-6549 ext 12245
Fax:  863-902-1117
Email:  bradleymueller@semtribe.com
Web:  www.stofthpo.com
 

 

mailto:bradleymueller@semtribe.com
http://www.stofthpo.com/


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Small Town Fort Pierce Locals Speak Out in A Big Way!
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:29:54 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Danielle Ohanesian [mailto:deohanesian@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 5:47 PM
To: towncouncil@jupiter.fl.us
Cc: CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov; Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Small Town Fort Pierce Locals Speak Out in A Big Way!

FYI. This is the future for the small businesses in Jupiter. It will be the end for many of our locals.

Check out this video on YouTube:

http://youtu.be/5zSafLg8ahs

Sent from my iPad

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:deohanesian@gmail.com
http://youtu.be/5zSafLg8ahs


From: Michelle.Silva@dot.gov
To: john.winkle@dot.gov
Subject: FW: Stating Opposition to AAF
Date: Thursday, December 4, 2014 6:42:26 AM

 
 
From: Betsy Boggie [mailto:561etb@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2014 12:00 AM
To: Silva, Michelle (FRA)
Subject: Stating Opposition to AAF
 
John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration, 1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E., Room
 W38-311, Washington, D.C. 20590.
 
Dear Mr. Winkle,
 
We are writing to state our opposition to FEC's  proposed All Aboard Florida project. 
 As informed citizens we believe the proposed project would be very detrimental to
 Florida's east coast communities and especially Jupiter.  We have been a waterfront
 property taxpayers in Jupiter for thirty years.  Like many other residents we are
 seriously concerned with the potential downturn of property values due to negative
 impacts from increased FEC railroad activity.  We are very concerned that more
 trains will cause traffic jams and impede passage of emergency vehicles.  We share
 common concerns about the Loxahatchee bridge safety and blockage of boating
 traffic.   We question the necessity and sustainability of a high speed train and we are
 suspicious that the FEC has ulterior motives of eventually increasing freight passage
 once the high speed venture fails.  We strongly oppose taxpayer funds being used to
 support this project in any way. 
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Gordon and Betsy Boggie
912 North Loxahatchee Drive
Jupiter, FL 33458

mailto:Michelle.Silva@dot.gov
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Stop All Aboard Florida from using the FEC train tracks. They should build new tracks or use existing rail

 tracks west of Interstate 95.
Date: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:16:32 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Lloyd Smiley [mailto:lloyd_smiley@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:51 PM
To: Governor Rick Scott; Winkle, John (FRA); Dobbs, Catherine (FRA)
Subject: Stop All Aboard Florida from using the FEC train tracks. They should build new tracks or use existing rail
 tracks west of Interstate 95.

 Subject: Stop All Aboard Florida from using the FEC train tracks going through our towns near our homes.
 They should build new tracks or use existing rail tracks west of our towns.
Please tell us why not!

 Governor Rick Scott, absentee voters Lloyd G. Smiley and Margaret C. Smiley  of Vero Beach in Grand Harbor,
 voted re-election for you and respectfully  ask a reply directly from you. Please tell us why the FEC trains cannot be
 routed on tracks west of Interstate 95.

 We know that you and your staff favor the upgrading and operation of the All  Aboard Florida trains on tracks near
 our homes and through our towns;  however, we request that our communities along the Atlantic Seaboard be 
 protected and free from additional railroad freight and passenger traffic.
 Please use existing tracks or install new FEC train tracks west of our towns  and Interstate 95; to avoid noise
 pollution, traffic congestion and major  safety concerns in our coastal towns.

 Please preserve the value of our homes and businesses by routing trains west  of Interstate 95; also, from Governor
 Scott’s point of view and for Florida
 revenue: assessments and real estate taxes could be sustained by routing  trains west of Interstate 95.

 AAF trains operated through Coastal towns would cause longer commutes to  work and could affect emergency
 response times.  The projected 50 freight  and passenger trains per day and increase in passenger and freight traffic 
 are surely justified in using existing tracks or installing new tracks and  operating AAF trains west of Interstate 95.

 Lloyd G. Smiley, Retired
 WW II Veteran 1st Lt. Pilot A/C Commander B-24  European Combat missions:
 Po Valley, North Apennines, Rhineland, Central Europe

 Margaret C. Smiley, Retired RN,
 53 years of service
 Certified Quality Improvement (CQI)

 4830 East Coventry Drive
 Vero Beach, Florida 32967-7301
 Lloyd_Smiley@Hotmail.com

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:lloyd_smiley@hotmail.com


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: Standley, Lisa
Subject: FW: Stop All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, November 12, 2014 10:27:24 AM

Hi Lisa –
 
I’ve gotten a lot of these “FRA please stop AAF”.  Somewhere in our responses to comments, we
 have to state, maybe in italics and bold, that FRA doesn’t have the authority to stop the project.
 

From: Tom Pettibone [mailto:tom.pettibone@transitionpartnersco.com] 
Sent: Sunday, November 09, 2014 9:01 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Stop All Aboard Florida
 
Dear Mr. Winkle:
 
We request you stop All Aboard Florida.  It is a scheme by a New York hedge fund to
 enhance their balance sheet at taxpayer expense.  Please do not use government funds
 for the sole benefit of this private hedge-fund.

 
Worse, the project will create safety problems, damage Florida’s marine, fishing, and tourist
 industries, and turn many desirable coastal communities into a gritty industrial corridor.

 
Of particular concern are the highway crossings in many communities.   Today’s closures
 already create serious traffic problems.  Doubling or tripling the closures will greatly worsen
 this situation, and create life & death issues by delaying access to hospitals.
 
In addition, increased closures of the 90-year old railroad trestles at the St. Lucie,
 Loxahatchee, and New Rivers will seriously damage Florida’s marine, fishing, and tourist
 industries.  They are already old, rusty and unreliable.  Under this scheme they will be
 closed for long periods each day effectively eliminating access to those rivers.
 
In order for this scheme to be viable, overpasses must be built at the highway crossings,
 and the 90-year old trestles must be replaced with elevated rail bridges for vessel
 passage.  Please halt the project until these improvements are incorporated in the plans.
 
Tom & Peggy Pettibone
16936 Passage South
Jupiter, FL  33477
 
 

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:LStandley@VHB.com


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Stop the Big Choo Choo
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 7:13:59 AM

Sent with Good (www.good.com)

-----Original Message-----
From: Louis Cipriano [loucip@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 06:52 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: rick.scott@eog.myflorida.com; Winkle, John (FRA); Bill@billnelson.senate.gov;
 Greg_Langowski@rubio.senate.gov
Subject: Stop the Big Choo Choo

Honorable Governor Scott, Mr. John Winkle, Senator Bill Nelson and Senator Marco Rubio

We moved to Florida from Connecticut in December of 2013 into the Fort Pierce community.
  While driving on Indian River Drive I noticed an alarming number of homes for sale.  What
 these homes had in common was two things.  They were adjacent to the tracks and they had
 protest signs on their lawns informing me of the high speed train issue.  I then investigated
 this issue and noticed that there would be OVERWHELMING negative issues to the
 communities between the start and end of the trains path.  I have heard that it is not just the 32
 high speed trains but also the 24 freight trains making it 56 trains in a 24 hour period.  

There is a short video on youtube (Florida Not All Aboard HD) that is really alarming.  It
 points out the contrast to Excela and other high speed trains in Europe.  

PLEASE don’t let this pass.  

Be safe,
Lou Cipriano
361 European Lane
Fort Pierce, Florida
203 509-8288
loucip@gmail.com

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:loucip@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_W6-IT_Y5Y
mailto:loucip@gmail.com


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Totally against all aboard florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:17:13 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: mark florman [mailto:mflorman@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 9:06 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Totally against all aboard florida

Please make them move it west, this will cripple the Treasure Coast!
Mark Florman, Sewall's Point Fl.

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:mflorman@comcast.net


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Train route
Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 9:31:26 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Barbara Geib [mailto:btgeib@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 8:43 AM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Train route

Please do not approve the train route through Stuart, Florida, or Jensen Beach, Florida.  These are very beautiful, old
 Florid areas that would be obliterated with the constant train disruptions.

Thank you.

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:btgeib@sbcglobal.net


From: michael.j.cole@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Train service Questions
Date: Monday, September 22, 2014 8:34:19 AM

Michael Cole
Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Communications and Legislative Affairs
Federal Railroad Administration
Tel (Direct):   202-493-1306
Cell:             202-450-7599
Fax:             202-493-6068
michael.j.cole@dot.gov 

Rail - Moving America Forward
The Federal Railroad Administration's mission is to enable the safe, reliable, and efficient movement of people and
 goods for a strong America, now and in the future.

Follow FRA on Facebook and Twitter

-----Original Message-----
From: Patsy Dreyer [mailto:patsy.dreyer@me.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 20, 2014 3:25 PM
To: Public Affairs (FRA)
Subject: Train service Questions

9-20-2014

I want to know the following:
   1. Currently, how many passengers travel by rail from Miami to Orlando, FL?
   2. Where are the stations going to be in Orlando?
Thank you
Patsy Dreyer
Sent from Patsy's iPad

mailto:michael.j.cole@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:patsy.dreyer@me.com


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Train
Date: Wednesday, November 26, 2014 7:14:56 AM

I think there's an inverse relationship between the quality of the comment and the number of exclamation points
 used.

-----Original Message-----
From: Sally Goodrich [mailto:skgoody@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 5:37 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Subject: Train

we are NOt all aboard!!! An environmental disaster!!!!Sally and Hoyt,Goodrich Vero,Beach!!

Sent from my iPad

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:skgoody@gmail.com


From: Dean Baumgartner
To: john.winkle@dot.gov; AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: TRAINS KILL... Feb 26 2010 Melbourne FL
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:06:14 PM

Please be Reminded!  TRAINS KILL… SO
 PUT MORE TRAINS IN THE CENTER OF
 OUR SMALL TOWNS… MAKES SENSE
 DOESN’T IT???
 
Hundreds of family, friends remember
 Melbourne train crash victim
Friends, family remember Wraya Hadley Memorial for 3 Southwest
 teens: Southwest Middle School in Palm Bay has a memorial in
 the courtyard for the three students killed by a train Saturday
 night.
Feb. 26, 2010
 
 
 
Dean Baumgartner, CCIM,CRS,CIPS,ALC, Realtor
Berkshire Hathaway HS Florida Realty
(formerly Prudential Florida Realty)
2363 SE Ocean Blvd, Stuart, Fl  34996
Cell: 772-708-3396  Office: 772-283-2800

Certified Commercial Investment Member
Certified Residential Specialist

Certified International Property Specialist
Accredited Land Consultant

 

mailto:deanbaumgartner@earthlink.net
mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
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From: rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov on behalf of FRAPA@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW: Tri-Rail Kills Another on 11/14/14
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 2:01:43 PM

Rakonda Gray
Administrative Assistant
Communications and Legislative Affairs
VESA Health and Technology
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590
Direct Line: 202-493-1355
Mobile: 202-236-4580
Rakonda.Gray.CTR@Dot.Gov

-----Original Message-----
From: defendjerusalem@mindspring.com [mailto:defendjerusalem@mindspring.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 12:23 PM
Subject: Fw: Tri-Rail Kills Another on 11/14/14

-----Forwarded Message-----
>From: shalominternational <shalominternational@mindspring.com>
>Sent: Nov 18, 2014 11:33 AM
>To: dj <defendjerusalem@mindspring.com>
>Subject: Tri-Rail Kills Another on 11/14/14
>
>
>
>
>>>Dear Folks:
>>>
>>>This latest tragedy on Tri-Rail took place on Nov 14, 2014.  I've enclosed several more incidents, however,
 there is a long list of tragedies for Tri-Rail for you to look up.
>>>
>>>Now imagine 50 Tri-Rail trains a day from Miami to Palm Beach, on the existing tracks and these trains going
 37pmh and then consider "All Aboard Florida" and their 32 Siemens Nazi trains over 360 crossings between Miami
 and Orlando supposedly going 110 mph, besides several dozens more freight trains.
>>>
>>>Overpasses and Underpasses aren't being considered as too expensive for AAF.  The bodycount doesn't matter
 to them either. Hell, what is a life worth?
>>>
>>>Why should the sleazy and greedy politicians care either?
>>>
>>>Another issue to consider are those who use the trains to commit suicide as their way out and its impact on the
 rest of us besides their own families or personal reasons.
>>>
>>>Yours in Shalom,
>>>Bob Kunst

mailto:rakonda.gray.ctr@dot.gov
mailto:FRAPA@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:defendjerusalem@mindspring.com


>>>Pres., Shalom International
>>>305-864-5110
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>
>>>---------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>---------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>---------------- Driver killed when Tri-Rail train hits car in Fort
>>>Lauderdale Passengers say driver tried to beat train across tracks
>>>Author: Peter Burke, Managing Editor, pburke@local10.com Jenise
>>>Fernandez, Reporter, jfernandez@local10.com
>>>Published On: Nov 14 2014 07:55:48 AM EST   Updated On: Nov 15 2014 12:54:21 AM EST
>>>
>>>    Print
>>>
>>>Tri-Rail passengers say driver tried to beat train before crash Show
>>>Transcript FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. -
>>>
>>>A driver is dead after a car was struck by a Tri-Rail train in Fort Lauderdale.
>>>
>>>Police said the train was traveling about 35 mph when it collided with a car on the tracks early Friday morning
 at Cypress Creek Road.
>>>
>>>The man who was driving the car was pronounced dead at the scene.
>>>Quick Clicks
>>>
>>>    Millsap, Horford push Hawks past Heat
>>>    Car crashes into Miami Lakes day care
>>>    Estimated 12,500 pounds of food donated
>>>    3 men arrested in Coral Gables burglaries
>>>    Dwyane Wade sidelined by strained hamstring
>>>
>>>Police said the train has an exterior camera.
>>>
>>>"Hopefully that footage has a great image of what happened," Detective Deanna Greenlaw said.
>>>
>>>Passengers on the train told Local 10 News they saw the car try to beat the train across the tracks.
>>>
>>>"The bars were down. The train was still in motion," passenger Che Charlot said. "We were slowing down to
 pull into the station here at Cypress Creek and (suddenly we saw) the car flipping over."
>>>
>>>About 100 passengers were on board at the time, many of them on their way to work or school. They waited on
 the train for about an hour after the crash.
>>>
>>>"We didn't feel anything, didn't feel any kind of bump or anything like that," passenger Alexandria Day said.
>>>
>>>[Driver killed in tri-rail crash in Fort Lauderdale ]
>>>
>>>No one on board was injured.
>>>
>>>North and southbound Tri-Rail service between the Fort Lauderdale and Pompano Beach stations was shut
 down for several hours during the police investigation. Shuttle buses were being used to connect passengers
 traveling in either direction.
>>>
>>>A small crowd gathered around as the body of the driver was removed from the car.
>>>



>>>"One bad decision can end it for you," passenger Shawn Rogowski said.
>>>
>>>The name of the driver hasn't been released
>>>---------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>---------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>---------------------
>>>
>>>>
>>>>Tri-Rail train hits tractor trailer in Pompano Beach It was second
>>>>collision of the day
>>>>
>>>>    A Tri-Rail train and a tractor trailer collide at a crossing in
>>>> Pompano Beach
>>>>
>>>>A Tri-Rail train and a tractor trailer collide at a crossing in
>>>>Pompano Beach (Pompano Beach Fire Rescue,…) February 28, 2014|By
>>>>Wayne K. Roustan, Sun Sentinel
>>>>
>>>>The Friday afternoon commute was disrupted on the roads and on the rails when a Tri-Rail train clipped a
 tractor trailer in Pompano Beach.
>>>>
>>>>It was the second Tri-Rail collision of the day.
>>>>
>>>>About 200 Tri-Rail passengers were stuck on the tracks until buses could shuttle them to the next stop. Traffic
 was detoured around the wrecked trailer that came to rest on the median in the 1600 block of West Atlantic
 Boulevard just west of Interstate 95, spokeswoman Bonnie Arnold said.
>>>
>>>---------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>---------------------------------------------------------------------
>>>------------------
>>>>Facebook Twitter Google Plus Reddit E-mail Print Pedestrian struck
>>>>and killed by Tri-Rail train
>>>>
>>>>By Carli Teproff
>>>>
>>>>08/03/2014 4:16 PM
>>>>
>>>>08/03/2014 5:28 PM
>>>>
>>>>  
>>>>  
>>>>
>>>>Tri-Rail commuters faced long delays Sunday morning after a northbound train struck and killed a man on the
 tracks, according to police.
>>>>
>>>>The incident happened at about 7 a.m. just north of the Golden Glades station near Ives Dairy Road. By 11:30
 a.m. train traffic resumed, though with some delays, Tri-Rail spokeswoman Bonnie Arnold said.
>>>>
>>>>Arnold said the train was taken out of service after the accident, which is normal procedure.
>>>>
>>>>After the incident, the Tri-Rail train remained on the tracks for hours as investigators searched for clues. The
 body was covered with a yellow tarp.
>>>>
>>>>A Miami-Dade police spokesman said “it’s too soon” to determine whether the case is a suicide.
>>>>
>>>>Commuters were bused between the Fort Lauderdale Airport and Golden Glades stations. Amtrak service also
 was affected.



>>>>
>>>>At the Hollywood station, dozens of people, many with luggage, waited for the trains to get back on track.
>>>>
>>>>Elbin Alomar arrived at about 8:30 a.m. Sunday to head home to Sebring. At 10 a.m. he was still waiting.
>>>>
>>>>“No one has really given us any information,” he said. “I just want to go already. Of all days, it had to happen
 today.”
>>>>
>>>>Read more here:
>>>>http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article19
>>>>78290.html#storylink=cpy
>>>
>

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article19


From: john.winkle@dot.gov
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: FW:
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 1:37:52 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Norma Kelley [mailto:nkelley34@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, December 02, 2014 1:15 PM
To: Winkle, John (FRA)
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject:

This will ruin the small town apeal of Stuart, vero beach, ft. Pierce, Jupiter and add no benefits. Hospitals will be cut
 off by trains 32 times a day,at least! 

mailto:john.winkle@dot.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
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From: Joseph Leinbach
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: AAF COMMENTS SUPPLEMENT
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:14:26 AM

This is a supplement to the comments I sent to you Nov. 30, 2014. 

I understand that the Central Florida Expressway Authority signed a lease with AAF to allow
 AAF to run high speed passenger service alongside the Beachline Expressway .  However
 several parcels of land that are necessary for rail tracks are not owned by the authority.  Since
 negotiations are underway for alternatives, the EIS WAS INCOMPLETE on a major part of
 the proposal.  Obviously if the railway connection from Cocoa to Orlando is not complete, it
 would be impossible to run AAF service.  An amendment to the DEIS is necessary with a 90
 day review period for comment.  

Passenger service is currently available twice a day from Orlando to Miami in both directions.
  I understand that there in not high usage of the current service.  Bus service is also available
 at $35 per trip.  If the FRA thinks that there is demand for more passenger service on this
 route,  expansion and improvement of the existing services is the better option.  The route is
 shorter and the cost would be far less than the $2.3 billion that AAF has proposed. The DEIS
 did not properly consider this alternative.  

Thank you.  

Joseph Leinbach 

Sent from my iPad
Joe

Begin forwarded message:

From: Joseph Leinbach <joeleinbach5@gmail.com>
Date: November 30, 2014 at 12:13:01 PM EST
To: John Winkle <AAF_COMMENTS@vhb.com>
Subject: AAF COMMENTS

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration 
Washington , D.C. 
I am a homeowner in Stuart for over 17 years and a boat owner for most of those
 years.  I have nothing against passenger trains, and for 40 years commuted on the
 LIRR, Jersey Central RR and NYC subways.  High speed passenger rail can be a
 very worthwhile venture in some areas.  Miami to Orlando using FEC tracks is
 not a viable plan.  AAF plans are a complete fiasco.  The EIS is a sham, done by
 consultants and paid for by AAF.  The 522 pages are filled with half truths,
 inaccurate statements and lacks transparency.  The economic effect on Stuart and
 most Treasure Coast communities would be disastrous to their way of life and
 future growth.  
Listen to the voting public. Over 38,000 people have signed a petition against

mailto:JKL4@comcast.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
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 AAF,  requesting that any high speed rail to Orlando be placed WEST OF THE
 LAKE.  More than 30 county and municipal governments have passed
 resolutions opposing AAF and sent them to the FRA.  There have been several
 rallies against AAF.  
I realize that the FRA IS PROMOTING AAF, as there has been no serious
 consideration of other routes other than FEC.  After three years of planning by
 Fortress Investment Group, the public is excluded from reviewing basic
 information such as fares, financial projections, construction details and ability to
 pay back a $1.8 billion loan .  It probably is ALL ABOUT FREIGHT and a way
 to develop real estate for Fortress Investment Group. Like the the Treasure Coast
 governments of Martin, St. Lucie and Indian River Counties and Vero Beach and
 Stuart I am requesting an amended DIES to CORRECT FACTUAL ERRORS
 and provide FULL CONSTRUCTION PLANS for all track as well as GRADE
 CROSSINGS. 
The train bridge over the St. Lucie River takes about 20 minutes to open and close
 and there are no plans to change this single track.  Under Coast Guard rules
 maritime traffic has priority over rail crossings.  AAF has not shown how they
 can meet a three hour schedule from Miami to Orlando 32 times a day and handle
 freight trains on that SINGLE track section.  
There are over 300 grade crossings along the proposed route.  110 MPH trains are
 a serious safety issue in all the communities.  In addition Fire, Police and
 Ambulances will be delayed at many crossings, putting human life at risk.  In the
 NE corridor there are tunnels or overpasses at almost all crossings for safety.  
Finally, AAF has stated that it is a private business and is seeking private
 financing.  However it has not withdrawn its application to receive$1.8 billion
 from the Federal government.  It is clearly a HIGH RISK investment, as the
 recent sale of junk bonds by AAF had a 12% interest rate.  
The FRA should NOT APPROVE the Draft EIS and either (1) cancel the absurd
 project or (2) require an amended EIS be submitted followed by a 90 day period
 for public comments.  
Joseph Leinbach 
6940 SE Winged Foot Dr
Stuart FL 34997
772-283-8344
Sent from my iPad
Joe



From: Dee deWaal
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: AAF
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 3:03:26 PM

 I have again & again called Rick Scott's office, can't speak to anyone- tried to leave a
 voice mail- no go-tried over and over again to Email - no go. I want him to know I will
 not vote for him and will encourage everyone I can to do same unless he speaks up
 and says he will do everything he can to stop AAF..

mailto:dee1misty@comcast.net
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From: diann browning
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida - Time"s a Ticking
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2014 1:05:08 PM

Dear Neighbors:

As you may be aware, All Aboard Florida is planning to build new rails and provide
 passenger train service from Miami to Orlando which will involve passage of 32 trains a day.
 The new rails and Miami's plan to become a deep water port will most likely increase freight
 train passage. Costs for mitigating the noise, safety issues and the devaluation of our property
 have not been resolved in Vero Beach's favor.

Public Comment at Vero Beach will be at Indian River State College, Richardson Hall,
 6155 College Ave, Vero Beach (Behind Ruby Tuesday's and Home Depot on 58th Ave) on
 November 5, 2014 between 3:30 and 7 p.m.

The Federal Railroad Administration is committed to a robust public comment process.
 It is important that individuals voice their opinion on this railroad issue.

To mail letters: John Winkle, Federal Railroad Administration, 1200 New Jersey Ave.
 S.E., Room W38-31, Washington ,DC 20590

E-mail: aaf_comments@vhb.com (underscore between aaf and comments)
The Board passed a resolution several months ago. We will include this with this

 notification. Please take the time to send an e-mail or letter to the above addresses to voice
 your dissent.

Thanks,
Mary Ann Yankanich

RESOLUTION
Be It Resolved That the Vista Royale Board of Directors, representing a senior

 community of 1512 condos in Indian River County, bordering Route 1 and the current
 railroad tracks, is overwhelmingly against the All Aboard Florida proposal to add tracks
 allowing up to 32 passenger trains a day, travelling at high speeds, very close to our
 community. There are presently 3 railroad crossings (Oslo Road, 1st Street and 4th Street) that
 will be directly affected by the planned tracks and trains, limiting our access to emergency
 services, shopping and daily travel throughout Indian River County, as well as the safety
 issues associated with the additional trains.

Residents of Vista Royale are presently disturbed by the existing train noise
 throughout the day and night, and any additional trains and noise associated with them will
 only exacerbate this level of disturbance and severely limit our peaceful use of the many
 outdoor activities we currently enjoy. We are also concerned that Vista Royale’s properties
 will decline in value because of the diminished access to our community and the increased
 noise generated by the high speed trains.

We request you utilize all of your efforts to STOP THIS TRAIN PROJECT FROM
 GOING FORWARD.

mailto:larchwoodinnri@gmail.com
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From: ginnymitch@gmail.com on behalf of Ginny Mitchell
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida Comments
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:00:05 PM

A high speed train could be beneficial for Florida but only if the tracks
 are located away from their current locations.  

I strongly support moving the tracks to west of Highway 95 or even
 better along the Turnpike where there are already high speed access
 provisions and sound barrier walls.   

Our small town will be damaged by adding any more trains or more
 trains.  In fact we should be severely reducing the number of trains
 through our town or eliminating these trains altogether in favor of
 further west.  Further west the tracks would actually be a shorter
 distance between Miami and/or West Palm Beach and Orlando.  
 Additional and faster train traffic would result in dividing our town,
 serious safety concerns, profound noise pollution, the potential for
 dangerous spills and so forth, all of which will diminish our quality of
 life in Vero Beach.  

When I was a resident in Springfield MA I helped to work on a grant
 that transformed the old train tracks along the river through
 Springfield into a walking and bike path that has enhanced access to
 the river and subsequent high tax producing development with hotels,
 restaurants and even the Basketball Hall of Fame located along what
 used to be an unattractive industrial area that separated the city from
 the riverfront.  Bike and walking paths add natural beauty and quality
 of life to a community.  

Is there any hope that we can avoid the usurpation of value for our
 Treasure Coast community.  

Best regards,

Jeff and Ginny Mitchell                                                   

Call /Text:  Ginny 772-321-3355 (Indian River County)  Jeff  772-359-9335 (St Lucie County)          

mailto:ginnymitch@gmail.com
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From: Penelope PH Buzby
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida high speed trains
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 4:14:55 PM

Subject: All Aboard Florida high speed train

As a longtime resident of Vero Beach, I am curious to know if this question about
 this issue has ever been asked, "If you were building a new airport, where would
 you put it?"  I doubt that you would hear, "why not in the middle of the city, so
 it's easily accessible to all."  No, you would be told to build it out of town and if,
 later, people made a decision to build their homes next to it, their choice to build
 there would have been made with the foreknowledge of the noise and any other
 inconveniences which could occur in future.

The same logic should apply to where the tracks should be for this new rail
 system.The best suggestion is out near the 95 Highway, where there already is a
 corridor for traffic and space to build the new special tracks needed for these high
 speed trains. I have ridden various times on these Bullet trains and the thought of
 they're  hurtling along at very high speeds, in a densely populated corridor,
 presents a formula for disaster.

It seems to me that the only winners in this All Aboard Florida scenario are its
 stockholders and those who want to get from Miami to Orlando more quickly and
 less expensively than they can now on a plane or in a car...very few compared to
 those who object to this madness.

We have lived without one for a long time...do it right from the beginning...build
 out West.

Scott Buzby
Sent from my iPad

mailto:pphoughton@me.com
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From: verobob2@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:46:23 AM

From: "BOB" <verobob2@comcast.net>
To: "BOB" <verobob2@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:16:07 AM
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA

ATTN -Mr  John  Winkle,
                                       
As a long time resident of Vero Beach with an extensive background as a railroad
 engineer, I know the current route for "All Abroad Florida" will have a devasting effect
 on 10's of thousands of residents  who live along its proposed route.  The unintended
 consequences of this project are presently well defined, but seem to be ignored with
 the mantra being FULL SPEED AHEAD! 
 
This travesty against the people of the State of  Florida can be corrected by rerouting
 the project to the west of the Interstate and toll road thru central Florida.  I trust that a
 new track system with concrete sleepers will be required regardless of which route is
 selected.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Radwill
 
 
 
 
 
 
f
 
 
 

mailto:verobob2@comcast.net
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From: McCotter
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 11:33:14 PM

 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: McCotter <cotter5341@aol.com>
To: ""\"AAF comments\"" <"AAF comments""@vhb.com
Sent: Mon, Dec 1, 2014 11:08 pm
Subject: All Aboard Florida

John Winkle     FRA  1200 New Jersey  SE Room    Washington, DC    
 20590                                           
 
I am against All Aboard Florida for the following reasons:

The quantity and speed of the trains will be detrimental to the environment when
 traveling at speeds of 90 plus mph, thru State Parks where endangered wildlife
 live.   ie:  Jonathan Dickinson State Park,   Savannas Wildlife Preserve.

The quantity of trains will impede emergency vehicles transporting sick/injured people
 to local hospitals.  Emergency vehicles responding to 911 calls,  ie: fires,  sick people
 with an emergency condition, responce time will be negatively impacted.   Police
 responding to 911 calls will be unable to assist in a timely manner.   ie:  domestic
 violence,  assaults, robbery, etc. 

Safety issues in regards to traffic ---- Hobe Sound,  Fla  approx  5500 hundred people
 reside east of the FEC tracks,  their are no medical facilities,  police or emergency
 personnel located east of the FEC tracks. 

The vehicle traffic congestion at rail crossings will create accidents,  untold traffic
 jams  ----  totally unacceptable.

Property values will decline on the Rivers where FEC rail crossings exist  ie: 
 Loxatachee River,  St Lucie River.  The impact on boat traffic both commercial and
 recreational will be severely impacted.

The additional train noise will impact property values up and down the FEC tracks.

The report issued by All Aboard Florida is "fraudulent," omitting facts and the data is
 skewed.     At the approprate time, if requested,  I will be available to provide
 evidence supporting my claim.

Robert McCotter
9185 SE Delafield St
Hobe Sound, Florida    33455

 

mailto:cotter5341@aol.com
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From: arutkoske@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:23:10 PM

From: "Rutkoske, Anita" <arutkoske@comcast.net>
To: AAFcomments@vhb.com
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:14:20 PM
Subject: All Aboard Florida

Dear sirs,
 
 

I have some thoughts about having 32 passenger trains plus 20 additional freight
 trains passing through the East Coast Towns from Miami to Orlando.  These trains
 will be travelling at a high rate of speed through heavily populated areas and will put
 the public in jeopardy.  There will be major traffic delays as most people have to
 cross the "Tracks" in order to go about their business.  As each train causes a
 backlog of traffic there will be several traffic lights cycles before a car can negotiate
 the crossing.  Then another train will arrive to further add to the traffic congestion. 
 
Many of us have to cross the railroad tracks to go to the hospital or medical
 appointments.   In a life threatening situation a long wait at the railroad crossing may
 just be too long! 
 
If Amtrak passenger service is not meeting its budget how do you anticipate All
 Aboard Florida will be able to make its budget with 32 trains a day?  You are going to
 borrow money from the US Federal Government. If you are unable to cover your
 expenses how are you going to repay your loan.  Ultimately the taxpayer will again
 be on the hook.  If you want additional tracks for your freight line don't to tell us you
 need a passenger line only to hide the reason for the additional tracks.  We feel
 used!
 
The personal who were present at your meetings were "professional front men". 
 They did not even live in the affected area.  How about Maryland!!  You are trying to
 sell us a bill of goods that we do not want or need.
 
A concerned citizen,
Anita Rutkoske

mailto:arutkoske@comcast.net
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From: Rutkoske
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 7:28:18 PM

Dear sirs,
 
 

I have some thoughts about having 32 passenger trains plus 20 additional freight
 trains passing through the East Coast Towns from Miami to Orlando.  These trains
 will be travelling at a high rate of speed through heavily populated areas and will put
 the public in jeopardy.  There will be major traffic delays as most people have to
 cross the "Tracks" in order to go about their business.  As each train causes a
 backlog of traffic there will be several traffic lights cycles before a car can negotiate
 the crossing.  Then another train will arrive to further add to the traffic congestion. 
 
Many of us have to cross the railroad tracks to go to the hospital or medical
 appointments.   In a life threatening situation a long wait at the railroad crossing may
 just be too long! 
 
If Amtrak passenger service is not meeting its budget how do you anticipate All
 Aboard Florida will be able to make its budget with 32 trains a day?  You are going to
 borrow money from the US Federal Government. If you are unable to cover your
 expenses how are you going to repay your loan.  Ultimately the taxpayer will again
 be on the hook.  If you want additional tracks for your freight line don't to tell us you
 need a passenger line only to hide the reason for the additional tracks.  We feel
 used!
 
The personal who were present at your meetings were "professional front men". 
 They did not even live in the affected area.  How about Maryland!!  You are trying to
 sell us a bill of goods that we do not want or need.
 
A concerned citizen,
Anita Rutkoske
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From: Lin Childress
To: Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil; David.Keys@noaa.gov; john.winkle@dot.gov; 

Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov; GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com; BillNelson@senate.gov; 
Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com; CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov

Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 8:41:41 PM

I agree exactly with the words expressed in Howard Snoweiss' e-mail, and urge you all to 
consider the drastic consequences that will result for the residents of the Treasure Coast from 
blocking all traffic circles, backing up traffic for miles, preventing boat traffic from going 
through the St. Lucie River because of the railroad bridge being up, noise in the adjacent 
suburbs, from the wealthiest tax payers to the poor tax payers.  This would change the face of 
the Treasure Coast forever, ruin property values, dramatically reduce the quality of life of all 
residents, all for the greed of the owners of the railroad and all who support All Aboard 
Florida.  
Begin forwarded message:

From: Howard Snoweiss <hsnoweiss@me.com>
Subject: All Aboard Florida
Date: December 2, 2014 6:21:19 PM EST
To: Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil, David.Keys@noaa.gov, 
john.winkle@dot.gov, Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov, 
Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov, GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com, 
BillNelson@senate.gov, Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com, 
CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov

Gentlemen,

This project is being build and operated in the wrong place.  Tracks should be 
either built west along the Florida 
Turnpike or using existing tracks further west.  AFF is looking for the least 
expensive way to implement their project
which will cause great damage to the communities in their path.  Both automobile
 and boat traffic will be totally disrupted
from Miami through the Treasure Coast.  Do the residents from Miami to West 
Palm Beach not realize what it will do
and the delays congestion it will cause to their traffic patterns? We believe this 
project is all about freight, as no passenger
rail service in the United States is profitable.  Just another reason for the Railroad 
Comission to move it west!

Sincerely,
Howard Snoweiss

Howard Snoweiss
2920 S.E. Dune Drive  #130
Stuart Fl. 34996
772 334-7013
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From: President Point of Delray
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 10:06:47 AM

Hello 

We have made several attempts to contact All Aboard Florida and have not had anyone
 contact us.
Please find the time to help our community during this time while you create such a hardship
 against us.
Please read below the comments that our community have sent to All Aboard.
Thank you,
Tammy Tatum
561-376-8025

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: President Point of Delray <presidentpoint@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Nov 4, 2014 at 7:38 PM
Subject: All Aboard Florida
To: Michael.Lefevre@allaboardflorida.com

Hello Mr. Lefevre

I hope this email finds you well!
We are writing to you for our community "The Point at Delray"
We are a small community located next to the railroad that 
All Aboard will be placing the high speed train plus over 30 more trains.
We have approached several officials about this project and was given
your name as the contact.  Our community already has a high noise level
from the current trains as well as our buildings shake each time a train
goes by.  With the new project we will be devastated by the noise and 
on going trains all day long.  We are requesting that you come by our
property and see what can be done to help our community with the
noise issue.   We have done our homework and find that you could
help with placing sound proof windows in the buildings next to the track
and place a better sound barrier wall.   
We look forward to hearing from you and your help to protect our community
during the process of All Aboard Florida.

Regards,
Tammy Tatum
President of "The Point at Delray Association"

243 Canal Point Way
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From: President Point of Delray
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; Michael.Lefevre@allaboardflorida.com
Cc: hali
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 10:14:19 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: martin hali <mhali@lowdso.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 2, 2014 at 12:31 PM
Subject: All Aboard Florida
To: 'AAF_comments@vhb.com.'
Cc: President Point of Delray <presidentpoint@gmail.com>

To whom it may Concern:

 

I live in a condominium called the Point of Delray, which is right next to the train tracks at
 Dixie Highway and Lindell in Delray Beach.  My exact address is 500 canal Point South,
 Delray Beach FL 33444.  Our condominium has 54 units and will be greatly affected by the
 noise of the additional trains and delays at our crossing due to the number of additional
 trains.  There is no way this community will survive without at least a large wall separating us
 from the tracks and the installation of sound proof windows.  We have weathered the hardship
 of the economic downturn (just barely) and are now just beginning to become a self-sufficient
 condominium again and “All aboard Florida” will hurt us greatly. 

 

Martin H. Hali

Email Address: mhali@lowdso.com
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From: wheatley7911
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, December 4, 2014 10:06:49 AM

My original message failed. Sending again.

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® III mini, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: wheatley7911
Date:12/03/2014 9:25 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: aafcomments@vhb.com
Subject: All Aboard Florida

I own property on Hutchidon Island in Jensen Beach FL. I am totally against using the East
 Coast Corridor for the rail system. Iam 100 percent FOR the rail system along 95 or the
 turnpike. We would even use the rail system ourselves
If there was a stop along the way to get to Orlando for Disney.

Mr. & Mrs Wheatley

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® III mini, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone
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From: mario18june22@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Thursday, October 30, 2014 2:07:50 PM

Ladies & Gentlemen:
 

As a unit owner and resident of Vista Royale, which is directly effected by the
 increased in rail traffic, and will be subject to the full brunt of the noise pollution, and
 the separation from emergency services, located west of the RR tracks. Our
 Condominium Complex is located along the East side of US .1, Vero Beach, and the
 noise level with just the present rail traffic is enough to bear.  I and many of the 2200
 residents and voters in this community ask the commission reconsider the request
 from AAF, and denies all applications..We are in full support of our Board of Directors
 resolution.

.   Mario & June Laudano, 15 Vista Palm Lane, Vero Beach, FL.  32962.

RESOLUTION

 

Be It Resolved That the Vista Royale Board of Directors, representing a senior
 community of 1512 condos in Indian River County, bordering Route 1 and the current
 railroad tracks, is overwhelmingly against the All Aboard Florida proposal to add tracks
 allowing up to 32 passenger trains a day, travelling at high speeds, very close to our
 community.  There are presently 3 railroad crossings (Oslo Road, 1st Street and 4th Street) that
 will be directly affected by the planned tracks and trains, limiting our access to emergency
 services, shopping and daily travel throughout Indian River County, as well as the safety
 issues associated with the additional trains.

 

Residents of Vista Royale are presently disturbed by the existing train noise
 throughout the day and night, and any additional trains and noise associated with them will
 only exacerbate this level of disturbance and severely limit our peaceful use of the many
 outdoor activities we currently enjoy.  We are also concerned that Vista Royale’s properties
 will decline in value because of the diminished access to our community and the increased
 noise generated by the high speed trains.

 

We request you utilize all of your efforts to STOP THIS TRAIN PROJECT FROM
 GOING FORWARD.
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From: Bill Lane
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida, John Winkle
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:45:04 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bill Lane <billlane91@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Dec 1, 2014 at 9:42 AM
Subject: All Aboard Florida, John Winkle
To: AAFcomments@vhb.com

Dear Mr. Winkle,

I wish to state that I and my wife are strongly against the proposed All Aboard Florida high
 speed train service between Orlando and Miami. 

 We believe that the negative impact on smaller local communities where these trains will pass
 on a frequent daily basis is significant.  Particularly along the Treasure Coast where the tracks
 run through the centers of town, the danger to individuals not to mention the disruption to
 local traffic plus noise, dust, air pressure change, etc.. is significant.  My experience with high
 speed rail in Japan, France and Germany is that these lines tend to run through rural areas
 where local disruption is minimized.  There appears to be no interest on the part of All
 Aboard Florida to mitigate any of these issues, stating instead that that there are no problems. 
 That position, in and of itself, is a problem.

Please let me repeat that we are totally opposed to the All Aboard Florida high speed rail
 proposal in its present form and format.

Sincerely,

William W, and Pamela C. Lane

Vero Beach, FL
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From: Claire
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard Florida
Date: Sunday, October 26, 2014 2:48:08 PM

Subject: All Aboard Florida

To Whom It May Concern:
We live in the Bridgepointe community in Vero Beach, Fl.  It is a
 very small community with easy access to beach and the Railroad
 tracks!  The Railroad tracks are 2 Blocks away.  So we hear the the
 Freight trains go by daily and also through the night.  We have the
 train whistle blowing also.  If you have your  home windows open it
 is even louder.  
So now we are having to deal with more Noise from additional trains
 being used on these same Tracks!  The Quality Of Our Lives is very
 disturbing!  
We believe in progress but not at our expense!  
Please Do Not use the tracks in our neighborhood!  Move them West
 Of Vero Beach!  You have the resources to do this.  One Question:
  Would You Like This Train with additional Vibrations in your
 Backyard?  Just think of this last sentence and I would appreciate
 your responds.
Kind Regards,
Claire Romano
Bridgepointe, Vero Beach, Fl.  32967
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From: verobob2@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:17:41 AM

From: "BOB" <verobob2@comcast.net>
To: "BOB" <verobob2@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 11:16:07 AM
Subject: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA

ATTN -Mr  John  Winkle,
                                       
As a long time resident of Vero Beach with an extensive background as a railroad
 engineer, I know the current route for "All Abroad Florida" will have a devasting effect
 on 10's of thousands of residents  who live along its proposed route.  The unintended
 consequences of this project are presently well defined, but seem to be ignored with
 the mantra being FULL SPEED AHEAD! 
 
This travesty against the people of the State of  Florida can be corrected by rerouting
 the project to the west of the Interstate and toll road thru central Florida.  I trust that a
 new track system with concrete sleepers will be required regardless of which route is
 selected.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Radwill
 
 
 
 
 
 
f
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From: casey steil
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: all aboard florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 10:18:03 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: casey steil <caseysplace1@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 3, 2014 at 10:11 AM
Subject: all aboard florida
To: AAF_coments@vhb.com

Hi, Just wanted to let you know that I strongly appose all aboard florida!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  I live in a
 very nice waterfront community Vero Shores Subdivision in Vero Beach. This route would
 destroy my property value not to mention the noise pollution. Take the route that would put it
 near I95 and bypass the Treasure coast.

Thank You,
Casey Steil
1974 5th ct se
Vero Beach, Fl.32962
772-559-4021
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From: Carol Goldstein
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: ALL ABOARD FLORIDA--A DISASTER
Date: Saturday, November 1, 2014 11:31:44 AM

To: AAF_comments@vhbcom

All Aboard FLorida will be a disaster to thousands of people.  Up to 40 freight 
and passenger trains a day is a horrible scenario to envision.  We have to cross 
these tracks to go about our everyday activities such as school, hospitals, market, 
I-95 etc.  Professionals in the business will tell you that passenger trains have 
never been profitable.  And what a bad idea to have freight move along the same 
tracks as passenger trains.
The noise, pollution, safety considerations and terrible inconvenience will have a 
tremendous impact on thousands of people and ultimately, the value of our homes
  Can AAF have that much clout against the thousands of homeowners that will be
 affected?
There are alternate tracks in mostly unpopulated areas further west.  The impact in
 that area would be minimum to the population.  Amtrak already has passenger 
trains along these existing tracks running from Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, West Palm 
Beach through Tampa, Orlando and continuing on the north-south corridor.   Isn’t
 this sufficient?
I live in Palm Beach Gardens and would hope that my comments, along with the 
many other residents who are voicing their opinions against AAF will be taken 
seriously.
Carol Goldstein

mailto:princess@gilgoldstein.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: smcconnell1@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: All aboard
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 3:37:17 PM

From: "mcconnell, susan" <smcconnell1@comcast.net>
To: "aaf comments" <aaf_comments@vbh.com>
Sent: Monday, December 1, 2014 1:04:58 PM
Subject: All aboard

Please Please NO NO All Aboard. Totally against it. New York City doesn't have 32
 commuter trains from Connecticut. How many people are traveling from Miami and
 W Palm Beach to Orlando? Susan McConnell Vero Beach
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From: kathycoury@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; "and John.Winkle"@DOT.Gov.
Cc: Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com
Subject: Fwd: All Aboard
Date: Friday, November 14, 2014 9:50:17 AM

I am resending my comments below to make sure they land in the right hands
 
Thank you
Katherine Coury
 
-----Original Message-----
From: kathycoury <kathycoury@aol.com>
To: ents <ents@vhb.com>; John.Winkle <John.Winkle@DOT.Gov.>
Cc: Floridanotallaboard <Floridanotallaboard@gmail.com>
Sent: Fri, Nov 14, 2014 9:46 am
Subject: All Aboard

To Whom it may concern,
 
I am at a loss as to how this proposed project has even gotten this far.  They claim
 that they own the tracks and can do what they please.  Who owns the land under the
 tracks?  I also understand that there is a German group behind this so my question
 is.   What concern would they have about our quality of life here on the treasure
 coast?  Who is benefiting?  There are many thousands of  homes not far from the
 tracks and this project would certainly create a serious negative impact on the quality
 of life including but not limited to noise, pollution, danger and a reduction in value of
 these home.  Why would any of our representatives be for this?  Do they have a
 stake?  Vote no because this is a travesty and an insult to the many families who
 would be negatively impacted. 
 
Respectfully,
 
Katherine Coury
772-288-2589
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From: Debra Morse
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: Atten: Mr. John Winkle NO SUPPORT FOR All Aboard Florida
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 9:27:10 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Debra Morse <debramorse@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 3, 2014 at 9:18 PM
Subject: Atten: Mr. John Winkle NO SUPPORT FOR All Aboard Florida
To: AFF_comments@vhb.com

Dear Mr. Winkle,

Our family lives in Vero Beach, FL and we are vehemently against All Aboard Florida's plans
 for the train.

The proposal for the location of the train in our community is a travesty.  The current location
 is:

1. In a high traffic area for both cars and pedestrians, presenting an incredibly dangerous
 situation!

2. The proposed location divides 2 very populated residential areas.  The local hospitals in
 Vero Beach is accessed by residents on either side of the tracks. HOW DARE YOU make the
 hospital inaccessible, with additional trains and wait time, to emergency vehicles coming
 from either side of the tracks.  Those who don't make it to the hospital because of the wait
 will be because of YOU and your ridiculous, selfish plan.

3. About 10 years ago, a plan was proposed to run tracks along the FL turnpike.  That is
 without a doubt a much more logical place to run a high speed train without stops.  There is
 NO REASON that we can see, except money, for you to consider using the existing tracks
 which are running right through our beautiful town, especially since the train will not stop in
 Indian River County!  And please rest assured, we have NO INTEREST in using a train that
 stops in West Palm or even in our town.  We are happy to drive to Orlando, where we need
 our car, or to West Palm for airport service.  We might consider driving west to the
 highway/turnpike to pick up a train someday.

4. The residents of Vero Beach are 100% against this train running through our city in the
 proposed location.  I can't imagine anyone who would be for it in our community.  Move the
 train tracks AWAY from residential and commercial areas or you will be violating the
 commandment Thou Shalt Not Kill.

Sincerely,

Debra Morse

debramorse@gmail.com
772-202-7652
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From: Diana Bubello
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: Comments on All aboard Florida
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 10:12:16 AM

Regards,
Diana S. Bubello 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Robert Bubello <robert.bubello@gmail.com>
Date: November 28, 2014 at 4:59:08 PM EST
To: AAF_comments@vhb.com
Subject: Comments on All aboard Florida

I presently live on North Hutchinson Island in St Lucie county.

I have been following the progress on the attempt to bring high speed rail through the
 Treasure Cost.  I see this being proposed without adequate consideration for the residents
 of the treasure coast.  Across the country living adjacent to a busy rail service is not
 considered desirable. 

In our case, being next to the rails has not been a huge burden, but is still an inconvenience
 and more than a little dangerous with the large number of on grade crossings in fairly
 remote areas.  The level of increased traffic being proposed will increase the
 inconvenience to an unbearable level.  From a few trains spaced fairly widely during the
 day to a possible 32 passenger and a large increase in the number and length of freight
 trains, the danger will increase dramatically.  The on-grade crossings and the unprotected
 rail side in remote areas will be immensely dangerous to both travelers and to local people
 including children and domestic animals.  

Many of the areas in question have rails in very close proximity to houses and businesses. 
 The frequency of these trains and their inherent disruption to daily life will encourage
 people to take a chance at crossings which are not adequately protected.  The constant
 vibrations from all of these trains will cause damage to structures and to infra-structures in
 all areas.  The environmental damage to this very fragile area is not being addressed
 adequately.

The loss of local business hours due to the number and duration of gate closings will cost
 millions of dollars each and every year.  Many businesses in this area of the state are
 already surviving with very small profit margins.  The road traffic situation will result in
 delays at crossings of two to three times the actual length of time the crossing is closed. 
 Shutting down downtown areas and the resulting traffic congestion and delay will multiply
 the loss to business in almost the entire treasure coast corridor.  We cannot afford this; as
 the economy improves we must do what is necessary to make the treasure coast a more
 desirable place to live, both for young and old.

The information being provided by DEIS does not address the safety aspects and the
 environmental impact in a way that brings comfort to those who will be most heavily
 impacted.  The environmental impact has not been addressed to the satisfaction of anyone
 with any knowledge of the area.  The reality of the impending situation is being glossed
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 over by DEIS.  Our tolerance for trusting has been stretched way too far by our State and
 Federal government lately.  If DEIS cannot answer and address all of the questions before
 approval we must not let this go forward.

After all of the above, maybe we should consider the advantages to the Treasure Coast. 
 Oh, gee, there are none.  There is not even a hint of the possibility that it would make it
 easier for any of us to get to Mimi or Orlando, and that is for the very few who would want
 to go to Mimi.

AAF is an effort to provide a passenger rail service between two regions of Florida which
 will have a very limited number of travelers and with a zero chance of ever making any
 money.  There is not a single passenger service in the US [maybe the world] which is self
 supporting---why should we believe that there is any reason that we should reduce our
 quality of life and provide public monetary support for this endeavor?

Revise the plan toward the use of the existing rail lines to the west of our area and you will
 probably turn the tide of public opinion your way.
-- 
Best Regards,
Sent from my iPad, 
Diana

     Robert Bubello



From: Michelle Surgeont
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: Comments on the AAF Program
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 6:01:24 PM

I live opposite the Pearmans and fully agree with her comments about the detriment this train project would have on our quality of life and property values. I
 have been in Hobe Sound for 11yrs and moved here for the tranquility it offers. Please do what is necessary to protect those of us who live in these lovely areas
 and DON'T want them to become another Orlando!
Respectfully, 

Steve Surgeont
Michelle Surgeont

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: "CINDI PEARMAN" <pearmanhome@comcast.net>
Date: Oct 20, 2014 5:01 PM
Subject: Fwd: Comments on the AAF Program
To: <Michellesurgeont@gmail.com>
Cc: 

This is what I sent-- are you all going to the meeting on Oct. 30th in Start??
— Cindi

Begin forwarded message:

From: CINDI PEARMAN <pearmanhome@comcast.net>
Subject: Comments on the AAF Program
Date: October 19, 2014 11:45:17 AM EDT
To: AAF_comments@vhb.com

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE, Room W38-311
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Winkle,

We are strongly against the AAF Program as it will negatively impact us directly and our community. We currently live a half block away from
 the railroad tracks in Hobe Sound on Woodwind Street and experience noise and vibration (especially on our second floor) with the current train
 traffic. An additional 32 trains a day will significantly deteriorate our quality of life along with of those who live and work near the tracks in
 Martin County as well as destroy property values while providing no economic or quality of life benefit. 

Noise/vibration - The EIS report doesn't not properly show sound and vibration impact areas. The zones need to be greatly increased in size to
 get clearer picture of the true impact zone. Attached is a jpg. of our area with the red circle indicating our approximate property location. The
 EIS orange impact area for vibration would need to be increased 5 fold to reach our location which we currently experience vibration. For this
 reason we believe the EIS does not accurately reflect the true impact the AAF would have on Hobe Sound and the corridor as a whole. 

Geology -  The constant vibration from numerous trains running atop soil mainly composed of sand and water has the strong likelihood to
 cause liquefaction. To our knowledge, liquefaction has yet to be addressed yet should be as Florida soil is mainly sand and water
 and liquidation has deviating consequences to those who own property in the vibration zone.   

Traffic - The railroads interweave main roads in Martin County. An increase of 32 trains will negatively impact the flow of traffic increasing
 commute times and deter potential business impacting residents quality of life and visitor attraction. 

Taxes -  While the Martin County listed resolutions to mitigate railroad construction upgrades and future maintenance,  there is no mitigation set
 up to compensate Martin county residents for: the loss in property values and subsequently property taxes, and the loss in business and
 subsequently retail taxes, the retention of businesses, or the damages from liquefaction the AAF would cause. 

Based on the aforementioned, we firmly believe the implementation of the AAF would put Martin County in an unrecoverable downward spiral
 both economically and in quality of life for those who live and work in Martin County and therefore should NOT be allowed to move forward.

Sincerely,

David and Cindi Pearman
772-932-7512
8689 SE Woodwind St.
Hobe Sound, FL 33455

mailto:michellesurgeont@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:pearmanhome@comcast.net
mailto:Michellesurgeont@gmail.com
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mailto:AAF_comments@vhb.com
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From: Milesnog@aol.com
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: Comments re. All Aboard Florida Railroad
Date: Monday, December 1, 2014 9:21:21 PM

Please see e mail below.
 

 From: Milesnog@aol.com
To: AFF_comments@vhb.com
BCC: gerrynog@gmail.com
Sent: 12/1/2014 9:17:08 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
Subj: Comments re. All Aboard Florida Railroad
 
Thank you for taking comments on  the proposed All aboard Florida project. We are residents of
 Vero Beach on Florida's Treasure Coast. We have followed with interest the discussions about
 the All Aboard Florida Railroad proposal and have concluded that to proceed as currently
 planned would be bad for the Treasure Coast and result in numerous unfavorable
 consequences.
 
We strongly agree with the opinions, which  you have certainly heard many times, that the
 project in its currently proposed path, would dramatically reduce the quality of life, emergency
 safety, and property values in our part of Florida.
 
I have not seen analysis (costs, effect on communities, etc.) of what seems to me to be a
 realistic alternative location of the rail project, a route west of route 95 and /or along the Florida
 Turnpike. Why has such analysis not been presented or persued? (Widely or otherwise?).
 Building this route would also create jobs, just as the proposed route would, without the serious,
 unfortunate effects on the Treasure Coast.
 
Please reconsider the current plan and preserve Florida's Treasure Coast.
 
Sincerely,
 
Anthony M. Nogelo
 
5535 Camino Real Lane
Vero Beach, FL 32967
 
(772) 778-8651
 
 

mailto:Milesnog@aol.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment


From: Tom Hudon
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Cc: eve.samples@tcpalm.com; fran.schroeder@aol.com
Subject: Fwd: Country Club Cluster Homeowners Association Comments on the AAF DEIS
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 6:20:56 PM
Attachments: 17 November 2014 transmittal letter.pdf

CCC HOA Comments AAF DEIS 11_17_14.pdf

E-mail containing documents being sent by certified mail to Mr. Winkle at DOT FRA.

mailto:tom_hudon@verizon.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a684605513f34bf2926fb80a3c1f31a0-AAF_Comment
mailto:eve.samples@tcpalm.com
mailto:fran.schroeder@aol.com



        By Certified Mail and email 


        4900 SE Hanson Circle 


        Stuart, FL  34997 


 


November 17, 2014 


 


Mr. John Winkle 


Federal Railroad Administration 


1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE; Room W38-31 


Washington, DC 20590 


 


 Subject:  All Aboard Florida Draft Environment Impact Statement (DEIS) 


    and Section 4(f) Evaluation, Intercity Passenger Rail Project,  


    between Orlando and Miami, Florida, September 2014 


 


Dear Mr. Winkle: 


 


Country Club Cove, a community within the Miles Grant development off Cove Road, in Stuart, Florida is 


a community of fifty homes.  If the All Aboard Florida (“AAF”) project is allowed to proceed, this 


community will receive direct negative impacts from the proposed passenger rail project.  The proposed 


All Aboard Florida high speed rail is a major threat to the existing character and quality of life in our 


community. 


 


Our community is already experiencing noise and vibration impacts, and traffic delays crossing the 


existing single train track, from the existing Florida East Coast Railway freight train operations.  There is 


an assisted living facility, Salerno Bay Manor, located even closer to the railroad tracks than our 


community. 


 


Our review of the subject DEIS has found it to be severely deficient and flawed, as described in our 


enclosed comments.  The AAF DEIS must be revised to address point-by-point each of the itemized 


concerns expressed in our comments.  It is important that the additional data required to support the 


findings in the DEIS, as described in our comments, are collected in order to correctly evaluate the 


project impacts. 


 


The substantial revisions required to the DEIS cannot be met by attaching errata data sheets to the DEIS, 


but will require a rewriting of the DEIS, and a second round of public review. 
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1.  From the Scoping Report is clear the scoping for Phase II of the Proposed Project was 
inadequate.  The only scoping meeting held on the Treasure Coast, was held in Ft. Pierce, and 
was only attended by 75 people who likely only would have found out about it by reading the 
advertisement in the St. Lucie Journal.  


2. The Purpose of the Project as stated on page S-5 is “to offer a safe and efficient alternative to 
automobile travel on congested highway corridors, add transportation capacity within those 
corridors (particularly Interstate 95 [I-95]) and encourage connectivity with other modes of 
transportation such as light rail, commuter rail and air transportation.”  The FRA and FHWA 
need to understand that: 


a. I-95 and the Florida Turnpike (and in portions of St. Lucie and Martin Counties – Route 
1) are all a good distance  west of the proposed Phase II project and that most of the 
development is to the east – meaning the alternative being offered is to move 
commuter traffic from less developed areas east  into more heavily populated areas. 


b. Along the proposed Phase II corridor there are NO planned stations except at the final 
destination in Orlando, meaning that anyone along the Phase 2 corridor would have to 
drive to either Orlando or West Palm Beach to utilize the project, which would result in 
increased congestion on local Treasure Coast highway corridors, not decreased 
congestion as stated.  This additional traffic has not been accounted for in the EIS, and 
needs to be addressed. 


c. The lack of intermediate stations means there is no potential for connectivity with other 
modes of transportation such as light rail, commuter rail and air transportation at any 
location along the planned Phase 2 route expect at its terminus in Orlando which is 
developing a terminal to encourage connectivity with State funding.  


d. Based on a. through c. above the project does not meet its intended purpose along the 
planned Phase 2 project corridor. 


3. The second paragraph of the Section titled “Alternatives Considered in this EIS” on page S-5 
seems to have been written over a year ago as it discusses expected increased freight train trips 
using 2013 as a baseline.  This section needs to be updated to cite 2014 figures and projections 
for 2015 and beyond.  The section also states that a doubling of the number of expected freight 
trains along the line is expected within two years with no basis given for this projection.  The 
FRA and All Aboard Florida needs to provide the basis for this anticipated doubling especially in 
light of the statement in 5.1.2.2., in the first paragraph on page 5-8, No-Action Alternative, that 
“Freight train configurations would be expected to incorporate the anticipated annual cargo 
growth of approximately 3 percent through increases in train length and/or speed.”   


4. The analysis of alternatives is a joke.  The alternatives addressed are primarily concerned with 
the impact of alternatives on the economic profitability of the proposed project, and have 
nothing to do with the impact to the communities and environment of the proposed project.  
The entire basis of the DEIS alternative analysis is to ensure the economic viability (read 
profitability) of the project, not to study reasonable alternative to reduce environmental and 
societal impacts.  This is evidenced by the top four screening criteria (access to land; logistics; 
train signaling and control systems; and route length, time and schedule).  Any alternative that 
negatively impacted profitability, including any that delays construction, was summarily 
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dismissed from further consideration.  The analysis of alternative needs to be redone to 
rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives as required by the Council 
on Environmental Quality’s Regulations For Implementing The Procedural Provisions Of The 
National Environmental Policy Act.  Additionally, the analysis of alternative needs to be 
expanded to include reasonable alternatives not within the jurisdiction of the lead agency (FRA) 
such as improvements to I-95 or the Florida Turnpike to improve travel time along those 
highways, or the provision of high speed ferries along the inter-coastal waterway for the N-S 
route.  These alternatives were not even considered in the DEIS. 


5. Page 3-5 cites restrictions to land based on risks that could occur but have not been 
investigated.  For example, the first paragraph states, “Negotiating shared-use agreements 
presents the risk … that the controlling railroad would not agree to acceptable terms for a 
shared use environment.”  AAF should attempt to negotiate a shared-use agreement for tracks 
west of the proposed project before citing this as a risk and dismissing this alternative. 


6. Page S-5, last paragraph, states “Under the No-Action Alternative, existing freight operations 
and infrastructure would be maintained by FECR.  My understanding is that local communities 
are responsible for maintenance of installed safety features for existing operations, and are 
being asked to fund the maintenance of upgraded safety features.  The proposed project should 
be forced to absorb any increased maintenance costs instead of pushing them onto taxpayers of 
the counties along the N-S corridor who see no benefits from the proposed project. 


7. It is unclear why the North-South FEC Corridor can be designed to cause no adverse impact on 
freight operations within the North-South Corridor, and may have a beneficial impact on freight 
operations, but the same apparently is not true of the other North-South railroads.  It is also 
unclear why the word “may” translates to faster train times in the project analysis, 


8. AAF’s tier one analysis incorrectly identified the FECR Corridor Alternative as the only feasible 
route. 


9. The proposed passenger train operations would include 16 round-trip passenger trains per day, 
adding an additional 32 train trips per day (up to 38 according to Section 4.1.1 of the the posted 
3.3 C Grade Crossing Details report) to the projected 20 freight trains per day by 2016 (22 trains 
per day by 2019 according to page 5-8, or 28 freight trains per day according to Table 3.1 of the 
posted 3.3 C Grade Crossing Details report).  All of this increased train traffic will pass through 
small communities where there are multiple highway grade crossings.  AAF has not identified at 
what time of the day the regularly scheduled, hourly passenger service departures would impact 
the communities along the Treasure Coast, citing an average of 3 trains/hour. 


10. The All Aboard Florida Ridership and Revenue Study prepared by the Louis Berger Group seems 
to have treated the Orlando terminal as the final rider destination in Orlando and did not 
include the time and cost associated with obtaining the additional transportation required to get 
to the riders final destination.  The additional cost and time for transport from the Orlando 
terminal to estimated final destinations needs to be incorporated. 


11. The Transportation summary on page S-8 states that “The transportation analysis included 
Annual Average Daily Volume (AADT) obtained from FDOT for the two largest arterials, by 
volume, for each county through which the Project would pass.”  The counties through which 
the Project will pass are quite large and have dozens of highways and local roads traversed, and 
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impacted, by the railroad.  The posted 3.3 C Grade Crossing Details report states, “The Proposed 
Action along the North-South Corridor Alternative currently crosses 167 roadways over 5 
Counties from the West Palm Beach to Cocoa.”  The methodology for analyzing traffic impacts 
provided in Section 5.1.2.1 confirms that the AADT for only the two largest arterials have been 
included for each county.  Using only two roads per county (10 total, or 6% of the total number 
of crossings) provides an incorrect calculation of the total average daily volume being impacted 
by the proposed project.  The transportation study needs to be vastly expanded to study the 
impact on all major local roads with grade level crossings, not just the two largest in each 
county.  This will cause the calculation of traffic impacts to significantly increase, and accurately 
reflect the impacts of the proposed project. 


12. The fourth paragraph on page S-9 states, “Typical at-grade crossings (intersections of local roads 
with the FECR corridor) would be closed an average of 54 times per day (3 times per hour), with 
closure times ranging from 1.7 minutes (passenger) to 2.8 minutes (freight). The total hourly 
closure would range from 4.2 minutes per hour to 4.5 minutes per hour, an increase of 
approximately 2 minutes per hour in comparison to the No-Action Alternative.”  This is based on 
the information in Table 5.1.2-4; however, the basis of the information presented in this table is 
unclear.  For example: 


a.   The basis for the 30% increase in average freight train speeds in the No-Action 
Alternative over the four minute freight average currently being experienced (Page 4-
16, table 4.1.2-4)needs to be explained and supported.  Is this just a difference between 
software analysis and reality? 


b. Note 2 to the table states, “Maximum closure per hour calculated as the total time to 
activate and clear multiplied by the maximum crossings per hour, divided by 60.”  
Neither the time to active and clear nor the maximum crossings per hour are presented 
in this table, so the veracity of the maximum closure per hour is in doubt.  This is 
confirmed by Section 3.1 of the posted 3.3 C Grade Crossing Details report which states, 
“Three railroad crossing events are assumed to take place during the PM peak hour. 
Two freight crossing and two passenger train crossings were modeled.”  A simple 
calculation using the maximum closures per train type listed in Table 5.1.2 -4 results in a 
maximum closure per hour more than double that listed in this table. 


13. Section 5.1.2 states, “This evaluation considers impacts on all transportation modes and 
infrastructure, including automobile, motorbus, pedestrian, train, and aviation.”  The DEIS 
writers have totally failed to recognize that the maritime community uses the Okeechobee 
Waterway (http://www.offshoreblue.com/cruising/okeechobee.php) to transport goods and 
vessels across central Florida, and have not addressed the commercial impact of increased 
railroad bridge t across the St. Lucie River in Stuart on existing and future maritime traffic.  
Likewise, section 5.1.3 does not address this cross State marine traffic. 


14. The following statement that “There would be no significant impact to transportation as a result 
of the Project.”  Is simply not true.  The statement following that in paragraph 5.1.2 confirms 
that the writers of the DEIS are more concerned with impacts on train operations than on local 
auto, pedestrian, and marine vessel traffic. 



http://www.offshoreblue.com/cruising/okeechobee.php
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15. The last paragraph on the No-Action Alternative on page 5-8 states, “The No-Action Alternative 
would not have a significant impact on local vehicular traffic. Based on data provided in Table 
5.1.2-3, the projected annual increase in freight operations would increase local roadway 
crossing closure times. Table 5.1.2-3 shows the at-grade closure times for the No-Action 
Alternative (freight), based on 22 trains per day (2019 conditions). Closure times would range 
from an average of 2.5 to 2.8 minutes per hour, with the longest closures occurring in Martin 
County. This is an increase from the existing average of 1.2 minutes per hour (see Table 4.1.2-4), 
but would not have a significant impact on traffic.”  A quick review of Table 5.1.2-3 on Page 5-9 
indicates that it does not show at-grade closure times for the N-Action Alternative as stated. 
Also, a review of Table 4.1.2-4 seems to show existing average crossing closures of 2.3 to 4.0 
minutes per hour.  This section of the DEIS needs to be corrected so that the discussion matches 
the data in the referenced tables so that the impacts can be clearly understood.   It is hard to 
believe that the proposed increases in freight trains by themselves will not have a significant 
impact on local vehicular traffic., let alone the cumulative effect of both freight and passenger 
trains.  Also the longest closures occurring in Martin County need to be provided as these 
directly impact our community. 


16. Table 5.1.2-3 shows Passenger Diversion from Other Modes of Transportation and includes a 
figure of 10% for air citing as its source the Louis Berger Group. 2013. All Aboard Florida 
Ridership and Revenue Study: Summary Report. September 2013.However, that report does not 
support the 10% diversion figure (it does use 10% of FAA ticket revenue but does state the 
reason why that was selected for calculating revenue and in fact states on Page 15 that “when 
eliminating the connecting passengers, the annual number of air passengers is limited.”  Given 
that connecting passengers are unlikely to switch to a slower transportation mode requiring a 
transfer outside of the terminal, with separate ticketing,  the 10% ridership diversion is highly 
questionable and can not be supported, placing the economic viability of the project in doubt. 


17. The posted 3.3 C Grade Crossing Details report, Section 4.1.1.3 Construction Impacts, only 
discusses impact to freight rail and does not discuss impacts to auto traffic using the crossings.  
These need to be addressed. 


18. The 3.3 C Grade Crossing Details report totally failed to account for impacts on emergency 
vehicular traffic that must cross the railroad tracks to deliver services to / from hospitals and 
police stations located across the tracks from the neighborhoods they serve. 


19. The first paragraph on page 5-8 states, “Average delays for both the No-Action Alternative and 
the Project alternatives at several of these intersections are much lower than the gate closure 
times predicted for passenger and freight trains.”  That sentence makes no sense.  Traffic delays 
will begin before the gates begin to close and will last until after the gates raise.   The full impact 
of project traffic delays needs to be clearly described. 


20. Section 5.1.2.4 on Page 5-24 seems to only discuss the Temporary Construction-Period Impacts 
associated with Phase 1 of the proposed project.  The impacts along the N-S route along the 
Treasure Coast counties need to be addressed in the DEIS. 


21. Section 5.1.3 does not address the temporary construction-period impacts to navigation.  These 
were also not addressed in Section 5.1.2.4 and seem not to be addressed anywhere in the DEIS.  
They need to be addressed. 
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22. Section 5.1.3 states, “For commercial and recreational vessels, increased wait times and queue 
lengths anticipated under the No-Action Alternative would result in increased costs, which are 
estimated to be $76,285 annually at the St. Lucie River Bridge, $45,625 annually at the 
Loxahatchee River Bridge, and $136,145 annually at the New River Bridge (AMEC 2014a).”  The 
increased wait times and queue lengths anticipated under the other Alternatives have not been 
addressed and need to be. 


23. The last paragraph on Page 1 of Appendix 4.1.3-C, and Table ES-1, both contain the same 
statement for the No-Build Alterative, “No changes to the rail infrastructure will occur within the 
FECR Corridor beyond those that are currently planned and funded, and no new rail 
construction within the East-West Corridor.”  By specifically stating no new rail construction 
within the East-West Corridor, it is implied that new rail construction is included in the currently 
planned and funded FERC Corridor.  This is the first place this occurs and needs to be explained 
since it is not mentioned in any of the other No-Build discussions. 


24. Table ES-1 in Appendix 4.1.3-c states rail infrastructure work at the St. Lucie River Bridge will not 
change the vertical clearance or footprint of the bridge that currently accommodates a single 
track over the entire span.  Elsewhere, the DEIS states the proposed project includes a mostly 
double track system, which would be used by both passenger and freight operations.  This 
comment relates to the unaddressed potential for road closures by freight trains stopped on 
either side of the bridge awaiting the ability to cross on the single track bridge across the river.  
Specifically, Section 2.5.2.3 of this Appendix suggests “The result would be that a second train, 
waiting for a train coming from the opposite direction to cross the bridge, would be staged 
closer to the bridge. This would reduce delays for trains that must currently slow or stop to yield 
to oncoming train traffic. The assumptions used in the model for trains encountering oncoming 
traffic are delays of 10 minutes for Existing Conditions (2013) and 5 minutes for the Proposed 
Action (2016).”  The downtown city of Stuart lies just to the south of this bridge and trains 
stopped for 5 to 10 minutes in this area have the potential to severely disrupt auto traffic flow 
at any of the 28 crossings in Martin County, and six in the City of Stuart.  This impact needs to be 
addressed in the DEIS. 


25. Table ES-3 in Appendix 4.1.3-c finds “Estimated Cost to Marine Industry as Percentage of 
Industry (percent) = 0.0167” for the St. Lucie Bridge.   It is not clear how the Marine Industry was 
defined to come up with this estimated cost. 


26. Section ES.5 of Appendix 4.1.2-c describes “Mitigation options being considered…”  These 
mitigation measures need to be more than considered, they need to be required as a condition 
of proceeding with any alternative, including the No-Build alternative, since even that has an 
impact on marine navigation.  However, it is not clear how AAF thinks the proposed mitigation 
measures will decrease wait times by 1.8 minutes less than the No-Build alternative.  This needs 
to be explained. 


27. Table ES-3 Table ES-3 in Appendix 4.1.3-c lists “Combined Effect* Freight+Passenger  Average 
Wait for Vessels Waiting (minutes) = 8.1 minutes.” for the St. Lucie Bridge.  This time does not 
seem to include the time for the bridge to lower and raise, as explained in the second paragraph 
of 1.3.1 of this Appendix.  Section 2.4.3 states, “The bridge must be completely closed 
approximately 5 minutes in advance so that trains approaching the area receive a proceed 
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indication via the signal system.” And Section 2.5.3.1 states, “Under Existing Conditions, the 
closure time prior to the train arrival is approximately 12 minutes.  With the Proposed Action 
and associated improvements in rail infrastructure, closure times prior to the train’s arrival are 
expected to be reduced to approximately 7 minutes.”  Based on these statements alone the 
times listed in Table ES-3 appear to be misleading.  These, and the times listed in the body of the 
DEIS need to be correctly presented to accurately reflect wait times likely to be encountered. 


28. Section 2.3.2 of Appendix 4.1.3-c indicates that the only source of data for the St. Lucie River is 
two to three weeks of video from the FEC bridge.  AAF needs to conduct a proper vessel traffic 
survey encompassing at least one-year of data for this location in order to properly account for 
the impact of increased bridge closings on the maritime industry using this river. 


29. Section 2.4.1 of Appendix 4.1.3-c indicates the source of data for the New River Bridge is based 
on only five days of video data.  Again, AAF needs to conduct a proper vessel traffic survey 
encompassing at least one-year of data for this location in order to properly account for the 
impact of increased bridge closings on the maritime industry using this river. 


30. In several places it states that the St. Lucie River Bridge would be rehabilitated as part of the 
Project.  Nowhere does it state what the rehabilitation entails and what impact if any the 
rehabilitation will have on marine traffic and on train safety. 


31. The last paragraph on page 5-21 states “Based on the current proposed operational plan 
provided by AAF, with the Project, the St. Lucie River Bridge would be closed 42 times per day, 
with an average time of 15 minutes per closure. The average of total weekday closure time 
would be 588 minutes (9.8 hours) per day under Project conditions, an increase of 190.6 
minutes (3.2 hours) over the No-Action Alternative.”  The weekend closures increase by 4 hours 
per day.  How is this not a significant impact?  How can the report claim no impact to industry 
when it is clear boat owners will have an incentive to move their boats east of the bridge, which 
will likely result in increased rates for berthing to the east?  These cascading impacts need to be 
addressed by the DEIS. 


32. The ability and safety of the St. Lucie bridge to take the increased freight as well as passenger 
train traffic, and increased openings and closings, has not been addressed in the DEIS and needs 
to be.  


33. Section 5.2.2.2 states that installing stationary wayside horns at each of the 159 grade crossings 
where severe, unmitigated impacts would occur using locomotive-mounted horns would 
eliminate all severe noise impacts for residential and institutional receptors along the N-S 
Corridor.  No data to support this statement is provided.  Residential communities are very close 
to the railroad which parallels Route A1A through Martin County.  Data showing the impact of 
stationary wayside horns on existing residences and commercial buildings needs to be provided. 


34. The top paragraph on Page 5-46 states, “AAF is also working with local communities that would 
like to create quiet zones as an alternate noise abatement measure to wayside horns.”  As a 
condition of proceeding with the proposed project, the FRA should require AAF to finance the 
establishment and maintenance of quiet zones requested by local communities along the NS 
route. 
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35. The calculated dB levels listed in Tables 5.2.2-9 and 5.2.2-10 summarizing the noise analysis 
results for residential receptors along the N-S Corridor are unrealistically low as evidenced by 
the two examples below.  


a. November 24 the noise level was measured using a handheld meter on the sidewalk 
across A1A (estimated 130-ft) from the railroad in Port Salerno and the meter recorded 
peak measurements of 99dB when a freight train passed by.  This volume was just from 
the wheels on the track, and car to car connections (mainline), and did not include the 
louder horn at the nearby at-grade intersection which was blown prior to my 
measurements.   


b. At 9:30 PM on November 26 the noise level was measured using a handlheld meter 
outside a house in the Country Club Cove development on Hanson Circle in Stuart, 
approximately 1500 feet from the railroad.  The meter recorded a peak of 71dB from 
wheel and car to car noise before the horn blew which increased the peak noise level to 
79dB. 


Based on the unrealistically low projections included in the DEIS, the statement that “no 
receptors along the N-S Corridor would experience noise levels that exceed impact criteria.” is 
not likely to be true.  FEC needs to acquire several days of noise level measurements near all 
residential neighborhoods along the NS route and base their noise analysis on these 
measurements instead of on unrealistically low calculations. 


36. The same Table 5.2.2-10 lists a noise level change of -8.1 for Martin County.  It is unclear why a 
higher reduction is projected for this area.  This needs to be explained or corrected. 


37. Following Table 5.2.2-10, the report states,  “Adding passenger trains on the WPB-M Corridor 
(with the use of wayside horns to reduce noise at grade crossings) would have moderate 
adverse impacts to 199 residential and six institutional receptors, and severe noise impacts to 
four residential receptors.”  No similar estimates of impacts to residential and institutional 
receptors has been provided along the proposed Phase II N-S route.  These estimates need to be 
provided in a revised DEIS. 


38. The areas of moderate noise impact, as defined in Table 5.2.2-1, are underestimated in 
Appendix 5.2.2-A3.  Houses in our community are located approximately 1500-ft from the 
railroad shown in Figure 5-7 in an area identified as no-impact, yet currently experience 
moderate noise and vibration impacts from train noise and horns from existing freight 
operations.  Also see comment number 35 above.  The noise impact zones in this Appendix need 
to be corrected to accurately reflect moderate and sever noise impacts along the NS route. 


39. Table 5.2.2-11 shows no noise impacts for the NS route in any category.  Really?  Given the 
proximity of the railroad to the Lyric Theater rand other businesses in Stuart, and to houses 
bordering the railroad, this can’t be correct.  Noise impacts are not limited to horn noises.  This 
table needs to be corrected to accurately reflect projected impacts considering all noise 
generated by train operations. 


40. Section 5.4.3 states, “The Project would not reduce municipal property tax revenues along the 
MCO Segment or N-S Corridor.”  No data is provided to support this statement.  AAB should 
obtain data from local real estate agents to support this statement, if true. 
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41. Section 5.4.3 states, “The Project would have beneficial regional economic impacts from 
increased economic activity, tax revenues, construction jobs, and associated spending.”  None of 
these apply to the Treasure Coast where the project is expected to have no beneficial impacts, 
and only negative impacts.  


42. Table 5.4.3-2 Summary of Economic Benefits of TOD Construction and Operations, on page 5-
130 lists potential economic benefits of the project.  There is no corresponding summary of 
negative economic impacts, including the reduction in business at restaurants and stores 
bordering the railroad that can be expected due to the increased railroad traffic and reduction 
in parking that will occur in Stuart for example.  A summary of the potential negative impacts 
needs to be addressed in the DEIS. 


43. The last paragraph on page 5-132 states, “The Project would not appreciably affect public 
health, safety, and security in the rail corridor.”  This is a false statement.  In Martin County, 
there are locations where the nearest hospital, police and other and other emergency 
responders are going to be on the other side of the railroad tracks.  The DEIS needs to take 
these impacts into consideration. 


44. The last sentence of the Public Safety section on page 5-133 states, “However, the delays are 
also expected to be minimal, as the passenger trains should clear a typical crossing in less than a 
minute.”   Statements like this are misleading by a factor of four as noted in comment 15 above 
and need to be corrected in the DEIS. 


45. The paragraph on at-grade crossing on page 5-133 states, As is described in Chapter 3, 
Alternatives, the E-W Corridor would be entirely grade separated at roadways. Existing roads 
would either be crossed using bridges or would be closed, eliminating any potential safety 
concerns. As part of the Project, existing crossings along the N-S Corridor would be upgraded in 
accordance with applicable laws regarding safety requirements,…”  The N-S corridor deserves 
the same level of safety as the E-W corridor, and AAF should be required to pay for grade 
separation of the major crossings. 


46. The Section titled Barriers to the Elderly and Handicapped on Page 5-135 summarizes “The 
Project would benefit elderly and handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option 
that will enhance mobility and livability in their communities.  This is only true for Phase 1 of the 
Proposed Project since there are no stations between WPB and MCO.  This section has failed to 
address impediments to the elderly and handicapped that will be created by the additional 
trains, their impact on the numerous crossings and nearby traffic circles where traffic will be 
backed up during crossing closure, and the removal of downtown parking in the City of Stuart.  
These also need to be addressed in the DEIS.  We note that Martin County has the highest 
percentage, at 28.92%, of elderly listed in Table 4.4.4-5 - Elderly/Senior Population Identified in 
Census Tracts within 1,000 feet of the Project Alignment. 


47. The last paragraph of Section 5.4.5.1 titled Potential Future Projects Not Considered in this 
Analysis notes that “Several transportation projects within the Project Study Area have been 
proposed or are currently in preliminary planning stages. The Tri-Rail Coastal Link Study is being 
undertaken by FDOT, and is evaluating the use of the FECR Corridor for the Tri-Rail service, 
which currently operates on the CSX-controlled railroad right-of-way west of the FECR Corridor 
(FDOT 2014). The NEPA process for that study is anticipated to begin in 2014.”  This potential 
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future project needs to be considered especially if it would provide rail service to the 
communities along the Treasure Coast which are not being provided by the proposed project. 
Given the number and severity of the impacts of the proposed project, and it may be prudent to 
await the results of the pending NEPA process for the Tri-Rail service before proceeding with 
loan consideration or approval of this proposed AAF project. 


48. The last paragraph of Section 5.4.5.1 titled Potential Future Projects Not Considered in this 
Analysis, does not address the impact of the upgrading of several ports along the east coast to 
accept larger containerships passing through the upgraded Panama Canal.  Since it is cheaper 
and more efficient to move freight by sea than be rail, this might impact the freight train 
projections used by AAf for the proposed project. 


49. Table 7.2-2 includes the mitigation measure, “Implement or fund grade crossing safety 
enhancements identified in the Diagnostic Team Report (see Section 5.4.4.2)”.  The word “or” 
needs to be changed to “and” to ensure AAF is responsible for all funding associated with the 
operation and maintenance of at-grade crossings.  This is not an insignificant issue as AAF has 
publically stated that communities should be responsible for maintenance of any upgraded 
systems they install, thus partially shifting the costs of the proposed project onto local 
communities. 


50. Table 7.2-2 also includes the mitigation measure “Maintain train wheels and rails to minimize 
vibration.”  Since there is no indication that this is being done for existing freight trains (see 
comment 35), there should be a mitigation measure added by the FRA for periodic inspection 
and tolerances which if exceeded would require train wheel replacement. 


51. The last sentence on Page 4-103 states, “Table 4.4.1-1 lists the total population, by county, in 
2000 and 2011 for each of the incorporated municipalities within the Project Study Area.”  It 
does not.  Martin County is not listed and neither is Stuart, the largest of four incorporated 
municipalities in Martin County.  The study seems to have not to have properly considered the 
impact of the four incorporated municipalities in Martin County.  The DEIS needs to be modified 
to accurately reflect the populations of these municipalities. 


52. Section 5.2.1.3, Air Quality Indirect and Secondary Impacts, states, “The areas surrounding the 
proposed Section 3.1 of the 2012 EA documented that there would be no indirect or secondary 
effects to air quality associated with Phase I of the Project.”  This DEIS has not addressed the 
indirect or secondary effects to air quality along the Phase 2 project route.  Specifically, the 
secondary impact of particulates on residences and other buildings bordering the railroad need 
to be addressed in the DEIS. 


53. In view of the above we the undersigned members of Country Club Cove Homeowners 
Association and Miles Grant recommend that the FRA find the No-Action the preferred 
alternative and not approve the loan for Phase II of the proposed AAF project.  Further we 
recommend U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) withhold approval for Phase II of the proposed AAF project.  A Finding 
of No-Significant Impact is unwarranted  for this project, and at a minimum we request that a 
new DEIS be prepared that properly addresses alternatives and accounts for the impacts along 
the NS route. 















From: el
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard
Date: Tuesday, December 2, 2014 5:30:18 PM

 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: elzer <elzer@gate.net>
To: elzer <elzer@gate.net>
Sent: Tue, Dec 2, 2014 4:45 pm
Subject: Deadline: Email Today or Tomorrow re Stop All Aboard

Gentlemen:  I wish to endorse the contents of the attached letter from the
 Guardians of Martin County. I am a concerned resident of Martin County
 who believes the ramifications of All Aboard Florida will have a lasting an
 negative impact on all the residents, boaters, and businesses in the county.
                                   Sincerely,
                                      Lawrence G. Bell
                                       7950 SE Dock St
                                        Hobe Sound, FL 33455

Tomorrow is the last day FRA is taking our comments on All Aboard's
 DEIS.  Be sure to voice your concerns.
Send your comments to US DOT and FRA:  They can deny the proposed
 $1.75+Billion tax-exempt bonds and also
the $1.6Billion government loan.    Below is a copy of The Guardians of Martin
 County' letter.

Email to:  "AAF_comments@vhb.com" AAF_comments@vhb.com, "john.winkle@dot.gov"
 <john.winkle@dot.gov>, "Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov" <Anthony.Foxx@dot.gov>
cc.  "Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil" <Andrew.W.Phillips@usace.army.mil>,
 "David.Keys@noaa.gov" <David.Keys@noaa.gov>, "Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil"
 <Evelyn.Smart@uscg.mil>, "Allan.Nagy@faa.gov" <Allan.Nagy@faa.gov>,
 "James.Christian@dot.gov" <James.Christian@dot.gov>, "Benito.Cunill@dot.gov"
 <Benito.Cunill@dot.gov>, "Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov" <Gavin.Jamesg@epa.gov>,
 "Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov" <Mueller.Heinz@epa.gov>, "John_Wrublik@fws.gov"
 <John_Wrublik@fws.gov>, "Charles_Kelso@fws.gov" <Charles_Kelso@fws.gov>,
  "CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov"
 <CongressmanPatrick.Murphy@mail.house.gov>, "BillNelson@senate.gov"
 <BillNelson@senate.gov>, "Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com" <Rick.Scott@eog.myflorida.com>,
 "Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov" <Negron.Joe.web@flsenate.gov>,
 "GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com" <GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com>,
 "MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov" <MaryLynn.Magar@myfloridahouse.gov>

Mr. John Winkle
Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Room W38-311
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Washington, DC 20590

Re: All Aboard Florida Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f)
 Evaluation

Dear Mr. Winkle:

The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., a 501(c)(3) organization which has
 promoted a safe and healthy environment and the unique quality of life for
 Martin County residents for more than a decade, objects to the All Aboard
 Florida (AAF) high speed rail project as currently proposed and configured and
 submits comments with respect to the following categories evaluated in the
 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS): Communities and
 Demographics (Social and Economic Community Impacts), Economic
 Conditions, Environmental Justice, Navigation, Public Health & Safety,
 Threatened and Endangered Species, Wetlands and Water Resources.

Introduction

Martin County is located within the North-South Corridor (N-S Corridor)
 identified on Page 4-1 of the DEIS. The County is located approximately 40
 miles north of West Palm Beach and has an estimated population of 151,263
 based on 2013 U.S. Census Bureau projections.

Since there are no station stops planned between West Palm Beach and
 Orlando, Martin County residents will gain no benefits from 32 new trains a
 day traveling at high speed through our community (along with an additional
 12 to 14 freight trains). AAF will cause economic harm and create safety,
 environmental, noise, and navigation hazards that Martin County residents do
 not currently face.

The stated purpose of the Environmental Impact Statement is to “disclose the
 environmental consequences” of the proposed AAF project “and to inform
 decision-makers and the public of any reasonable alternatives that would
 avoid or minimize adverse impacts to the natural or human environment.” The
 Draft EIS that was drafted by consultants who were paid by AAF fails to serve
 this purpose. It contains inadequate, incomplete, and inaccurate information
 that must be supplemented and corrected before decision-makers and the
 public may fully evaluate the impacts of the proposed AAF project.

Communities and Demographics (Social and Economic Community
 Impacts)

AAF will have serious negative social and economic community impacts within
 Martin County.

Incredibly, the DEIS completely omits Martin County and two incorporated
 municipalities which are crossed by the project in its discussion of
 Communities and Demographics. (DEIS 4-103 through 4-105).



The City of Stuart, which is the County’s largest incorporated municipality (pop.
 est. 15,975) and is the County Seat for Martin County, is not mentioned in the
 DEIS report of impacts of the project on municipalities, although there are 10
 at grade crossings in the city. The Town of Ocean Breeze, also an
 incorporated municipality within Martin County (pop. est. 463) which, like the
 City of Stuart, is literally bisected by the project, has also been omitted.

Many of the City’s cultural resources, including the historic Lyric Theater, which
 is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Stuart Heritage
 Museum are within 100 feet of the FECR tracks.

Comments submitted by the City of Stuart and Martin County address these
 issues in detail.

The Guardians of Martin County question the viability of the DEIS evaluation of
 Communities and Demographics affected by the AAF project when the largest
 incorporated municipality in the County and, in fact, all of Martin County is
 glaringly absent from the examination of these issues. The omission of Martin
 County, the City of Stuart, and the Town of Ocean Breeze from the DEIS
 evaluation of Communities and Demographics raises serious concerns about
 the thoroughness and veracity of the entire proposed EIS.

Another glaringly false and absurd statement with respect to the impact of the
 project on communities is the assurance in the DEIS that AAF “would benefit
 elderly and handicapped individuals by providing a transportation option that
 will enhance mobility and livability in their communities.” (DEIS 5-135)

Martin County has the highest percentage of elderly residents (28.9%) of any
 community within the N-S Corridor. Without any stops in Martin County, there
 is not a single “transportation option” provided by AAF to elderly and
 handicapped individuals. AAF not only fails to “enhance mobility and livability”
 in Martin County communities for elderly and handicapped residents, the
 project promises severe disruption to communities in which the elderly and
 handicapped reside and poses potential life-threatening risks.

Economic Conditions

Because the AAF project literally divides Martin County into two sections – that
 section east of the FECR tracks and that section west of the tracks – the
 project creates a severe threat to the economic survival of small businesses
 that rely on customers to cross the tracks for access.

Numerous small shops, restaurants, plants, groceries, and other business
 outlets are located adjacent to or near the FECR tracks. Fast and safe access
 across the tracks is not assured by the project, threatening the customer base
 of many of these small businesses, especially in the unincorporated areas of
 Port Salerno, Hobe Sound, Golden Gate and Jensen Beach and the
 incorporated municipality of Stuart, which encompasses the minority
 community of East Stuart.



Martin County has five “community redevelopment areas” (CRAs) which will be
 impacted by the project. None of the CRAs are identified or discussed in the
 DEIS. The Jensen Beach, Rio, Golden Gate, Port Salerno and Hobe Sound
 CRAs all are adjacent to or bisected by the FECR tracks. CRAs are statutorily
 created areas designed to eliminate blight, provide affordable housing, and
 generate economic development and stability within the communities where
 they are established. The DEIS fails to consider the project’s negative impacts
 to Martin County’s CRAs, such as the effect of lower property values caused
 by AAF on the Tax Increment Financing methodology that is used to finance
 and maintain CRA operations.

The economic benefits of the project touted by the DEIS are limited to
 temporary construction work in creating new infrastructure in Martin County.

The DEIS analysis that no job loss or neighborhood fragmentation will result
 from the project (DEIS S-17) is not borne out by the experience of small
 business owners and residents in the project area, especially those adjacent
 to or in close proximity to the FECR tracks.

Severe economic damage to existing small businesses will be long-lasting or
 permanent. It is likely some will not survive the onslaught of increased train
 traffic that will block access to their businesses and create hazardous
 conditions for their customers trying to cross the tracks.

Environmental Justice

The DEIS fails to identify, quantify, or describe minority and low-income
 populations in Martin County that are disproportionately impacted by the
 negative impacts of the AAF project.

The County’s minority and low-income populations are, as in many other
 communities, situated closest to the project and are frequently bisected by the
 FECR tracks.

The East Stuart community within the City of Stuart is historically African-
American. East Stuart hosts two at grade crossings – at Florida Street and A1A
 (Dixie Highway) and at Decker and A1A. The tracks separate a densely
 populated residential area from the commercial area, and it is common for
 residents – especially children – to walk or ride their bikes across the tracks
 several times a day. One of the most beloved and utilized organizations within
 the East Stuart community, the Gertrude Walden Child Care Center, which
 provides services for low-income and minority parents and children, is located
 in the immediate vicinity of the project.

Similar situations exist in the Port Salerno, Hobe Sound and Golden Gate,
 where public schools, athletic fields, parks and youth centers such as the Boys
 and Girls’ Club are located in close proximity to the project. These
 communities have a high level of minority residents and businesses who are



 disproportionately impacted by the project, which does not directly impact the
 more affluent communities within the County which are not located as near the
 FECR tracks.

Among the negative effects of AAF on communities with higher percentages of
 low-income, minority, and elderly residents is the certainty that delay will be
 encountered by emergency vehicles crossing the FECR tracks to access
 emergency medical care.

Martin Memorial Medical Center, the largest medical care provider in Martin
 County (and also one of the largest employers in the County), has submitted
 comments objecting to the project noting that emergency responders
 throughout Martin County already “face a unique burden from existing freight
 traffic” on the “rail line [which] slices through the center of” the community.

Where the elderly and the very young live and congregate near the FECR
 tracks, the emergency access burden is of special concern and likely to result
 in tragic consequences. As the CEO of Martin Memorial Medical Center noted,
 even if delays caused by increased train traffic at crossings throughout the
 community are brief, “seconds can truly mean the difference between life and
 death.”

In low-income and minority communities, foot and bicycle traffic across the
 railroad tracks is common and presents additional disproportionate dangers to
 these residents.

Property values in lower-income areas are already depressed and will be
 further depressed by the proximity of the project. Noise and vibration from
 increased train traffic will disproportionately impact low-income and minority
 communities located closest to the FECR tracks.

Navigation

Numerous comments have been submitted regarding the serious negative
 impacts to navigation caused by the project and the failure of the DEIS to
 adequately and accurately address these concerns. The Guardians of Martin
 County, Inc., joins the marine industry, local governments, and boaters
 throughout the County in objecting to the project as it relates to navigation.

The information contained in the DEIS is indisputably inaccurate with respect
 to the number of vessels which pass through the St. Lucie River bridge.
 Comments submitted by Martin County include accurate counts of vessels
 passing through the bridge during the week and on weekends, reflecting more
 than twice as many vessels as the DEIS estimates.

Delays in allowing marine traffic to navigate through the St. Lucie River bridge
 opening will affect boater safety as well as property values for waterfront
 properties that lie to the west of the bridge. Commercial marinas and docks
 that require boaters to navigate through the bridge with longer and more



 frequent closures also will be severely impacted by the project.

Public Health & Safety

The DEIS fails to acknowledge that Fire Rescue and evacuation routes will be
 hampered by the project throughout Martin County.

Even in more affluent communities such as Jupiter Island and Sewall’s Point,
 there will be increased delays in the ability of emergency responders to reach
 the medical center located across the FECR tracks. Both the City of Stuart
 and Martin County, which contracts with other municipalities to provide fire
 rescue services, project serious increases in emergency response times due
 to increased train traffic and crossing closures.

Delays of as much as an additional 45 minutes are projected for evacuation in
 the event of an emergency at the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant on
 Hutchinson Island just north of Martin County. All evacuation routes are
 crossed by FECR tracks. In the event of other emergencies or weather events
 that require evacuation, increased train traffic will generate still more delays.

Pedestrian crossings which are frequently used throughout the County,
 especially in low-income and minority areas, will be even more dangerous with
 not only a higher number of trains on the tracks each day but increased speed
 of approaching trains. Pedestrians used to gauging the time available to cross
 the tracks based on the slower speed of freight trains will face significantly
 less crossing time with high-speed passenger trains approaching.

Threatened and Endangered Species

The DEIS discounts any impacts to threatened and endangered species and
 inaccurately states that no such species will be affected by the project.

The project passes through Jonathan Dickinson State Park (JDSP) in Martin
 County, which is the site of a number of resources which are not even
 mentioned in the DEIS. The Florida Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP)
 has submitted comments identifying species which will likely be impacted,
 such as perforated reindeer lichen ( Cladonia perforata ) located within the
 right-of-way and Curtiss’ milkweed ( Asclepias curtissi).

The Division notes that the federally protected eastern indigo snake has habitat
 within the N-S Corridor that will be impacted, as well as the Florida scrub jay,
 gopher tortoise, gopher frog, and Florida mouse. The gopher frog is especially
 likely to cross back and forth across the tracks in the park to travel between
 scrub habitat and wetlands breeding grounds.

Expansion of the tracks through JDSP will impact Florida scrub jay habitat as
 well as gopher tortoise on site.

More frequent closings of the rail crossing within JDSP will have severe



 negative impacts since the park has only one public access road. Emergency
 vehicles, campers, and day visitors could be trapped in the western part of the
 park during closures.

The DPR has submitted extensive and detailed comments addressing these
 issues.

Wetlands and Water Resources

As with other environmental impacts, the DEIS minimizes damage to wetlands
 and water resources resulting from the proposed project.

Comments submitted by Martin County detail serious concerns, including
 potential impacts to the Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, which is
 federally designated as a Wild and Scenic River. The DEIS brushes off such
 concerns, suggesting that the lack of proximity to the FECR tracks eliminates
 or minimizes them. The entire Loxahatchee River watershed is a significant
 ecological complex, however, that provides unique habitat for endangered,
 threatened and migratory birds that travel throughout the area, including within
 the right-of-way.

Overall impacts to wetlands throughout the project area have not been
 quantified or addressed by the DEIS, which discusses mitigation of these
 impacts without acknowledging Martin County’s special protections for all
 wetlands. Insufficient data is provided for an accurate evaluation of the
 project’s wetlands impacts.

Impacts to water resources are being considered by the U.S. Army Corps of
 Engineers; however, the Corps has yet to schedule public hearings which
 have been requested by the Guardians of Martin County, Inc., as well as
 Martin County and other governmental agencies.

It is inevitable that impacts to manatee, protected seagrasses, and other
 marine life will be severe as a result of increased train traffic resulting in
 increased bridge closures producing more vessels queuing up to navigate
 through the bridge.

Conclusion

The DEIS failed to objectively and fairly evaluate the CSX Route Alternative
 (DEIS Figure 3.2-1), which would avoid most if not all of the negative impacts
 to Martin County residents and communities. The AAF-paid consultants simply
 rejected the CSX Route Alternative out-of-hand, citing speculative issues such
 as “the risk that CSX would not be willing to enter into” a shared use
 agreement for existing infrastructure and unsupported conclusions such as the
 CSX Route Alternative poses “the highest potential adverse direct and indirect
 impacts to wetlands and protected species.” (DEIS 3-7)
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc., strongly opposes the AAF project as
 proposed. The DEIS is replete with inaccurate, out-dated, speculative, and



 subjective material that appears to have been deliberately skewed by the
 drafters to support an unsustainable, critically flawed project.

The Guardians advocates consistency with the Martin County Comprehensive
 Growth Management Plan in all development throughout the County. The
 DEIS inaccurately states that the Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 “Division of Community Planning.” (DEIS 4-4) There is no such agency within
 Martin County government. The Plan was prepared by the Martin County
 Growth Management Department.

Please insist that the final EIS be delayed until supplemental and accurate
 information is provided that truly reflects the AAF project’s impacts on the
 population and communities along the projected route.

Sincerely,

Peter H. Conze, Jr., President
The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.
www.theguardiansofmartincounty.com
Prepared by Virginia P. Sherlock, Esq.
Counsel to The Guardians of Martin County, Inc.

http://www.theguardiansofmartincounty.org/


From: edermatt@comcast.net
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com; John Winkle; Andrew W Phillips; Evelyn Smart
Cc: Negron Joe web; Patrick Murphy; Bill@BillNelson.senate.gov; GHarrell@GayleHarrell.com
Subject: Fwd: DEIS Comments and Concerns
Date: Wednesday, October 29, 2014 4:40:10 PM

Subject: DEIS Comments and Concerns
 
Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
After reviewing certain sections of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) I
 would like to share with you some comments and concerns I have specifically on the
 St. Lucie River draw bridge portion of the report as well as the overall content of the
 report.
 
For the sake of brevity  only some of many contentious points are mentioned here,
 there are many more, including what the real purpose of the project is and why the
 lack of transparency on AAF's part ?
 
Report Integrity
First of all, I question the impartiality of how the report was generated and how that
 influenced the accuracy of the contents of the report.  The parent company of All
 Aboard Florida  paid a consulting firm, the Louis Berger Group (LBG), to generate
 the important data that supports the AAF position.    That data was then passed on
 to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) to write the DEIS.  Clearly this indicates
 a conflict of interest.  The following analysis of some of the data contained in
 the DEIS will illustrate the point of view that the Berger Group study is biased to favor
 the AAF objectives.                                                                   
 
 
Ridership 
The entire project's economic feasibility is based on ridership projections.  Without
 substantial ridership the project is doomed to be a financial disaster which AAF is
 asking the US taxpayer to subsidize in case of a loan default.  The DEIS makes the
 point on page 3-5  that ridership is first and foremost determined by point to point
 travel time.   The report chose the acceptable end point to endpoint time (Miami to
 Orlando) to be 3 hours and 15 minutes or less based on a sensitivity analysis
 detailed in Appendix 3.3-F.  It mentions that the time required to reach an AAF
 station is another variable that affects ridership.  However, no data is presented to
 show how that influences ridership.  That variable is totally dependent on the
 distance from the home base of the traveler to one of the 4 stations and from the
 terminating station to the other home base.   If any of these stations is further than
 walking distance from the home base it will require another mode of travel which will
 negatively impact the ridership.  The DEIS totally ignores this variable and only
 concentrates on rail end point to end point time.  Admittedly, Phase I of this
 project may have merit because it could attract sufficient ridership since it can
 service long distance commuters over the highly populated Miami to West Palm
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 Beach corridor.  The same cannot be said for Phase II, the WPB to Orlando corridor. 
 This is obvious because AAF has made it abundantly clear that no station will be built
 between West Palm Beach and Orlando.   Page 4-13 states that average travel time
 between Miami and Orlando via automobile is 4 hours, 15 minutes via I-95 and 3
 hours, 50 minutes via the Florida Turnpike.  That is 1 hour or 35 minutes longer than
 the projected AAF travel time, depending on which highway is used.  Why would
 anybody give up the convenience of driving a car from the home base to the
 destination for that amount of time difference ?  Not only that, but since the average
 occupancy of an automobile is more than 2 persons it is considerably less expensive
 to travel via automobile on a per person basis than using the rail. Furthermore,
 ridership is driven primarily by cost and not by time duration.  If there is any doubt
 about that subject one only needs to examine the current air travel industry.  Most
 passengers search for the lowest airfare, period,  except perhaps the occasional last
 minute business traveler that has no other choice.  A good example of this point is
 the Super Sonic Transport (SST) aircraft that cut transatlantic travel time in half but
 failed financially.  This brings up the most contentious point of the entire report. 
 There is absolutely no mention of what the  fare for the different segments might be. 
 Any serious business plan that has any merit must contain that information.  Without
 the fare information how can there be credible ridership projection and for that matter
 an economic feasibility determination ? 
 
Need   
The argument that Florida's population growth needs this passenger rail line  to
 counter the overcrowding of the I-95 and Florida Turnpike is only partially true.  The
 data on page 2-4,Table 2.3-1, shows that the Miami to WPB vehicle traffic is
 indeed at its capacity.  However, from WPB northward, the combined I-95 and
 Florida Turnpike projected vehicle traffic will not reach capacity until 2040.  Where is
 the great urgency to have a passenger rail service north of WPB when the current
 highways won't reach capacity for another 25 years?   Furthermore, most population
 growth will probably take place a significant distance west of the FECR line.  A 
 cursory look at real estate development will verify this.  Hence to get access to
 train stations will require the use of personal automobile or other transportation to get
 to the stations.  If passengers will actually choose this two mode transportation,
 which is extremely doubtful, will there be sufficient parking spaces at all stations ?
 
Bridge and Road Closure Time 
 Another highly misleading data is the use of average gate closure time.   The 1.7
 minutes average closure time is probably a realistic assessment for road
 crossings for passenger trains per page S-9.  However for a freight train 2 miles long
 even at maximum speed takes 4 minutes plus gate activation for the train to pass a
 road crossing. For the St. Lucie bridge crossing there will be a significant negative
 impact to boat traffic and vehicle traffic.  The St. Lucie River bridge is the bottleneck
 of the N-S corridor since it will remain a single track bridge.  The potential for huge
 backups for boats on the river and vehicle traffic just north and south of the railroad
 bridge is a reality.  A worst case scenario is that a north bound freight train and a
 north bound passenger train as well as southbound freight train and a southbound
 passenger train are approaching the St. Lucie River bridge at the same time. 
 Assuming that the two passenger trains will pass over the bridge first and the two



 freight trains will either have to slow down or stop and accelerate back up to
 allowable speed, the total time for bride closure can be much longer than the
 average projected time, especially since the freight trains can be up to 12000 ft. in
 length.  This not only affects boat traffic but major vehicle arteries just north and
 south of the bridge  that would be closed much longer than stated in the DEIS. 
  AAF (via an impartial third party) needs to be challenged to provide realistic, longest
 local closure times of road crossings close to the bridge as well as the railroad bridge
 itself.  This bottleneck situation at the St. Lucie bridge should be mitigated by making
 the bridge a two track bridge like most bridges impacted by this project.
 
Accident Probability  
Something that is missing in this report is a probabilistic analysis of the potential of
 train mishaps occurring in the bottleneck section of the track.  The curvature of the
 track just north of the St Lucie River does not allow straightening the track since
 SR707 borders the track.  There is a potential for a major disaster to occur. If an
 accident resulting in a toxic chemical spill were to take place it could ruin the river
 and estuary and the local economy for many years.   We all remember the BP oil spill
 in the Gulf, and accidents do happen and most likely in congested bottle neck areas. 
 A freight train did derail  just north of the St. Lucie bridge in the sharp curvature
 section of the track in 2004.  This is more than a possibility,  it can become reality.
 
Cost Overruns
Another concern about this project is the cost estimate.  Historically, many large scale
 projects of this nature have  exhibited budget overruns that only surface when the
 project is partially completed.  If this project remains a completely privately funded
 enterprise then there is little or no concern over this.  If however, AAF receives a
 federal loan and then request additional funding with the project only partially
 completed, the US taxpayer will be on the hook for more money.
 
Summary and Recommendations  
In summary, upon closer examination this report appears  to be  biased with false and
 misleading data.  The final EIS report should use unbiased data generated by an
 impartial third party.  The data should use accurate, local, not corridor average times,
 for bridge and road closings for the immediate vicinity of the St. Lucie River bridge.  It
 will provide Stuart residents and government agencies that play a role in the approval
 of this project with a clear picture of the impact this project will have. 
Long closure times at the St. Lucie bridge could be alleviated by building a new, 2
 track bridge.  An additional option that AAF should consider is to run the majority of
 freight trains at night when vehicle and boat traffic is minimal.
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.
 
Sincerely,
Matthias Eder



From: Tom Bennett
To: AAF_Comments_Reply
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
Date: Friday, December 5, 2014 9:33:30 AM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com>
Date: Fri, Dec 5, 2014 at 8:54 AM
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
To: armbent25@gmail.com

Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently:

     AAF-comments@vhb.com

Technical details of permanent failure:
Google tried to deliver your message, but it was rejected by the server for the recipient domain
 vhb.com by vhb-com.mail.protection.outlook.com. [207.46.163.138].

The error that the other server returned was:
550 5.4.1 [AAF-comments@vhb.com]: Recipient address rejected: Access denied
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Date: Fri, 5 Dec 2014 08:54:21 -0500
Message-ID: <CAPB9HADT1hsj2AJ9E-
OUDNZF=eYxXTXp8XbDCef2TZ2dRWZVNA@mail.gmail.com>
Subject: % Dec14
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From: Tom Bennett <armbent25@gmail.com>
To: AAF-comments@vhb.com
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary=047d7b4182b9e731e90509786991

To John Winkle
As Canadians who have enjoyed the privilege of wintering in Florida for 25
plus years I am amazed that All aboard Florida is being fhrust upon Florida
residents. It will be to the detrement of the lives of so many people to
the benefit of so few.      Tom & Joan Bennett
Port Salerno FL
                                                       <armbent1@yahoo.ca>
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From: Betsy Haddock
To: AAF_Comments@vhb.com
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2014 6:08:57 PM

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com>
Date: Wed, Dec 3, 2014 at 6:07 PM
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
To: bhaddock2@gmail.com

Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently:

     AA_-comments@vhb.com

Technical details of permanent failure:
Google tried to deliver your message, but it was rejected by the server for the recipient domain
 vhb.com by vhb-com.mail.protection.outlook.com. [207.46.163.215].

The error that the other server returned was:
550 5.4.1 [AA_-comments@vhb.com]: Recipient address rejected: Access denied
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Date: Wed, 3 Dec 2014 18:07:11 -0500
Message-ID: <CAH-
D5EXPZx9nSHgHw57J+jPToW6kiweC8y4D7eavu4y0hKEtQA@mail.gmail.com>
Subject: All Aboard Florida
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From: Betsy Haddock <bhaddock2@gmail.com>
To: AA_-comments@vhb.com
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary=001a113964ae5667c8050957e78e

is an atrocity to Florida.It brings nothing to us.  It endangers our
lives.  Those of us who live out on the beach may never make it to the
hospital due to your greed.  It is all about shipments & nothing about
people being transported.  You are an evil group only looking toward rail
transportation & not human transportation while ruining local communities.
It is all about your greed.  I stand with:  Rep Gale Harrell, Rep Mary Ann
Magar, Rep Debbie Mayfield, Sen. Denise Grimsley, Larry Lee Jr, & Sen Thad
Altman.

Please do the right thing.

Close this down & go west of our location.  You will destroy our location.
You will burn in hell for this action.  How can anyone possibly work toward
this destruction of many communities who have struggled to survive.

You are incredibly evil for your actions.

Betsy Haddock
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